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Tory support lowest ever recorded 


By peter Riddell 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

THE Government is more unpopu¬ 
lar than any in polling history, 
while Labour has achieved a record 
lead over the Conservatives, accord¬ 
ing to the latest MORI poQ for The 
Times, undertaken last weekend. 

It provides dismal reading for 
John Major and the fractious Tory 
party after a turbulent year in which 
every turning point has proved 
illusory. The results confirm Tory 
MP5’ worst fears, with just one in 12 
of the public approving the Govern¬ 
ment's record. 

Labour support has risen to 61 
per cent, compared with 55 per cent 
last month. Racking for the Tbries 
has fallen by two points over the 
past month to a new low of 22 per 


Only 8 per cent satisfied with the Government, says MORI 


cent giving Labour a 39-point lead. 
The Libera] Democrats have beat 
squeezed by Labour's progress, 
dropping four points over the past 
month to 13 per cent 

Two-thirds of those questioned by 
MORI believe that'Labour is ready 
to form the next government while 
a quarter disagree. Nearly three- 
fifths believe that Tony Blair is 
ready to be Prime Minister, just five 
months after he was elected Labour 
leader, outnumbering those who 
disagree by more than two to one. 

Labour's poD ratings appear 
unsustainaWy high, but they show 
the extent of the jxiblics disillusion¬ 
ment with the Tories. Unless the 


Tory party’s standing improves 
before the local elections in the 
spring, Mr Major's leadership 
could again be called into question. 

Only 8 per cent are satisfied with 
the way the Government is running 
the country, while 86 per cent of res¬ 
pondents said they were dissat- 


Nonnan Blackwell, 42. a manage¬ 
ment consultant “with a Rolls Royce 
mind”, will be John Major's chief 
. policy adviser in the run-np to the 
next general election, it was ann¬ 
ounced yesterday. As bead of the 


isifedL The previous low, 10 per cent 
was recorded in July. Even 59 per 
cent of Tory supporters are unhap¬ 
py with the Government’s record, 
while 29 per cent are satisfied. 

The Prime Minister achieves only 
a slightly higher approval rating: 18 
per cent are happy with the way he 


Downing Street policy unit in succ¬ 
ession to Sarah Hogg, who leaves 
on January 31 after four years, he 
wifi take charge of the manifesto at 
a time when Tory fortunes haw 
never been lower_Page 2 


is doing h is job. but 74 per cent are 
dissatisfied. His backing fell to a 
record low of 17 per cent in August. 
Fifty per cent « Tory supporters 
approve of Mr Major's perfor¬ 
mance, with about 40 per cent 
dissatis fied. 

By contrast. Mr Blair's personal 
ratings are more favourable than 
those ever achieved by Neil Kinnock 
or John Smith. Roughly half the 
public are satisfied with his perfor¬ 
mance and less than a fifth are 
unhappy. Labour supporters are 
satisfied by a margin of nearly ten to 
one. Forty per cent of respondents 
are content with Paddy Ashdown'S 
record, and 29 per cent dissatisfied. 


MORI, like other leading polling 
groups, adjusts the figures for the 
tendency of Tory supporters not to 
reveal their voting intentions. After 
taking account of the past votes of 
current “don't knows", Labour sup¬ 
port is shown at 57 per cent, against 
61 per cent, with tbe Tories on 26 per 
cent (22 per cent), and the Liberal 
Democrats 13 per cent (unchanged). 
MORI interviewed a representative 
quota sample of L789 adults at M3 
constituency sampling points across 
Britain. Interviews were conducted face- 
to-face on December 15 to 19. Data were 
weighted to match the profile of the 
population. Voting intention figures 
exclude those who say they would not vote 
(8 per cent), are undecided (8 per cent) or 
refuse to name a party (2 per cent). 

W illiam Rees-Mogg, and 
Julian Critcbley, page 12 


Q How would you vote if 
there were a general 
election tomorrow 


Labour 
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Conservative 
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Major plans 
crusade to put 
Great back 
into Britain 

By Michael Binyon, diplomatic editor 


SMON WALKER 


THE GOVERNMENT is to 
organise an unprecedented 
high-profile conference early 
not year , to rekindle public 
confidence in Britain’s great¬ 
ness. 

The Prime Minister wifi 
invite the Labour Paiiy to join . 
Cabinet ministers. business¬ 
men and academics m public 
debate to convince public 
opinion that Britain stffl has 
assets, such as its language, 
international expertise and 
armed forces, that can be 
better exploited to bolster Brit¬ 
ain's position in the world. 

Douglas Hurd, the Foreign 
Secretary; will take the lead in 
trumpeting British strengths 
which are admired abroad 
but, he believes, too often 


Leading article--13 

Letters—----13 

ignored at home. These in¬ 
clude the overwhelming use of 
English around the globe as 
well as British eqwnence in 
privatisation, police training, 
aiding developing countries 
and helping governments to 
make their armies profession¬ 
al and free from political bias. 

The conference, marking 
the 75th anniversary of Chat¬ 
ham House, will probably be 
opened by John Major. and 
ministers from the Ministry of 
Defence, the Treasury and the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry will also take part 
The BBC and the British. 
Council, increasingly seen as 
vital in furthering Britain’s 
influence and cultural out¬ 
reach, will be invited to join 
the examination (rf Britain’s 
particular strengths today: its 
diplomatic and military pro- 
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fessionalism: the promotion of 
privatisation, business and 
free trade; aid to new democ¬ 
racies through the Know-How 
fund, which provides expertise 
for the former Eastern Bloc, 
and foundations promoting 
the . Westminster model erf 
democracy; and the cultural 
values underpinning British 
dominance in the media, edu- 
cation and broadcasting. 

Ibis is the most ambitious 
government attempt to “sell" 
Britain at home as weU as 
abroad. The aim is to stimu¬ 
late an intensive debate on 
foreign policy and whether 
Britain can and should 
“punch above its weight". The 
Government believes that 
trade benefits would result 
from a more rigorous asser¬ 
tion of British strengths. 

Mr Hurd hopes such a 
conference would reassure ex¬ 
porters and foreigners that 
Britain’s steady postwar de¬ 
cline has now halted. In some 
parts of the world — India, the 
Middle East and America, for 
example — he finds a warm 
appreciation of Britain’s 
influence. 

Critics wiD be encouraged to 
question the basis of Britain's 
foreign poticy; some may even 
repeat the provocative conten¬ 
tion that the Foreign Office 
should be replaced by a fax. 
Much wifi be made of the 
predominance of English in 
world trade and interna ti o n al 
politics. 

The Government is con¬ 
vinced that within die Euro¬ 
pean Union dungs are now 
moving Britain's way. It sees a 
growing British presence in 
the Gulf, the former Soviet 
republics and I-Brin America. 
What is lacking is public 
.confidence at heme. That is 
what the conference proposes 
to address. 

Judge critical 
of CSA rulings 

A Jfigh Court judge ques¬ 
tioned yesterday whether the 
Child Support Agency gave 
enough weight to.children's 
welfare in making its assess- 
. mwik Tbc criticism of the 
troubled agmy came only a 
day after tiie Government’s 



Halifax premium 
cut leads to home 
insurance war 

By Robert Miller 


HOME insurance premiums 
are likely to tumble after the 
Halifax, the country’s largest 
building society, cut the cost of 
its building-related policies 
yesterday. 

After January 1 some cus¬ 
tomers could be paying up to 
£70 less when their policies 
come up for renewal. The 
Halifax said that die average 
reduction would be a fifth but 
it could be as high as three 
fifths, depending on where the 
property is. The society's new 
deal also includes the intro¬ 
duction of a noclaims dis¬ 
count for a claim-free year, to 
take effect from 1996. 

The move will be followed 
by other big insurers in what 
is sure to become a pricing 
war. This has already hap¬ 
pened in private motor insur¬ 
ance, where premiums have 
fallen by 15 per cent in a year. 
Sun Alliance confirmed that 
premiums were falling after a 
long period of mild weather 
and companies' improved ex¬ 
perience of subsidence claims. 

The premium pricing war 
has beat sparked by the suc¬ 


cess of Direct Line, the tele¬ 
phone-based insurance com¬ 
pany, which has attracted 
more than 500,000 people to 
switch their policies. In a 
submission to the Office of 
Fair Trading last year. Direct 
Line said that consumers were 
paying more than £1 billion a 
year to banks and building 
societies in commissions gen¬ 
erated by the sale of hone 
insurance policies. 

□ Michael Heseltine, Presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Trade, has 
cleared the £90 billion merger 
of the Halifax and Leeds 
building societies in a move 
that brought criticism from 
the Labour Parly (Anne 
Ashworth writes). 

Dr Jack Cunningham, 
Shadow Trade Secretary, said 
that Mr Heseltine, acting on 
tiie advice of the Office of Fair 
Trading, had given his assent 
to the deal with extraordinary 
speed, given the mortgage 
market share that will be 
achieved by the combined 
societies. 

Merger cleared, page 23 





Rescuers at the scene of the Air A1 gene crash in which five people died. The aircraft dipped the roofs of a bouse 

Families missed by inches as 
five killed in jumbo jet crash 


RHEUMATIC DISEASE WILL 
AFFECT MOST OF US DURING 
OUR LIFETIME. 

There are more than 200 different arthritic and rheumatic diseases 
severely affecting; between 7 and 8 mftBoa people in this country 
today. 

The Arthritis and Rheumatism Council is the only major UK 
charity financing medical research into all aspects of arthritis and 
rheumatism at most teaching hospitals and universities hi the UK. 


By Harvey Elliott, air correspondent 
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Berlusconi pledge 


Silvio Berlusconi prolonged 
the agony.of, the demise of his 
a diiiiui si ja tionyesterday, tdl- 
ing pa rliam ent that Italy Laces 
no alternative to an early 
general election if MPS vote 
him oat of office-. Page 9 
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Dean Rusk dies 

Dean Rusk, former US Secre¬ 
tary of State who presided 
over the most momentous 
years of the Cold War, has 
died in Georgia. He was 85. 

Obituary, page M 


AN Air Algerie cargo plane 
crashed mtn a wood yards 
from a housing estate in 
Coventry yesterday, killing all 
five people on. board. The 
plane, which had been divert¬ 
ed briefly because of fog. 
dipped the roofs of two houses 
and hit an electricity pylon 
before it hit tire ground. 

. The Boeing 737, which was 
heading for Coventry’s 
Baginton Airport from East 
Midlands Airport, exploded in 
a ball of flame after the 
impact, shortly before 10am, 
but no injuries were reported 
on tiie ground- 
Seven air-crash investiga¬ 
tors began examining tire 
wreckage last night to discov¬ 
er whether pitot error or 
mechanical failure had caused 


the incident They will be 
hoping that yesterday's crash 
will not remain unsolved like 
two crashes involving the 
same make erf plane m tiie 
United States. 

The first was in March 1991 
wfaaa a United Airlines 
Boeing 737-200 flipped over as 
it approached Colorado 
Springs airport killing five 
crew members and 20 passen¬ 
gers. The second was in Sep¬ 
tember this year, when a 
USAir 737-200 nosedived into 
a ravine outside Pittsburgh 
and exploded, killing afi 132 
passengers and crew. 

The Air Algerie jet, which 
had originally taken off in 
Amesteraam, had been con¬ 
verted to carry cargo, includ¬ 
ing British cattle. The practice 


provoked many complaints 
from animal rights groups 
and sabotage is being consid¬ 
ered as a remote but possible 
explanation for the accident, 
which took place on the sixth 
anniversary of the Lockerbie 
disaster. 

The three Algerian crew and 
two British livestock handlers 
died instantly after the 21-year 
old plane, which was on a ten- 
minute flight after a diversion. 
. hit the ground. 

The two Britons were identi¬ 
fied last night as Adrian 
Sharpe. 31. bom Kirkthorpe, 
near Wakefield. West York¬ 
shire. and Andrew Yates. 22, 
from Rugby, Warwickshire, 

Christopher Barrett-Jofly. 
director erf Phoenix Aviation, 
which leased the aircraft, said: 


“I have received threats 
against flights, and one of 
those threats included doing 
damage to an aircraft I have 
no doubt that this wifi form 
part trf the police investi¬ 
gation." 

He said he would continue 
with the flights: “My present 
concern is obviously tiie fam¬ 
ilies of the deceased. I wifi not 
say when tiie flights will 
resume again but can be 
assured that they wilL" 
Residents on the Wflleohah 
estate had a mraculous escape 
as" the plane, which was carry¬ 
ing six tonnes of fuel, swerved 
away from their houses told 
crashed into a nearby wood. 

Details, analysis, page 3 
Magnus Unklater, page 10 


There is real hope that arthritis and rheumatism can be beaten. To 
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Surprise choice to head Major’s kitchen cabinet 



By Philip Webster 


POLITICAL EDITOR 


Blackwell: thought to be 
in touch with grassroots 


JOHN MAJOR has chosen a lead¬ 
ing management consultant “with a 
Rolls-Royce mind" to be his chief 
policy adviser in the run-up to the 
next general election. 

Norman Blackwell, 42, an¬ 
nounced as ihe surprise choice to be 
the new head of the Downing Street 
policy unit, will cake charge of 
drawing up the election manifesto at 
a time when Conservative fortunes 
have never been lower. 

Mr Blackwell, said to be on the 
centre-right but not an ideologue, 
will take over from Sarah Hogg, 
who is leaving the unit at the end of 
January after four years in a job that 
has been dubbed "deputy prime 


minister". Other better-known can¬ 
didates. including Francis Maude, 
the former Treasury Minister, have 
been considered for the job. and Mr 
Maude is understood to have turned 
it down. 

But ministers, who described Mr 
Blackwell as a hard-headed 
practician, said he would be a 
valuable ally to Mr Major in what 
seems certain to be an even more 
testing period over the next two 
years. He is an active local politi¬ 
cian, and a former ward chairman, 
a factor which colleagues believe 
will appeal to Tory MPS anxious 
that the Government is out of touch 
with the grassroots. He was chair¬ 
man of the Cambridge University 
Conservative Association in 1973. 

Mr Blackwell, who will be paid 


£87.435 a year, will be returning to 
the unit where he worked in 1986 
and 1987. including during the 
election of that year, under Lord 
Griffiths of Fforestfach. He was 
deeply involved in work on the inner 
dties and was the key thinker 
behind the drive to give council 
tenants more power through the 
housing action trusts announced in 
the 1987 manifesto. 

He has been a partner of 
McKinsey and Co, the international 
management consultants, since 
19S4. Howard Davies, now Direc¬ 
tor-General of the CB1. was with the 
same company when he became 
special adviser to Nigel Lawson, 
then Chancellor of Exchequer, in 
1985. 

Lord Griffiths said last night: "Mr 


Major has made an outstanding 
appointment. He was one of the best 
people 1 ever worked with. He has 
an absolutely Rolls-Royce mind, he 
is politically sensitive and a practi¬ 
cal person. 

"I think he will be a great success. 
A Prime Minister needs someone 
who does not have an agenda of 
their own and who does not want 
the limelight. It is the Prime 
Minister who must take the 
stage. Norman will fit ideally into 
that." 

Mr Blackwell's appointment com¬ 
pletes a clean sweep of Mr Major's 
"kitchen cabinet". Last month he 
appointed a new political secretary, 
Howell James, and during the past 
year he has taken on a new press 
secretary, Christopher Meyer, and 


MORI poll page I 


Judge joins CSA critics 
as third of cases shelved 


By A Staff Reporter 


AFTER the Government’s dis¬ 
closure that the Child Support 
Agency was shelving 350,000 
cases, the troubled agency 
suffered further criticism yes¬ 
terday when a High Court 
judge questioned whether it 
gave enough weight to chil¬ 
dren's welfare in making its 
assessments. 

The revelation that the CSA 
was indefinitely postponing a 
third of its workload came 
from Alistair Burt, a Socai 
Security Minister, in a Com¬ 
mons written reply on Tues¬ 
day. He rejected claims that 
the move was a panic mea¬ 
sure. saying the agency was 
suffering “teething problems”. 


Mr Burt said it would shelve 
cases involving parents who 
were caring for children and 
claiming income support be¬ 
fore April 1993. For “the time 
being” it would not pursue 
cases in which parents had 
failed to return a maintenance 
application form for more 
than six months. 

Donald Dewar. Shadow So¬ 
cial Security Secretary, said 
yesterday: “It's a panic mea¬ 
sure of the worst sort" 

Reaction from pressure 
groups was mixed. Families 
Without Fathers said any¬ 
thing addressing the “cruel 
impact" of the CSA was good 
news, but the latest move did 


not address “basic Daws”. The 
Network Against the Child 
Support Act said the move 
proved the CSA was unable to 
cope because the legislation 
was unworkable, while the 
Campaign against the Child 
Support"Act said the decision 
was "the best Christmas 
present for hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of families". 

But Sue Slipman. director of 
the National Council for One 
Parent Families, condemned 
the move as “a devastating 
blow to all those lone parents 
who looked to the CSA to get 
the maintenance they so badly 
need to escape from the bene¬ 
fits trap". Sally Witcher, direc- 


Mother’s hopes are dashed 


By Jeremy Laurance, social services correspondent 


NOT a penny of the mainte¬ 
nance owed by the father of 
her two teenage children has 
been received by Elizabeth 
O’Neill. Yesterday's an¬ 
nouncement by the Child 
Support Agency dashed any 
hopes that remained. 

After argument about the 
father's financial situation, 
the CSA decided he should 
pay £60 a week but never 
enforced the order. By Sep¬ 
tember the arrears had 
readied £600. 

Mrs O’Neill said: “I kept 
hammering away but they 
weren’t interested. The agen¬ 


cy has never been bothered 
with these difficult cases. Yes¬ 
terday’s announcement only 
confirms what is already hap¬ 
pening: they don't want any 
case that gives them any 
hassle.” 

Until 1993, Mrs O'Neill 
received maintenance of £70 a 
week under a court order. 
However, when she applied 
for family credit, the agency 
investigated the level of her 
maintenance and ruled that it 
should be reduced to £9 a 
week. She protested that her 
former husband had exagger¬ 
ated his financial commit¬ 


ments, and eventually the 
CSA reassessed his mainte¬ 
nance payments at £60. 

Mrs O’NeilL of Paisley. 
Strafodyde. said: "I pressed 
them to investigate but they 
were not willing to challenge 
iL Now they are giving an 
amnesty to anyone who fails 
to fill in the forms or gives 
wrong information. 

“My husband is more than 
capable of contributing to the 
upkeep of his children but the 
taxpayer is picking up the tab. 
My family credit has been 
increased by £40 as a result of 
his failure to pay." 





Thanks I0ll| that was the seasonal favourite that 

Judy Garland sang to Margaret O’Brien in ‘Meet Me In Sr.Louis’. " 

And a Happy New Year to you too! CS'SsiEsS'Ei 

As irrelevant today as it's always been. 
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‘Alcatraz' 




! Oak Park Heights State Prison, Minnesota. US buHt in 
t a huge hole in the ground, holds 400 cut the state's roost 
! dangerous prisoners- There have beat no escapes. 
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tor of the Child Poverty Action 
Group ana eked the move as “a 
panic solution to the crisis that 
faces the CSA". 

Meanwhile in the High 
Court, Mr Justice Thorpe 
ruled that an absent father 
could not legally challenge the 
agency's assessments on how 
much he must pay for his two 
sons. 

However, he voiced “consid¬ 
erable sympathy" for the 
father's position and noted 
that the CSA had argued that 
legally it “has only to notice 
{the welfare of children] in 
passing". If that was so, the 
title Child Support Agency 
seemed “hollow indeed". 

Roy Biggin. 39. from 
Ardleigh. Essex, argued that 
the CSA failed properly to take 
into account his difficulties in 
providing for his two stepchil¬ 
dren from his second family 
when it ordered £SO-a-week to 
be deducted from his pay for 
his two natural children. The 
judge expressed “cbnsiderable 
sympathy for Mr Biggin’s 
position". 

However, he said, the sec¬ 
tion of the Child Support Act 
headed “Welfare of children — 
the general principle" had 
tittle influence when the CSA 
applied its formula for work¬ 
ing out how much an absent 
parent should pay. 

A CSA spokesman said the 
action had been against the 
Social Security Department 
rather than the agency and 
declined to comment. 
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Single top 
security 
jail ‘recipe 
for trouble’ 
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By Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 


BUILDING a single. US- 
style jail for top security 
inmates could be dangerous 
and lead to serious disorder, 
prison authorities were 
warned yesterday. A prison 
governor said it would create 
a “no-hope” situation result¬ 
ing in riots involving danger¬ 
ous and desperate men. 

After the Whitemoor 
breakout, the prison service 
is to consider a similar jaft to 
Oak Park Heights in Minne¬ 
sota. which holds a maximum 
of 400 prisoners and has not 
had an escape since it was 
buQt in 1982. 

The move was announced 
by Derek Lewis, the Director- 
General of the prison service, 
at a private meeting, with 
governors on Monday, al¬ 
though a spokesman for the 
service said yesterday that the 
mention of Oak Park 
Heights had merely been a 


passing reference and there 
were no plans to buOd such a 
prison in Britain. He con¬ 
firmed that an American 
expert had been invited to 
help in a general examina¬ 
tion of prison security. 

Such a jaB, holding 130 top 
security prisoners, would end 
the polity of 25 years of 
dispersing high-risk inmates 
around six key jails. After 
investigating the escape of 
the spy George Blake. Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma rec¬ 
ommended in 1966 that one 
prison, to house a maximum 
of 120 inmates, should be 
built on the Isle of Wight but 
his proposal was rejected in 
favour of dispersaL 

Sir Leon Radzinowicz. who 
headed the committee that 
advised on dispersal, said 
yesterday that there were 
serious risks in housing such 
prisoners together. “The dan¬ 
ger is that if you have a very 
high concentration of such 
people, they can cause sen- 


Ruling leaves judge unable 
to punish baby’s killer 


By Catherine Milton and Frances Gibb 


A TEENAGER convicted of 
cruelty to her baby who died 
after his head was swung 
against a wall walked free 
from the Old Bailey yesterday 
after a judge said he was 
prevented by a legal loophole 
from punishing anyone 
properly. 

Judge Pownall said he be¬ 
lieved "that David Larkin, the 
lover of the baby’s mother. 
Clare Taylor, was responsible 
for Darren Lee's “dreadful 
death" when he was nine 
months old. In their separate 
triais for cruelty. Taylor. 19, 
and Larkin. 32. of' Hcmel 
Hempstead. Hertfordshire, 
blamed each other. 

The case brought renewed 


calls for the closure of the 
loophole which child welfare 
campaigners say has allowed 
the killers of at least six 
children to escape prosecution 
for murder or manslaughter. 

In a ruling handed down in 
1991. the Court of Appeal 
quashed two convictions for 
the manslaughter of a 16- 
month-old girl because there 
was no evidence as to which of 
her parents was responsible 
for the toddler's death. 

Larkin was jailed for three 
years last month after being 
found guilty of cruelly on the 
ground thar he should have 
prevented Taylor from harm¬ 
ing Darren. He has appealed 
against both his conviction 


and sentence. Imposing a 12- 
month conditional discharge 
on Taylor, Judge Pownall 
said: “I find myself in an 
unenviable position. On the 
one hand Darren suffered a 
dreadful death for which 
someone should be very 
severely punished. I dom 
believe, myself, that person is 
you, it is truly Larkin." 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Colin Westwood later said: 
“We have to work within the 
Jaw and because there were no 
independent witnesses and 
neither Taylor nor Larkin 
sought to explain to us how 
Darren sustained his injuries, 
they could not be charged with 
murder or manslaughter." 


parliamentary private secretary. 
John Ward. Mr Major first met Mr 
Blackwell during his earlier stint at 
the policy unit when he was Social 
Security Minister. He was said to 
have formed a high opinion of him 
at that time, and they have devel¬ 
oped a good relationship during 
interviews for the post. 

Mr Blackwell, married with five 
children, graduated from Cam¬ 
bridge in natural sciences in 1973, 
before receiving a masters degrees 
in business administration at the 
Wharton business school. Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania, in 1975 and a 
PhD in finance and economics the 
following year. He is an amateur 
musician and a walker. 


University 

replaces 

national 

anthem 


Queen's University. Belfast, is 
to drop the national anthem 
from graduation ceremonies 
on the ground thtit it is. 
inappropriate. The Rev-.Ian 
Paisley, leader of - the Demo¬ 
cratic Unionist Party, has 
condemned the move as outra¬ 
geous and insulting. 

Hie University's Senate has 
voted to-, play instead the 
European Union's anthem — 
Ode to Joy from Beethoven's 
9th Symphony — to create a 
“harmonious and neutral" en¬ 
vironment The national an¬ 
them may be played-at other 
events. 


B-test failures 


One in 20 people breathalysed, 
in the first three days of the 
Christmas campaign against 
drink-driving failed the-test 
The figure, a -slight decrease 
on the same period last year, 
is expected to rise this 
week. 


Teacher wins: 


Madeline Kendrick. 60. of 
Famham, Surrey, a teacher 
sacked after being accused of 
spreading rumours about her 
headmaster, was awarded 
£5.000 after an industrial tri¬ 
bunal ruled disciplinary pro¬ 
cedures were not followed. 


ous disorder. There can'be 
control problems.” 

Like the infamous Alcatraz 
jaft. which is set on an island 
off San Francisco. Oak Park 
Heights uses the natural con¬ 
tours of the (and as an aid to 
security. Roy King, professor 
of criminology at the Univer¬ 
sity of Wales at Bangor, said 
it was built in an enormous 
hole and surrounded by 
earth walls. There are linked 
living units of about 50 in¬ 
mates each with cells on the 
ground floor and work and 
study rooms above. Each 
unit, complete with its own 
exercise yard, laces inward. 

Professor King said: “It is 
an extremely successful pris¬ 
on which has not had any 
serious incident of disorder." 
□ The former governor of 
Whitemoor has pulled out of 
a planned speed] about jail 
security. Andrew Barclay had 
been booked to address the 
Cambridge University Centre 
Business Chib next month. 


£2.75m for beat 


A 2b -mile salmon beat on the 
river Spey has been bought by 
a consortium for an estimated 
£2.75 million. The Wester 
EJchies beat was put on the 
market last year after tile 
death of its owner, the pods 
millionaire Sir John Moores. 


Office death 


The body of Lucy Agnew. 71, 
has been found in a storeroom 
at the office where she worked 
ten days after she went miss¬ 
ing. Police think Mrs Agnew, 
of Southampton, collapsed 
while she was in the cupboard 
and fell against the door. 


Boy’s trip halted 


An overseas sailing holiday 
for a teenager accused of 
burglaries and car crime has 
been scrapped after a public 
outcry. Sunderland social ser¬ 
vices cancelled funding' for 
foe 13-year-old boy’s trip 
yesterday. 


Street stabbing 


A 32-year-old vagrant was 
being held last night after a 
man was stabbed with a 
carving knife in front of shop¬ 
pers in the centre of Liverpool. 
The victim, who was in his 
20s, died soon after reaching 
hospital. 


School's £7m list 


A £7.7 million windfall for 
Can ford School, near Bourne¬ 
mouth. from the sale of a 
3.000-year-old Assyrian frieze 
discovered on foe tuckshop 
wail is to be spent on a 
scholarship programme, a 
sports centre and a theatre. 


Hospital at fault 


A hospital in Madrid was held 
60 per cent to blame for the 
death of Roy Kirin ear after a 
film-set fall from a horse. The 
High Court ruling means the 
Ruber hospital must pay 60 
per cent of foe £650.000 al¬ 
ready paid to the actor's 
family by FaJconftims. 


Lorry firm 
in death 
crash loses 


licence 


Severed 
limbs found 
in murder 
village attic 


CHRISTMAS IN THE TIMES 


By Paul Wilkinson 


By Michael Horsnkll 


THE haulage firm whose 
runaway lorry killed six 
people at Sowerby Bridge in 
Wesr Yorkshire was ordered 
off the roads yesterday. A 
government-appointed trans¬ 
port commissioner disquali¬ 
fied Fewston Transport from 
operating its vehicles from 
midnight tonight. 

Tony Evers. Fewston's man¬ 
aging director and Eric Pres¬ 
ton the firm's former transport 
manager, were disqualified 
from holding a goods vehicle 
operating licence for a year 
and three years respectively. 
However, the company, based 
in Skiplon, North Yorkshire, 
will today ask the Transport 
Tribunal in London for a 14- 
day slay of Ihe decision to give 
it time to appeal. 

Fewston had applied to 
renew irs operating licence 
and increase irs fleet from 30 
to 15 vehicles during a three- 
day public inquiry in Leeds 
last week, but it was opposed 
by Caiderdale District Coun¬ 
cil. which includes the crash 
scene, and by relatives of the 
victims. 


TH E severed head and limbs 
of a third murder victim were 
found by police in foe attic of 
a house in the Suffolk village 
of Brantford yesterday 
as bereavement counsellors 
moved in to help foe 
traumatised community. 

Detectives investigating the 
savage triple killings which 
took place in foe the space of 
eight days were last night still 
questioning a man who had 
discharged himself from a 
menial hospital where he was 
a voluntary in-patient. 

Hie man was said to have 
been living rough after re* 
turning to his home village 
recently. He was detained 
after police investigating foe 
murders of two elderly 
people earlier appealed for 
sightings of Jason MitchelL 
24. 

The third victim, whose 
body had been dismembered, 
was his father. Bob Mitchell, 
who was drangled at his 
home 200 yards from where 
Arthur Wilsoa 65. and his 
wife. Shirley. 61. were found 
strangled last week. 



THE LAST-MINUTE SHOPPER’S 
GOOD GIFT GUIDE 


Plus: the £100 prize jumbo 
crossword — and 
quizzes with fizz: win 
jeroboams of champagne 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
ROUND-THE-WORLD TRIP 
FOR TWO WORTH £64,000 

ON 

BOXING DAY 









\mt 


j & 

J i 




A ® 

It 


r 

r. \ * % 


alii 


fH'VtV: -• 


"LSILi . 

• , “■ Ml, * • — _ 

-iim.V'-; 

WUnrli 


v. ’ ''I 


F^naiv. - J* 1 

"lit; •/■'»!> 

""JY * 

■' ;;ni -! 


i 

?htn v ■ - 


vk, r - • ■ - 




■M*;,-'-ppm 

3 :;.. 

-V ' * - P l 


r + 














THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER 22 1994 


HOME NEWS 3 


‘Plane was like a giant shadow in the sky and I thought I was going to die’ 



The Boeing 737 sliced off the top of an electricity pylon and dipped tiles from the roof of a house before crashing into woodland, where the wreckage lies yards from the edge of the Willenhall estate 

Air crash confirms estate families’ worst fears 


By Kate Alderson and Dominic Kennedy 


IN THICK fog above the 2300 
homes of die Willenhall estate, 
two miles short of Coventry 
Airport, flight ACE702P 
crashed into an electricity 
pylon and lost control. It was 
955am and the plane was 
making the final leg of a 
journey from Amsterdam, 
having been diverted to East 
Midlands Airport because of 
bad weather. 

The Air Algfede plane, ready 
to collect a cargo, of up to 200 
live calves, took off from East 



Midlands at 932am. Resi¬ 
dents of die estate, where 
many have bought their own 
homes from die coundJ. were 
quietly cursing the low-flying 
aircraft as it headed noisily 
towards the airport They 
have campaigned' for many 
years against flights to Coven¬ 
try Airport and have been 
particularly angered by the 
frequency of flights during die 
past five weeks of Boeing 737s 
involved in the meat trade. 


After clippingthe top of an 80ft 
pylon, cleanly knocking off the 
triangular top section, the 
aircraft struggled to gain con¬ 
trol, careered towards four 
rows of small terraced houses 
known as FieJdmarch and 
brushed the top of the roof of 
house No 17. dislodging at 
least half a dozen tiles. 

As the aircraft headed to¬ 
wards a small wood adjoining 
the housing estate it smashed 
into streetlights and nosedived 
into a clearing in woodland. 
Flaming wreckage flew across 
the field and a plume of smoke 
vand- flames rose from”the 
aircraft 

The mangled aircraft its 
white, red and green livery 
still visible, came to rest 300 to 
400 yards from homes. Within 
20 minutes of the crash 12 fire 
engines arrived and houses 
and maisonettes were cor¬ 
doned off by police. 

The aftermath of the fire¬ 
fighting operation has left 
dozens of streets ankle deep in 
foam and the homes directly 
under the flight path have 
been evacuated and their resi¬ 



dents interviewed by police 
and offered counselling. 

Bewildered people stood 
around in groups, unable to 
grasp how dose to a greater 
disaster they had been. Ron¬ 
ald Bullock, who lives 300 
yards from the crash site, was 
one of the first on the scene. T 
was upstairs when 1 heard a 
huge hang and I ran out of the 
house. 1 could smell fuel fumes 
and saw a huge fire, the smoke 
was Kllowing everywhere:" 

Mr Bullock, 30, said his first 
thoughts were for any survi¬ 
vors. “me middle of the plane 
was still fairly intact and Alec, 
my friend, climbed up near 
the wreckage but couldn't see 
anyone. The heat was pushing 


us bade and as I walked away 
1 saw the remains of a human, 
body." 

Along with many other resi¬ 
dents on the estate Mr Bbllock 
said the pilot appeared to have 
averted a major disaster. “The 
plane was so dose to the 
houses and the pDot appears 
to have been trying to get into 
the open field. If he was trying 
to avoid us, then he is a hero." 

Evelyn Davis, 69, who lives 
in Ley side Road dose to the 
crash ate, has been campaign¬ 
ing against Phoenix Aviation’s 
livestock flights since they 
began five weeks ago. She and 
dozens of other residents have 
picketed the airport every day. 
“These flights have been a 


disaster waiting to happen," 
she said. . . 

“Every day we would say 
the same thing. The planes fly 
eight feet above our houses six 
times every day. I have report¬ 
ed every low-flying incident to 
Coventry Airport and they told 
us to stop being silly. They 
said an accident could never 
happen." 

Hilda Craner lives in one of 
four rows of houses over 
■which the aircraft flew said the 
aircraft was tilting heavily as 
it dipped the roof of the house 
two streets away. “It was as if 
the pilot was trying to set the 
plane on course again." 

Karen England had joked 
with her husband Mark the 


evening before about leaving a 
cup of coffee in the garden for 
the pilot. Yesterday a piece of 
fuselage lay dose to her 
garden gate and another lump 
of green metal was lodged in a 
tree dose to her home. 

“I had just gone to the 
bathroom.” she said. “I heard 
a sound and saw the plane 
hitting a tree opposite. I looked 
through the window and all I 
could see was pieces of tree 
and wreckage raining down. 
It must have missed us by 
inches." 

Josephine McLennan said: 
“Just as 1 opened the dining 
room curtains, the plane hit 
the pylon in front of me. It was 
coming straight at me. It was 


like a giant shadow in the sky 
and I thought I was going to 
die." 

Among those arriving to 
look at tire wreckage through 
the bare trees were Pamela 
Brown and Jill Phipps, bum 
Coventry Animal Alliance. 
The police watched them 
closely and asked reporters 
what they had been saying. 
The group has been picketing 
Coventry Airport since Nov¬ 
ember. taking direct non-vio¬ 
lent action against the 
transportation of live calves. 
The flight that crashed con¬ 
tained no animals. 

The alliance called off its ; 
protest at the airport yesterday 
and within two hours of the 
crash staged a demonstration 
outside Coventry council's of¬ 
fices in the city centre. 

A spokesman for the council 
said: “Residents living near an 
airport do have grave con¬ 
cerns over noise pollution and 
safety. These were taken into 
consideration at the time of 
their complaints. We are very 
appalled by the tragic loss of 
life caused hy the terrible 
crash. Our condolences go out 
to an the families involved." 






■ 432am: Air 
Algerie ACE702P leaves 
Coventry Airport for 
Amsterdam. Unloads 
cargo of cattle and 
returns to Coventry. 

■ 735am: The 
Boeing 737 is diverted to 
East Midlands 
Airport because of fog. 

■ 8.12am: Lands at 
East Midlands Airport 

■ 932am: Departs 
for Coventry. 

■ 935am: Plane 
strikes a pylon and dips 
two houses at 
Willenhall. Crashes two 
mfles short of the 
city’s airport 

■ 936am: Police 
receive first emergency 
call. 

■ 10am: 

Paramedics, firefighters 
and police arrive at 
Hie scene. 

■ 10.15am: Police set 
up telephone hotline 
and receive 150 calls 
in the first hoar. 


Exporter threatened by 
animal rights groups 

By Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 



An Air Algerie cargo plane being loaded with cattle 


Grim reminder for 
Lockerbie relatives 

By Andrew Pierce 


PHOENIX Aviation began 
flying livestock to the Conti¬ 
nent in October after the 
main exoss-Channd ferries 
banned such cargo. The 
flights have angered animal 
rights activists, and were 
banned at one stage because 
of security fears. 

Two of Phoenix’s animal 
handlers were on board the 
Boeing 737 cargo plane, 
leased from Air Algfrie. The 
company, based at Franfcton, 
near Rugby, transports more 
than 5,000 calves a week to 
Amsterdam and Rennes in 
northwest Franee. lt has five 
flights on weekdays and a 
restricted service on Satur¬ 
day. Each plane carries about 
190 animals . 

_ It is the only company in 
Britain expo fling livestock by 
stir. “We have no cargo fleet 
of our own and have to 
charter all our aircraft," a 
company spokeswoman said. 

The Ministry of Agrictd- 

1 tone gave its approval for the 
service despite protests from 


ani ma l welfare groups which 
led the campaign to stop the 
ferry trade. They want all 
animals for export to be 
slaughtered in this country. 

William Waldegrave, the 
Agriculture Minister, said 
foe live export trade was 
Lawful and should continue if 
welfare regulations were fol¬ 
lowed. Aircraft equipped 
with straw-bedded livestock 
pens offered better condi¬ 



tions than rolkm, roll-off 
ferries on which animals 
were packed into lorries. 

Chris Barrett-Jolley, man¬ 
aging director of Phoenix 
Aviation, said last mgfbt “We 
have had many anonymous 
Hin»ah; from annual r i g hts 
. militants, including even 
threats.against our.aircraft, 
though 1 very much doubt 
that anyone would have the 
trrtmiral ability to cause an 
accident- of- this kind. Onr 


head offices have been at¬ 
tacked. People invaded foe 
grounds and smashed win¬ 
dows, vandalised cars and 
smeared graffiti on walls, 
forcing ns to hire guards." 

Respect for Animals, the 
welfare group that first pro¬ 
posed a boycott of ferries 
carrying livestock, said yes¬ 
terday that it would step up its 
campaign to end all animal 
exports. Mark Glover, chief 
spokesman, said- “We are 
concerned by the use of a 21 - 
year-old aircraft from a small 
airline and foe undue hade 
with winch these export 
routes were set up." 

On November 3, Coventry 
City Council banned the 
flights because of fears Hot 
airport security would be 
jeopardised by animal rights 
protests. The council backed 
down two days later after Mr 
Barrett-JoBey threatened an 
£83 million suit for damages. 
On November 15 a High 
Court judge ruled that a ban 
would be illegal. 


WHEN die Air Algerie Boeing 
737 burst into flames yester¬ 
day, relatives and friends of 
those who died in the 
Lockerbie tragedy were mark¬ 
ing the sixth anniversary of 
Britain's worst air disaster. 

Some of those who were 
going to tiie candlelit ceremo¬ 
ny at Westminster Abbey, 
central London, last night 
wept when they heard that the 
plane had crashed only 100 
from the nearest home: On 


December 21. 1988. all 259 
passengers and 11 people in 
Lockerbie died when Flight 
103 crashed after an Arab 
terrorist bomb exploded. 

Dr Jim Swire, whose 
daughter Flora died, said: “I 
give thanks that no one on the 
ground was killed. It would 
have been unbearable if others 
had to go through the same as 
us oh the very anniversary." 


Magnus linklater. page 10 


Workhorse airliner is 
the world’s bestseller 


THE twin-engined, short- 
range Boeing 737 is foe best¬ 
selling airliner ever and 
regarded as the workhorse of 
foe aviation industry. 

The makers daim it has an 
excellent safety record, and 
more than 3,000 have been 
delivered to airlines world¬ 
wide sauce it first went into 
service in December 1967. 

British Airways and Brit¬ 
ish Midland still use foe 
plane because it is popular 
and easy to fly. However, 
many British charter airlines 
are switching to bigger air¬ 
craft such as the Boring 757 
or ordering the European 
Airbus A320 with its ad¬ 
vanced electronics. 

Although foe Boeing 737- 
200 that crashed was 21 years 
old, there is no reason why 
well maintained aircraft 
should not fly for many years. 
An aviation expert once reck¬ 
oned that if a family car was 
kept as well as a plane it 
would last 6.000 years. 

Rudder problems are 


By Marianne Curphey 

being investigated as a pos¬ 
sible cause of the crash of a 
US Air 737 near Pittsburgh in 
September, in which all 132 
on board died, and of foe 
crash of a 737 in Colorado 
Springs in 1991- 
The Seattle Times, which 
covers the district where 
Boring aircraft are built, 
reported in October that foe 
737*5 rudder bad prompted 
46 "service difficulty reports" 



to American aviation 
authorities. 

In 1988, foe US Federal 
Aviation Administration or¬ 
dered thousands of rivets to 
be replaced on ageing 737s to 
stop their fuselages cracking. 
The ruling followed a metal- 
fatigue accident when the top 
half of an aircraft tore off in 
Hawaii sucking a stewardess 
out of the plane. This was 
simitar to an accident in 1981 
when a 737 disintegrated in 


mid-air over Taiwan, killing 
all 110 passengers and crew. 

In Angus! 1985, 55 people 
died in foe Manchester Air¬ 
port disaster when a British 
Airtours 737 burst into flames 
as it was about to take off. 
Most were killed fay poison¬ 
ous smoke before they could 
get out 

In January 1989, 47 people 
died and 67 were seriously 
injured when a British Mid¬ 
land 737 crashlanded on foe 
Ml at Kegworth while trying 
to make an emergency land¬ 
ing at East Midlands airport 
after an engine fire. 

In foe latest accident, foe 
black box data recorder will 
hold vital dues. It gives 
readings of height, speed and 
the performance of foe air¬ 
craft's hydraulics and en¬ 
gines. The 30-strong Air 
Accidents Investigation 
Brandi is often able to give 
an initial due to the cause of 
a crash within 12 hours of 
analysing foe plane’s flight 
recorder. 



JUlirzry. 
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QE2 passengers joke 
but insist voyage is 
no laughing matter 


By Kathryn Knight 


EQUAL measures of the Dun¬ 
kirk spirit and gallows hum¬ 
our were reported by 
passengers on board the QE2 
last night as the liner headed 
through choppy waters to 
New York, where it is due to 
dock 13 hours late at 9pm local 
time today. 

A further 471 British holi¬ 
daymakers are flying to New 
York this morning to join the 
liner, which yesterday still had 
only sporadic hearing and 
running water.. 

Those staying on for the 
Caribbean leg of the cruise 
were to be taken on a tour of 
Manhattan, but have been 
told the trip is off. The captain 
has also indicated that the 
1.000 passengers may have to 
miss one of the islands on the 
itinerary. 

Merrilyn Wesley, a man¬ 
agement trainer for Midland 
bank, said a mood of jocular 
determination prevailed on 
board. “The in-joke among the 
passengers at the moment is 
that we Ye sailing on the 
QE1 3 4 . although that's proba¬ 


bly being generous,” she said. 
•There are real edges of sar¬ 
casm coming through now. 
When the crew say ‘Good 
morning’, we say 7s it?*" 
Many passengers attended 
a show given by the American 
ventriloquist Ron Lucas and 
his dragon puppet Scorch. “As 
Scorch breathed fire, lots of 
die passengers shouted that 
the ventriloquist should send 
him upstairs to do the weld¬ 
ing. as it might get done more 
quickly,” Ms Wesley said. 

Behind the bravado lies a 
determination to win compen¬ 
sation from Cunard. Peter 
Ludlow, who is accompanying 
Ms Wesley on the trip, said 
that despite daily improve¬ 
ments. passengers felt every 
day was a fight 
“There’s been lots of talking, 
but what we want is action 
from Cunard. I feel very bitter 
about it alL" Mr Ludlow has 
taken a video film of whar he 
considers to be safety hazards 
on board. "The deck is so 
dangerous. There are holes 
there and planks lying 


around, and equipment all 
over the place. I don’t want to, 
but I will use this against 
Cunard if I have to.” 

He added: “The crew are 
embarrassed and upset at 
what's going on and have said 
the publicity has been entirely 
justified.” 

Christine Hall, an Ameri¬ 
can law professor who won 
her ticket in a draw, is 
representing about SO QE2 
passengers, many of whom 
have indicated that they will 
file lawsuits if Cunard does 
not respond to their demands. 
“Their requests are all differ¬ 
ent. but the bottom line is that 
they want the holiday they 
paid for. It's not a question of 
whether we’ll get compensa¬ 
tion. but how much.” she said. 

Eric Flounders, spokesman 
for Cunard. assured the Brit¬ 
ons joining the ship in New 
York that their Christmas 
cruise would go ahead as 
planned. “It's been a bit of a 
struggle but we’re on track. 
There will be no further 
offloads.” 



Arfur, the London Zoo lion under observation at a veterinary hospital where he is said to be very poorly 


Arfur the lion sick with suspected cancer 


ARFUR, the doyen of London Zoo's 
pride of lions, is thought to be suffering 
from a form of cancer and is under 
observation in an animal hospital (John 
Young writes). A zoo spokesman refused 
to comment yesterday on reports that he 
might be dying but said be was very 
poorly. 

The five-year-old, 25 stone Asian lion. 


who has twice mauled intruders, is 
believed to have contracted lymphoma, a 
disease that attacks the lymph cells. He 
was also in the spotlight this year when 
he was muted with the five cubs he had 
fathered after mating with two of the 
zoo’s lionesses. Rudd and Chandani. 
The cubs were the first of the species to . 
be born in Britain since 1907. There are 


only about 400 Asian lions left in the 
world. 

On New Year’s Eve last year Ben 
SQcock, a schizophrenic, was bitten in 
-the chest and neck by Arfur after 
entering his enclosure. In September 
this year another disturbed man. Tony 
Sanuni climbed in. He was pinned by 
the throat but escaped with his life. 


Sex abuse 
teacher 
allowed 
to go free 


PARENTS protested at the 
Old Bailey yesterday when 
a primary school teacher 
who had .' admitted inde¬ 
cently assaulting six boys 
was allowed to walk free, 
"Ifs a disgrace —‘he. 
should have got. six years”. 
said one after'-Michael. 
Moody, 29, was given a 
three-year probation orrier- 
Another said:.This tony 
justice. Some of the child¬ 
ren are still suffering.” - 
Moody was suspended . 
from his south - London 
school after a five-year-old 
made allegations of inde¬ 
cency. He was eventually 
sacked but it was only after.. 
he had left That other boys ' 
came fbrwardwith aHega-* 
tious of abuse.’ 

Stephen -.Walter, fatthe' 
prosecution^ said Moody 
had used various ^pretexts 
to touch boys indecently- 
Judge Rogers said 
Moody .was-a changed 
man from three years ago. 
He was now working as a 
gardener living with-a rdr- 
gkrus order mUss,-Hamp- 
shire; and having therapy. 


There’s a world of 


difference between them 
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WH Smith 
£16.99 



If you’re going to buy Colin Thubron’s eagerly awaited 
account of his travels in Central Asia, here’s some 
guidance... do it at Dillons. Our Christmas promotion 
features dozens of new bestsellers on special offer ,; which 
would cost at least 33% more elsewhere. 






They’re just part of the huge range available in our 
branches, many of which have up to 80,000 titles. 

So, you don’t have to go to the ends of the earth 
for great value gift book ideas. You’ll find them 
right here at Dillons. 


DILLONS 




£20£ff£15.00 £lA&f£l 1.20 O*97£ll.20 the bookstore £L&0OT£II.25 £fc9V£7.49 £45:00 £33.75 


Best range. Bestsellers. Best prices. 

Dillons Bookstores (a Pentos Company) indude Hatchards, Hodges Figgis and Athena Bookshops. Offer doses Jan. 14th 1995, subjea to availability. Most of our stores are now open on Sundays. 


FOR ANY BOOKS THROUGH THE POST, CALL DILLONS DIRECT 0345 125704 (Calls charged at local rate) 




Contract 64 by South. Opening lead: *A 


By Robert Sheehan 
BRIDGE CORRESPONDENT 


Instead of my usual refresher. 
I give this old chestnut suit¬ 
able for the Christmas season. 
It is a doubledummy prob¬ 
lem, by which is meant you 
can see all four hands. Can 
South make Six Oubs against 
the lead of the ace of 
spades? 

The - ‘ “trjr as the chess 
problematists put it is for 
South to raff the spade with a 
high club. He then draws 
three rounds of tramps, cash¬ 
es the ace-king of hearts and 
aee of diamonds, and leads the 
three of dubs to East’s six. As 
East has only got spades and 
hearts left, he has to give 
dummy the lead. The declarer 
makes one spade trick four 
heart tricks, one diamond 
trick and six dub tricks. 

For those of you who have 


not already moved on to the 
wine page. East's counter to 
this manoeuvre is to play his 
eight-seven-six of dubs on the 
firrt three rounds of the suit 
Then when South plays the 
three of dubs on the fourth 
round. East still Jias the two 
left and the declarer is stuck in 
hand and has to concede two 
diamond tricks to West So the 
answer is: South cannot make 
Six Clubs against best defence. 

Macallan Pairs 

Hie Macallan International 
Bridge Pairs Championship, 
in association with The Times 
and The Sunday 7fmes,-will 
be held at the. White House 
Hotel. Albany Street London 
NW1, on January 25-71. For 
details and tickets contact the 
English Bridge Union. 
Broadfields. Bicester Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3BG, 
(tel 0296 394414). 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 


Hastings preview 

The internarional tournament 
at Hastings was founded in 
1895 and is the world's longest 
running traditional tourna¬ 
ment. Hastings is also Brit¬ 
ain’s premier chess compe¬ 
tition. 

This year's event runs from 
December 28 to January 8 and 
takes place at the Cinque Ports 
Hotel Periquito. 

The roll-call of those who 
have played at Hastings reads 
like a list of the world's greats. 
In 1895 Pillsbury won the first 
tournament, and in later years 
he was followed by Capa- 
blanca, Alekhine. Botvinnik. 
Tal, Spassky and Karpov. 

In recent years top British 
players including Nigel Short 
and John Nunn have imposed 
their mark on the competition 
and captured first prize on 
several occasions, a sign of the 
increasing impact made by 
British Grandmasters on the 
world chess scene. 

Britain is represented this 
year by top players. Grand¬ 
masters Dr John Nunn and 
Susan Lalic. Both arc likely to 
produce fascinating games as 
the following samples 
demonstrate. 

White: John Nunn 
Blade Marthew Sadler 
Uoyds Bank Masters, London 
1993 

Sicilian Defence 


17 Rgl 

18 tag5 

19 Kbl 

20 Nd4 

21 BxM 

22 Bg3 

23 Bc4 

24 bxc3 

25 Qe2 

26 Rctel 

27 BM 

28 Bxb3 

29 Rg4 

30 txg4 

31 Qxa6 


h*Q5 

RM 

QdB 

exd4 

Nb6 

Nxa4 

Nc3+ 

dxc3 

Qa5 

Ra7 

b3 

Rb7 

Rxg4 

Qb4 

Black resigns 


Diagram of final position 
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Grandmaster Susan Lalic 
fine form, having led 
English Women’s team t 
outstanding sixth place ii 
Moscow Olympiad. 

White: Susan Lalic 
Black: Niaz Murshed 
Uoyds Bank Masters, Lot 
1989 


1 e4 

2 d4 


Pire 


1 

e4 

C5 

2 

Nf3 

06 

3 

04 

cxd4 

4 

WwM 

m 

5 

Nc3 

36 

6 

Bc3 

e5 

7 

Nb3 

Bee 

8 

(3 

Nbd? 

9 

94 

Be? 

10 

Od2 

bs 

11 

34 

b4 

12 

Nd$ 

Bxd5 

13 

exd5 

Oc? 

14 

95 

Nh5 

15 

0-00 

Nt4 

16 

M 

h6 


Nf3 
Be2 
Nc3 
0-0 
Rel 

8 Bf4 

9 e5 

10 Bgs 


11 Btce7 

12 05 

13 eke® 

14 Bxb5 

15 006 

16 Bc6 

17 Rabl 

18 Rxb8 

19 Rb3 


Defence 

96 

Bg7 

06 

Nf6 

0-0 

C6 

0C7 

Nbd7 

Nh5 

d*e5 

Re8 

05 

Qxc6 

Ob? 

Qxb 2 

Q*C3 

64 

Black resigns 


Winning mom, page 44 
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Ministers shelve 
unpopular new 
school diploma 


By John O’Leary, education editor 


PLANS for a new school- 
leavers’ qualification, baited 
by ministers as a “passport to 
die world of work" seven 
months ago, were quietly 
shelved by die Government 
yesterday. 

The proposed General Di¬ 
ploma was one of foe 
centrepieces .of foe White 
Paper on competitiveness, 
published in May. Hie idea 
behind foe modem version of 
the School Certificate was to 
assure employers that J6-year- 
oMs had mastered foe basics 
of English, mathematics, sci¬ 


ence and at least two other 
subjects. 

However, consultation on 
the proposal drew little enthu¬ 
siasm from education or in¬ 
dustry. and officials encoun¬ 
tered practical problems in 
a ssembl ing the necessary 
information. 

The announcement of the 
diploma’s demise was buried 
in a statement yesterday that 
named 118 schools which win 
p3ot new vocational courses. 
Eric Rath, Education Minis¬ 
ter, said: “We have reflected 
carefully mi whether it is right 


Student loan boss 
steps down as 
complaints rise 

By Ben Preston, education correspondent 


THE chief executive of foe 
state-owned Student Loans 
Company has stepped down 
because of ffl-heahh antid 

rfa i pwe that managerial fa- 

competence has left thoo- 
sands of students penniless. 

Student Loans said yester¬ 
day that Ron Harrison, who 
was taken seriously in hut 
month, was recuperating and 
had not resigned. A tempo¬ 
rary replacement has been 
appointed. 

About 35,000 students will 
be left without loans over 
Christmas after foe botched 
introduction this s ummer of 
a streamlined system for re¬ 
peat applications. Fonts 
were sent to students’ old 
addresses and foe company 
was overwhelmed by last* 
min u te applications from 
those who had lost oir foiled 
Id receive them. 

Although the company re¬ 
cruited extra staff, student 
leaders rfpimed foat thou¬ 
sands could not make contact 
because telephone lines were 
constantly engaged, fin Bos¬ 
well foe Higher Education 
Minister, criticised the com¬ 
pany last week forpuareept- 
aUedetoys. 

Bryan Hanes, Labour’s 


higher education spokes¬ 
man. said: “If it had been 
pensioners who had been 
waiting weeks for their pen¬ 
sion foe nation would have - 
been in uproar, but because it 
was students, people tolerat¬ 
ed ft." 

The Glasgow-based com¬ 
pany, winch has been dogged 
by controversy since it was 
established four years ago, is 
the subject of a inquiry by foe 
accountants Coopers & 
Lybrand Cor the Education 
Department after allegations 
of fin a ncial irregularities by 
former members of staff. 

The National Audit Office 
launched an investigation in 
the summer into separate 
allegations surrounding the 
award of a computer contract 
and claims that In two 
months in 1992 Mr Harrison 
spent £350 on whisky for the 
boardroom on top of a petty 
cash whisky MO of £232. 

The Times disclosed last 
month (hat half of all gradu¬ 
ates who have taken out a 
student loan are too poor to 
make repayments or are fad¬ 
ing to settle their debts. So 
for, more than £751 million 

has been km to students and ., 
only £19.8 milli on repaid. 


to proceed with the introduc¬ 
tion of foe diploma from 1995 
as originally planned, in the 
fight of foe views expressed. 

“We have concluded that it 
is right for foe time being to 
focus our efforts on securing 
standards in the core subjects 
of the national curriculum, on 
piloting foe new General Nat¬ 
ional Vocational Qualification 
and on securing better careers 
guidance for young people, as 
set out in foe White Paper.” 

The examination boards 
had been expected to adminis¬ 
ter the diplomas, but the large 
number of schools using a 
variety of boards would nave 
made such a system impossi¬ 
ble. and added considerably to 
foe bureaucracy and cost of 
theexerrise. 

It is foe third time since 1991 
that ministers have shrived 
plans for a diploma. Kenneth 
Clarke, as Education Secre¬ 
tary. published plans for di- 
ptomas at 16 and 18. But only 
foe advanced qualification ap¬ 
peared in the Conservative 
Party’s manifesto foe follow¬ 
ing year, and plans for its 
introduction have never been 
pursued. 

David Bhmkett, Shadow 
Education Secretary, said: 
“The current confusion in the 
plethora erf overtapping quali¬ 
fications makes this decision 
inevitable. What we really 
need is a coherent forward 
plan of how to unify, rather 
titan disaggregate, vocational 
and academic qualifications.” 

Teaching unions welcomed 
the decision. David Hart gen¬ 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Head Teachers, 
said: “I am glad foe Govern¬ 
ment has listened. For once, 
consultation appears to have 
been genuine.” 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of die National Asso¬ 
ciation of Schoolmasters and 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said serious problems re¬ 
mained with the new vocation¬ 
al courses apart from the 
diploma. The union, which led 
the original boycott of national 
curriculum testing, would is¬ 
sue “strong advice" to mem¬ 
bers on the “excessive 
workload which accompanies 
much of the coursewurk as¬ 
sessment requirements”. 



Oak Farm, where Mrs Raines’s body was found by her son as he returned from working in the fields 


Wealthy widow stabbed to death 
for contents of her handbag 


By Paul Wilkinson 


A WEALTHY widow found 
murdered was proably killed 
for foe contents of her hand¬ 
bag. Adelaide Ruth Raines, 73, 
was discovered by her son 
slumped on the floor of foe 
family farmhouse as became 
in from work in the fields on 
Tuesday night 
Mrs Raines had died from 
multiple knife wounds. Detec¬ 
tives last night appealed for 



help from anyone who saw 
anything strange at her home 
at Oak Farm in Broughton. 
North Yorkshire. 

A spokesman for North 
Yorkshire Police said: “It app¬ 
ears that she answered her 
door to a stranger and that she 
was stabbed to death. We have 
discovered that Mrs Raines’s 
handbag is missing.” 


Detectives said that nothing 


£14,000 damages for woman sacked 
over daughter’s ‘memories’ of abuse 


By A Staff Reporter 


A SOCIAL worker sacked by a 
children's charily after her 
daughter accused her of sexu¬ 
al abuse was yesterday 
awarded the maximum com¬ 
pensation of £14,000 fay an 
industrial tribunal 
The woman, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, told 
the tribunal that her dau ghter 
was a victim of the controver¬ 
sial psychological technique 
that invites people to “remem¬ 
ber^ being abu^d as children. 

Opponents of the technique, 
developed in the United 
States, have named it “false 
memory syndrome”. They 
claim that people are persuad¬ 
ed to believe things happened 
to them when they did not 
Five hundred cases have 
been brought to foe attention 
of the British False Memory 
Society since it was set up 18 
months ago. Roger ScotfonL 
director of the society, said 
that is every case foe alleged 
victims had been urged to 


sever all finks with their 
families in an effort to “heal" 
thernsrives- 

The industrial tribunal at 
Newcastle upon Tyne was told 
that tbe daughter made her 
claims of abuse between die 
ages of six and 11 shortly after 
being referred to a psycholo¬ 
gist for treatment for depres¬ 
sion. Her mother was 
suspended from her job with 
Baruankrc and was dis¬ 
missed although she was nev¬ 
er questioned by police about 
foe allegations. 

Tlie woman, who is married 
with two other chfldren, lives 
in from Newcastle upon Tyne. 
She said: “The last time I saw 
my daughter was when she 
went on holiday two years 
ago Tbe next day I went to 
wait and was suspended. The 
whole thing was a bolt out of 
tbe blue. 

“My daughter lad planned 
the holiday to get away from 
me after telling my superiors 



Ramona: father awarded 
$50Cfc000 over sex daims 

she had been abused as a 
youngster." 

She said the allegations had 
destroyed her life: “I can’t 
befieve 1 was sacked on the 
basis of wholly unacceptable 
information. Employers and 
especially therapists should 
have proper guidelines so 


cases like thus do not happen 
again. ” 

Mr Scotford said: “AH the 
families who contact us have a 
similar story. A germ of an 
idea is put into a person's head 
by the therapist He tells them 
that they have been abused as 
chfldren but forgot all about 
what happened because one 
day their memory chose to blot 
it out for good. 

“Before long these people 
are haring false memories 
and really do believe they have 
been abused when they 
haven’t It is akin to 
brainwashing.” 

In May, an American man 
wot $500,000 damages after 
accusing therapists of plant¬ 
ing thoughts of abuse in his 
daighters mind. Gary Ramo¬ 
na’s marriage broke up and he 
lost his highly paid job after 
Holly, 23, “recovered" memo¬ 
ries of incest during treatment 
for an eating disorder. 

Bamardo’s refused to com¬ 
ment on the tribunal decision 
but is expected to appeal 


At just £1.4m, golden egg is a gift 


By Alan Hamilton 

[HE stocking need oofy be 
small. A petite ladies’ size 
wo would be perfectly ade- 
prate. The wallet, however, 
will..have to be bulging to 
npe with foe ultimate 
Christmas stocking filler of 
[994. 

Aspreys of Bond Street 
lave it ««d will part with it 
or a mere £1.410,000. It is an 
^ of a size that your 
iverage hen would dass as 
umbo, hand-spun from 18- 
arat white gold, and its 
wrface covered nr .22021 
arats of square princess-cut 
liamonds. Tbe' ne plus ultra 
rf baubles does have a use, 
if sorts: inside is a pair of 
liaznnxLdrop earrings. As- 
jreys said yesterday it had 
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" Christinas 1994: top 


Top setting confeo- 

seffing videos 


tionery at Woolworths 

1 Jurassic Park 


1 Cactoays Dairy Mflk 

2 Mrs Doubtflre 


(1kg bar) 

3 Snow White 


. 2 Galaxy Twin (150gm) 

4 Free Wffly 


3 Cadburys Roses 

5 Aladdin 


(18kgttn) 

6 From The Bushes — 


4 Fexiero Rocher 

Jethro 


(250gm pack) 

7 Gone With The Wind 


5 Cacfcurys Roses (1kg) 

8 Take ThatUve in . 


6 Cadburys Rosss 

. Berlin 


(750gm hamper) 

9 Bffiy CormoOy 


7 Ferraro Rocher (tray 

Live *94 


of 24) 

10 Moppets' Christmas 


8 Quality Street (11b) 

Carol 


9 Galaxy (500gm bai) 

11 Bambi 


10 Cadburys Dasy MBk 

12 Homeward Bound 


(20Ogm bar) 


rUI IUV WWV - r 

ave tbe vizfipe of befog xm 
rnmi cky but fundamental- 
unnecessary. Harrods 


nffler at tbe more xeason- 
fe price of £14.9^ or > 
fciy bear which plays Elvis 


Presley's song of tbe same 
name at the [ness of a button 
for £29.95. 

. Hie store’s life-size cuddly 
dromedary at £1950 would 
not fit into even, foe largest 
anririn^ but their £41 toilet 
brush in foe shape of a 
fartiw would. The donor of 


foe latter, however, might 
stand accused of a certain 
lack of romance. Stocking 
fillers property belong in foe 
undera-tenner category, a 
market for which even 
Harrods caters. A pair of 
sefftying shoelaces, per¬ 
haps. at £3.99, or a plastic 


mackintosh in the store’s 
distinctive green at £1.95. At 
foe other end of the retail 
spectrum, Woolworths are 
enjoying brisk sales of a 
gymnastic Barbie dofl at 
£9.99 and Biker Mice at 
£499. Biker mice, for the 
uninitiated, are furry mice 
an bikes. 

But why should children 
have aO the fun? Is not one’s 
dog. cat parrot or goldfish 
entitled to a stocking? Edible 
fruit-flavoured toys for par¬ 
rots come at £3.95. gtow-in- 
the dark fish-tank gravel 
which will make tbe poor 
creatures imagine they are 
s w i mmin g near Sdlafidd, 
costs £3.95 a pound, while a 
packet of Equimints for 
horses is a mere 95p. 

Ready-made stockings for 
dogs at £9.50 from Harrods 
—and you have over 14&000 
of them for the price of one 
Asprey egg — indude a toy. 
choc drops, chews and dog 
asps, while a similar item 
for cats features dried fish 
and a collar. Sadly, it does 
not indude any Biker Mice. 


else was missing from foe 
property and it was not known 
if Mrs Raines's handbag con¬ 
tained a large amount of cash 
or valuables. 

Guy Raines. 38, found his 
mother's body in a pool of 
blood in a ground floor room 
as he arrived home for his 
evening meal He had taken 
over the running of the 500- 
acre farm after ms father died 
six years ago. 

The killin g shocked vil¬ 
lagers who said Mrs Raines 
was well liked and highly 
respected She kept herself to 
herself but would pass the 
time of day with other locals as 
she walked her dogs, a goklen 
labrador and a pair of collies. 

Janet Preston, a neighbour, 
said: ‘They are a well-off 
family, at one time they owned 
almost all the village land. 
Over foe years they sokJ off 
parcels for building but still 
controlled a sizeable slice of 
land." 

Oak Farm is a Georgian 
stone-built four-bedroomed 
property, standing at the edge 



Ruth Raines: well liked 
in the village 

erf the village. Mrs Raines and 
her husband Alan had lived 
there for more titan 45 years. 
The couple also had a daugh¬ 
ter, GDI, who is married to a 
York estate agent They were 
too upset last night to talk 
about Mrs Raines’s death. 

Her brother. Stanley Harri¬ 
son, a retired former said: “It 
has oome as a shock to all of 
us. Ruth, as my sister was 


known to us, was an active 
woman and well known in 
local village aretes." 

Mr Harrison had last seen 
his sister on Monday in the 
nearby town of Mai ton at foe 
funeral of her late husband’s 
cousin. He said that she had 
seemed to be perfectly all 
right 

“My sister must have been 
killed fay some stranger who 
knew she was alone in foe 
house. Guy was occupied do¬ 
ing hard work on foe form 
most of foe time. Her death is 
a tragedy. She was active and 
young-looking for her age and 
was very forthright and 
determined." 

Thirty task-force policemen 
are involved in the inquiry 
into Mrs Raines’s murder. 
Several of foe officers carried 
out a finger-tip search of the 
farmhouse and surrounding 
land, while others talked to 
people in the village. They 
hope that someone will have 
noticed foe killer leaving the 
form as he could well have 
been heavily bloodstained. 
Police- have not recovered the 
knife used in the attack. 



A sperm enters tine 
egg at journey’s end 

Struggling 
sperm’s 
clue to 
infertility 

By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

SPERM are such poor swim¬ 
mers that they need to “surf" 
along waves created by mus¬ 
cle contractions in foe womb. 
Canadian researchers have 
found. The absence of such 
contractions in the nrasde 
layers lining the womb could 
explain many cases of 
infertility. 

“Sperm are not salmon. 
They don’t swim unaided 
upstream," Dr Edward Ly¬ 
ons, of the University of 
Manitoba Health Sciences 
Centre in Winnipeg, told 
New Scientist. “They need 
these waves to ride on to get 
to the egg." 

He and Dr Clifford Levi 
used ultrasound to measure 
the contractions in women 
seeking treatment for infertil¬ 
ity and compared them with a 
similar number of fertile 
omen. Although the contrary 
Sons are imperceptible to 
women, the meas ur eme nts 
showed that they occur at a 
rate of about three a minute. 
about 80 per cent of the time 
in an upwards direction to¬ 
wards the Fallopian tubes. In 
infertile women the waves 
were weak Infrequent or 
moved downwards. 

The contractions seem to 
be at their bed in (he middle 
of the menstrual cycle, when 
women are ovulating, and 
are also encouraged by pros¬ 
taglandins, natural products 
found in seminal fluid that 
trigger muscle contraction. 

Dr Lyons said font women 
who have difficulty concav¬ 
ing with no obvious cause 
may have abnormalities in 
tire direction, frequency or 
intensity of foe contractions. 
Hieir best chance is to pick 
the time of imlttion when 
the waves are fikdy to be at 
their most fadpfuL 
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Air strikes across 
Europe threaten 
Christmas breaks 


By Marianne Curph ey 


HUNDREDS of thousands of 
travellers to Spain could have 
their holiday plans ruined by a 
pilots’ strike over the Christ¬ 
mas holiday. Travellers to 
Greece and France may also 
lace long delays because of 
strikes threatened by airline 
and ground-handling staff. 

Although Britain’s airports 
are predicting record business 
this winter and travel agents 
have almost sold out of Christ¬ 
mas overseas packages, a 
dispute between pilots and 
Iberia, the state-owned Span¬ 
ish airline, is threatening to 
turn into an all-out stoppage. 
The action is due to run from 
December 28 to January 12. 
The dispute over pay could 
also cause disruption to pas¬ 
sengers to Spain on airlines 
other than Iberia and its 
associated airlines Viva Air 
and Aviaco. 

Unions representing 
ground crews and pilots from 
die French domestic airline 


TOJfeBESQRfS 


The ten best-selling 
Christmas destinations 
for British 
holidaymakers are: 


1 Tenerife 
, 2 Gran Canaria 

3 Cyprus 

4 Lanzarote 

5 Costa del Sol 

6 Fuerteventura 

7 Costa Blanca 

8 Majorca 

9 Malta 

10 Caribbean 


Air Inter are threatening stop¬ 
pages over the holiday period, 
although a spokesman for the 
state-owned airline said he 
could not say how services 
would be affected. Internal 
flights in France will be 
involved but flights into the 
country on other airlines will 
not be affected. 

Ground staff at Greek air¬ 
ports will hold two 48-hour 


Worms and fungus 
make festive menu 


By Lucy Berrington 


EIGHTEEN people seeking 
an alternative to festive indul¬ 
gence have found a drastic 
solution: they are spending 
Christinas Day on a freezing 
Welsh hiU top learning SAS 
survival techniques. 

The volunteers have paid 
£50 each to climb 1,000 feet in 
the Brecon Beacons on 
Christmas Eve. On Christmas 
Day they will learn how to 
skin a rabbit, navigate by the 
stars and cook a meal of 
worms, plants and fungus. 

The organiser is Mick Ty¬ 
ler, a former member of the 
SAS who runs the Break¬ 
away Survival School in Her¬ 
eford. ‘They will find 
themselves al one with nature 
and will regain the skills that 
people have lost." he said. 
There is so much pressure at 
Christmas these days. When 
they get back home theyh be 
the only ones s milin g." 

He added: The scenery is 
incredible, massive water¬ 
falls and caves. I'm hoping it 


will be cold and dear on the 
hills with the temperature 
around zero. They make a lot 
of new friends and never look 
bade** 

John Probert 67, a widow¬ 
er, is the oldest member of 
the group and. he says, die 
fittest He Is a veteran of 
previous courses. There’s no 
boozing, nothing upsets you. 
you don’t come across the 
crowds. Well cook rabbits if 
we can catch them with 
snares." Squirrel might also 
be on the menu. “SquiiTel isa 
bit like chicken, an acquired 
taste." 

San Fawcett 43, who works 
in a Hereford building soci¬ 
ety. is on her second Christ¬ 
mas trip. The last one was 
excellent therapy, she says. 
“It’s a break from what 1 do." 
She dedined to eat worms 
but said rabbit stew was 
delirious with brandy. “Last 
year was beautiful beranse it 
snowed on Christmas Eve. It 
was a perfect Christmas." 


strikes on December 23.24,30 
and 31. unions said yesterday. 
The strike will affect 70 per 
cent of flights in and out of 
Athens. Elsewhere, the Christ¬ 
mas period is turning into a 
season of bumper sales with 
Eurostar putting on extra 
trains to cope with demand to 
Paris. 

Nearly 1.400,000 passen¬ 
gers will pass through Heath¬ 
row and Gatwick airports in 
die five days leading up to 
Christmas Eve — an increase 
of 11 per cent on last year. By 
January 3, Heathrow expects 
to have handled L7 million 
travellers. At Gatwick, staff 
said tomorrow and January 2 
would be their busiest days, 
and airport authorities are 
asking passengers not to wrap 
up Christmas presents to 
speed security checks. 

The travel agent Lunn Poly 
said that all its Christmas 
holidays had sold out. while 
Thomas Cook said sales were 
between 10 and 12 per cent up 
on last year. The holiday price 
war took to the seas yesterday 
as ferry companies prepared 
to cut fares as part of a 
January offensive against Le 
Shuttle. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Automobile Association said 
the Christmas rush on the 
roads would begin tomorrow 
lunchtime and predicted de¬ 
lays on the M5 and M6 at 
junction 4, the Ml at junction 
34. the M4 westbound at 
Newport and routes out of 
London. 

Blizzards have arrived in 
the Scottish Highlands, where 
more than 5,000 people are 
booked to stay at the ski resort 
of Aviemore over Christmas. 
Weather forecasters say. how¬ 
ever, that a white Christmas 
for most of the country is 
highly unUkely. The forecast 
for Christmas Day is rain in 
the North and sunny intervals 
in the South, with higher than 
average temperatures every¬ 
where. Sleet and fog are 
forecast for the next few days. 

Although Alpine ski resorts 
are celebrating the arrival of 
snow, in Sydney temperatures 
hit 44C — the hottest Decem¬ 
ber day in 37 years. Railway 
lines budded and scores of 
pedestrians collapsed in the 
heat 



Alec Guinness, Maureen O'Hara and the whisky miniatures in Carol Reed’s Our Man in Havana 


Our man in Havana’s whiskies 
find London restaurant home 


By John Shaw 


Forecast, page 22 


EIGHTY-TWO miniature 
bottles of whisky that be¬ 
longed to the late Graham 
Greene became a memorial to 
him yesterday. The collection 
featured in his novel Our 
Man in Havana and in the 
1959 film of the book. 

The bottles are central to an 
episode in which the hero, a 
vacuum-cleaner salesman re¬ 
cruited into the Secret Service, 
uses them as counters in a 
game of draughts with the 
secret police chief. The loser 
has to drink the miniatures 
and when the policeman 
passes out drunk, our man in 
Havana, played by Alec 
Guinness, steals his pistol. 

The collection was bought 
for £3.520. against an estimate 
of U500-£2,000, at Christie’s 
South Kensington by Rules 
Restaurant of Covent Garden. 

The author and his brother. 
Sir Hugh Carleton Greene, 
former Director-General of 
the BBC. were regular cus¬ 
tomers of Rules and their 



Benny Hill, a comedian who loved dressing up 


table on the first floor is now 
part of the Graham Greene 
room. 

Hugh Latimer, of the res¬ 
taurant, said: “The bottles, the 
novel and two stills from the 
film will now have pride of 
place there for the future. 
Graham Greene had his 
birthday lunch here for 30 or 
40 years. 

“It was a tradition. He had 
his own table, table II, and he 
would fly over specially for 


the occasion from Antibes in 
the South of France. His 
brother lunched here virtually 
eveiy day." 

The bottles were the top lot 
in a sale of entertainment 
memorabilia that included 
some of the late Benny Hill’s 
costumes. James Parker, 23, a 
professional comedian, of 
Kennington. southeast Lon¬ 
don. who does a Benny Hill 
impersonation as part of his 
act, bought his clown’s outfit 


for £528. The black and white 
checked suit, with a yellow 
bowler hat red nose and 
sequined pink bow tie. will go 
into Mr Parker’s comedy 
collection. 

He said: T have admired 
Benny Hill since I can remem¬ 
ber. 1 thought he was the 
greatest comic genius this 
country ever produced. 

“I particularly wanted this 
outfit because I loved the 
sketch it was used in. The 
down sketch was one of his 
finest He was a bom down." 
Mr Parker added: “I won’t be 
wearing the outfit and I wont 
be using it in my own act" 

Benny Hill’S Scout outfit 
went for £715 and his baggy 
schoolboy's uniform for E528. 

Hie outfits were put into the 
auction by Mary Hillman, 52, 
of Twickenham, southwest 
London, a former television 
make-up artist She acquired 
them last year among a 
collection of about 50 cos¬ 
tumes which she bought for 
£500 from Thames Television, 
her former employer. 
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WHILE STOCKS LAST 


V 3 off marked prices. Britain's biggest dj.y chain-FiwoII 0500300150 for your nearest store 

* Does not include artificial 
trees and Christmas lights. 


Offers subject to 


; suDject 
availability. 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm. 
Christmas Eve 8am-4pm. 
Christmas Day-Closed. 




HSHES 



The Times Christmas Appeal 


When war begins, water 
is more deadly than guns 


By John Young 


MORE people are killed in 
localised wars by contaminat¬ 
ed water than by bullets. With 
that claim the British Red 
Cross has launched a cam¬ 
paign against what it calls 
"the abuse of water in 
conflicts". 

In many parts of the world 
water shortages are an en¬ 
demic problem, even in peace¬ 
time. A resolution passed at 
the United Nations environ¬ 
ment conference in Vancouver 
in I97o that everyone should 
have dean, safe water by the 
end of the century has proved 
to be empty rhetoric. 

When fighting erupts the 
risks of disease are hugely 
multiplied. One of the most 
horrific aspects or the contin¬ 
uing slaughter in Rwanda has 
been the epidemic of cholera. 
The deliberate shelling of wai- 
er supplies has had devastat¬ 
ing effects in Afghanistan. 
Iraq and Bosnia. Not only are 
people put at risk from dis¬ 
eases such as cholera, typhoid, 
hepatitis and dysentery, but 
they often have to brave "sniper 
and shell fire to collect sup¬ 
plies from standpipes. There is 
a more insidious long-term 
threat: neither agriculture nor 
industry' can function without 
water. 

The International Commit¬ 
tee of the Red Cross recently 
organised a conference in 
Montreux. Switzerland, for 
relief and medical experts 


which agreed on the need for 
urgent action to standardise 
water and sanitation equip¬ 
ment used by aid agencies and 
to recruit and train more 
water engineers and public 
health experts. 

It also emphasised the need 
for greater awareness of the 
vital importance of water sup¬ 
plies. particularly among the 
military responsible for pro¬ 
tecting them. It pointed out 
that a healthy person could 
survive up to a month without 
food but for only three days 
without water and that the 
biggest risk was to children. 

At a practical level, in 


Bosnia the British Red Cross 
has begun to repair the main 
pipeline supplying Sarajevo, 
to restore water supplies in 
Mostar, to construct a new 
supply system in Derventa 
and to build a new dam in 
Srebrenica. Geoffrey Dennis, 
the international director of 
the British Red Cross, said: 
'This has been a highly suc¬ 
cessful projecr for us. and we 
are now looking to carry out 
similar projects in Kupres and 
Gorazde. Funding pro¬ 
grammes such as these is 
crucial in ensuring that tire 
victims of the conflict have the 
basic requirement to live." 


Yets, I want to help 

I enclose a cheque/piwiat order (payable to British Red Crossl for: 

Qt2 50 □£» □ £30 □ £20 Other.. 

Or pta-a- debit my Usa/MastercanJ/iXmeT/Diners Club/Switrii 

Nn CLfirxirfznzjTrt 1.1 1 n~m 

Expiry date./. Todays daw_ j _/., 

Signature . 

NAME... 

ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE.-..PHONE.. .. 

To make an instant donation, phone our 
hotline on 071-2*15 1000 ur send this 
coupon with ynur dona lion to: 

BRITISH RED CROSS 
TIMES CHRISTMAS APPEAL ROOM 251. 
FREEPOST, LONDON SW|X 7BR 
A duniiimn of QSfl or mnn,- it, wurih j thin] as much 
main thmufUi OKt Aid as we cm claim hack the uiv 

□ I Tease lick ihb box if you do rn* wish in rcu-hc 
further information (rum the Rod Cnwi. 
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Christmas Appeal 
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Sex attack 
prisoner 



A sex offender who kid¬ 
napped and iodecaitfy: "a*, 
sanlted a woman ^ditt: 
absconding while on prism 
leave was jailed for 12 yeais \ 
yesterday. Ian White’s viefits, 
amothcr-of-fouragcd3S.fled 
naked after, lie drove her fit 
her own car to an isofotod ~ 
road and attacked her; 

While, who had - beeir ; 
allowed leave prior tecom- 1 , 
pleting a three-year sentence 1 
for assanlfiug a baby, admit¬ 
ted die charges. at -Ettfct."' 
Crown Court In 1986hewas. . 
jailed for‘ trying to rape *•.;: 
schoolgirl. •" .' . ; 


Heliport setback 


A High Court judge blocked 
a plan for a floating heliport 
that would travel up and 
down Ihe Thames handling. 
up to 22,000 fligfafs .a year. 
The 1,000-ton vessel would 
have operated: from 22 sites 
between Battersea and the 
Thames Barrier. 


Flood handouts 


The European : Union, has 
given £400,000 to victims of 
the Stralhdyde floods' in 
which three people died. S©; 1 . 
dal workers have started to 
deliver Giro cheques to those 
flooded out Single people, 
will receive £100 and fancies 
up to £250. 


Baby killer 


A man who drowned His-' 
daughter in a bowl of water 
moments after his 15-year-old 
girlfriend gave birth was 
jailed for life by Maidstone 
Crown Court Adam Hughes, 
53, also known as Tex Van-. 
dervelt, who denied murder, 
buried the body in a field. 


Hitchhike ordeal 


A man who sexually assault¬ 
ed and tried to strangle a 
hitchhiker in a field is behqr 
hunted by police. The 30-year- 
old woman, who had accept-, 
ed a lift at.. Camberiey, 
Surrey, is recovering in hos¬ 
pital after the two-hour 
attack. 


Boy’s killer jailed' 


A drunken joyrider who or¬ 
phaned a boy aged four when 
he crashed into his family's 
car was jailed at Cardiff for 
eight years. Michael Quinn. 
19, of BlaengwynfL West Gla¬ 
morgan, admitted, causing 
death by 


by dangerous driving. 

Train crashes 


A woman in her 80s and a 
child were injured yesterday 
when a minibus in which they 
were travelling was hit by a 
train on an unmanned level 


crossing at Brampton, Suf-: 
folk. None of the people on 
the train was hurt 


Road fright 


Tiny reflectors which look 
like the eyes of predatory 
wolves have been installed 
along roads on Cannock 
Chase Staffordshire by sci¬ 
entists testing whether they 
will frighten deer away from 
heavy traffic 


Fish takeaway 


Thieves broke into the Sea 
Life Centre in Weymouth. 
Dorset and stole all the 
edible fish on display includ¬ 
ing bass, cod and rays. More 
hostile specimens such as 
conger eels and jellyfish were 
nntouched. 


Pines scented 

Durham Council has sprayed 
its evergreens with sewage to 
deter thieves who steal them 
at Christmas. A spokesman 
said: “Anyone silly enough to 
put one in his warm home 
will end up with a smelly 
Christmas." 


Oh yes they will! 


Four pantomime competi¬ 
tion judges in Cornwall will 
watch 48 amateur produc¬ 
tions this Christmas, includ¬ 
ing six Dick Whittingtons. 
and a performance of The 
Birthday Princess on the 
Isles of Sally. - 


Farmer shot dog’s unwanted suitor 


A FARMER blasted his neighbour's dug 
with a shotgun because it had muted with 
his prized spaniel while rhe bitch was 
carrying a litter of valuable -pure-bred 
puppies. 

Robert Hayball had eumplained about 
Ian Gillingham's collie, which was re¬ 
garded as a menace by other dog owners 
and had been roaming on his land. 
Bridpon magistrates were told yesterday. 

When he learnt what the collie had 
done he killed it with shots from both 
barrels on the lawn of his home in 
Broadwindsor. Dorset. He reloaded his 
gun and fired again. 

Hayball buried the corpse but tele¬ 
phoned Mr Gillingham a couple of days 


later and confessed. He was arrested and 
his shotgun and licence were seized. 

Yesterday he admined causing crimi¬ 
nal damage, but after reading letters of 
support from other landowners the 
magistrates granted him a one-year 
conditional discharge and ordered him to 
■pay E40 costs. 

John Puddicombe. representing Hay¬ 
ball, told the court that rhe spaniel was 
expecting up to eight pups worth £700 to 
£800 each. The farmer feared for their 
wellbeing after the spaniel had been lured 
away by the collie. 

The collie had a reputation for roaming 
the area and mating with any available 
bitch. When Hayball saw the dog on his 


lawn he thought the best thing was 
dispaurh it there and then. "He felt thi 

W °^ 0n left °P en 10 him.’ 

Mr Puddicombe produced letters fre 
residents who had.complained about l 
collie, including a retired magistrate a 
a brigadier. He said that Hayball, lead 
v ale Young Farme 

S'y enccd ^uble with t 
oolhe twice before. When his spaniel w 

ha,i^ ea L rh r d ° 8 had skyed outside f 

"" " i8ht * 

w “ told that any claim I 
WT* collie wot 

Mr Giningto 
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Thousands flee as 
Russians pound 
Chechen capital 


From Anatol Li even in Grozny 


A HUMANITARIAN tragedy 
was unfolding in the break¬ 
away republic of Chechenia 
yesterday as thousands of 
refugees fled continued fight¬ 
ing around the capital Grozny, 
where the civilian death toll 
continues to mount. 

Conditions for those re¬ 
maining in the snowbound 
city worsened last night when 
a power cut caused a blackout 
Although the immediate cause 
erf the cut was not dear, 
Russian planes have been 
trying to hit a nearby electric¬ 
ity generating station and 
carried out another air raid in 
that vicinity yesterday 
evening. 

The power cut hit both of 
Grozny's main hospitals. The 
doctor at the First Republican 
Hospital said: “If this goes on, 
soon it will be impossible for 
us to workatafl- 

'V/e cannot operate without 
electricity and without heating 
our badly wounded patients 
will die of exposure. You 
cannot light wood Gres in a 
hospital." 

The Chechens have claimed 
that 135 civilians have been 
killed as the fighting has 
reached the outskirts of the 
city. The Russians said II 


soldiers were kifled overnight 
when a reconnaissance unit 
was ambushed. 

Most houses in Grozny are 
by now bitterly cold, with 
people huddling around the 
gas stoves in their kitchens to 
keep warm. Russian troops 
now control the main gas 
refinery northwest of the city, 
although supplies are not yet 
exhausted. 

With Russian planes contin¬ 
uing their intermittent bom¬ 
bardment of targets near the 
city, many spent their third 
night in damp and freezing 
cellars. At die inaccurately 
name French Hotel, where 
manyWestern correspondents 
are staying, a crowd of 
Chechen and Russian women 
poured in after one explosion, 
weeping and demanding that 
they tell the world what is 
happening. 

“Russian television says 
that all civilians have left 
Grozny." Lydia Mukashenko. 
a Russian woman, screamed. 
“Why don't you tell them that 
we are still here. Maybe then 
they would stop killing us." 

A steady stream of civilian 
casualties is coming into the 
hospitals, though it is difficult 
to judge the exact figures 


Yeltsin ‘will not repeat’ 
Stalinist expulsions 


because many of the lightly 
wounded are sent on immed¬ 
iately to dinics in the country¬ 
side. At die main children's 
hospital we spoke to Fatima 
Setimkhanov. She was sitti 
in the dark at die bedside 
her three children, who were 
badly wounded in a rocket 
attack in the frontline village 
of Artyomsicpye on Tuesday. 

Mrs Selimkhanov had al¬ 
ready fled from die heavily 
bombarded village of Fervoro- 
aiskoye, and was staying with 
friends, five of whose seven 
children were killed. The re¬ 
cently rebuilt children's hospi¬ 
tal was dark and rapidly 
growing cold. 

Russian assurances made 
yesterday by Andrei Kozyrev, 
die Foreign Minister, dial the 
army is making progress and 
has succeeded in isolating the 
Chechen fighters was not con¬ 
firmed by an inspection of the 
main front line eight miles 
from Grozny. 

Compared to the civilian 
casualties, military casualties 
among the Chechens have so 
for been extraordinarily 
slight This is a reflection of 
the fact dial much of the 
“fighting" so for las mpgfewti 
of long-range bombardment, 
which has not been nearly as 
heavy as reported by much of 
the media, and that the small, 
elusive groups of Chechen 


By Our Foreign Staff 


PRESIDENT YELTSIN yes¬ 
terday pledged that refugees 
who had fled Chechenia 
would be allowed back. 

The Russian Federal Migra¬ 
tion Service estimated that 
60,000 refugees have moved 
cuL “Under no drcumstances 
will die deportation of 
Chechen people repeat itself,” 
said the Russian leader, aware 
that be risks being comp are d 
with Stalin, who exiled the 
entire Chechen population to 
Central Asia in 1944, with die 
kiss of tens of thousands of 
men. women and children 
who died en route. 

In Geneva, the Internation¬ 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
flCRQ reported that at least 
16.000 people had fled then- 
homes because of the fighting,. 
mid said the number of dis¬ 
placed people could rise. 

The agency said a shipment 
of 4,000 blankets and 1,500 
food parcels was on its way to 
the town of Khasavyurt, east 
of the regional capital Grozny, 
where about 8,000 displaced 
people bad gathered. 

In Moscow, the Russian 
Government accused merce¬ 
naries from Azerbaijan, Af¬ 
ghanistan and Ukraine of 
"extreme cruelty" and “Woody 
atrocities” in Chechenia. Lt 


warned them that their ac¬ 
tions in s uppo rt of Chechen 
fighters “may complicate rela¬ 
tions between Russia and the 
countries where the mercenar¬ 
ies continue to arrive from’*. 

A day after Russia closed its 
borders with Georgia ami 
Azerbaijan to contain the con¬ 
flict, Moscow's Ostankino tele¬ 
vision said border guards had 
turned away at tost 6,000 
people from those countries — 
many of them aimed merce¬ 
naries — who had sought to 
enter Chechenia. 

Dzhokhar Dudayev, the 
Chechen leader, last night 
repealed a call for internation¬ 
al pressure on Moscow to halt 
its offensive. “We call on the : 
work! community, the United 
Nations and other internation¬ 
al organisations to use all their 
political influence to put pres¬ 
sure on Russia to prevent the 
conflict escalating," the gener¬ 
al said. 

Calling on Islamic countries 
to shelter Chechens fleeing the 
fighting, he added: “It is not 
too late to stop the btoodshed. 
ResponsibOity for the perfidi¬ 
ous aggression against the 
Checben people and its conse¬ 
quences is entirely down to foe 
political and mflrtary leader¬ 
ship of Russia." 


fighters are very hard to hit 

During the day the Rus¬ 
sians have the advantage but 
at night file Chechens creep up 
towards the Russian tanks 
and attack them with rocket 
propelled grenades, Wafid 
Taisurov, a Chechen fighter, 
claimed near Petro- 
pavlovskaya. He said that the 
Chechens are following Gen¬ 
eral Dzhokhar Dudayev's or¬ 
ders to “hit and pull back". 

According to Mr Taisurov 
and other Chechen fighters, 
the Russian soldiers are un¬ 
willing to leave the protection 
of their armour and attack on 
foot "In three days of fighting 
for Fetrovpavlovskaya, I have 
not once seen Russian infantry 
in the open," he said. 

The morale of the Russian 
con sc ri p ts is probably bring 
sapped by the extreme wea¬ 
ther conditions, and even 
some Chechen women have 
expressed sympathy for the 
“poor, stupid Russian kids" 
cut in the open. 

At Dotmskoye at the other 
end of the Chechen d e fe n siv e 
line, Hassan Maiev. the local 
commander, had his own 
explanation for the Russian 
failure to advance: Their 
hearts are not it because they 
don't want to be here and they 
know that their Government 
is wrong. We are fighting with 
our whole hearts because we 
belong here and we are fight¬ 
ing to defend our homes.” 
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President Mandela hugs his estranged wife, Winnie, after she won a seaton theANCs national executive committee" 

ANC re-elects Winnie Mandela 


From Michael Hamlyn in Bloemfontein 


WINNIE MANDELA, the es¬ 
tranged wife of South Africa* 
President, completed her reha¬ 
bilitation in the eyes erf black 
voters yesterday when sbe was 
re-elected to the national exec¬ 
utive committee of the African 
National Congress with one of 
tiie largest majorities. 

At the 49th national confer¬ 
ence in Bloemfontein, where 
the first ANC conference took 
place in 1912, Mrs Mandela 
gathered mare votes than any 
other woman in the party — 
1,802—to end fifth among the 
60 members elected to the 
executive. The body wifl be the 
highest authority in the party 
until the next national confer¬ 
ence in two and a half years. 

As she was welcomed to the 
dais when the result was 
amvnmoed. sbe was swept 
Trrtn a vast, almost passionate' 
embrace fay her husband, who 
has written in his autobiogra¬ 
phy that he believes her inno¬ 
cent of any wrongdoing. 

Mrs Mandela led delegates 
m singing a freedom song. 
Dressed m party colours of 
green and grid, she swayed 
and dapped in time to the 
muse, glancing often towards 
her husban d. She was one of a 
number of mifitants elected to 
the committee: They included 
her dose ally, Pieter Mokaba, 
whom she defended recently 
when he was accused of being 
police spy. He was once 
leader of the ANC Youth 
League. 

The rest of the new commit- 


tee proved a mixture mainly of 
the old hard Left. Commu¬ 
nists, Robben Island veterans, 
and moderates. The hard Left 
included Paflo Jordon, the 
Minister of Basts and Tele¬ 
communications, an intellec¬ 
tual Marxist Joe Slovo. of the 
South African Communist 
Party, was also elected. 

The trade union movement 
did not do as well as it might 
have expected, with a number 
of pro min ent names foiling to 
make it on to the list Chris 
Dhlamini, for example, the 
deputy president of Casatu, 


foiled to gather enough votes. 
Another casualty was Chris 
Nissen, newly elected leader of 
tiie Western Cape Party. That 
province of tiie ANC is racked 

fcy riica»n]rinn and scandal, 

and is opposed by the only 
National Party administration 
in the country. It is paying the 
price of electoral faflure. 

Tbe question of corruption 
and inefficiency was raised by 
President Mandela in his dos¬ 
ing speech. He said: “A para¬ 
sitic class within the African 
National Congress has 
emerged” He urged regional 


Dead murder suspect 
linked to 17 killings 

From Ray Kennedy in Johannesburg 


A SUSPECTED serial killer 
shot dead in custody by Sooth 
African police at the weekend 
was finked yesterday to 17 
murders. 

The police said that David 
Selepe. who was due to 
appear in court charged with 
killin g u young women, bad 
confessed under interrogation 
to four more murders. 

But Colonel TSenie HaJ- 
gryn said, Sdepe was not 
asked to sign an affidavit and 
the coufesrioa was not record¬ 
ed. Pretoria police also said 
they were examining whether 
the murders of two young 
women in their area had been 


committed by Selepe. Two 
senior policemen have been 
assigned to investigate the 
circumstances of Sdepe’s 
death, the 27th in police 
custody this year. Hie police 
say he was shot after picking 
up a piece of wood and 
attacking one of three officers 
who had taken him to an area 
where the bodies of 11 victims 
of tiie so-called “Cleveland 
strangler" were found. 

Selepe had established a 
private school in Springs, east 
of Johannesburg, but was 
chased off the premises last 
year by students who accused 
him of raping three pupils. 


parties to raise their own 
funds instead of depending an 
national headquarters. 

One of the most surprising 
results of the election to the 
committee was the perfor¬ 
mance of Major-General 
Bantubonke Holomisa, the 
former military dictator of the 
Transkei homeland. He over¬ 
threw a democratically elected 
Government and ended up 
leading one of the least eff¬ 
icient administrations in Afri¬ 
ca. He is Deputy Minister of 
the Environment, and came 
top of the NEC list with 1,915 
votes. Amid cheers, he said: *T 
will not overthrow this 

Government" 

The conference ended with a 
rousing send-off from its Pres¬ 
ident who insisted that the 
party had come out of tiie 
meeting strengthened, unified 
and prepared for its next test, 
local government elections 
planned for October. 

Mr Mandela said that it 
was unrealistic to have expect¬ 
ed “within a period of seven 
months a Government of men 
and women, who are now in 
Government for the first 
time”, to have satisfied the 
immediate expectations of the 
mass of the people. 

Cyril Ramaphosa. reelected 
as Secretary-General, said at 
the conference that “there was 
not a single word of disgnm- 
tiemenL dissent or dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the way the 
Government has been 
performing”. 


Pele joins 
Brazil 
Cabinet 

Brasilia: President-elect Fer¬ 
nando Cardoso yesterday aiv 
nounced a Cabinet team 
which included Pele, the soc¬ 
cer star. 

Senhor Cardoso, due to take 
office on January 1. named 
dose allies to the two main 
posts. Pedro Malan, the cen¬ 
tral bank president is to be 
Finance Minister, and Linz 
Felipe Lampreia, a career 
diplomat, wfll be Foreign 
Minister. 

Pete,- whose real name is 
Edson Arantes do Nasd- 
mento, has been appointed tiie 
Special Minister For 
Sports. (AFP) 

38 killed in 
dash at dam 

Manila: At tost 16 Philippine 
soldiers and 22 Muslim guer¬ 
rillas have been killed in a 
three-day battle over disputed 
land rights at the site of an irri¬ 
gation dam in CotabatD prov¬ 
ince on Mindanao island (Ab- 
by Tan writes). 

The rebels say they have not 
been compensated for land ex¬ 
propriated by the Government 
to build the E34-million Japa¬ 
nese-funded dam. Sporadic 
fighting has continued since 
October, when rebels kid¬ 
napped a South Korean engi¬ 
neer working on the project 

Rare disease 
ruled out 

Cape Town: Congo fever, a 
highly infectious haemorr¬ 
hagic disease, has been ruled 
out as the cause of death of An¬ 
drew Fairclough. 28, from 
Hertfordshire, who died in a 
Cape Town hotel after exhibit¬ 
ing symptoms of the disease. 

Tests are being carried out 
to find out what killed him. 
Fear of a Congo fever out¬ 
break caused many cancella¬ 
tions at the hotel. (AFP) 

Two jailed in 
heroin trial 

Sydney Che Busarah Bin Che 
Yook, 36, a Malaysian, was 
jailed for up to 26 years for im¬ 
porting 1121b of heroin, worth 
an estimated £55 million, the 
largest single shipment ever 
seized in Australia. 

His accomplice, Wanchai 
Sae-Sung, 33. a Thai, was sen¬ 
tenced to a maximum of 16 
years in prison. (AP) 

Credit cards 
curtailed 

Seoul: South Korea, fearing 
that heavy spending by young 
people is contributing to infla¬ 
tion, is to stop students, people 
under 20 and workers with 
less than a year on the job 
from receiving credit cards, 
officials said. (AP) 



Muscovites puzzle over the first parking meters to be 
installed in Russia. The 200 meters were introduced 
yesterday on & six-month trial to stop doubteparking and 
bring in revenue. Motorists who neglect to pay the 5 0 pence , 
an tour rate will have their cars damped after ten mmntes 


Britain escapes lightly as EU 
cracks down on farm fraud 


From Wolfgang MOnchau in Brussels 


IN ITS most 
dampdownan 


day imposed record fines of 
£1.2 bStikm on EU member 
states. 

The fines, for failing to 
monitor abuses of EU farm 
spending, amount to 5 per cent 
of the agriculture budget 
While this represents only the 
tip of the EU fraud iceberg, it 
signals die Commission's det¬ 
ermination to react to In¬ 
creased public demand for 
action on agricultural 
abuses. 

Britain came off more light¬ 
ly than most EU members, 
with a fine of only £2-5 million, 
largely for accountancy er¬ 
rors. Italy. Spain. . Germany 
and Greece were found guilty 
of the most, flagrant abuses 
and suffered 1 substantial pen¬ 
alties. 

1 After sending a team of 
ausfitars to all member states, 
the Commission “found defi¬ 
ciencies in procedures which 


laid the Community budget 
open to fraud or irregularity- 
in tiie 1991 accounts. Under 
EU law. tbe Commission is 
entitled to recover tiie funds, 
which were lost through fraud 
and abuse due to insufficient 
control mechanisms. Techni¬ 
cally, the recovery will occur 
through in future agricul¬ 

tural subsidies. 

The Cnmmissinn said that 
“instead of tiie Community 
paying for tiie irregularities, it 
is the member state’s national 
budget which must pay tiie 
cost These charges, which for 
tiie 1991 clearance total 5 per 
rent of e^ an^ige. can be a 

About £800 million wfll be 
r eco v ered from Italy and 
Spain for their failure to stick 
to EU ntilk quotas. Italy wfll 
be subjected to a EfiOO-mfflkm 
fine, which indudes a tong list 
of misdemeanours, ranging 
from a breach of milk quotas 
to irregularities in cheese star- 
failed to imple¬ 


ment proper tobacco controls 
and was fined £25 million in 
compensation payments for 
tobacco of unacceptably low 
Quality that was dumped on 
third country markets. 

The bulk of Germany's fines 
came from unauthorised ex¬ 
port subsidies for beef and for 
exceeding its milk quotas. 

The Commission noted yes¬ 
terday that "unlike in roost 
areas of Community opera¬ 
tions when a member state 
does not comply with EEC 
directives, the Commission 
does have a certain amount of 
power to oblige them to re¬ 
spect legislation in the agricul¬ 
tural sector". 

The size of this year’s fines 
were boosted by Italy's and 
Spain’s failure to meet their 
milk quotas. A long-standing 
row over the fine was settled 
fay Finance Ministers last 
month. 

Typically, tiie agricultural 
fines run at about £200millxm 
a year. 


Moscow shops ordered to light up for Christmas 


From Richard Beeston 

IN MOSCOW 


MOSCOW’S 
who have beat 
giving the season's 
fioas a miss have been 

warned to think again fay the 
city’s tough muniripality. 

In a directive tot may be 
lacking in Christmas .spint 
but effective in weeding out 
the city’s potential Scrooges, 
Moscow has ordered eveiy 
store to Bhmtinate shop 
fronts or face being fined. 

"It is quite simple, every 

shop has to pot up lights and 


decorations and enter file 
Christmas spirit" said an. 
offirial at the city's depart¬ 
ment of consumer affairs 
of yesterday. “If not they will be 
sorry. We will fine them." 
The move was ordered fay 
Yuri Luzhkov, Moscow's no- 
nonsense, mayor, who is so 
obsessive about smartening 
his sprawling metropolis 
' in the past be has 
resorted to expeffing afiens to 
keep the homeless off the 
streets and has used work 


The order issued tins week 
ffmK to have worked. On 


every main street m the city 
shops have gone toex lra o rdi - 
nary lengths to brighten up 
their display windows with 
festive scenes not witnessed 
in Russia since the Revda- 
turn, when Christinas was 
fcanwwd as an "ffiwal holiday 
and replaced by the atheist 
New Yearcelebration. 

Nevertheless, not all Mus¬ 
covites were Impressed with 
toe order, which came only 
day s ahead of the Russian 
Orthodox Christmas, cele¬ 
brated on January 6. "I 
would not have minded if 
fluey had asked us pofitriy to 


do our bit,'’ said Marina 
Nazarenko^ who is helping to 
decorate displays at the 
DanOsky department store. 
"But to issue this order so late 
is not very hdpfuL" 

Hie Engfeh 
Moscow Times said that 
city's mayor may not quite 
have understood the point of 
a Western-style Christmas, 
and wondered whether the 
next step would be to put 
Santas sleigh over Latin’s 
mausoleum. 

“Doubtless Luzhkov 
means wefl,” the newspaper 
in an editoriaL "But 


there is nonetheless some¬ 
thing dim ui i fiti ng about in¬ 
troducing coercion into 
festivities. Perhaps a lifetime; 

tion a nni v er s ary parades has 
left a mark too deeply in¬ 
grained to be wiped away.” 

The derision of Moscow's 
municipality may not be in 
the spirit of the festival 
celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
but somebody else would 
certainly have approved of 
the methods used. Yesterday 
was the 115th anniversary of 
Stalin’s birth. 
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Carter’s ‘private’ peace mission masks Clinton policy switch in Bosnia 


By Misha Glenny 


T he agreement brokered by 
Jimmy Carter, the former 
US President, between the 
Bosnian Government and the Bos¬ 
nian Serbs is looking confused and 
messy already. It is not, however, 
without its merits. 

Above all the four-month 
ceasefire, which could come into 
effect by the end of the month, will 
give all sides in die war a break as 
winter sets in. 

But Mr Carter has played an 
additional role in Bosnia: he has 
offered cover to the White House, 
which has ban cpy about the 
dramatic switch in its approach to 
the Bosnian crisis since fighting 
flared around Bihac last month. At 
the time. Anthony Lake. President 


Clinton’s National Security Advis¬ 
er and one of the Administration’s 
most fervent supporters of the 
Bosnian Government wrote in a 
memo to the President that 
“BihaCs fall has exposed the 
inherent contradictions of trying to 
use Nato air power coercively 
against the Bosnian Serbs when 
our allies have troops on the 
ground attempting to maintain 
impartiality in performing a hu¬ 
manitarian mission." He conclud¬ 
ed that “the stick of military 
pressure seems no longer viable". 

Since then the Administration's 
policy has moved ever doser to that 
of Britain, France, Gennany and 
Russia. Mr Carter's visit has been 
consistently advertised as “pri¬ 
vate". But European diplomats 
suspect there has been too much 


protesting. "We believe the Carter 
trip was proposed by Charles 
Redman, not by Karadzic," one 
diplomat said, referring to talks 
between the Bosnian Serbs and 
President Clinton’s former envoy 
to Yugoslavia several weeks ago. 

The former President was of¬ 
fered extensive briefing by the 
State Department and during the 
marathon negotiations with 
Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian 
Serb leader on Monday. Mr Carter 
was in close telephone contact with 
Washington for most of the day. 

But it is the substance of the 
agreement that has confirmed to 
the European members of the 
Contact Group that the Carter 
initiative was less than private. 
“The agreement implies that all 
sorts of things about the Contact 


Group peace plan are still up for 
discussion. Until now the Ameri¬ 
cans have been loathe to admit 
this,” the diplomat said. "But by 
supporting Carter, thqr appear to 
have changed position again." 

The Carter visit should not be 
viewed in isolation. Yesterday the 
combined efforts of the United 
Nations, European Union, Ameri¬ 
ca and Russia, succeeded in re¬ 
opening the autoput, Croatia’s 
main artery from Zagreb to the 
east three years after it was sliced 
at two points by rebel Serbs. 

Formerly known as the High¬ 
way of Brotherhood and Unity, 
symbolising Tito’s post-war recon¬ 
ciliation of Serbs and Croats, 
yesterday's opening is part of a 
wider economic agreement be¬ 
tween Zagreb and Knin, die Cro¬ 


atian Serb capital, which repre¬ 
sents a significant breakthrough in 
the crisis. On the surface there is 
little to link Mr Carter’s visit with 
the autopuL But the tortuous 
negotiations between Zagreb and 
Kiun are intimately linked with 
attempts to shift some logs from 
the jam blocking progress in 
Bosnia. 


I 


n the middle of January, two 
critical deadlines fall due in 
immediate succession. Firstly, 
the UN Security Council will 
decide whether Serbia has kept its 
word and sealed the borders with 
the Bosnian Serbs—a move which 
led the UN to reopening Belgrade 
airport and lifting sanctions on 
cultural and sporting links. Made¬ 
leine Albright, the US Ambassador 


to tiie UN, has .consistently 
claimed that material and fuel is 
leaking down to Pale from Bel¬ 
grade. The European powers fear 
Washington wants to dose Bel¬ 
grade airport again. They believe 
Slobodan Milosevic, the Serbian. 
President, is committed to a peace¬ 
ful settlement and needs it urgently 
to ward off growing nationalist 
opposition to his rule. . 

The Americans have claimed, 
that fuel going to Croatian Serbs is 
being syphoned off by Bosnian 
Serbs. This is the main reason 
Lord Owen, the EU*s mediator in 
the former Yugoslavia, hasinvest- 

ed so much effort in persuading the 

Croatian Serbs to reopen the 
autoput — no more aid for Knm 
need go through Bosnian Serb 
territory, reducing the likelihood 


that Washington will insist on. 
re imposing sanctions cm 1 Serbia. 
*The opening -of the, highway : 
means that the EU’s.mpdasviwen- 
di for Croatia has' been estab¬ 
lished"!^^ Owensaidyesterday. - 
“It acts asm incentive now to have... 
a settlement in "Bosnia-Herz^ovi- 
na and thelifting of all the msgor 
sanctions against Yugoslavia." 

The second deadline in -January * 
is the following' week when,' Boo 
Dole, the Senate majority, leader,: 
attempts in Congress to lift the : : 
arms embargo on the Bosnian. 
Government. .. The Clinton •; 
Adminstration is now resolutely. , 
opposed to its once favouredpcdicy ; 
of "lift and strike". If the' Carter' 
ceasefire works, it will give Presi¬ 
dent Clinton sorely needed ammu¬ 
nition to defend his Bosnian policy- 


UN claims peace 

breakthrough as 
snow halts fighting 


From Joel Brand in Sarajevo and Tom Rhodes in Washington 


UNITED NATIONS officials 
scrambled to capitalise on the 
Bosnia-wide ceasefire bro¬ 
kered by Jimmy Carter, set to 
begin at noon tomorrow, as 
observers questioned the prioe 
that the international com¬ 
munity paid to bring the 
Bosnian Serbs back to talks. 

The Clinton Administration 
last night remained uncertain 
about the exact nature of the 
former President’s achieve¬ 
ment “I don’t think Carter has 
pulled anything out of a hat." 
one White House official said. 
"What has he accomplished 
that has not been accom¬ 
plished in Bosnia ten times 
before and then disintegrated 
in a few hours or days?" 

A UN spokesman in Saraje¬ 
vo urged the warring sides to 
exercise “maximum restraint" 
in the run-up to the ceasefire 
deadline. A heavy snowfall, 
the first of the year to blanket 
Sarajevo and other towns, 
appeared to have encouraged 
combatants to hold their fire 
after several days of intense 
ceasefire violations around the 
Bosnian capital and heavy 
fighting around the north¬ 
western Bihac “safe area". 

Serb forces fired tank shells, 
mortar rounds and large rock-. 
ets into the inhabited part of 
the partly-overrun "safe zone" 


for the second day running, 
the UN reported. There were 
more than a dozen civilian 
casualties in one of the worst 
days of fighting that the pro¬ 
tected zone has seen, but UN 
commanders shied away from 
responding to the attacks. 

Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, the UN com¬ 
mander in Bosnia, had threat¬ 
ened airstrikes against the 
Serbs for assaults such as 
those on Bihac. a bluff the 
Serbs appear to have called 
successfully. “It is not okay to 
attack civilians." Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gary Coward said. 
“For the moment the decision 
was taken to protest in the 
strongest written and verbal 
way." 

Yasushi Akashi, the UN 
special envoy in the region, is 
to fly to Sarajevo today and 
meet both the Serb leaders 
and the Bosnian Government 
General Rose is scheduled to 
return from pre-Christmas 
leave this evening. 

While there is scepticism 
about the value of Mr Carter's 
venture, a few UN officials 
and military officers believe 
that the agreement he signed 
with the Serbs was critical in 
bringing them back lo talks. 

“He worked very hard on 
getting the Serbs categorically 


to accept the [Contact Group] 
plan and he just could not," a 
UN official familiar with de¬ 
tails of the Carter initiative 
said. “Instead of giving up and 
calling it a failure, he decided 
to pursue the other option." 
He added: “It has created an 
excellent opportunity, though 
a very fragile one, for progress 
towards peace. The potential 
for real and substantive 
progress towards peace is 
really there and it was not 
three days ago." 

That, critics say, was at 
quite a cost Mr Carter's 
concessions may lead to the 
destruction of the five-nation 
Contact Group peace proposal 
and open the door for the 
Serbs to force the Bosnian 
Government and internation¬ 
al community to capitulate at 
the negotiating table. 

Mr Carter has suggested 
that his mission and the four- 
month ceasefire could ulti¬ 
mately bring the conflict to an 
end. The two sides remain in 
dispute over the international 
peace plan which would di¬ 
vide Bosnia almost evenly 
between the Muslim-Croat 
federation and the Bosnian 
Serbs. Under the present plan 
there is no provision for the 
Bosnian Serbs to have a 
political link with Belgrade. 



A Sarajevan walks past the Christmas baubles on sale at a market in the city yesterday while the snow fails over the Bosnian capital 


They have also rejected the 
proposed borders drawn up 
by the Contact Group of 
Britain. America. Russia, 
France and Germany. Rad¬ 
ovan Karadzic, the Bosnian 
Serb leader, was yesterday 
reported to have given Mr 


Carter a document offering 
radical changes in the distri¬ 
bution of territory, trading 
land with the Bosnian Gov¬ 
ernment to link the regions 
eastern enclaves with Serbia. 
The Government in Sarajevo 
has rejected all previous offers 


of such a bridge which would 
lead to the ultimate evacuation 
of tens of thousands of Mus¬ 
lim refugees from the towns 
and villages to the east of the 
capital. It has been dear that 
the Bosnians wish to stay as 
dose to the Contact Group 


proposal as possible, while the 
Bosnian Serbs are trying to 
alter a text which previously 
had been set in stone. Mr 
Carter has dismissed their 
disputes as mere “semantics" 
but those in Washington arid 
Europe involved in the conflict 


have been continually frus¬ 
trated by just such disagree¬ 
ments. the Washington Post 
yesterday accused Mr Carter 
of playing Resident at a time 
when the..White .House was 
unable to define a coherent 
policy over Bosnia- 


Security tightened for Gingrich 


From Martin Fletcher 
IN WASHINGTON 


NEWT GINGRICH has re¬ 
ceived several death threats 
and is to be given unprece¬ 
dented security after he be¬ 
comes House Speaker on 
January 4. 

The outspoken and highly 
controversial Republican is to 
have round-the-clock body¬ 
guards and an armoured lim¬ 
ousine to ferry him around 
Washington, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

These security arrange¬ 
ments go well beyond those for 
previous Speakers of the 
House of Representatives, but 
none of Mr Gingrich’s prede¬ 
cessors was nearly as provoca¬ 
tive. In addition, four separate 
security scares outside the 
White House in the past three 


months have left the police 
and Secret Service extremely 
jittery. 

“My primary concern is for 
your safety, and the simple 
fact is that we live in a world 
where security must play a 
role in the life of a person in 
your position." Gary Abrecht. 
the Capitol’s police chief, told 
Mr Gingrich in a letter. The 
recent White House incidents 
“underscore the very real sec¬ 
urity concerns” facing promi¬ 
nent political figures. 

Mr Gingrich had been re¬ 
luctant to accept the body¬ 
guards and limousine because 
they smack of the son of 
imperial style for which he 
had denounced the Democrats 
when they controlled Con¬ 
gress. 

At the White House, mean¬ 
while. last night's staff Christ¬ 


mas party seemed unlikely to 
do much to lift battered spirits. 
Even before it began, the event 
had generated more anger 
than good cheer because H il¬ 
lary Clinton refused to invite 
spouses, herself excepted. 

The First Lady was said to 
have argued that more junior 
staff could attend if husbands 
and wives were excluded, but 
that failed to allay the grouses 
of aides kept from their 
spouses for most of the year by 
70 or SO-hour working Weeks. 
Even more galling, the Clin¬ 
tons invited spouses of the 
despised White House press 
corps to last week's parries for 
the media and posed with 
them for photographs. 

The euphoria and excite¬ 
ment that came after Mr 
Clinton’s inauguration is now 
a distant memory in the White 


House and. as his ill-starred 
presidency reaches its half¬ 
way mark, morale has become 
so much of a problem that he 
has had to deliver pep talks to 
his staff. His lurch to the right 
since the Democrats' devastat¬ 
ing defeat in November's con¬ 
gressional elections has 
caused some acrimony among 
even his most senior advisers, 
and an exodus of staff who feel 
either disenchanted or burnt 
out has begun. 

Dee Dee Myers's resigna¬ 
tion as White House press 
secretary is particularly sym¬ 
bolic because she was one of 
the first to sign on to Mr 
Clinton's 1992 presidential 
campaign and had stuck loyal¬ 
ly by him. Her colleagues 
threw a farewell party for her 
yesterday; spouses were 
invited. 



Bahrain rounds up 
1,500 protesters 


By Michael Binyon 
DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 


Stallone Hollywood 
criticised contract 


Stallone in 
$20m deal 


North Korea agrees to return pilot’s remains 


By Martin Fletcher 


NORTH Korea agreed yesterday to 
return the remains of the American pilot 
who died when his helicopter crashed 
there on Saturday, and American offici¬ 
als were hoping that Pyongyang would 
also release the co-pvlot who surv ived. 

The concession came just a day after 
America said that any further delay in 
returning the pilots would jeopardise the 
nuclear pact between the two countries. 


Under that pact North Korea is to 
abandon its nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gramme in return for improved econom¬ 
ic and diplomatic relations and two 
reactors worth $4 billion (£2.6 billion) 
that do not produce weapons-grade 
plutonium. The White House welcomed 
North Korea's “humanitarian" decision 
to return the body of Chief Warrant 
Office David Hilemon. It is due to be 
handed over this morning to Bill 
Richardson, a Democratic congressman 


visiting North Korea, before he crosses 
the demilitarised zone into South Korea. 

Pentagon officials said the North 
Koreans had also assured Mr Richard¬ 
son that Chief Warrant Officer Bobby 
Hall would be released shortly. 

□ Seoul; An American reconnaissance 
aircraft crashed about 65 miles south¬ 
west of Seoul yesterday. “Both crew 
members ejected safely from the twin- 
engine. fixed-wing aircraft prior to the 
crash." the US militaiy said. (Reuter) 


Los Angeles: Sylvester Stal¬ 
lone, the star of such films as 
Rocky and Cliffhanger, has 
signed what is believed to be 
the most lucrative deal con¬ 
ceived between a production 
company and an actor (Giles 
Whitiell writes). 

He will receive at least $20 
million (£13 million), or 20 per 
cent of total profits, from an 
unspecified film to be made by 
Savoy Pictures in 19%. 

Savoy Pictures has drawn 
fierce criticism for the deal 
from Hollywood excutives 
who fear it will have a knock- 
on effect on the already inflat¬ 
ed salaries of other stars. 


Familiar Slone, page 31 


MORE than 1500 people have 
been arrested after wide¬ 
spread demonstrations in 
Bahrain, but an information 
blackout has blocked news 
reports from reaching the 
outside world in past weeks, 
according to official and unof¬ 
ficial reports. 

A London-based opposition 
group also said that three 
people had been killed in 
dashes with security forces 
and added that at least eight 
people were seriously injured. 
The protests, largely involving 
members of the majority Shia 
community, began on the 
university campus and fo¬ 
cused on the demand for the 
release of Shaikh AJi Salman, 
a Muslim cleric who was 
trained in Iran, and of others 
who were demanding the res¬ 
toration of the Bahrain parlia¬ 
ment. suspended in 1975. 

The protests coindded with 
a meeting of the six-member 
Gulf Co-operation Council 
and led to a clampdown on all 
news sources. Leaders of rhe 
co-operation coundl, who 
were surrounded by tight sec¬ 
urity, discussed regional sec¬ 
urity and several gave 
warnings of the threat posed 


by Iran. Tariq al-Mayyad, 
Bahrain’s Minister of Infor¬ 
mation. said that many of 
those detained would be re¬ 
leased. but some would stand 
trial 

The peninsula state, joined 
to Saudi Arabia only by a long 
causeway, has long been one 
of the most liberal and 
Westernised in the Gulf, and 
is an important regional head¬ 
quarters for Western com¬ 
panies, as well as offering air 
and naval bases to Western 
forces in the Gulf. 

The London-based Bahrain 
Freedom Movement said-the 
Bahrain security forces began 
their crackdown on the pro- 
democracy movement on Der 
cember 5 to divert attention 
from a petition calling on the 
ruling emir to reconvene par¬ 
liament The group said that 
the opposition comprised Shia 
and Sunni communities, as 
well as secularists, liberals 
and Islamists. 

The group accused the sec¬ 
urity forces of attacking dem¬ 
onstrations with tear gas and 
rubber bullets on December 
13. provoking further demon¬ 
strations all over the country 
the next day. Further action, 
using helicopters and teargas, 
was taken against villages last 
Friday. 
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PC Santas hold sway in San Francisco 


From Giles Whittell in los angeles 


Raeside's view of the Christinas story in The Times-Colonist.the Canadian daily 


BENEATH the white beard 
and red cowl of one of 
America's most cherished in¬ 
stitutions. tradition has suc¬ 
cumbed to the twin demons of 
co mm erce and political cor¬ 
rectness. Santa Claus, in the 
shopping centres of San Fran¬ 
cisco, is no longer necessarily 
white, elderly, plump, or even 
male. 

Jettisoning the detailed pro¬ 
file of a rotund Santa provid¬ 
ed by the American classical 
scholar, Clement Moore, in 
his poem A Visit from St 
Nicholas (1822), a Californian 
recruitment agency with a 
sideline in Father Christmas¬ 
es now welcomes all 
applicants. 

Willie Edward Brown is an 
aspiring rap artist and part- 
time Santa ar the Southland 
Mail in Hayward, near San 
Francisco. Used to being told 


that “Santa's not black", he 
usually manages to win 
round those racially con¬ 
cerned with “a good attitude". 

Patrick Landeza, 21 of “Ha- 
wauan-Filipino-Chinese- 
Irish-Spanish-Guamian" de¬ 
scent. likewise, moonlights as 
St Nick, and chooses to con¬ 
front the question of the 
saint’s origins with a bold lie. 
“He's Hawaiian," Mr Lan- 
deza tells perplexed visitors to 
his grotto. 

The centre's marketing 
manager, who hires her San¬ 
tas from Western Temporary 
Services, believes taking liber¬ 
ties with the legend's ethnicity 
“just makes sense”. She says: 
“1 f 25 per cent of your custom¬ 
ers are Hispanic and 25 per 
cent are African-American, 
you want to find a Santa that 
fits what your customer is." 

This may be true in the 


liberal San Francisco Bay 
area, a bastion of resistance to 
California’s tough new initia¬ 
tive against illegal immigra¬ 
tion known as Proposition 
187. But it is not so in Malibu. 

In this famous coastal dor¬ 
mitory for the first families of 
Hollywood. Christmas is cele¬ 
brated with stubborn conven¬ 
tionality. Effigies of Mary 
and Joseph swelter in the 
southern Californian sun be¬ 
side the Pacific Coast High¬ 
way. Christmas trees adorned 
with fake snow rub shoulders 
with swaying palms outside 
beachfront restaurants. And 
Jonathan Stout, an architect, 
is so fond of Christmas 
wreaths that he has strapped 
one to the radiator of his 


sports car. 

The idea of a black Santa 
Claus meets with derision 
here. “An‘African-American 


Santa in Malibu?" exclaims 
Howard Sands, collecting for 
charity. “Are you kidding? 
He d be out of here in a day. 4 * 

While diehards ding to 
Moore's vision of St Nicholas 
^ubby and plump, a right 
jolly old eir. theories and 
pranksters abound to confuse 
America in her continuing 
and somewhat obsessive 
for “the real Santa 
Claus" He was. according to 
Don Wand, Professor of my¬ 
thology and folklore at the 
University of California at 
Los Angeles, an 11th-century 
bishop from the Anatolian 
cny or Myra, whose relics 
were shipped to Italy in 1057 
and remain there to this day. 

Teny Randolph, from 
Iowa, knows better. To silence 
doubting children, he has 


Militants 
sentenced 
to death 


Jerusalem: Jordan’s security 
court- sentenced 11 Islamic 
militants to death yesterday 
on charges of taking part in a 
plot to overthrow the pro- 
Western Government, carry¬ 
ing out bomb attacks’ on 
cinemas and planning to as¬ 
sassinate senior officials 
(Christopher Walker writes). 

Three other defendants had 
death sentences commuted to 
life terms at the aid of the five- 
month trial. Four of. the ac¬ 
cused, mostly Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin who had 
returned after fighting Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan, were 
given long jail sentences. Sev¬ 
en were found not guflty. 


Collision at sea 


Lisbon: One sailor died 
seven were missing afte 
ofl tanker New Worid an 
bulk carrier Ya Mawlavt 
tided southwest of Port 
but there was no oil spiT 
val reports said. (Reuter) 


Mexico mov 


SimojoveL Mexico: ’ A 
sand police and troops 
through nonhem Ch. 
peacefully retaking tov 
the authorities moved 
gain control of rebe 
territory .(Reuter) 


Sithole wins 


Harare: The Rev Ndal 
Sithole, 74, once accu 
plotting to overthrow tJ 
™bwe Government, 
parliamentary sear her 

'i.rst democratic 

victory, (AP) 


Number’s u 


Delhi: Authorities 
Mnned state-run lottt 
the Indian capital, sayi 
the Jure of becoming i 
aires overnight was i 
more people into i 
paupers. (AFP) 


Just the tick 


Auckland: Moira p* 
who was trapped ft 
days earlier this montl 
in a multi-storey ct 
her®, has been awarde 

and free parking forth 

her life. (AP) 
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Berlusconi seeks 
new poll if MPs 
vote against him 


From John Phillips in rome 
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SILVIO BERLUSCONI pro¬ 
longed the agony of the demise 
of his Government yesterday, 
telling parliament that Italy 
faces an early general election 
if MPs vote him out of. office. 

The Prime Minister deliv¬ 
ered a tough 25-minute speech 
to the Chamber of Deputies 
but did not resign immediate¬ 
ly as some senior Government 
officials had predicted. He 
then said he intended to listen 
to a debate that began on the 
future of his seven-month 
Government However, it was 
unclear whether he would 
wait for MPs to vote on three 
no-confidence motions tabled 
by the opposition and his 
erstwhile allies in the devolu- 
tionist Northern League. 

Cesare Previti, the Defence 
Minister, said last night that 
he expected Signor Berlusconi 
to resign today without facing 
the no-confidence votes. 

Asked when the Prime Min¬ 
ister would see President 
Scalfaro. Signor Previti said 
"an appointment is fixed for 
tomorrow". 

Some sources said that Si¬ 
gnor Berlusconi might choose 
to resign during live television 
coverage of his reply to the 
opposition at the end of the 
rancorous debate. Commenta¬ 
tors said he hopes to persuade 
Signor Scalfaro to allow him 
to remain at Palazzo Chigi in a 
caretaker capacity or at the 


head of a minority Govern¬ 
ment until an election is held. 

The Prime Minister accused 
his adversaries of “election 
robbery” because they want to 
farm an alternative Govern¬ 
ment of the Centre and Left 
without a fresh election. “If 
this majority breaks apart, it is 
necessary to ask the opinion of 
voters decisively and calmly," 
Signor Berlusconi said. Mudi 
of his speech was abuse hurled 
at Umberto Bossi, die rebel¬ 
lious Northern League leader. 

“Bossi has put to great test 
not only my patience but that 
of the Government ... He 
manifests the behaviour of 
having a double personality, a 
triple or maybe even a qua¬ 
druple one,” he said. 

Signor Bossi replied tty re¬ 
newing his accusation that the 
Prime Minister and his "post- 
Fascist” ally, Gianfranco Fini, 
were frying to introduce a 
totalitarian regime. "This will 
never again be the chamber, 
honourable Berlusconi and 
honourable Fini, of the Fasrii 
[the Fascist motif of a bundle 
of sticks) and of the corpora¬ 
tions." 

The Northern League leader 
challenged Signor Berlus¬ 
coni's claim that a new Gov¬ 
ernment without elections 
would endanger the constitu¬ 
tional principle of popular 
sovereignty. “You are not the 
state... you are not the man 


repeatedly called to order 
screaming deputies. 

Signin' Berlusconi's sup¬ 
porters chanted “Italia, Italia” 
for three minutes when he 
concluded and die Northern 
League MPs shouted “Bossi, 
Bossi” at the end of his 
oration. 

Signor Berlusconi has ap¬ 
peared to be doomed since he 
was interrogated by Milan 
magistrates last week on sus¬ 
picion of corr u p ti ng tax in¬ 
spectors investigating bis 
Ftninvest empire before he 
took office. 

But his 225 days in office 
have been dog^d by the 
conflict of interest posed by his 
virtual monopoly over private 
television and his Govern¬ 
ment's attempts to curb the 
powers of the “Clean Hands" 
team of anti-corruption 
judges. 

Signor Bossi repeatedly 
sought to persuade the Prime 
Minister to divest himself of 
his media interests. 

Signor Fini for his part told 
Signor Bossi that his aban¬ 
doning the Freedom Alliance 
meant the end of his regional 
protest movement. “Today is 
not the end of the First 
Republic, it is the end of the 
League." 


Hour of Reckoning and 
Diary, page 12 
Leading article, page 13 


Veterans return to the fray 


' From Philip WruLAN 

' IN ROME 

i. 

. THE plight of the Berlusconi 

Government, made up largely 
. of ministerial novices, has 
•" ~~J thrust two elder statesmen 
from the Qnistian Democrat- 
\ dominated days of the “first 
7 . f republic" into the limelight as 
“ they struggle to resolve ..an 
' intractable crisis. 

The task of finding tfsucces- 
sor to Silvio Berlusconi foils 
on President Scalfaro, a veter- 
'| jr an of Italy’s revolving-doOJr 
; governments who was elected 
- by a parliament that in turn 
was chosen under the old- 
proportional voting 'system - 
and was discredited ultimate- 
1 " ly by the corruption scandal. 

7“ Signor Scalfaro, 76,- has 
I'_„‘ made it dear that he wants to 

avoid dissolving parliament 
■ r ~' after only nine months of its 
- v , five-year term. The idea has 
—upset Signor Berlusconi’s 
: supporters, who say the fbr- 

motion of an alternative gov- 
ernment without fresh 
elections would amount to- 
■_V electoral fraud. 

Some have even hinted that 
* the head of state has skeletons 



ScaMaroc wants to avoid 
dissolving parliament 

of providence but the complete 
opposite." 

The historic debate droned 
on in an atmosphere that 
combined high drama with 
farce. The Prime Minister’s 
was delayed for more 
i an hour as MBs from his 
Forza Italia demanded and 
obtained five television cover- 
i of the proceedings. Irene 
ti. the Speaker, expelled 
unruly Fbrza Italia MPs and 


in his cupboard relating to 
some of the corruption scan¬ 
dals of tiie first republic. 
Signor Berlusconi wrote re¬ 
cently to the ‘ President 
apologising for one of the 
more intemperate attyrks on 
him by Ghdiano Ferrara, the 
government spokesman. 

Relations between the old- 
fashioned President and the 
brash, impatient Prime Min¬ 
ister have always been frosty. 
That mutual suspicion has 
brought another leading fig¬ 
ure from the old Christian 
Democrat Party bade on to 
the>' stage — Francesco 
Cossiga. 

Signor Cossiga, a former 
President who earned his 
place in history with public 
attacks on the vices of the old 
political order from the presi¬ 
dential palace, is now sound¬ 
ing outpolitical leaders on the 
possibility <rf forming a so- 
called “government of the 
rules". Such a caretaker ad¬ 
ministration would rewrite 
the rules governing the elec¬ 
toral process and media own¬ 
ership and aim to lead the 
country to new elections in a 
less embittered atmosphere. 
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Priest and doctor 
take the stage in 
presidential farce 

From Charles Bremner in paris 
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A PSYCHIATRIST .with a 
suitcase foil of cash and the 
country’s most popular priest 
brought a dash of farce to the 
French political scene yester¬ 
day as yet another candidate 
declared that duty may force 
him to join the race. 

Raymond Barre, the former 
Prime Minista’ and indepen¬ 
dent conservative who stood in 
1988. said the popular support 
for Jacques Delors, the outsid¬ 
er who withdrew last week, 
showed that the French “are 
yearning for a change-of air". 
He was therefore ready to put 
himself forward if necessary. 
An economics professor and 
MPaged 70, M Barre remains 
pop ular and his presence in . 
the campaign could, dent the 
fortunes of Edouard BaUadur.. 
the Gaullist Prime Minister 
and current favourite. Howev-. 
er, M Bane's relaunch was 
overshadowed by tbe latest 
antics .surrounding tire, camp 
of Jacques Chirac; the Gaullist 
party boss and ever-more 
desperate underdog in- the. 
fight with M Balladur.. 

The political .and judicial 
work! was agog at the arrest of 
Dr Jean-Pierre Martchal. an 
eminent Paris psychiatrist 
who, according to police, was; 
arrested at Charles de Gaulle 
airport as he took possession 
of g millio n francs in cash. Dr 
ManSchaLis alleged .to have 
sought the money as a bribe 
for persuading Eric Haiphen, 
his son-in-law who is a cd^ 
brated examining judge, to 
drop a politically explosive 

investigation into foe affairs of 
a Gaullist county councillor: - 

While legal experts expected 
M Haiphen to be removed 
from the case, which involves 

alleged graft by Gaullist offici¬ 
als in Paris, the judge's union 


depicted him as a victim of 
political machinations. 

Though M Chirac is not 
directly involved in the 
Haiphen investigation, he has 
suffered a shower of ridicule 
this week from his attempt to 
exercise a new-found role as 
. crusader for the homeless. The 
episode began on Sunday 
when Abbe Pierre, a cam¬ 
paigner -for foe poor and 
national hero for the past four 
decades, staged an occupation 
of an empty block of flats on 
foe fashionable rue Dragon, 
on the Left Bank- With the 
plight of the poor and unem¬ 
ployed the top. issue in the 
presidential campaign, M Bal- 
. ladur rushed to assure the 
jjnest that his squatting fam- 

- M Chirac,- who is also 
mayor of Paris, went one 
better, promising to to requisi- 
.tion empty .bufldings. fa the 
homeless. His promise, back¬ 
fired. It was recalled that 
when Abbe Pierre last staged 
such a media event, at Christ¬ 
mas 1992, M Chirac had 
denounced bis appeal to take 
over empty brai ding s as a 
Sorialist-mspired plot . 

. “This , is starting to look 
hilar ious ... like a panto¬ 
mime." the pro-Gaullist Le 
Figaro said. France could 
expect foe post-Christmas ap¬ 
pearance of "an inevitable 
thir d man who will be Ray¬ 
mond Barre or another". 

Although foe first round of 
the presidential election is not 
due until ApriL a frisson 
passed through Paris yester¬ 
day when President 
Mitterrand* health bulletin 
disclosed that be had halte d 
chemotherapy treatment fa- 
prostate cancer but was con¬ 
tinuing with radiotherapy- 


Cricketer’s 
child sex 
trial opens 

From Roger Maynard 

IN SYDNEY • 

TONY LOCK, the former 
Surrey and England cricket 
hero, who is (tying erf lung 
cancer, pleaded not guilty to 
four indecency charges involv¬ 
ing a ten-year-old girl when 
his trial began in an Austra¬ 
lian court yesterday. • 

The spin bowler, 65, who 
played 49 tests for England 
and took 174 wickets, faces the 
charges over an alleged inci¬ 
dent with the gjrf. his god¬ 
daughter, at ms home in 
Perth, Western Australia, in 
1980. But six defence witnesses 
told foe Perth district court 
foal Mr Lock and his family 
did not move into the house 
where the offences allegedly 
todk {dace until the next year. 

The complainant; who has 
not been named fait is the 
daughter of a former member 
of foe ’Australian national 
women’s cricket team, said 
she had been a friend of Mr 
Lodds daughter and had been 
staying overnight at his home 
in August 1980 when he bent 
down, to kiss her goodnight 
She said be had committed 
four indecent acts against her 
and bad penetrated her. 



Lode denies charge 
of assaulting gin 



Britain warms to 
France over the 
future of Europe 

By Michael Binvon, diplomatic editor 


A tense looking Silvio Berlusconi at the Quirinale Presidential Palace yesterday 


ALAIN JUPPfi. foe French 
Foreign Minister, yesterday 
briefed John Major on 
France's hopes of using its 
coming presidency of the 
European Union to switch 
attention from Eastern 
Europe to the Mediterranean 
and to pump money into 
North Africa to stem the rising 
tide of fundamentalism. 

But foe Prime Minister and 
Douglas Hurd, the Foreign 
Secretary, have made it dear 
they do not see tiie need, or 
public support fa, new funds 
for a reinvigorated Mediterra¬ 
nean policy — a theme that 
will also be a priority fa tiie 
Spanish presidency that fol¬ 
lows the French. 

However they both told M 
Juppe, who has established an 
easy working relationship 
with Mr Hurd, that they see a 
convergence of British and 
French views on foe develop¬ 
ment of tire EU. Britain be¬ 
lieves no French political party 
now wants to see the submer¬ 
gence of national identity in a 
more closely-knit Europe, and 
that they share with Britain 
doubts about foe role of the 
European parliament and the 
powers of the European Com¬ 
mission. 

M Juppe’s visit, part of the 
normal tour of European capi¬ 
tals preceding any presidency, 
comes as Mr Hurd is setting 
up four policy groups to look 


at Britain’s relations with 
Europe and interests in the 
wider world. These wifl help to 
formulate same of the guiding 
principles underpinning Brit¬ 
ish proposals for the 1996 
inter-governmental confer- 
. ence on EU development 

Britain's relations with 
France have been warming 
rapidly over the past year, in 
part because of foe intense co¬ 
operation between the two 
over Bosnia and in part 
because France has been 
markedly less enthusiastic in 
issuing calls for the further 
deepening of the European 
Union. 

The decision of Jacques 
Delors, the President of the 
European Commission, not to 
be a candidate for foe French 
presidency has also eased 
fears in London of a polarised 
debate on Europe in France. 
This, it was feared, might have 
pushed Paris into taking posit¬ 
ions intended to swing opinion 
more sharply behind France’s 
commitment to an integrated 
union. 

France and Germany 
agreed to co-ordinate their 
presidencies in July when 
Bain took over foe EU leader¬ 
ship. However, in foe run-up 
to foe general election, 
Germany avoided all big deci¬ 
sions that might have proved 
controversial. The same is 
likely to be true of France. 
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How an impoverished viscountess became a correspondent for The Times in 19 th-century France 


Secret dispatches from Paris by balloon 


O nly last week l re¬ 
ceived an invitation 
from Japan ad¬ 
dressed in exqui¬ 
sitely hand-brushed copper¬ 
plate calligraphy to “Mr Joan¬ 
na Pitman. Tokyo Bureau 
Chief, The Times" forwarded 
by my former assistant in 
Tokyo who knew it would 
make me laugh. 

It reminded me of the occa¬ 
sion when t was visited by a 
political writer from a well- 
known Japanese daily who 
arrived prepared to interview 
“Pitman-San”on international 
political affairs — a subject on 
which the Japanese are inex¬ 
plicably and tirelessly fond of 
reading foreigners' views. 

On this occasion the writer 



JOANNA PITMAN 


walked in with his photogra¬ 
pher and. on seeing Pimian- 
San dressed in a skirt, fumed 
crestfallen to his colleague and 
said in Japanese: “No. no. This 
cant be right. The Times 
surely doesn't have a woman 
in charge in Japan. Either we 
do without the picture or we 
cancel the whole thing. It just 
wont look right on the page." 

I mustered my best honorif¬ 
ic Japanese. “What a shame." I 
said, performing an appropri¬ 
ately humble bow. Jaws 
dropped, eyes popped and the 
two of them couidnt scarper 
fast enough. 

For all my wimpish com¬ 
plaints of the blatant chauvin¬ 
ism. not to mention the 
financial rigours and the gen¬ 
eral hardships, that come with 
being a foreign “cyarriah 
woomanu" (career woman) in 
Japan, my three years in 
Tokyo were nothing in com¬ 
parison with the difficulties 
experienced by the first 
woman ever to take up her pen 
as a foreign correspondent for 
The Times. 

This was in Paris in the 
1870s. at the time of the 
Franco-Pmssian War. and jhF. 
woman in question was a* 
formidable dame of immense 
courage and resourcefulness 
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Frances de Peyronnet right (and inset), enjoying her old age at Loseley House in Surrey, far right, one of her columns published in The Times in 1871 


by the name of Frances. Vis¬ 
countess de Peyronnet. Rec¬ 
ommended as a “keen and 
polished writer" to the manag¬ 
er of The Times, she was 
invited to send two columns 
every week — addressed sim¬ 
ply to “Editor of The Times. 
London" — to reach the paper 
on Sunday night in time for 
publication on Monday 
mornings. 

The ~ Viscountess, bom 
Frances Whitfield in Suffolk in 
ISIS, had married into the 
French aristocracy in 1833 and 
moved to France, where she 
made a career of bringing up 
four children until her hus¬ 
band’s sugar plantations in 
the West Indies went bank¬ 
rupt. The elderly Viscount's 
various illnesses, which in¬ 
cluded. according to contem¬ 
porary records, “gout to the 
head", prevented him from 
working, and all the consider¬ 
able de Peyronnet fortunes 
had been squandered by her 


father-in-law on thousands 
and thousands of sets of linen 
sheets (he apparently refused 
to sleep in a pair of sheets 
twice and went through 365 
sets every year). 


Ti 


1 he Viscountess had no 
choice therefore but to 
become the breadwin¬ 
ner. and after the 
family was besieged in Paris 
in 1871. she began filing 
lengthy political dispatches to 
The Times by balloon under 
conditions of extreme secrecy, 
using the byline “A French 
Correspondent". It is not clear 
how she gathered her infor¬ 
mation, but she certainly 
moved in aristocratic and 
high-ranking military circles 
during the day, and used to sit 
up at night watching over her 
husband and scribbling away 
secretly for The Times. 

Certainly not one to shy 
away from--stating her own 
partisan views, she was ex¬ 


traordinarily opinionated in 
some of her columns, to an 
extent that would never sur¬ 
vive the ruthless pruning by 
today's subeditors. She was 
frankly critical of the French in 
general and of the Empire 
under Napoleon 111 in particu¬ 
lar. Her description of the 
peace negotiations after the 
end of the siege between Jules 
Favre and Count Bismarck 
leads her into extravagant 
flights of prose, pillorying the 
Frenchman and heaping eulo¬ 
gies on the German. 

"Of all the political men in 
France, M Jules Favre was the 
one least suited for such a 
negotiation... he has the art¬ 
ist's temperament, is aii ideal¬ 
ist and sentimentalist^skilful 
in language, unskilful in af¬ 
fairs. apt to soar above the 
earth into the vague ethereal. 
The other [Count Bismarck] is 
a’man of a clear, precise and 
decided nature^ always open, 
but always prepared, solidly 


attached to the earth, practical 
as a man of business, energetic 
and sure of himself as a 
gentleman, possessing the art¬ 
ist’s nature too. but under 
control... a statesman before 
all things, recalling Richelieu 
in some points, the great Pitt in 
others, a man of the first rank 
— few of which are seen in a 
century, and of whom two 


hardly ever belong to the same 
nation. Permit me to say that 
there is no humiliation in 
being vanquished by such a 
man." 

The Viscountess was per¬ 
mitted to say a lot more 
besides and has left an ex¬ 
traordinary record from an 
astute observer and prescient 
political commentator. She 


freely admitted, however, to 
her difficulties in maintaining 
a judicial and cool distance 
from her subject. “It is difficult 
when one hates war. to write 
with proper equanimity about 
all that has been going on here 
for the last ten days, and I 
catch myself involuntarily 
grasping my pen Hke a sword, 
with which it would be sweet 
to smite and utterly destroy all 
those who. by pandering to 
popular passions and popular 
ignorance, have brought us to 
our present pass.” 

Physical privations did not 
deter The Times’s hot-headed 
56-year-old correspondent. 
Surviving on a diet of boiled 
rice and red wine with which 
she made “sauces", and the 
occasional scrap of horsemeat 
on a good day, she managed to 
keep her household going 


(receiving £5 per journalistic 
column) through acts of cun¬ 
ning described in her grand¬ 
daughter's memoirs. 

On one occasion, finding 
herself without balloon post or 
carrier pigeons, she "found a 
Frenchman of the servant 
class who was only too thank¬ 
ful to desert and escape from 
Paris. His cheek was injected 
with a slight irritant so that it 
swelled up, his head was 
bound up so that he had the 
appearance of a man who 
could hardly speak, and he 
was taught a few words of 
English" to enable him to get 
through thelines- 

In comparison, my own 
struggles in 1990s Tokyo, and 
my anguish at having to wait 
three days for stale copies of 
The Times, pale into ridicu¬ 
lous insignificance. 


Thanks to the 
Pentium” Processor, 
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they're going last). 
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Six years after the tragedy, there seems no prospect of bringing 


the bombers to justice. Magnus Linklater calls for a full-scale inquiry 


Ti 


he time has come for the Govern¬ 
ment to publish its evidence on 
t“_ibe Lockerbie bombing, and al¬ 
low the world to judge where responsi¬ 
bility lies for the'worst peacetime 
atrocity since the war. 

Yesterday evening, at three minutes 
past seven, a small' group of grieving- 
relatives lit a candle In Westminster 
Abbey in memory of the victims of Pan 
Am flight 103 from London to New York 
which exploded in mid-air on December 
21. 1988 and fell to earth killing 270 
people. The candle is in Pan Am blue 
and is designed to bum for 270 hours. 
For some of those attending, sadness 
will be tinged with bitterness. Sue years 
after that terrible event, justice has 
neither been done nor seen to be done. 
Despite an international investigation 
conducted by the West's most powerful 
police and intelligence agencies, no one 
has been brought to trial and no firm 
conclusion has been reached on where 
guilt ultimately lies. 

Worse, a campaign is gathering pace 
which suggests that the British and 
American Governments are colluding 
in witholding evidence which might 
finally reach the truth. One parent. Dr 
Jim Swire, has gone so Ear as to accuse 
Western intelligence of being accom¬ 
plices before the fact to murder, and of 
conspiring to pervert the course of 
justice. 

On the surface, what has been done to 
identify the bombers is remarkable. A 
unique co-operative effort between the 
US Justice Department in Washington 
and the Crown Office in Scotland has 
assembled what they believe to be a 
cast-iron case against two named Liby¬ 
ans who are said to have placed a 
suitcase containing die bomb on board 
a connecting flight from Malta. 


Why the 
Lockerbie 
case must 
not die 


T he evidence came not from intelli¬ 
gence contacts, but from pains¬ 
taking police work in Scotland, 
from old-fashioned forensic evidence, 
and a brilliant piece of detective work by 
a Scottish police officer. Detective 
Inspector Harry Bell. It was he who 
traced clothing found in the remains of a 
suspect suitcase, from Scotland to 
Malta. He worked from a fragment of 
green circuit board, smaller than a 
fingernail, found in the wreckage area, 
which scientists determined was part of 
the bomb's timing device The owner of 
the shop where the clothing was sold, 
Mary's House in Sliema, remembered 
the Libyan purchaser well and identi¬ 
fied him. He also volunteered the fact 
that the Libyan had bought an umbrel¬ 
la. Bell called his team back at base and 
asked them if an umbrella had been 
found in the suitcase. It had. It matched 
up. As one of those involved put it: "At 
that point the hair stood up on the back 
of our necks." 

The prosecution case against the two 
Libyans — Abdel Basset Ali Mohmcd al- 
Megrahi and Amin Khalifa Fhimah — 
is relatively straightforward. Megrahi 
was head of security for Libyan Airlines: 
Fhimah was the airline's senior official 
in Malta, Both were members of ISO. 
the Libyan equivalent of the KGB. The 
prosecutors argue that they were in¬ 
structed to arrange the bombing as an 
act of revenge for President Reagan's 
attack on Tripoli in 1986. The circum¬ 
stantial evidence is overwhelming. 
There is even a photograph of one of 
their passports with the visa date 
proving that Megrahi was in Malra on 
the day in question. 

The British and Americans reached 
the view that they had a case that would 
stand up in court, and they called for a 



public showing on die grounds that it 
might prejudice future proceedings, 
challenges just aflbut every assertion 
made by the prosecuting authorities. It 
claims that there is no evidence that the 
bomb was placed on board in Malta; 
that the Libyan connection is unproved. 
. and that vital forensic evidence has been 
-falsified to steer investigators away 
from the real truth. 

This is. says Francovich, that die 
paymaster was in fact Iran; that the 
bomb was put on board at .Frankfurt 
and that it was made possible owing to 
an American drugs operation which 
was being run from Lebanon and was 
part of a deal reached by Colonel Oliver 
North to secure the release of American 
hostages. The authorities are covering 
up. he implies, to prevent diplomatic 
embarrassment with the United States's 
new allies in the Middle East and to 
shield their own involvement. 

Francovich has interviewed 120 
people in ten countries, including the 
accused Libyans themselves, the Swiss 
manufacturer of the timing devices, and 
many of those involved in the origiiia! 
search for bodies and forensic evidence. 
Some of what he has uncovered is 
undoubtedly damaging from the point 
of view of the Scottish Crown Office and 
the US Justice Department 

Can these two completely conflicting 
versions of the Lockerbie saga — the 
Palestinian and the Libyan — be true? 
They just might be. It is entirely possible 
that there was more than one terrorist 
operation in 1988 aimed at hitting the 
West The Libyans were out for revenge. 
But so were the Iranians after the 
downing of one of their airliners, hit by 
an American missile in the Eastern 
Mediterranean with the loss of290 lives. 
Could they have been co-ordinated? No 
one has a convenient set of minutes 
from a meeting which may or may have 
taken place in Tehran, or Beirut or' 
Tripoli some time in 1988. 









Lockerbie relatives’ sadness has 
been tinged with bitterness 


trial in Scotland or the United States. 
That remains their position. But since 
they brought their indictment three 
years ago. all efforts to extradite the 
Libyans have failed. Neither threats, 
nor sanctions, nor diplomatic pressure 
have persuaded Colonel Gaddafi to 
release them. Offers of a trial on neutral 
territory have been rejected. The result 
has been stalemate. 

Meanwhile the evidence grows older. 
Would the Maltese shop-keeper still 
testily? Would his eyewitness account 
stand up more than six years after the 
event? And is that forensic evidence 
really rock solid? What seemed ai one 
stage io be an open and shut case is 
becoming anything but. A documenta¬ 
ry. made by an American director Allan 
Francovich. bui so far banned from 


H owever, a giant step would be 
taken if the British and Ameri¬ 
can authorities came clean 
about their evidence. It is now dear that 
the Libyans are unlikely ever to come to 
trial. In any event six years is long 
t wa .’ L t ‘ me bas come to 
hold a full-scale inquiry, as the relatives 
demand. The mountains of evidence 
assembled in the West must be brought 

0UL iP* brensic details should be 
revealed. Only this way can justice be 
done. Former ministers like Lord par- 
S^ a, T cepIed ^ view- only to be 
Ma r rsa f el Catcher. John 
Major has so far hidden behind the 

fn Smrhnri 2 - ^ fataJ acrident inquiry 
? *? roproy enough. Others 

■?9 uh y brieve that a full 

to m?ui ? is the onj y rcute 

to be taken if justice is to be done. 

tms could uncover some diplomatic 

and security scandals, such as why 

croml warnings about the tonS 

™er made public such £*52 

ZhSlT TI ran “»«i in the- 
j flight; that the plane was 

two-thirds full gt the bujyarist- 

s^ a L been , he,d ^ 

^ 13 

to B d!e fte _ a T« m31ive ~ ,oaUow thecase-: 
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New guideliness for back pain M An unlikely connection between eyedrops and cold feet ■ A pill to replace an injection 



GARY Glitter’s 
back stood the 
strain of Ids leap¬ 
ing about on the 
stage no better 
than Ivan Lendl’s 
could bear the 
stress of compet¬ 
ing in worid-dass tennis. 

Glitter had surgery this week for 
a prolapsed intervertebral disc 
Ivan Lendl is to retire from firct- 
dass tennis at the age of 34 They 
are not alone in their troubles. A 
committee set up by the Govern¬ 
ment to recommend guidelines for 
the prevention and treatment of 
back pain heard that it accounts 
for 52 million working days lost 
each year, that it costs £1.4 billion 
a year in sickness and invalidity 
benefit payments, and costs die 
NHS £41 million a year. 

Gone are the days when patients 
were advised to lie flat on then- 
back on the floor, or on a bed with 
boards under the mattress. The 
committee suggested that al¬ 
though two or three days’ rest 
might be inevitable, any longer 
would be unhelpful because backs 
recover fester u patients resume 
physical activities soon. 

AD doctors fear that backache 


Backs to 
the wall 


may be a symptom of 
something more sin¬ 
ister than a disc le¬ 
sion. and that other 
spinal pathology may 
bepresent 
The committee, in 
its recent report, rec¬ 
ommends that al¬ 
though most bade 
pain canbe treated by 
a GPwhh access toX- 
ray facilities, physio¬ 
therapists or other 
skilled manipulation, 
it was important to 
refer a patient for a 
consultant opinion if 
the pain had been 
present for six weeks or if any of 
the following factors applied: die 
patient's age at time of onset of the 
trouble was under 20 or over 55; 
the patient had been subjected to 



MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 

-♦- 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 


physical trauma; the 
pain was constant 
progressive and not 
related only to move¬ 
ment; the pain affect¬ 
ed the chest; there 
was a proven or pos¬ 
sible history of malig¬ 
nant disease; the 
patient was taking 
steroids, illegal drugs 
or had HIV; the pain 
made the patient feel 
unwdi. It was also 
thought significant if 
patients had suffered 
weight loss or were 
unable to bend their 
back; or suffered 


com- 


from other neurological 
plaints or bony disease: 

For initial treatment, the com¬ 
mittee recommends that pain re¬ 
lief should be achieved with anti¬ 


inflammatory drugs rather than 
narcotics. Other doctors might 
prefer to tzy transcutaneous spinal 
analgesia; a Bristol firm is now 


cigarettes which delivers a pulse 
current to .the skin over the 
appropriate level of the spine. 
After 20 minutes' application it is 
reported that the pain is oftai 
eased for several hours. Since the 
effect is cumulative, the pain may 
in some cases later be kept at bay 
for a day cm- two. 

The National Back Pain Associ¬ 
ation has ■ complained that the 
Government has yet to acknowl¬ 
edge the importance of back 
injuries and pain. 

The problems it causes in the 
patient’s daily life results in people 
taking up 15 million consulta¬ 
tions in family practitioners' sur¬ 
geries and hospital outpatients 
every year. The association also 
feds it anomalous that the NHS 
will pay for foe genera] practitio¬ 
ner’s prescription for a truss, but 
not for a neck support 

%Tke Xpain machine is available 
from Exmoor House. Exmoor. 
Bed minster. Bristol BS3 1HD, price 
£1(0 plus VAT 


Cold comfort 


A YEAR or two 
I ...... ago l wasconsult- 

ed by a patient 
whose wife had 
Igg complained that 
his feet had sud- 
denly became very 
cold in bed. On 


questioning, he admitted that be 
had also noticed that his hands 
became odd in frosty weather and 
his nose turned blue. 

The answer lay in the drops he 
was putting in his eyes to control 
his glaucoma. The non-selective 
betabiocker timolol, marketed as 
Tfmoptotor GlaucoL is the basis of 
the eyedrops now commonly pre¬ 
scribed for glaucoma. These drops 
are usually very effective at lower¬ 
ing the pressure in the eyeball and 
are normally free of side-effects. 

Cold feet sue relatively unimpor¬ 
tant but some patients are particu¬ 
larly sensitive to betablockers and 
may show si defects, sane po¬ 
tentially dangerous, even with 
small doses. 

Dr Paul Diggory. a research 
physician in Leeds, writing in the 
journal Geriatric Medicine, sug¬ 


gests that elderly people may not 
connect their use of eyedrops with 
increasing breathlessness and 
poor exercise tolerance — other 
sid©«ffects of betablockers. Dr 
Diggory warns dial betablocking 
eyedrops should not be prescribed 
for patients with chrome obstruc¬ 
tive airways disease or asthma. 
Doctors who have been prescrib¬ 
ing betablocking eyedrops for 
patients for some time should. Dr 
Diggory believes, review their 
cases periodically to make certain 
that chest conditions have not 
developed in the meantime. Other 
drugs for the treatment of glauco¬ 
ma are available. 

Potent pill 

THE news that 
Pfizers. among 
other pharmaceu¬ 
tical companies, is 
testing a pfli to 
help male impo¬ 
tence, has been 
confirmed by the 
manufacturers. ThepflJ is likely to 
be particularly useful in cases 
where there is no demonstrable 
anatomical weakness — for those 



men for whom a Caverject 
alprostadil injection would now be 
recommended. Mr Roger Kirby, 
die consultant urologist, said: 
“Caverject contains prostaglandin 
El: it is a great improvement on 
papaverine injections as its action 
is more predictable, lasts for a 
socially more convenient time and 
tolerance doesn't seem to develop. 

“However some patients don’t 
like the idea of injecting them¬ 
selves, even if in more than 85 per 
cent of men, it is almost painless. 
We are very optimistic that a pill 
will, in the not too distant future, 
be introduced which will have foe 
same effect" 

The injection and the p£Q both 
act on the molecular chemistry of 
foe penis, increasing the blood 
supply. 

The trials of Pfizers* new pill still 
has some time to run. Meanwhile. 
Caverject is now obtainable on 
prescription. Genitourinary phy¬ 
sicians have been trained in its use 
and instructed in how to teach 
patients to inject themselves. 
About 15,000 shots are sold each 
month which, at about £10 before 
foe chemist's mark-up, will mean 
that a patient's hour of potency 
will cost around £20. 


S ecrets 

of our 
soles 


Dr James Le Fann on why 
orthopaedic surgeons are fascinated 
by the mechanics of the foot 


C inderella, according 
to folk historians 
Iona and Ifeter Opie, 
“is undoubtedly the 
best known of all fairy stories 
— a tale whose strangeness 
has been a wonder to man for 
a thousand years". ' They 
should know, having traced 
no fewer than 700 variants of 
the story across the world. 

The most striking moment 
in this tale is when Cinderella 
slips her foot Into foe glass 
slipper — what does it mean? 
Orthopaedic surgeon Basil 
HelaL who knows more about 
feet than anyone else in Brit¬ 
ain, has no dohbt 
In an article. “Ihe 
Ascent of Cinderel¬ 
la". in the Journal 
of the Royal Soci¬ 
ety of Medicine he 
argues that the res¬ 
onance of tins im¬ 
age lies in its sexual 
symbolism. “The 
foot is the phallus 
and the shoe foe 
vagina... the per¬ 
fect fit ensures a 
perfect mating and 
so leads to a happy 
marriage." But foe 
foot is not only a 
sexual symbol, it is also, he 
says, a “potent source of 
eroticism” in its own right 
Foot fetishism is common 
and its more famous practitio¬ 
ners included Ovid, Goethe, 
Thomas Hardy and Casano¬ 
va. The practice of foot binding 
in China was a society-sanc¬ 
tioned form of foot fetishism. 

By contrast foe foot as an 
object of scientific scrutiny has 
tended to be neglected, the 
general impression being that 
though it is certainly a very 
useful appendage it is not 
nearly as interesting as. for 
example, the hand. Mr Helal 
finds file comparison invidi¬ 
ous. The foot he maintains, is 
much more sophisticated and 
complex, a biomechanical 
marvel that provides both 
stability ami propulsion for 
the human frame. 


Indeed, the human foot is 
the defining characteristic of 
Man. his hallmark, which by 
allowing him to stand upright 
freed the hands entirely from 
their weight-bearing function 
aixi thus initiated the long 
climb to civilisation. 

The feature that distin¬ 
guishes foe human foot from 
that of aiiy other animal is the 
longitudinal arch which sepa- 
rateS/Out the twin-functions of 
stabfflty and propulsion. The 
stability comes from foe outer 
part in a semicircle running 
from the heel to the fourth and 
fifth toes. This is the weight¬ 
bearing surface, 
and tiie cushioning 
of the muscles and 
ligaments along 
with foe highly spe¬ 
cialised structure 
of foe bed fat pad 
act as a shock ab¬ 
sorber capable of 
sustaining the 
downward fence of 
tiie human, body 
that is measured in 
kflotonnes? 

The remaining 
of the foot 

_ on the big 

toe acts as a lever, 
“an elastic, mobile dynamic 
organ of propulsion" As is so 
often the case, it is only when 
some part of the body goes 
wrong that its true worth can 

be appreciated. 

The big toe is susceptible to 
foe condition hallux rigidus 
where there is a limitation of 
movement in relation to the 
rest of foe foot 
While walking, foe stiffness 
of .the toe puts pressure oa the 
surrounding muscles and liga¬ 
ments, which then become 
inflamed and very painful 
indeed. Mobility is obviously 
severely restricted and, unless 
adequately and promptly 
treated, chronic arthritic 
changes follow which require 
surgery to correct them. 

The renewed interest in foe 
foot in recent years has been 
fuelled by two developments. 


‘Joggers 
get stress 
fractures 
of the 
bones of 
the foot’ 



Arthur Rackham’s illustration of the Cinderella story: in real life, tiie foot is a complex biomechanical marvel that provides both stability and propulsion for the human frame 


The first is foe popularity of 
jogging and the punishing 
training regimes of profession¬ 
al athletes. The foot is now 
exposed to forces that even its 
resilient structure is unable to 
sustain. 

The longdistance runner, 
for example, hits the ground 
with his heel with a force three 
to four times Ms body weight 
800 times for every mile that is 
covered. 

Joggers get stress fractures 
of the small bones in the foot 
shear the fatty 
oS the heel, footballers 
develop hallux rigidus frc&n 
repetitively stubbing the toe on 
the bad. basketball players 
traumatise the small sesamoid 
bones under the sole of tiie foot 
and so on — the possibilities 
for injury are enormous. 

It can be impossible to 
diagnose these problems with¬ 
out specialist knowledge of the 


anatomy of the foot and thei r 
management may be very 
difficult — not least because 
foe victims too frequently want 
to get back to a training circuit 
as quickly as possible to repeat 
die traumatic manoeuvres 
that were responsible for their 
symptoms in the first place. 

The second impetus to scien¬ 
tific interest in foe foot arises 
from tiie expectation nowa¬ 
days that the variety of con¬ 
genial defects with which a 
child may be bom can be 
corrected surgically. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr John Ftxsen. consul¬ 
tant orthopaedic surgeon at 
Great Ormond Street Hospi¬ 
tal, London: “Children re¬ 
ferred to orthopaedic clinics 
with foot problems or parental 
anxiety about the condition of 
a child’s feet exceed aD other 
referrals — it is extremely 
common." 

He adds, significantly: "It is. 


however, impossible to give 
advice unless there is a dear 
understanding of the natural 
history and development of 
the foot in childhood!” • 

M any of the child¬ 
ren referred for 
a specialist opin¬ 
ion have nothing 
wrong with their feet, or 
nothing that requires treat¬ 
ment and it is a considerable 
challenge to identity these and 
thus avoid unnecessary surgi¬ 
cal intervention. 

This is well illustrated by 
the problem of flat feet which 
Mr FSxsen divides into two 
main categories. The first and 
largest group have no symp¬ 
toms and foe feet are foDy 
mobile. These require no treat¬ 
ment. but he says: “The pos¬ 
ition must be carefully 
explained to often anxious 
parents that their children’s 


feet are basically normal" 
However, where the feet are 
either painful or stiff, or where 
there is sane demonstrable 
bony or muscular abnormali¬ 
ty, then a careful and thor¬ 
ough examination is essential 
to allow a definitive diagnosis 
to be made and corrective 
treatment undertaken. 

Mr Helal draws a teasing 
analogy between tiie Cinderel¬ 
la story and tiie changing role 
of the foot in orthopaedic 
practice. Fbr many years it has 
been misunderstood and ne- 
certainty compared to 
other joints of the tower 
limb—the hip and die knee. 

In recent years, however, 
the foot has met its Prince 
Charming in the form of a 
small group of orthopaedic 
enthusiasts whose detailed 
study of its mechanics have 
revealed it to be an appendage 
Of complex and subtie beauty. 


A widow’s message that is saving lives 


; X Then interviewed 
1A/ after seeing a doctor. 
TT the average patient 
in recall only one piece of 
formation. This is hardly 
uprising because medical 
rnsul tattoos usually take 
ace in surroundings seem- 
gty designed to thwart good 
mmuxncation — a ten-minr 
e appointment with a busy 
P. a noisy outpatient clinic 
ith only a curiam _for privacy 
award round with a dozen 
lute-coated strangers crowd- 
I around tiie patient’s bed 
unmunkation skills are now 
central part of the curricu- 
nf in most medical schools, 
it tragedies still result when 

, important message is dfoer 
it imparted to the patient or 
misinterpreted, misunder- 
nd or dismissed as not 

rsonaHy relevant 
penny Boyer became a wid- 
! in May 1992 when her hus- 
nd. Miles, a healthy 34- 
ar-old father of two, 
vefaped pneumococcal sep¬ 


ticaemia (a form of blood pois¬ 
oning). Mr Boyer had lost his 
. spleen, an important immune 
defence organ, in a road 
accident ten years earlier but' 
was unaware of the need to 
tyke .peniaBm. - protection 
against pneumococcal infec¬ 
tion and had never received 
the p neumo coccal vacrine. 

. Doctors argue whether pat¬ 
ients without spleens should 
take peniriflin every day for 
tiie rest of their lives or only 
during periods of illness such 
as sore throats or flu, but the 
lifesaving potential of both 
penicillin and pneumococcal 
vaccine in these patients is 
universally accepted. 

Mrs Boyer channelled her 
grief into a large-scale cam¬ 
paign to educate the public 


Patients who 
have had their 
spleens removed 
need a vital 
treatment, says 
Dr Trisha 


Grce nh a l Mrs Boyer campaigner 



otway general 
[England with a 


protocol card for managing 
splenectomy patients. By per¬ 
sonally recruiting some prom¬ 
inent doctors, she managed 
even to get foe British Medical 


Journal to devote almost a 
whole issue to her cause. last 
January, Mr Boyers story was 
reported in the national press 
and was read by another fit 
man in his thirties who had 
also lost Ms spleen in an 
earlier accident 
John Simmonds {not Ms real 
name) discussed the article 
with his wife and commented: 
“Oh, that will never happen to 
me but if my GP sends for me I 
might go along." Eight 


months later. John Simmonds 
was dead — from pneumo¬ 
coccal septicaemia. 

The story illustrates not just 
how an estimated 50,000 ap¬ 
parently healthy men and 
women, many of them young 
and active, are at-risk of dying 
from an illness which is both 
preventable and curable, ft 
also illustrates an important 
principle of health education 
— that young people who 
consider thonsdves fit may. 


consciously or subconsciously, 
reject a piece of medical infor¬ 
mation even when it conveys 
an important, relevant and 
unambiguous message about 
their own illness or the risk 
of illness. 

We win never know whether 
Miles Boyer or John Sim¬ 
monds had ever been told to 
keep taking penicillin, and if 
they had, that it could be a 
matter of Me or death. Per¬ 
haps the doctors who removed 
tberr spleens, or who saw them 
for subsequent checkups, were 
unaware of the danger. Nei¬ 
ther man had been vaccinated 
against pneumococcus. Ap¬ 
parently, nobody had told 
either of them to attend hospi¬ 
tal urgently if they experienced 
the early symptoms of pneu¬ 
mococcal infection, or even 
what those symptoms might 
be. Perhaps foe words were 
said — but if they were, it 
seams nobody checked that 
they had sunk in. 

It appears to be a driving 


principle in tiie new National 
Health Service that patients 
deserve and should be given 
more information about their 
Alness, more involvement in 
medical decision-making, and 
more control over their own 
health. But lip service to these 
ideological principles is of tittle 
use if the doctors themselves 
have dangerously large cavi¬ 
ties in their medical know¬ 
ledge or if they assume that all 
the information they impart to 
patients will automatically be 
understood, acknowledged 
and acted upon. 

9 Patients without a spleen who 
want more information on pre¬ 
venting pneumococcal infection 
should contact their general prac¬ 
titioner or the Splenectomy Trust, 
do Dr Dick Mayon-White. Ox¬ 
fordshire Health Authority. 
Manor House. Headington, Ox¬ 
ford. Doctors may obtain copies af 
the splenectomy protocol card 
from Mrs Penny Beyer, do the 
Post Office. Swinbrooke. 
Oxfordshire, 



Aumascutum 

SALE 

STARTS DEC 27. 


Up to 50% off men’s wear, 
ladies’ wear and accessories. 

Wrap up a great deal. 

100 Regent Street, London WLItt 071734 6090. 
Also at Manchester; Bristol and Dublin. 
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Berlusconi’s 
hour of 
reckoning 

John Phillips says media 


concentration is compromising 


Italy’s democratic process 


I taly is in desperate need of 
government, but Silvio 
Berlusconi, the media ty¬ 
coon. has shown himself inca¬ 
pable of governing. What is 
frightening is that despite all 
his shortcomings. Italians 
may yet re-elect the smiling 
Cavaliere to the Palazzo Chigi 
within weeks, because of his 
grip on the media. 

Signor Berlusconi captured 
the imagination of conserva¬ 
tives throughout Europe when 
he won a dazzling victory in 
the March election. What was 
not dear outside Italy was the 
extent to which he had de¬ 
ployed his virtual monopoly 
over private television in fla¬ 
grant abuse of electoral rules 
during his campaign. Within 
three months. Forza Italia had 
grown from nothing into the 
largest party, denying the 
former communist Democrat¬ 
ic Party of the Left what had 
been considered an almost 
certain victory. 

The new Prime Minister 
succeeded in persuading Ital¬ 
ians — especially young, first- 
time voters — that Forza Italia 
was an exciting new phenome¬ 
non for change, ir seemed to 
matter little that many of his 
acolytes were former proteges 
of Bettino Craxi. the Socialist 
former Prime Minister, who 

fled to Tunisia to _ 

escape trial on cor¬ 
ruption charges, or 
of Giulio Andreorti, 
the former Chris¬ 
tian Democrat 
leader suspected of 
acting as the guar¬ 
antor of the Mafia 
in Rome. Nor that 
others had been, 
like himself, mem¬ 
bers of the illegal 
Propaganda Due 


The great 
danger 
for Italy 
now is 
national 
bankruptcy 


masonic lodge, which magis¬ 
trates decided was a threat to 
an open democratic system. 
Only a few of Berlusconi's - 
disciples, such as Antonio 
Martino, the Foreign Minis¬ 
ter. were genuine free-market 
idealists. For his pan. 
Gianfranco Fmi. the tycoon's 
ally in the "post-Fascist" Nat¬ 
ional Alliance, lauded Benito 
Mussolini as the “greatest 
statesman of the century”, but 
showed a political finesse 
which Signor Berlusconi will 
never achieve. 

During his campaign. 
Berlusconi the impresario 
promised two million new jobs 
and an end to corruption, but 
he then appointed a board- 
room cabinet including sev¬ 
eral executives from his 
Fininvest empire. They had no 
experience of statecraft, but 
every intention of promoting 
company interests. 

Italy's most urgent problem 
is the real danger of national 
bankruptcy from accumulated 
profligate public spending. In¬ 
stead of addressing this. Si¬ 
gnor Berlusconi dedicated his 
first months in office to taking 
control of the RAI public 
broadcasting corporation, de¬ 
manding that it become a pro- 
Govemment organ. 

At the same time, he insisted 
on retaining control of his 


appeal on RAI for mass street- 
protests in support of his 
crumbling administration. 

During his seven months in 
power. Signor Berlusconi and 
his Justice Minister. Alfredo 
Biondi, have also expended 
much energy in seeking to 
undermine the authority of the 
brave Milan magistrates who 
launched Italy'S dolce rhy- 
luzione. Last summer. Sig¬ 
nor Biondi proposed a decree 
law ending pre-trial detention 
for corruption suspects, but 
the Government abandoned 
the scheme in the ensuing 
public furore. 

Political life thereafter was 
dominated by a duel between 
Signor Berlusconi and Judge 
Antonio Di Pietro, the folk 
hero who launched the “Clean 
Hands" anti-graft crackdown, 
until the magistrate resigned, 
in mysterious circumstances, 
two weeks ago. 

The Prime Minister's battle 
with the judiciary has become 
a struggle for survival. The 
Government began to look 
ridiculous when Judge Di 
Pietro placed him under inves¬ 
tigation as the head of gov¬ 
ernment presided over a con¬ 
ference on organised crime. 
Signor Berlusconi then under¬ 
went lengthy interrogation by 
the Milan magistrates. He has 
sworn his inno¬ 
cence on the lives of 
his five children. 
But he stretched 
credibility by claim¬ 
ing he was un¬ 
aware of bribes 
paid by his brother 
Paolo to tax inspec¬ 
tors investigating 
Fininvest 
Then. last month, 
as the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's judicial woes 
the Government 
in local elec- 


worsened, 
was trounced 
tions. Now Signor Berlusconi 
has been abandoned by his 
uneasy ally, the vituperative 
Northern League leader Um¬ 
berto Bossi. who wants to form 
a broad-based government to¬ 
gether with the Democratic 
Party of the Left and the 
centrist Italian Popular Party. 


Yl 


three private television chan¬ 
nels. This meant he was all but 
overseeing all Italian broad¬ 
casting. On Monday Italians 
were alarmed when he abused 
this monopoly to broadcast an 


esteiday. Signor Berlu¬ 
sconi told Parliament 
that forming a new 
coalition without an early elec¬ 
tion would betray the constitu¬ 
tional principle of popular 
sovereignty. 

President Scalfaro is known 
to hope that a “presidential 
government” can be forged 
from across the political spec¬ 
trum to carry out the institu¬ 
tional reforms needed to 
complete Italy's transition to a 
Second Republic Signor 
Berlusconi, however, wants an 
immediate election that he and 
Signor Fmi may be able to win 
with an enhanced majority 
thanks to his unfettered tele¬ 
vision power and the growing 
popularity of the National 
Alliance leader. 

Italians should not be de¬ 
nied the right to judge Signor 
Berlusconi in a new' election. 
The Prime Minister deserves 
justice. Bur the videocrazia — 
his Big Brother-like control of 
what is beamed into Italian 
homes — must be curbed be¬ 
fore his record is put to the 
vote, if Italy is to remain a 
credible democracy. 



Too many promises 


G 


ood government depends 
on vigorous opposition; 
good opposition depends 
on vigorous government 
In recent weeks, the Conservatives 
have been so busy with their own 
problems — made worse by the 
Dudley defeat — that they have not 
been able to test the Labour Party. 
Yet some recent developments have 
been damaging to Labour, and one 
mqior aspect of Labour strategy is 
badly flawed. 

In international terms, the Lab¬ 
our Party is beginning to look 
very isolated. When he became 
leader, Tony Blair was understand¬ 
ably impressed by the Democrats in 
the Lfoited States. He had observed 
the success of Bill Clinton's presi¬ 
dential campaign, and adopted some 
of Clinton's arguments. The Demo¬ 
crats see the British Labour Party 
as their blood brothers, an associ¬ 
ation strengthened by the imprudent 
help given by British Tories to the 
Bush campaign. 

Now the overwhelming Republi¬ 
can victory in the mid-term elections 
has left Bill Clinton as a lame duck 
if not a dead one; he has lost control of 
both houses of Congress, and the 
Whitewater investigations and indict¬ 
ments are turning up evidence that 
could well force him to resign. Some 
Washington insiders think he will be 
gone by next July, though senior 
Republicans, such as Senator Robert 
Dole, would prefer a more leisurely 
process of disintegration, “twisting 
slowly, slowly in the wind" In either 
case, Bill Clinton has already turned 
from being a Labour asset to a big 
potential liability. 

Jacques Delors is planning to 
retire. He is the only continental 
European socialist of whom the 
British are conscious. His feder¬ 
alist policies destroyed Margaret 
Thatcher in 1990. and have split the 
Conservative Party. He seemed 10 be 
the only socialist candidate with a 
fair chance of being elected presi¬ 
dent of France next year — though I 
suspect even he might have been 
defeaied by France's right-wing polit¬ 
ical mood. If he had been elected, the 
1996 inter-governmental conference 
would have seen a Franco-German 
initiative which would have created 
new difficulties for John Major. By 
the end of 199?. Tony Blair could 
well be the only strong political 
leader of the Left in the larger 
European countries, and even he will 
still be in opposition. 


Labour has committed itself to a host 


of constitutional changes which would 
leave it precious little time to govern 


Tony Blair could do nothing to stop 
M Delors retiring. Yet the strategy he 
inherited from John Smith seems 
legalistic rather than popular. The 
Labour Pam’ has invested a large 
part of its political capital in constitu¬ 
tional issues which have little practi¬ 
cal appeal to the electorate, but which 
would take up most of the time of a 
future Labour parliament 
In the 1929 election, my mother 
attended her first political meeting 
in Britain. She was used to the 
more vigorous appeals of American 
politics, and was surprised, and 
more than a little bored, to hear 
the Conservative 
candidate address 
the people of the 
village of Teriiple 
Cloud in Somerset 
on the reform of 
the Upper Cham¬ 
ber. He lost the elec¬ 
tion. Reform of the 
House of Lords but¬ 
ters no parsnips, and it is the pro- 



Rees-Mogg 


significant fiscal powers, and powers 
to enact Scottish law. 

Wales: A Labour government will 
create a Welsh assembly. This assem¬ 
bly will have narrower powers than 
the Scottish parliament It will not 
have fiscal powers, nor will it be 
allowed to create a separate body of 
Welsh law. 

The House of Lords: A Labour 
government will remove the right of 
hereditary peers to vote in the House 
of Lords, leaving only the life peers 
with voting rights. Further reform of 
the House of Lords is- proposed as 
part of a more general reform of the 
' electoral system. 

These measures 
are all supposed to 
be enacted in the 
first year of the new 
parliament, subject 
to the size of 
the Labour majority 
and support from 
other parties. It is 


mise of buttered parsnips that wins 
elections. 

Under John Smith, the Labour 
Party fell into the hands of the 
lawyers, and I am not sure it has 
escaped them yet. Lawyers love 
proposals for constitutional reform, 
just as they love statutes, wigs. fees, 
amendments on third reading, writs 
of mandamus, interlocutory appeals 
and the case of the Dean of St Asaph. 
These are their toys, just as conkers, 
marbles and Power Rangers are the 
toys of little boys. But the public is not 
half as interested in these matters as 
the lawyers are. and is much more 
concerned about health, education, 
taxes, pensions, defence, police and 
the other practical issues. 

The exaggerated commitment of 
the Labour Party to so many simulta¬ 
neous constitutional reforms must be 
a weakness, if only because it 
distracts public attention from issues 
on which Labour is well ahead. When 
one puts the various proposals to¬ 
gether. one can see how ambitious 
the programme is. 

Scotland: A Labour government 
will create a Scottish parliament with 


expected that there would be broad 
Liberal support for these reforms in 
the event of a hung parliament 

Regional government Consulta¬ 
tive papers will shortly be published 
by the Labour Policy Commission on 
Democracy. The powers of regional 
assemblies would be similar to those 
of the Welsh assembly, and signifi¬ 
cantly less than those of the Scottish 
parliament They w-ould not have 
fiscal or law-making powers. 

London: A new strategic authority 
for London will be established at an 
early date. It would presumably have 
powers similar to those of the 
regional assemblies. 

Northern Ireland: Formally, Lab¬ 
our remains committed to “the unity 
of Ireland by consent". However, this 
has largely been superseded by the 
Anglo-Irish declaration and the peace 
process, to which the Labour Party is 
committed. “Consent" is now taken to 
require separate majorities in the 
North and South. 

Europe: The Labour Party is in 
favour of giving the European Parlia¬ 
ment greater powers to supervise the 
European Commission, but is not in 
favour of adding to the power of the 


parliament at the expense 
Council of Ministers. 

Electoral reform: A Labour gov¬ 
ernment would establish a commis¬ 
sion to consider and make 
recommendations on electoral re¬ 
form. The Labour Parly is in favour 
of a directly elected second cham ber 
to replace the chamber of life peers. 
This would be created in the first year 
of the new parliament There is 
considerable support for proportion¬ 
al representation for such a chamber. 

Referendtuns: The Labour Party is 
committed to a referendum on elec¬ 
toral reform, but not as yet on any 
other constitutional issue. If major 
European constitutional changes, in¬ 
cluding a single currency, emerge 
from die inter-governmental confer¬ 
ence of 1996. the Labour Party would 
support a referendum. In other areas’ 
reterendums are not excluded, but 
are improbable - - 

Bill of rights: The Labour Party is 
committed in principle to a bill of 
rights. However, this would be taken 
in two stages. The first stage would be 
to incorporate the European Conven¬ 
tion on Human Rights into British 
law. The second stage would be to 
revise the result of this enactment 
and add provisions to fill any gaps. 

The monarchy: Labour is commit¬ 
ted to restricting the use of the royal 
prerogative. However, as these pow¬ 
ers are all exercised by the govern¬ 
ment and not by the monarch, this 
would be a reduction in practice of 
the powers of the Prime Minister, not 
of the Queen, The polity commission 
on democracy is considering propos¬ 
als to slim down the monarchy, 
according to a Scandinavian model. 
These have the support of Jack Straw, 
who jointly chairs the commission, 
but are not yet party policy. 

So here are 11 areas of constitution¬ 
al reform, each of which is open to 
endless debate, at a general election, 
in Parliament, in the courts. Some of 
the reforms would be popular, some 
not, but all will tend to distract 
attention from the Labour Party’s 
other policies, which matter far more 
to the public. They could also give 
Labour a cranky image. There are 
certainly too many proposals: not just 
a Pandora's box. but il Pandora’s 
boxes, each with its own booby-trap 
inside. Worst of all. these proposals 
would take up almost all the time of 
the next parliament, if Labour were 
elected, in hair-splitting arguments 
which would delight the lawyers, 
bore the public, and split the party. 


Shop talk 


LORD ROMSEY. Prince Charles's 
cousin and close friend, will repair 
for Christmas to Broadlands to lick 
his wounds. After a decade of 
trench warfare with local shop¬ 
keepers. he has lost a campaign to 
build a Tesco superstore on his 
Hampshire estate. 

Ramsey first outlined his plans 
for the store in 19S5. He has since 
put forward two detailed proposals 
to local planners, only to have 
them rejected. This week the 
Environment Secretary. John 
Cummer, dismissed an appeal 
against the planners’ most recent 
derision, and local shopowners 
now believe Ramsey has finally 
conceded defeat. 

The financial consequences for 
Romscy are serious. Tesco would 
have paid him £2 million to build 
the superstore on his land, cash he 
claims he needs for repairs to the 
estate, which costs £500.000 a year 
to maintain. He recently sold £2.6 
million of family heirlooms. 

An estate office spokesman says 
that Romsey has no comment 
make on the derision. However, 
members of the Romsey Chamber 
of Commerce arc delighted. “We 
weren't expecting a decision before 
Christmas, so it is the best present 
nur members could have hoped 


for." says Gail Foster. "The store 
would have been on the edge of the 
town and sucked away the trade 
from the centre. I am sure Lord 
Romsey has other options." 


Blessed Mop 


JOHN MAJOR entertained lobby 
journalists to drinks in Downing 
Street cm Tuesday night. His pre¬ 
decessor as Prime Minister, mean¬ 
while, hosted a far jollier affair for 
100 friends at her CHesham Place 


offices. Messrs Aitken. Portillo and 
Lilley were only to be expected, bur 
a surprising guest at Thatcher's 
bash was Major's Chief Whip. 
Richard Ryder. It was of course Ry¬ 
der who took the government whip 
away from rebellious MPs this 
month. He nevertheless lived it up 
among the Euro-sceptics on That¬ 
cher's night, and went so far as to 
invite many to visiT him in the new 
year to discuss their differences. 

The event was so enjoyed by the 
baroness that her husband snug¬ 
gled to drag her away. “Come oh 
MOP! We really must go," he ex¬ 
claimed repeatedly. I am told that 
the acronym stands for “mother of 
the people". 



skimmed milk" and "a big heap of 
cabbage". I am assured that Bot- 
tomley has received a card too. She 
would do well to heed the advice it 
contains, as she recently admitted 
to roasting a turkey with plastic- 
covered giblets inside. 


Coining it 


look! |Tf ABSENT FATHER 



9 Plumbers may nor be able to 
meet their deadlines, but journal¬ 
ists do. The insurance newspaper 
Lloyd's List produced a colourful 
supplement yesterday lauding the 
success of the QE?s ‘refit. 


was his usual monosyllabic self 
when pressed on his interest in the 
property, which is available for 
lease at £950.000 a year. “The key 
point.” he said, “is to make sure 
that my limos can be housed." 


Cheerless 


Beefed up 

PICCADILLY was ablaze with 
rumours yesterday of another Hol- 
lywood-style hamburger bar. The 
muscle-bound filmstar Arnold 
Schwarzenegger was spotted putt¬ 
ing his head around the door of 
the former Conservative Club in 
St James’s Street. Schwarzenegger, 
who is behind one Piccadilly fast 
food outlet — Planet Hollywood — 


VIRGINIA BOTTOM LEY'S fru¬ 
gal regimen for the nation’s caring 
habits has been taken to heart 
by officials at the Department 
of Health. They have sent out a 
Christmas card extolling the vir¬ 
tues of under-indulgence. 

Taking recipients through the 
suitable menus for the 12 days 
of Christmas, the card suggests 
"three spuds the size of an egg" on 
the first day, “two slices lean meat" 
on the second day and "steamed 
white fish” on the third. 

These arc followed variously by 
"no bloody chips”, "one glass of 


LLOYD’S losses may have set him 
back a little, but things are looking 
up for Michael Colvin. Tory MP 
for Romsey and Waterside. A trea¬ 
sure hunter has unearthed a hoard 
of Celtic coins on Colvin's land at 
Tangiey, on the Hampshire/Wilt¬ 
shire border. 

The % coins, dating from be¬ 
tween 75 and 50 BG have been val¬ 
ued at £10,000 and declared trea¬ 
sure trove by the the Wiltshire 
Coroner. David Masters. Colvin 
qualifies for half the cash. 



The Right 



defeat 

Julian Critdilcy 


on the upstart 
Tory rebels : 


of the 


M embers of Parliament im 
the Conservative . Right, 
whether they take tbeTbiy- 
whip or not, seem deterpiiniad to rti&‘ 
John Major's boat until it sinks: 
Clamour for a referendum has even r 
reached the Cabinet. "Mother ’Kris 
sa” Gorman, who has mthersdfnj,. 
the role of La Pasianariaof ifteRight, 
is to introduce a private members 
BA! in favour of a-referendum; while 
Lord McAlpine. courtier, antiques 
dealer and jobbing builder. : has 
described Jeremy Hanley, the party's. 
new chairman as "a pantaloon^ and 
“totally useless”: an opinion ex¬ 
pressed while en route to Venice, 
where he is to spend the season of 
goodwill with Lady. Thatcher. What 
nas got into us? - 
Our televisions - are overflowing 
with Tory MPS to whomnotso tong 
ago few would have given fifetimepf 
day. Bill Cash, Toriy Marlow, James 
Cran, Christopher Gill andihe Win- : 
tertons, all of whom we see cheerfully 
stirring the pot of disaffection. Does 
the Conservative Right want to lose 
the- next election so as to be aide to 
claim “itold you so” from the seats 
below the gangway bn. the Opposi¬ 
tion benches? It sounds like it 
David Maxwell Fyfe once daimed 
that loyalty was the party's' secret 
weapon- How wrong he was. When I 
was first elected, Harold Macmillan 
was the target of the disaffected, who 
were led by Henry Kerby, Enoch 
Powell and Nigel Birch. “The fellah 
pink.” I was told at lunch and din ner. 
“Boothby's got his wife and Attlee 
said that he would, one day, lead the 
Labour JRarfy...——> 


M 


acmillan had. seemly 
asked the intelligence com¬ 
munity, early in 1960, for a 
paper about Britain's relations with 
friend and foe ten years hence. He 
never circulated the document, but its 
conclusions prompted him to take his 
Government out of Africa and into 
Europe. He was obliged to preside, as 
were his successors, over a period of 
national decline. 

TCd Heath took us into the EEC, 
but was ditched by the party's Right 
(could we really have taken Edward 
dir Carat seriously?),- then Keith 
Josephbecame thenew Messiah fix' a 
moment at teaStffarrtil he made a daft 
[■'speech blaming woridngJdass moth- 
: . ers for bearing stupid kids), only to be 
succeeded by Margaret Thatcher: 
She retained the loyalty of the bulk of 
the party for ten years, until defenes¬ 
trated by a coalition'crf Tories. She 
was brought down by her arrogance 
and her views. 

Faced with a choice between Mich¬ 
ael Heseltine and Douglas Hurd, the 
Thatcherite Right invented John Ma¬ 
jor, though he was on record as 
saying that his favourite Toiy was 
Iain Macleod. Since the 1992 election 
victory (which under Margaret we 
would not have had), the hard Right 
has become increasingly disenchant¬ 
ed with Major, while unable to find a 
leader itself. 

Michael Portillo, Peter Lilley, John 
Redwood, and most important of all 
Jonathan Aitken are lodged into the 
Cabinet, and backbench right¬ 
wingers are consequently running 
around in circles like headless chick¬ 
ens. Sir George Gardiner, the chair¬ 
man of the 1992 Committee, is one of 
nature's conspirators, and looks the 
part, which could account for his lack 
of success. Sir Marcus Fox has been 
brought to heel, while newcomers, 
like Alan Duncan and Bernard 
Jenkin as yet have no real weight 


Ai 


Chicken makes the Grade 


Plain cooking 


CIGAR IN HAND. Lord Grade 
brushed aside spice-filled dishes ar 
supper the other night The fact 
that he was sitting in an Indian res¬ 
taurant in Mayfair, and that he 
was enjoying a dinner to celebrate 
its opening, was immaterial. 

“No spices, thank you." he ad¬ 
vised his waiter at the Tamarind, 
an upmarket establishment where 
designer saris and terracotta-col¬ 


oured walls have taken over from 
nock wallpaper. "I have earen in all 
four comers of the world, and I al¬ 
ways have plain grilled chicken. 
There's no reason to change that 
habit now." 

While fellow guests such as 
Ghislaine Maxwell, Dave Allen 
and Terry O'Neil! tucked into siz¬ 
zling spices, the entertainments 
mogul would havine none of it 
"No salad or vegetables," he said' 
“Just plum grilled chicken." 


referendum on Europe is the 
antis' latest wheeze, and 1 trust 
Mr Major will not fall for so 
foolishly self-defeating an exercise: 
Wilson held a referendum because he 
was certain of winning. That should 
not be permitted to set a precedent. A 
common currency is not a “constitu¬ 
tional matter", and we are not a 
plebiscitary democracy of the kind 
favoured by Hitler and Mussolini. 
We will hear less of re fere odums once 
the Government regains its popular: 
tty. The next election should follow 
upon the European negotiations of 
1996. and the electorate will have the 
chance to vote for or against its 
proposals in the normal manner. 

I have always found the Tory Right 
to be more unscrupulous than the 
party's ft. By “Right" I mean the 
hard Right, which has little or 
nothing in common with the tradi¬ 
tional knights of the shire, for whom 
party loyalty has always been of 
paramount importance. Most of 
them are politically unemployable, 
and they tend to ally themselves with 
discharged Cabinet ministers like 
Norman Lament, whose grievances 
they exploit as if they were their own. 
in tunes of trouble, the media latch 
on to them, so that their faces become 
as their arguments. ' 

The Tory party responds to leader¬ 
ship. and for leadership it looks 
towards the Prime Minister. John 

fW 0I f S v- sty e is a v * v,d contrast to 
P red 1 eces sor. Many of the 
fr.WK nes that he has inherited stem 
ST, , her -^ J riod of offi ce- He was- 
nght t° withdraw the whip from the 
netanous nine, whatever the cost to 
to ^ al he must not do is 

nf iSwL them off with promises 
ot referendums. That would be the 

Stot the °] leade r ship< and * sign* 1 
day u of his Government 
could be numbered. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


BERLUSCONI AT BAY 

Italy’s politicians have again betrayed the voters 


Italy’s 53rd postwar Government is ending 
with an exceptionally vivid and public 
deathbed drama. Silvio Berlusconi, the 
embattled Prime Minister, is in no mood to 
bow to men in grey suits. Demanding fresh 
elections should the Government be de¬ 
feated, he vowed yesterday to sit out a 
televised parliamentary no-confidence de¬ 
bate which could drag on until tomorrow, 
before deciding whether to resign. 

The spectacle will not be edifying. Um¬ 
berto Bos si who sounded the governing 
coalition’s death-knell when he decided to 
puli out, has set the tone, denouncing the 
members of his Northern League party who 
refuse to vote with the Opposition as 
“opportunistic pigs and lice”. Italy is back to 
the rancid politicking which Signor Berlus¬ 
coni was elected only last March to end. 

For this shipwreck of the voters’ hopes. 
Signor Berlusconi is himself largely respon¬ 
sible. His ideas were not just a brilliant 
packaging of empty slogans: Form. Italia’s 
pledge to reinvent the corporatist Italian 
State, clean out its bureaucracy and over¬ 
haul its chaotic public finances struck the 
right note for Italy. But it was always going 
to be difficult to forge an effective team from 
the political neophytes in his uneasy 
coalition. His personal authority was all- 
important. Not only does he not Mem to 
have understood that success required his 
integrity to be beyond question: he rapidly 
■ turned on the judicial forces who should 
have been his allies in the task of renewal. 

Innocent or guilty, the Prime Minister has 
become tangled in the webs of Italy's corrupt 
past he was pledged to break. His humiliat¬ 
ing seven-hour grilling earlier this month by 
Milan’s “clean hands” team of magistrates 
would have been damaging in any circum¬ 
stances. But his earlier failures of judgment, 
both personal and political, had already 
placed him in the dock of public opinion. 

First he failed to put a convincing 
distance between himself and his Fininvest 
business empire. This was an elementary 


and indispensable step. Even without the 
judicial investigations into its affairs, it was 
imperative to dear suspicions that he would 
use his office to the benefit of the three 
commercial television stations he owned or 
vice versa. When, in addition, he placed his 
supporters in charge of the state-owned 
channels, this lent credence to charges that 
he viewed the State itself as company prop¬ 
erty. To these media channels he resorted on 
Monday, appealing to Italians to take to the 
streets in protest should he lose in par¬ 
liament The more embattled he has become, 
the less of a democrat he has seemed. 

Nothing but this Government's demise is 
now certain. President Scalfaro, who as¬ 
sumes the role of constitutional referee in the 

£ )litical scrum that will follow, is at 
ggerheads with the Prime Minister over ' 
the question of whether to call fresh l 
elections, as indeed he is over every 
important issue of state policy. Signor 
Berlusconi argues, with some justification, 
that a marriage of convenience between the 
Northern League and the parties of the 
centre and Left, which lost heavily in last 
March's elections, would be a betrayal of the 
voters’ dearly delivered mandate to the 
political Right 

Against that President Scalfaro must set 
the damage that three months of continued 
political uncertainty would inflict should 
elections be called. By taking to the streets 
this autumn and forcing the deferral of 
welfare reforms. Italy’s unions have ensured 
that the country's public finances are in no 
state to stand prolonged strain. It may be too 
soon to see in this crisis, as La Stampa did 
this week, “the breaking point where the 
confused state of democracy could precip¬ 
itate a collapse of the entire system”. Italy is 
in many ways transformed. The magistrates 
have stripped much of the old corruption out 
of the “system”. Politically, the country has 
been here before and muddled through. But 
the real betrayal of Italy’s voters is. precisely, 
that it has been here before. 


A PEOPLE’S FOREIGN POLICY 

The Foreign Office door is inching open 


As we report today, Douglas Hurd, the 
Foreign Secretary, wants to let a chink of 
light into the formation of foreign policy. He 
is busy drawing up policy- papers on 
Britain’s place in-the post-Cold War world, 
and next spring, he will put thetrt to the test 
at a one-day conference m London. For a 
Government that seems incapable of lifting 
its eyes beyond the next parliamentary vote, 
it is refreshing to see one politician raising 
his gaze to the horizon. 

The prospect of retirement of course, does 
wonders for a Cabinet minister's perspec¬ 
tive. Mr Hurd has spent five years as 
Foreign Secretary and would like to leave a 
legacy, both to history and to his successor. 
He will doubtless want to be remembered as 
the man who helped to arrest Britain’s 
decline and who managed the transition 
from the certainties of the Cold War to the 
more fluid world of the peace.. 

The Foreign Secretary seems to have an 
optimistic vision for Britain.. He sees 
opportunities for this country to exploit both 
its language and its military expertise 
abroad- The conference in late February will 
be a joint effort with Chatham House, but it 
will also include the British Council, the 
BBC World Service and the Armed Sendees. 
The intention is to show that the Foreign 
Office is not alone in selling Britain’s merits 
and services in other countries. The FCO 
claims to be pressed for cash; yet taxpayers 
constantly question whether diplomats need 
to live in quite such a grand style. The 
conference will be seeking to persuade both 
the Treasury and ordinary people that the 
money it spends is for a good cause — and 
that more cash would be gratefully received 
and well used. 


The most interesting aspect of the con¬ 
ference, though, is that it is happening at all 
Foreign polity used to be made by a small 
diplomatic coterie and articulated by the 
Foreign Secretary. Occasionally - Cabinet 
colleagues, and of course the Prime Min¬ 
ister, could adjust it, but outsiders could do 
little more than complain. This gathering 
will be an opportunity for businessmen, 
academics, journalists and Opposition MPs 
to influence debate at a formative stage; a 
welcome move in the direction of openness. 

It is perhaps no coincidence, then, that Mr 
Hurd is one of the Cabinet’S strongest 
supporters of a referendum on Europe. He 
has been in politics long enough to recognise 
the stirrings that were occasioned by 
Maastricht. He has seen how disillusioned 
voters have become with their politicians, 
and how much better informed they are 
about what used to be thought arcane 
questions suitable only for mandarins. He 
realises that the notion that a single currency 
could be introduced in this country without 
public consent is now untiunkable. 

There are still ministers in the Cabinet 
who believe that monetary union or further 
European integration could be pushed 
through the Commons without a referen¬ 
dum. But they are increasingly outnum¬ 
bered. The Prime Minister's instinct is to 
offer a referendum and he is backed by the ' 
majority of his colleagues. He is opposed, i 
however, by two of the most powerful men in , 
the Cabinet: Kenneth Clarice and Michael | 
Heseftme. This decision could prove a true 1 
test of leadership. If a Prime Minister cannot 
overrule two of his colleagues when they are 
in a minority, then he cannot be said to have 
authority over his Cabinet 


THE MODERN CINDERELLA 

An Atlantic cruise is no fairy-tale 


rot to be invited to the ball is an old griefr 
le theme has supplied the plot for fairy- 
iles and opera, film and pantomime for • 
mturies. But even moire '.vexing than the 
station of not'receavirig an invitation is the • 
t-down of getting, dressed up in one’s 
allgown and then jilted at the last minute. 
Poor Cinderella never expected an invite- 
on: so she never complained But _affer her: 
iry go dmo ther had transformed her 
cpectatians, and then her rags, into a 
ittering ballgown (with tiara in the best 
reductions). If her rallike coachman had 
st his way to the palace and droppedher in 
ie mud to hitch-hikejborae, even Omiderel- 
,’s gentle nature might have been pro- 
iked She could reasonably have revised 
e script by saying something unlacfylike. 

So pity Professor Christine Hall who has 

st been dumped in the sludge. Compared 

Ith the normal sweep of Cinderdlas. 
rofessor Hall is a self-confident modem 
oman. She is the American law professor ; 
ho" won a $9,000 ticket for a cruise on the 
E? in the grand draw at the ..Fort 
inderdaJe Opera Ball. Accradmg^jshe 
ait out and bought extravagant baUgowns 
r wear on the cruise. And now she finds 
at a shell suit would be moreFachcalcm 
is voyage away from fairyland- 
ar thegowns for ftarof tean ngfoe man 

e iagged edges left by tte workmm_ae 

nnrrt even put on her dan™g st®P^ 
cause her carpet is soaking ankle-deep. 


And whenever she flushes the lavatory, the 
fountains that fly up are aimed at the Ugly 
Sisters in only the coarsest pantomimes. 

Professor Hall, who needs no fairy 
godmother to wave a wand over her rights 
and interests, is organising fellow. pas¬ 
sengers to launch a joint action. “In America 
you can sue for anything,” she declares with 
a more aggressive line than is usually given 
to Cmderella. And she is making up for her 
disappointment by the glamorous studio 
portraits of her in her evening finery which 
we published yesterday. 

Even the name of ballgown has become as 
exclusive as cruises were once puffed to be 
bythe brochures. Gowns may still be worn 
at Commemoration and May balls at the 
older universities, with wraps for the 
shoulders and ball programmes out of Jane 
Austen as accessories. They are still fashion¬ 
able at the Highland- balls, as much for 
underskirt heating as for display, and at the 
grander English hunt balls. For all other 
dancing purposes, a short evening dress 
does, and a ballgown has become as exotic a. 

costume as white tie and tails for men. 

To be robbed of such a glass slipper and 
the rest of the romance, as the overture 
strikes'up and the ship sails must be a 
wicked disappointment No old-fashioned 
fairy-tele would dream of having such an 
ending. But the story of Professor Hall’s 
ballgown is a moral tale for the modem 
world Cinderella can stick up for herself. 


Mood of hope in 
Northern Ireland 

From the Duke qfAbercom 

Sir, As Northern Ireland prepares for 
Christmas, the mood in die Province 
is very different to the past 25 years. It 
is one of real hope, optimism and 
emerging confidence that die peace 
process, however tenuous — it might 
I be described as stiU in the intensive 
care stage — could indeed be estab¬ 
lished on a permanent basis in 1995. 

I firmly believe that there are two 
key factors that have achieved this sit¬ 
uation. 

Firstly, the remarkable resilience of 
the Northern Ireland people, regard¬ 
less of cultural background, who have 
withstood 25 years of the cruellest vio¬ 
lence imaginable, protected by the 
most dedicated and professional of 
security forces in the world. 

Secondly, Northern Ireland is ex¬ 
tremely fortunate in the Prime Min¬ 
ister, who has the dear confidence of 
the great majority in the Province reg¬ 
ardless of political persuasion, in ms 
focused determination to ensure that 
peace will be pennanent 
Moreoever, he has demonstrated 
time and again remarkable percep¬ 
tion and sensitivity, combined wife 
real leadership and energy, to this 
challenge. For the peace process can¬ 
not be rushed, but must proceed on a 
gradual and conditional basis. 

The significant success of the Inter¬ 
national Investment Forum held in 
Belfast last week, initiated and chair¬ 
ed by the Prime Minister (feature. 
December 12; reports, December 14, 
15), demonstrated to the business com¬ 
munity, and indeed the unemployed, 
that Northern Ireland is no longer iso¬ 
lated from the prospects of attracting 
new investment, thus employment, 
from the outside world which would 
indeed assist the peace process im¬ 
measurably. 

Therefore, your readers should be 
aware that there is indeed a part of the 
United Kingdom, which has suffered 
for so long, where the people across 
the so-called political divide are deep¬ 
ly appreciative of the endeavours and 
real concern of the Prime Minister. 

Yours faithfully, 

ABERCORN. 

Barons Court, Omagh, Co Tyrone. 
December 19. 


I Tory unity 

From MrJ. M. Reid 

Sir, Your leader of today on the Wood- 
code report on prisons — The scale of 
mismanagement uncovered ... was 
too extensive and too profound to be a 
matter of mere ‘indiscipline’ at lower 
levels" — applies equally well to the 
performance of the Government in al¬ 
most every department 
John Major and his ministers do 
not accept this, or that they are cul¬ 
pably out of touch with their Conser¬ 
vative constituents. Therefore a crush¬ 
ing electoral defeat is waiting to hap¬ 
pen. 

Yours truly. 

J. M. REID. 

7 Bradboume Street, SW6. 

December 20. 

From Mr Stephen Garvin 

Sir. The letter today from Mr Patrick 
Cormack, MP. about the loss of the 
Conservative seat at Dudley exudes 
defeatism. It is a near-perfect example 
of foe attitude of mind which, if it 
prevails, will lead to Conservative 
defeat at the general election when it 
comes. The Conservative Party does 
not want to return to ButskeUism. It 
needs leadership. 

When it gets it it does not like it but 
had it not been for Disraeli. Churchill 
and Thatcher it would have disap¬ 
peared by now. Voters want throe 
who solicit their votes to talk of reali¬ 
ties. Mr Cormack's soft “middle 
ground" is the path to electoral extinc¬ 
tion. 

Yours faithfully. 

STEPHEN GARVIN. 

Littie Bridddiurst 

Stonegate, Wadhurst East Sussex. 

December 20- 

From Mr Christopher W. Clayton 

Sir, Mr T. M- Harrington criticises 
the rebel Tory MPs because “they 
were elected by voters who wanted a 
Conservative Gove rn me n t*' (letter, 
December 17). 

Many voters supported Conser¬ 
vative candidates because John Major 
assured them that he had no plans to 
extend the scope of VAT. To my mind 
it is the rebels on foe domestic fried 
vote, not the whipped lobby fodder, 
who are upholding the basis on which 
they wore elected. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER W. CLAYTON. 
Orchard Cottage, Brown Heath Road, 
Waverton. Chester. 

December 17. 

From Mr William A. Croft 

Sir, You report (December 20) an in¬ 
junction from Deng Xiaoping which 
indicates that the Chinese have, in ef¬ 
fect. seen, the wisdom of theThoughts 
of John Major: 

If a party allows its members to air opin¬ 
ions freely and act as they wish, it Is of 
course impossible for the party to achieve 
unity in thinking, to have fighting capabili¬ 
ties. and to smoothly cany oat its tasks. 

Yet this proved beyond understand¬ 
ing to some of the voters in Dudley. 

Yours, 

WILLIAM A. CROFT, 

6 Butterworth Gardens, 

Woodford Green. Essex. 

December 20. 
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Racial discrimination in Britain 


From Ms Pat White and 
the Reverend David Haslam 

Sir. Both your leading article and re¬ 
port of December 12 on the visit of the 
UN Human Rights Commission spe¬ 
cial rapporteur on racial discrimina¬ 
tion. Mr Maurice Glegle-Ahanhanzo, 
were tendentious and misleading. 

The United Nations has been 
working on the elimination of racial 
discrimination for many years; there 
is an international convention can the 
subject which Britain has signed. It 
has to be monitored, why should we 
be exempt? 

Discussions among those working 
on race issues at international level in 
the Churches have pointed to the need 
to challenge the racism that is both in¬ 
creasing within and spreading from 
the countries of Western Europe. 

This reveals itself in various forms, 
including the kind of racist attacks 
you mention, the attitude to and treat¬ 
ment of those who are seeking refuge 
and asylum from conflict, and our in¬ 
volvement in an international finan¬ 
cial system that continues hugely to 
benefit the (white) rich over the (black) 
poor. 

You claim that “even human rights 
campaigners and black pressure 
groups are deeply sceptical” and 
“split" about the UN visit However 
the first three critical quotations in 
your report all come front Conserva¬ 
tive MPs, ,at least two of them not 
known as “equal rights campaign¬ 
ers". 

Your report also quotes three blade 
spokespersons. One, Claude Moraes. 
of the Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants, is in favour of the UN 
visit The second, Makbool Javaid, of 
the Society of Black Lawyers, is not 
against it but doubts the willingness 
of the UK Government to respond to a 
UN report BiD Morris of the TGWU 
believes the UN is not needed to tell 
blade people what they already know. 

We believe that the rapporteur is 
coming to listen to black people rather 
than tell them, but in any case all this 
hardly mounts up to foe “deep scepti¬ 
cism” you allege. We favour foe visit 
because it offers an objective assess¬ 
ment of Britain’s performance in rela¬ 


tion to the convention. 

Visit or no visit we are all agreed on 
foe need for a Government much 
more sensitive to the views of black 
people to bring about the necessary 
change. 

Yours si ncere ly. 

PAT WHITE (Deputy Moderator). 
DAVID HASLAM (Secretary). 
Churches Commission for 
Racial Justice, 

Inter-Church House, 

35-41 Lower Marsh, SE1. 

December 15. 

From Mr David Wardrop 

Sir. You deserve full marks for notify¬ 
ing your readers that 1995 will, inter 
alia, mark foe UN Year for Tolerance. 
What a shame, though, that in so do¬ 
ing, you betray some of foe classic 
symptoms of xenophobia in fulminat¬ 
ing against foe regrettable disregard 
for diplomatic niceties shown by the 
UN’s rapporteur (your term “special 
investigator" is surely over foe top). 

1 hope this will not be your last 
word on such an important issue. A 
□umber of organisations are currently 
planning to form a broad-based UK 
committee which will co-ordinate a 
range of activities marking the UN 
Year for Tolerance. 

There are many opportunities for 
improvement within our society. The 
committee will work with those con¬ 
fronting intolerance relating to sex. 
disability, age, belief, sexual pref¬ 
erence and race. The press, both nat¬ 
ional and local, can play an important 
role in this work. 

So. noting that 1995 has also been 
designated European Year against 
Xenophobia, Racism and Intolerance 
by the Council of Europe, why don't 
we let foe UN rapporteur get on with 
his work and not get too fussed about 
it? 

We have work of our own to do too. 

Yours sincerely. 

DAVID WARDROP 
(Chairman). 

London Regional Council. 

United Nations Association, 

23 New Quebec Street, Wl. 

December 11 


Public assets and private patients 


From the Chief Executive of the 
Independent Healthcare Association 

Sir, Margot Norman’s article. "Are 
private hospitals doomed?” (Decem¬ 
ber 16), was highly biased. Your read¬ 
ers are entitled to know, as back¬ 
ground, what foe author did not de¬ 
clare, that she is married to foe chair¬ 
man of the Chelsea and Westminster 
Healthcare NHS Trust 

Norman ignored the real point of 
the Independent Healthcare Associ¬ 
ations press release. The decision to 
create private beds at the Chelsea and 
Westminster is fundamentally flawed, 
both in economic terms and in terms 
of public accountability for the use of 
public assets for private patient faci¬ 
lities. 

This association’s evidence to the 
Department of Health demonstrated 
that the Chelsea and Westminster’s 
new “private unit” is not economically 
viable and to survive will be sub¬ 
sidised by public funds. The local and 
wider NHS community will also be 
denied the use of modem NHS faci¬ 
lities which were funded to satisfy' 
NHS patient-care demands. The Pub¬ 
lic Accounts Committee themselves 
stated that 300 NHS capital projects 
(including 24 major ones) were can- 


Threat to listed house 

From the Chairman of the Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings 

Sir, We wish to argue a stay of execu¬ 
tion for a medieval house in Caernar¬ 
von which faces imminent demolition. 

On December 7 the Secretary of 
State for Wales gave consent for the 
demolition of the house, in Palace 
Sum, which is grade II listed and, 
more importantly, lies within a 
Unesco World Heritage Site. This 
society and many others objected to 
the original listed building applica¬ 
tion for demolition, but our views 
have been ignored. 

The justification given by the Welsh 
Secretary is the very poor structural 
condition of the building. This is un¬ 
deniable, but whether total demolition 
is the onfy option is an area for debate. 
We were led to bdieve that a public in¬ 
quiry was inevitable, where the tech¬ 
nical arguments could be discussed. 
We are amazed that foe Secretary of 


Key to sporting success 

From Professor Emeritus John 
Radford 

Sir. Mr Iain Sproat. the Sports Minis¬ 
ter. is going to Australia to discover 
the secret of success at cricket [report, 
December 13). 

I could have saved him the trouble, 
and taxpayers a certain amount of 
money. There is abundant research 
evidence on the conditions for ex¬ 
cellence in sport, and other fields. 

The main factors -indude the gen¬ 
eral encouragement of an area, care 


Wifo the postal delays that often 
occur at this time of year, it is useful, 
where possible, for letters that are 
intended for publicaiion to be faxed 
to 071*782 5046. Please give contact 
telephone numbers. 


celled to finance the development 
overspend of the Chelsea and West¬ 
minster. 

It was made dear that the proposal 
to open the new unit also failed to 
demonstrate the demand for private 
patient facilities and did not take into 
account the existing supply of London 
private beds, other in NHS or inde¬ 
pendent hospitals. 

Furthermore, the project proposal 
failed to explain how the Treasury re¬ 
quirement of a return of at least 8 per 
cent return on capital employed 
would be achieved on the millions of 
pounds of public money involved. 

Our association represents the 
majority of the UK's important in¬ 
dependent healthcare providers. Far 
from being “doomed". Britain’s gen¬ 
uine independent sector makes a mas¬ 
sive contribution to the health of the 
nation. Without it. Government ex¬ 
penditure on foe NHS would have to 
increase by at least 20 per cent; it must 
be remembered that 450,000 people 
work in the independent sector. 

Yours sincerely, 

BARRY HASSELL, Chief Executive, 
Independent Healthcare Association, 
22 Little Russell Street. WC1. 
December 21. 


State has so little regard for the World 
Heritage Site that he fett able to make 
this decision without an inquiry. 

A World Heritage designation has 
no formal position in British planning 
law. But under the World Heritage 
Convention which the Government 
signed in 1984 it undertook to afford 
the area the best possible protection, 
because the Caernarvon rite is consid¬ 
ered of world importance. The Secre¬ 
tary of State does not seem to think so. 

Two years ago we joined an inter¬ 
national campaign protesting at the 
proposed demolition of medieval 
houses in the World Heritage Site of 
Lubeck in Germany. little did we 
think that we would have to face a 
similar case at borne. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN SELL 
Chairman. 

Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings. 

37 Spital Square. El. 

December 20. 


fill selection of promising individuals, 
effective rewards, skilled coaching, 
preferably on a one-to-one basis, and 
above, all carefully planned and per¬ 
sistent practice over a lengthy period, 
normally at least five tp tea years. 

Detailed research shows exactly 
how and why these factors work — 
they lie behind the success of every in¬ 
dividual champion and every great 
team. 

As so often, the knowledge we have. 
It is the application that is lacking. 

Yours faithfrilly. 

JOHN RADFORD, 

University of East London. 
Department of Psychology. 

Romford Road, E15. 

December 14. 
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All ballgowns 
and ballcocks 

From the Chief Executive of The 
Institute of Plumbing 

Sir. Alan Coren, in his article today on 
the QE2 debacle, strikes a nostalgic 
chord: his Dad sounds like my late 
father who, with my unde, ran Watts 
Bros. Plumbers. Hot Water Fitters, 
Sanitary Engineers, Chard, Somerset 
up to the late 1960s. 

Society around the world, as Mr 
Coren rightly says, fails to appreciate 
the scope and complexity of plumbing 
and. consequently, of foe work of the 
plumber, plumbing engineer, consul¬ 
tant or lecturer. A Times editorial in 
1991, for instance, declared foal “A 
. plumber was once a top craftsman, a 
man who possessed secrets beyond 
foe comprehension of other mortals 
... Much modem plumbing requires 
little skill, as is apparent from the 
shelves of DIY supermarkets.” 

That was and is a total misconcep¬ 
tion. The technical and regulatory 
knowledge necessary today for com¬ 
petent plumbing design and installa¬ 
tion — whether for domestic property, 
commercial or public buildings or 
ocean-going liners — has increased 
immensely in the past 50 years. 

We are a proud breed, who have be¬ 
come accustomed to abuse since Rom¬ 
an times. We sleep well, however, in 
the knowledge that as long as people 
inhabit the earth and sail on the high 
seas, they will always need plumbers. 

Yours sincerely, 

ANDY WATTS, 

Chief Executive, 

The Institute of Plumbing. 

64 Station Lane, Hornchurch, Essex. 
December 21. 

From Commander W. J. Alcock. 

RN (retd) 

Sir. Jt is astonishing that Cunard 
should not have programmed their re¬ 
fit of the QE2 with more foresight 
This lamentable episode does not 
reflect so much upon the workforce as 
on senior management whose assess¬ 
ment of the time required appears to 
have been wholly unrealistic 
Their decision to send foe ship to 
sea with passengers in predictably 
foul Atlantic winter weather with 
craftsmen still at work seems to have 
been even more unrealistic. How can 
a workforce operate efficiently on a 
heaving ship cut off from their own 
“logistic support"? 

Yours faithfrilly, 

WILLIAM ALCOCK. 

St Andrew, Midhurst Road. 
Haslemere. Surrey. 

December 21. 

From Ms Elisabeth Mason 

Sir, It would appear from the space 
devoted in your report today to Profes¬ 
sor Christine Hall's comments on 
ballgowns that she is more concerned 
with this aspect of her cruise than any 
other. Really? Were foe gentlemen 
passengers mentioned in foe article 
similarly questioned regarding then- 
evening wear? And why was it neces¬ 
sary to inform us of the professor's 
marital status, but not that of the male 
passengers? 

Yours faithfully. 

ELIZABETH MASON, 

8 Alton Drive, 

Lexden, Colchester, Essex. 

December 21. 

FVt>m Mrs Joan Softer 

Sir. Renovations on our bathroom 
started in 1993, three weeks before 
Christmas. J had my first shower in 
July 1994 and the floor has yet to be 
laid. 

I offer Cunard, and all who hope to 
sail with them, my heartfelt sym¬ 
pathies. 

Yours truly, 

JOAN SALTER. 

64 Church Crescent, NIQ. 


Christmas shopping 

From Mrs Joanne Foster 

Sir, With foe bleating of so many shop 
keepers and others concerning the 
public’s apparently parsimonious ap¬ 
proach to spending this Christmas 
(report and leading article, December 
19). have they stopped to consider that 
many people are heartily sick of 
having the consumer face of Christ¬ 
mas rammed down their throats from 
September onwards (I have even seen 
Christmas cards on sale at the end of 
August). 

I suggest that retailers emulate 
many of our European neighbours 
and hold bade on the promotion of 
Christmas until the beginning of Dec¬ 
ember. People would then accord 
present-purchasing foe focus of atten¬ 
tion it deserves, at the appropriate 
time of year. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOANNE POSTER, 

3 The Ridings, Bulcote. Nottingham. 
December 19. 


Season’s bieatings 

From Mr George Medd 

Sir. I am surprised that the Dean of 

Lichfield (letter, December 19) is foc¬ 
using on foe circular and not the secu¬ 
lar at this time of year. My Christmas 
post is suffering from an increase of 
“round robins” and a dearth of cribs, 
stars and wise men. 

Yours in ever increasing circulars. 
GEORGE MEDD, 
littieboume Cottage, 

Twyford. Hampshire. 

December^. 












THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER 221994 



Residents work together to provide their own amenities 


COURT CIRCULAR 


SANDRINGHAM. 

NORFOLK 

December 21: Hie Queen and 
The Duke of Edinburgh were 
represented by the Viscount 
Boyne (Her Majesty’s Lord- 
Lieutenant for Shropshire) at 
the Funeral of Sir John 
Dugdale (formerly Her Maj¬ 
esty’s Lord-Lieutenant far 
Shropshire) which was held in 
Holy Trinity Church, Much 
Wenlock. Shropshire, this 
afternoon. 

The Prince of Wales was 
represented by Major 
Raymond Seymour. 

The Duke and Duchess of 
York were represented by 
Major William McLean. 

The Prince Edward was 
represented by Mr Algernon 
Heber-Fercy. 

The Princess Royal was 
represented by the Hon Mrs 
Legge-Bourke. 

Princess Alice. Duchess of 
Gloucester and The Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester were 
represented by Mrs Michael 
Harvey. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Karl AbeL composer. 
Co then. Germany. 1725; John 
Crome, landscape painter, Nor¬ 
wich. 1768; Jean Henri Fab re, 
naturalist Sr-Lfon. France, 1823: 
Giacomo Puccini, composer. 
Lucca, Italy. 18SS; Edwin Arlington 
Robinson, poet Head Tide, 
Maine, 1869; Edgar Varese, com¬ 
poser. Paris. 1883. 

DEATHS; Due de Sully, soldier 
and statesman, VOlebon. France. 
1641; William Hyde Wollaston, 
physician. London. 1828: George 
Eliot novelist London. 1880; 
Dwighi Moody, evangelist. 
Ncirthfidd, Massachusetts. 1899; 
Baron Richard von Krafft-Ebing, 
neuro-psychiatrist Graz. 1902 Na¬ 
thanael West novelist El Cento, 
California. 1940; Beatrix Potter, 
children's writer, Sawney, Lan¬ 
cashire. 1943; Harry Langdon. 
silent him star. California, 1944. 
Alfred Dreyfus, a French army 
officer, was imprisoned on Devil's 
Island on a charge of espionage, 
later proved false, 1894. 

Will helm Rontgen made the Brat 
radiograph or X-ray or his wile’s 
hand. 1895. 


Birthdays today 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John Aiken. 
73; Mr James Burke, broadcaster. 
58; Dr Alan Bush, composer, 
conductor and pianist 94; Mr 
Robin Corbett MP. 61; Viscount 
Davidson. 66; Mr Nod Edmonds, 
broadcaster, 46; Mr Maurice Gibb 
and Mr Robin Gibb, singers. 45; 
Miss Patricia Hayes, actress. 85; 
Mrs Karin Jonzen. sculptor. SO. Dr 
Judith McClure. Headmistress. St 
George’s School for Girls, Edin¬ 
burgh, 49; Mr Trefbr Alfred 
Morris. HM Chief Inspector of 
Constabulary. 60. Mr Chris Old. 
cricketer. • 46; the Rev Lord 
SandfonL 74; Lord Stott 85; the 
Duke of Westminster. 43; Mr Ken 
Whitmore, playwright 55; Sir 
Peregrine Worsthome. journalist 
71. 


Princess Alexandra, the 
Hon Lady OgDvy. was repre¬ 
sented by Mrs Peter Afia. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
December 21: The Prince of 
Wales, Patron, this morning 
visited the Cotswdd Care 
Project Burleigh, Stroud, 
Gloucestershire. 

His Royal Highness. Pa¬ 
tron, this afternoon visited the 
Sue Ryder Home at Leck- 
hampton Court Leckhamp- 
ton, Gloucestershire. 

Mr Matthew Butler was in 
attendance. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December 21; The Duchess of 
Kent Patron, Cancer Relief 
Macmillan Fund, this after¬ 
noon opened the Macmillan 
Palliative Day Care Unit the 
Alfred Bean Hospital. 
Bridlington Road, Driffield, 
Humberside, and was met on 
arrival by Her Majesty’s Lord- 
Lieutenant for Humberside 
(Mr Anthony Bethell). 

Mrs Colin Marsh was in 
attendance. 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev Richard Amys, Priest- 
in-charge, Gravesend Holy 
Family w. Ifidd: to be Rector. 
Gravesend Holy Family w. 
tfield (Rochester). 

The Rev Alan Brooksbank, 
Rector. Hagley; to be Vicar, 
Claines (Worcester). 

The Rev Dr Michael Chan¬ 
dler. Rector, St Stephen's, 
Canterbury, and Rural Dean 
of Canterbury: to be 
Residentiary Canon of Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral. 

The Rev Richard Cheetham, 
Vicar, Luton, St Augustine of 
Canterbury to be also Rural 
Dean of Luton (St Albans). 
Hie Rev Stephen Cook. Team 
Vicar. Keynsham Team Min¬ 
istry (Bath and Wells): to be 
Vicar. Hanham (Bristol). 

The Rev Andrew Dow. Vicar, 
Si John the Baptist. Knowle: to 
be also Rural Dean of Solihull 
(Birmingham). 

The Right Rev Bill Flagg. 
Assistant Bishop in the diocese 
of Southwell: to be Adviser for 
Overseas Relations, same dio¬ 
cese. He will continue as 
Adviser to parishes on Stew¬ 
ardship and Giving, and on 
Rural Affairs, but relinquish 
his responsibility as Adviser 
on Healing, all in die diocese 
of Southwell. 


Headmasters’ 

Conference 

Chairman 

Mr H.R. Wright Chief Master of 
King Edward'S School. Birming¬ 
ham. has been ej ec ted Chairman 
of Hie Headmasters’ Conference 
for 1995- 


European Engineers 


The following United Kingdom 
engineers have been awarded the 
qualification European Engineer 
by the European Federation of 
National Engineering Associ¬ 
ations (FEANT) entitling them to 
use the letters Eur big as a prefix to 
their names: 

Z Al-Jabary. G Anderson , E C 
.Antonio. S AmaouL A Ashton. J 
Atkinson, J A Barnes. J Barring- 
lon-Cook. G Birehall. M J R 
Bishop. G Bona, C Braine, C Bray, 
J Brown. J P Baides, FJ Cain, M J 
CaJvard. D Campbell. A B Clark, 1 
M Clarke. N R H Cole, A Collins, 
B Cooke. D Corbett. P Cull op. D 
Cummings 

E A David, G Davies. S Davies. P 
Dean. J Doyle. P Dyson, R I 
Edgar. 1 Fletcher, D Gardner. G J 
Gerrish, J Gflfrin, A Grant, P 
Griffies. K J Harrison, D Hart, P 
w Healey. P L F Hemment, T 
Hicks. R Hirst R Hopps. A 


Hughes. J Hurley. L C Jones. E 
Karaminas. M Karmis. S A 
Lewandowski. S Lewis. A Long. J 
Maritie. A Magrath, C Marsh- 
man, V E R McClean. M 
McCoard. p McKinnon. S Mil Los, 
R Milsom, P L Mullen. H F 
Mulligan 

SNarasimhan.SJNewhouse.JK 
Nicoi. M H Nowera. S Pal I an u R J 
Party. N Patel. A Pettin.T Poodle. 
A Proctor. D A Raby, S Randall, S 
A Rawden. S Reed, A Richardson, 
P Riches, E Rout!edge. D Rowson, 
J Runeckles 

N D Scragg. S Selvaratnam M 
ShephaitLD I SiQars, B S Smart B 
D Staniforth. S Stockley. J Tait Y 
RTeli. E Turton. J Tyler 
W P Urquhart R Wakelen. R 
Walke, J R Walmsley, R Watson. 
M Welboume. R E Welsh, C 
Wksner. A Williamson. M Wilson, 
C Winnie, J Zinn. 
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Soulless 
estates 
given 
new life 


By JOHN Young 

SWELLING and undulating 
above the coast and overlook¬ 
ing the elegant squares, cres¬ 
cents and terraces of Regency 
Hove, the Downs provided 
an unrivalled opportunity for 
20th-century architects and 
developers to create a comple¬ 
mentary suburban master¬ 
piece. But instead fhe green 
slopes are festooned not with 
leafy avenues and hillside 
drives, but with a bleak, 
depressing sprawl of cheap 
“semis”, council estates and 
low-rise blocks of uninviting 
flats. 

It was the desecration of 
Kipling's "blunt, bow-head¬ 
ed. whale-backed Downs” to 
the east of Brighton that did 
much to spur the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1947. 
But if post-war Hangleton 
and Knoll are supposed to 
vindicate fhe planning sys¬ 
tem, the visitor can be ex¬ 
cused a snort of derision. 
S ussex-by-the-sea has been 
inexcusably violated. 

In some parts of the coun¬ 
try Hangleton would proba¬ 
bly not be considered a 
deprived area. There are no 
tower blocks, no slums and 
plenty of open space. But 
there are few. if any. ameni¬ 
ties either, and that is what 
die Hangleton and Knoll 
Project has set about 
providing. 

The area consists of a 
mixture of postwar private 
and council housing. At the 
time it was built there were 
plenty of jobs and good 
public transport But in re¬ 
cent years its inhabitants 
have suffered from high un¬ 
employment and. according 
to Barry Hulyer. the project 
director, it was largely ne¬ 
glected by the council. 

“It has all the soullessness 
of a typical dormitory estate, 
with the difference that the 
people here are surrounded 
by affluence and yet not part 
of it" he s^ys. "There is a high 
proportion of young people 
who are bored and stuck 
living at home because of 
unemployment and their lack 
of educational qualifi¬ 
cations." 

The scenic attractions pro¬ 
vide only limited compensa¬ 
tion. The Downs, a summer 
playground, are cold and 
exposed in winter and have 
now been largely cut off from 
the estate by the new A27 
Brighton by-pass. 

Hie project was established 
by a group of concerned 



Children meet Santa Claus in his grotto at a Christmas party arranged by the Hangleton and Knoll Project 







residents in the early 1980s. A 
decade after Mr Hulyer arri¬ 
ved in 1984 as its first salaried 
community worker, it now 
has a staff of nine and an 
annual budget of £120.000, 
funded by local authorities, 
charitable trusts, churches 
and companies including 
American Express, BT and 
Guardian Royal Exchange. 

It has supported more than 
60 local initiatives, among 
them a children's after-school 
dub, a youth dub. a young 
mothers’ group, a health dub, 
a playgroup, and an old 
people's lunch dub. Activities 
indude a youth festival, a 
children’s circus, organised 
sports and outdoor adven¬ 


tures. a Christmas panto¬ 
mime. fashion shows, drama, 
music, dance, photography 
and wildlife studies, camping 
trips and other holidays, and 
the publication of community 
newspapers. One notable 
spectade staged on Hove 
seafront with bands and 
fireworks, attracted an audi¬ 
ence of35,000. 

“Essentially it is the local 
people who have done every¬ 
thing.” Mr Hulyer says. “Sev¬ 
eral thousand people have 
beome involved, and we have 
simply responded to their 
needs.” 

Hove council, which at first 
had to be persuaded even to 
undertake regular refuse dis¬ 
posal has since begun reno¬ 
vating and modernising 
hundreds of flats and houses 
and has helped to fund the 
project centre in Hangleton, 
part of which it now occupies. 

It has also contributed to 
the cost of a second centre on 
the Knoll estate, about two 
miles away, which includes 
some of the earliest council 
housing in Britain, built be¬ 
fore the First World War. A 
dilapidated church hall has 



Time for a cooling drink at the Christmas parly 


been enlarged and imagina¬ 
tively modernised to provide 
a similar range of services, 
but is still short of some 
£40.000 to complete the work. 

The Hangleton and Knoll 
Project has won a Marks and 
Spencer Award for Commun¬ 


ity Services in the 1994 Com¬ 
munity Enterprise Awards 
sponsored fry The Times and 
Touche Ron and organised 
by Business in the Commun¬ 
ity. The awards will be pre¬ 
sented by the Prince of Wales 
in Manchester on February 
S. 


Latest wills 


Dr Bernard George Budden 
Lucas, of Studland, Dorset. Presi¬ 
dent of the Institute of Hospital 
Engineering 1973-75. left estate 
valued at £352,665 net 
Mr William Cowley, of Northaller¬ 
ton. North Yorkshire, founder of 
the Lyfae Wake Walk which tra¬ 
ditionally stretched 44 miles from 
the Queen Catherine pub in 
Osmotherley to the cafe in 
Ravenscar. left estate valued at 
£208.482 net. 

Mr Edward Robert Sands, of 
Emmanuel College. Cambridge, 
left estate valued at £554.533 net. 
He died intestate. 

Sir Donald Keith Falkner. of 
flkeishaD St Margaret, Suffolk, 
Director of the Royal College of 
Musk 1960-74. and previously a 
leading bass-baritone, left estate 
valued at £278.077 neL 
He left his Music Llbnuy to the M uslc 
Department of Cornett university. 
New York. 

Mr Maurice Gresham, of Rich¬ 
mond, Surrey, left estate valued at 
£1.274.512 neL He died intestate. 


Ida Mary NkolL of Westdla. 
North Humberside. left estate 
valued at £1,784.910 neL 
She left £741.000 and certain effects 
to personal legatees and the residue 
equally between the North 
Humberside Hospice Project. Hull, 
the Rnll Anbrids and Kheumarlsm 
Council, and the Salvation Army. 

Other estates (net before tax) 
include: 

Judith Elizabeth Cooper, of 
Woodbridge. Suffolk —El 366.601 
Mr Arnold Willoughby Gamer, of 

London W5.£565557 

Mrs Olwen God man of London 

SW3.£591.447 

Mr Frank Hancock, of Abergele, 

Clwyd.. £791,700 

Mrs Brenda Doreen Hanson, of 
Newton Abbot. Devon....£!.78U882 
Mr William Arthur Basil Har¬ 
ding. of Ten ter den. Kent.. £812.051 
Mrs Ida Seward Horsley, of 
Hessle. North Humberside 
£1306,946 

Mr Dcuglas Hanley Jones, of 

Chester... £693.470 

Ellen Sophia Kilmister of Bourne¬ 
mouth. Dorset...£647.711 


Cambridge 

Darwin College 

Elected into a Visiting Fellowship; 
Alexandrina Caroline Buchanan. 
(Munby FeUow in Bibliography, 
199596) 

Manchester 
Recent grants include: 

MRC 

Selective modulation of potassium 
channel activity. Dr B J Pleuvry, 
Professor N J Roth well and Profes¬ 
sor A H Weston. £146356. 
Characterisation of cytocemrin. Dr 
ECAPSuI. £136.863. 

A molecular analysis of membrane 
protein biosynthesis in semi-intact 
mammalian cells. Dr S High. 
£131258. 

Somotastain receptor expressions 
and function in gut epithelia. Dr G 
Warhurst and Dr A White. 
£110,652. 

NERC 

Effects of environmental con¬ 
ditions on the development of 
buttresses. Dr A R Ennos. £117.780. 
PPARC 

Multi-frequency observations and 


University news 

theory of interstellar and circum- 
steilar media. Professor J 
Meabum. £495.112. 

J Rowntree Foundation 
Follow-up study to examine the 
impact of the Child Support Act on 
a sample of lone mothers and their 
children who are dependent on 
income support and family crcdiL 
Miss K Clarke and Ms C 
Glendinning. E53J543. 

Rpyal Society 

Astrophysical and geological 
applications of single atom. Mr J j 

D Gilmnur. £180.930. , 

Schools Curriculum and | 

Assessment Authority ! 

KS3 evaluation. ProfessorTChris- ] 

tie. £119.594. I 

Schering , 

Onapristone study. Professor M ] 

Elstein. E234.960. I 

Onapristone study. Professor M i 

Elstein, £21)6.274. ( 

SmithKJinc Bcecftam Pharm I 

Study of paroxetine and placebo in ; 

the treatment of depressive symp- 1 

toms associated with low back c 

pain. Professor F H Creed and 1 


Professor M l V Jayson. £123.000. 
Smiths Charity 

Research relating to fhe genetic 
factors which contribute to rheu¬ 
matoid arthritis. Professor A J 
Silman. £278319. 

UKCCCR (Supplementary) 

LIK Childhood cancer study, Dr J 
M Birch. £149,716. 

WeUcome Trust (Supplementary) 
Innovation in Chinese medicine. 
Dr J V Pickstone. £19a 165. 
Investigation into genetic and 
physical mapping around the 
dentinogenesis imperfecta type II 
locus. Dr M J Dixon. E18I.407. 
Study of brain IL-I receptors. 
Professor N J Rothwell, £158,493. 
Mechanisms of epithelial bi¬ 
carbonate transport Professor R 
M Case. £153.408. 

How does hypoxia increase the 
proliferative response of ‘retinal 
cells to exogenous growth factors? 
Dr M E Boulton. Dr A J Dickson 
and Professor D McLeod. £114.935. 
Research training fellowship in 
clinical epidemiology. Professor D 
W Yates. £114,935. " 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MI-T.D.U. Bristow 
and MtesR-BJ?. Rcddmgtan 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy Dominic taxi 
James, eldest son of Mr James and. 
the Hon Mrs Bristow, of Seaview, 
fete of Wight, and Rachel 
Benedict! Port, elder daughter of 
the Rev Gerald and Mrs. 
Reddingtan. of St Barnabas. Ea¬ 
ling and Seaview. 

Mr R.WA Manners - 
. and MissJJC-HlS : _ 
Hie engagement is announced 
between Richard William Arthur, 
younger son at Mr and Mrs Robin • 
Maimers of Bradtey, 'SofibnL and 
Josephine Kate, younger daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Bean H3l of 

LTfton, Warwickshire. 

Hie Hon Ateonder Ogffvk- 

Grant 

mud Mrs LC Potts 
The eng a g e ment is announced 
between Alexander, younger »n oT 
the Earl of Seafidd and Mrs Mary 
Davies, and Luty Clare, daughter, 
of Mr Henry Potts'arid Mrs April 
Ftitts. 

Dr FJfcL Pantoo 

and Mrs PJ. Dean 

The engagement is announced and ■ 

the marriage win take!' place 

shortly between Frank Fanum/of 

Canterbury, and Pauline Dean, of 

Tumtall, Sittingboume. Rent ? 

M CB- Sftnond 

and Miss SJ. Smart 

Tbe engagement is announced 

between Christian Bernard, eldest 

sot of M Bernard G. Simond.trf 
Geneva. Switzerland, and Mis' 
Dennis Ranee, of Brighton. Sus¬ 
sex, and Sarah Jane, osify daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Peter Smar t, of 
Ftyermng, Essex. 

Baron Wtffiam C Taxis 
Bordogna Vafmgra 
and Miss MM. Dunne 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between William Charles, youn¬ 
gest son of the Baron and Baroness 
Taxis Bordogna Vahtigra. and 
Miranda Mary, youngest daugh¬ 
ter of Mr Michael Dunne and the 
Hon Mrs DarnelL ' 

Mr N-G. Stephens 
arid Miss S.L. Aspinafl 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicolas Gwyn Stephens, 
of Bloomsbury, inndnn , and 
Susan Lesley AspmalL ofdaytoo- 
Le-Woods. Lancashire. 


Marriages 


Mr S.C. Fox 
and Miss LEJ. Ogden 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December 17, at St 
EtheldredaX Ely Place, London, of 
Mr Stuart Fax, only son of Mr and 
Mrs Frederick Fox to Miss Lucy 
Ogden, ycunger daughter of Sir 
Michael arid Lady Ogden. The Rev 
Kit Cunningham offiriaied. Mgr 
Alfred GUbey was robed and in the 
Sanctuary. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Catherine Lawrence, 
Helen Ogden and Oliver Keane. 
Mr Andrew Ingle was best man. 

A reception was held in foe O ld 
Hall, Upcobi’S iiuL 
MrP.G. SLJ. Ansdefl . 
and Miss L Potter . 

The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December 17. in foe Chapel 
of New College. Oxford, of Mr 
Paul Ansdefl, son of Mr and Mrs 
Peter AnsdeH of Gloucestershire, 
to Miss Louise Potter, daughter of 
Mrs Ian Curteis, of Gloucester¬ 
shire. and Mr David Potter, <rf 
London. The Rev Stephen Tucker 
officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Becky Potter. Luke . 
Jeffries, Cardin and Myles 
Charies-Jones, Auriole Patter. 
Hugh Rochfort, Oliver Jeffries. 
Emma Sutton and Harriet Potter. 
Mr Giles Smyiy was best man. ' 

A reception was held in New 
College HaU and the honeymoon is 
being spent abroad. 

Mr M.C RoOason 
and Miss N.C. Mitford-Slade 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. December 17 at Sl Mi¬ 
chael'S Church, Heckfieid, of Mr 
Michael C. RoQason. only son of 
Mr and Mrs Christopher RoLlason 
of Wetherby. Yorkshire, to Miss 
Nicola Mitford-Slade. elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Patrick 
Mitford-Slade. of Hanley 
Wintney, Hampshire. The Rev 
Arnold Bennett officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Edward Patton, Soniah 
Bonier. Alice Moore. Kona Mit- 
tord-Slade, Sarah Rollason and 
Henrietta Rees. Mr Timothy Otty 
was best man. 

The reception was held at the 
bride's home and the honeymoon 
is being spent in East Africa. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Be bumble always and Vanda, 
and Ham loo. up 

wllh one another's Casings In 
Ok spirit a t lave. 

Ephesian 4 : 2 (RED) 


BIRTHS 

ATKMSMMMim - On 
8th Navamba. to Kate 
Dattel and John Mktnaon. a 

a munrm dantfer. 

Lucy Chrtmna. a slater for 
Pdrtck. 

BSKMUL - On December 
I90L to Jennifer Cote ramie) 
and Richard, a damm ar . 
Flora Charlotte, a utter for 
Roes. 

BOLLARD - To John and 
Woody aife neenamj. a fan. 
Oliver Hush. Barn at . 
Warwick HoooBal on 2om i 
December. Many thanks is 
Mr John Haglm and 
mM wtftay and medical staff 
for amefl e m care and 

wroon. 

CROSTHWAITE On 

December 18 th. to Lwanda 
and racoiaa. a eon. 
FAROUHM - On Decoaber 
17ttt at Tbe Portland 
HosptiaL to Emma fnfe 
Rmvh) and ftfchad. a 
daughter, IjKUineM. a afater 
ftor Aramfnta. 


FAX: 071 481 9313 
FAX: 071 782 7828 


BIRTHS 


GHAZKOOfiH - On 16<h 
Decembe r 1994. to Babe 
and AIL ol b e iuBM dauohter. 
AMeh. As 2ns 


MATTRA - Oo l«h December, 
to Tokyo, to Eva (ate 
KMytko) and Santo, a son. 
Matthew Alexander. 


On 30th Deca m b er . to Janet 
tote Aster) and Charles, a 
son. Charles Henry. 

PAKMrmt - On 20th 
! December I9M. at SA8 am 
at Queen Mary* Heoytu. 
Roehaaphm. to Otoff and 
Jane Ham. a daughter. AUc* 
Maty Panntter. 7R» 14 ol 

VAN IB8BM - On 
De c ember 7th 1994. to 
Bryony Otoe EtoeourQ «nd 
Jan. a dau gt de r. jodfo, a 
Mater Cor Max. 

WADDELL - On 20th 
December In Glasgow. 
toMmfcrta Code Carter) and 
Graham, a son. 


THE^»TIMES 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Our new telephone Dumber for Both, Marriage 
ind Dexlh an nounceme n t s b 

071 782 7272 or In 971782 7827 


DEATHS _ 

ASHWORTH - Cfei 8atort» 
December 17th 1994. 
xnrtdmty tn 

Robert Edward. Funeral 
Service at Qnnt SbMfOtd 
Parted Church on Friday 
Decamber 30m at 2 jam. 
BUNCH - Douglas Frank 
StBtmtoh (known as Dootfaa 
George), imaged eon of the 
lato Robert Staunton Bunch, 
on Monday December 19th 
1990. peaeeftdty at Patoton 
HoRdM . aged 86 yearn. 
Much towed brother, unde 
and Blend. Funeral Ssvtce 
at the Mgnton Parish 
Church «n Tbmday 
December 29th aa 1 1.15 am. 
foOoMwd by a l u tt 
o wm al ton . Flower* and 
enq u trtoi to Mta mdera 
Funeral Ssvtce, teL (0003) 

666531. 

MY - On Dec em ber 19 th. 
-* 14 —*y m uman 

now (Anna) of AatmeB. 
Herts., aged 79. Devoted 
wtfe of Howard and mother 
of Jo. Private cirmSI i m 
Memorial Service at Ashwett 
P C. 3 am Wodnaaday 28th 
Decamber. Family dowers 
oedy. Do na aona to 
Addanbraot t eh Kidney 
Patents Aam. c/o A.T, 

vm#*. 99 Hay stmt. 

steeple Morden. Retntofl. 
Hers. SOS am. 

OAVn - On DBOBBdMr 13th 
1994. Mfchasi MatttoAd. 
beloved Bdher 0 1 AtaoCr. 
C3imtocber. CaraBne. Slasrt 
and toobeL Fansul at 11 am 
Wednesday December 28 th. 
New Southgate 

Crematortom. Londo n Nit. 
Era yttieetoLevei tun A Sons 
Ltd. Kiel) 440-0703. 


HITUKl - On D eenute B 1 21al 
1994. at the Devonshire 
t Miidal . London. Arthur 
NoeL aged 73 years. For 46 
years beloved hus ban d and 
beat Mend of Margot 
devoted tether to Ba rtinr a 1 
and aon^ntaw am and 1 
loving grandpa to Kate and 
Sam. Funeral al Putney Vale 
Cnsnatortom on Friday 
December 23rd at 11.46 am 
when frtenda am most 
welcome to Join the ftunfly. 
No Oswen pteaae but IT 
wished Hannons in Arthnrti 
memory to Tbe Stroke 
Association e/a witma 
Leroy. 38 Prebend 
MawdBM L Chiswick HM| 
Rood. London W4 21X1. 
HOBSON - Oh 20th 
December, at The Stoke 
Mammae HaqdteL aner a 
tragic accident endnred wm 
veat oaflantry. wuum 
F rands Cupps. Group 
Captain RAJ. (reared], 
beloved husband Of Jean and 
dearly towd father of 

Richard. Funeral Sendee at 
81 Sbnon Zetotes Church. 
Milner Street Chc tan. SW3. 
an Friday 30th D v rei n h ii r at 
L 2 noon. tollowed by private 
cmiudluu. Family Dower s 
only but donattons. If 
deslrad. to SSJLFA. c/o 
Jaa. teen a San m CheaB 
House. Wbnchester. 
HOOLTOB - Veronica Marta 
tote Evans) on 20th 
December peaeettaQy alter a 
co u r a geo u s ngbt against 
toneoK much belovad wife to 
Cuud David hbbbo i and 
loving mother to Rupert arm 
JutOh. Funeral Service at 6 t 

Mary's Roman Catholic 
Onatft. Btarkhratb. a llam 
on Friday 30th D ecem b e r. 
No Bowers Mmee. bur 
dnnm o m If desfaed to 
tmpertel cancer RcecandL 


KEEBUE - Thomas WhltfVtkL 
much loved tv Ursula. 


private. Date of Memorial- 
Service to be anno un ced. 

I f—911 . - On Deoenmer 
ISttL John UJC aged 82. o t 
Patkm. WBbhtre. Itaraerty 
of Switzerland. i**w of 
Kate and iUher-totaw of 
Tdfc 

LLOYD - On Deorndwr 17m. 
Antony Charles Lloyd Iaa. 
Emerttui Pro fcjjui or 
Philosophy. Liverpool 
University, agod 78 yean, of 
Hove. Sussex. Enoutrtet to 
ILA. Brooka a Son. 
Ftowmds HsaQi. West 
Samoa. teL (0444) 484391. 

MACAULEY - Dtexm PhytBs. 
on Wednesday 2let 
December, peacefully, who 
of wnttatn. mother of Tara. 
Virginia. Mary, wmtam. 
Mark and Rupert. Funeral 
Savior an Friday 23rd 
Decemba at 11.30 am at 
Ckmghalea Cliurch. Manor 
Kilbrtde. Ftonay Bowen eudr 
but *mnr— if t m ared to 
ILNXJ. 

• 

MARSHALL - On Decemba 
19m. suddenly tn London. 
Geoffrey Wyndham aged <57. 
Beloved husband of Sally. 1 
teter or uranda. Andrew ! 
and JuOan. and sou of 
Windham Jo s eph and the 
Qwendodne May 

Mmdlrtc. Funeral to tote 

Ptore at ss Peter and PnuL 
SHDe, on Wednesday 28th 
JJWMber 1994 at 2 pm. 
“Mrt n to Fetor Thytor 
Bp” Sexvtoa. SS 
Un^A^wd. Norwich, tab 
(01603) 760787. 


waD-tlm. formerly of 
Meakseaten. on Deoendm' 
18th. Francis Edward 
(Frank) of Sbden Tails, dear 
toatmnd of the late Shefla 

and tether of Ricky. Salty 
and RoMn. Servtco aid 
Otemaaon at Newcastle 
Qwwtntun an Wednesday 
2B0i Decemba at 12.30 pm. 
Friends {tease meet at the 
crematorium. Flowers and 
BtoUlries to WA Harrison & 
Son. Sl Mart's House. 
Shields Road. Newrastte- 
Won-TVne. 


FEHMANT JONES - On 19 th 
Decemba 1994. nraceffdly. 
Mary (hie Green), aged 83, 
dear wtte «r Tlfl. toother of 
Robert John, Dtany and 
Phfflp. motherhytaw of 
Sheba. CaroL an and 
Caroline, and grandmother 
of Owen. Dock. H e l e na . 
Sharon. MkhaeL Menard. 
Kate. Evan. David. Laura 
and Jess. Funeral nrtvase. No 
flowers a tetters please. 
Oonatkms IT wished, to 
Brush Red Crass. 


br ot her of Colin, tan and 
Kimnrgu peacefully 3f home, 
on 18th Decanba. aged 88 
yean. Funeral at UJO am 
at a Mery's Church. 
WunbMMo. SW19. an 
Wednesday 4th January 
1990. Fhmfly Dowers only. 


RHODES - On D ecem be r 19lh 
1994 Dr. Brian WnBam 
passed praevfusr away agod 
75 years, of Garaagr Ail 
Saints. Dorset. Dearest 

husband of Leah and the tale 
Joy. Beloved fattw at 
Stephen. Frances. Lotdae. 
Benjamin, stepfather of Am 
and also to Jane. Jen Pierre, 
flomoti. Carol and Desmond 
and a much loved ginta. 
Funeral Service at Conge 
AS Saints Osrcti on 
Wednesday December 28ih 
at 2 pm. IHtowed by private 
creraaBon. Family Dowers 
only pteaae but donations tt 
desired In akt of The Chaw 
C o m mun ity Friends may be 
sent to Nicholas O’Hara 
Funeral Uvciui 38 
Rowlands HHL Whnbom. 

Dorset HM21 SAW. let: 
(02023 882134. 
ftfCHAROS - On 1901 
December, pmrefnky after a 
tang Hlmss bravely borne. 
Elizabeth Mary Mo 
Matbeson). many yeas , 
■ada In Kenya tchoate. 
Dear wire of Cftartea and 
beloved mother of Stephanie. 
Janet and PhUtpgn. Funeral 
Service at SlJohn the Baptist 
Church. Clayton. Has aoc l B. 
an Ttnasday 29th Decendwr 
at 11 am. No flowers ay 
request but donations, if 
dobed, to Bftte Sodcty c/o 
John MkyttOh. 23 Grand 
Avenue, I HiwV<| , Swul 
R tCKAKDS - Jo. bora 7th 
June 1946. beloved wife of 
Johnny, mother or wsham 
and Hade ana s te swmtnm to 
Anna and Ctare. Daughter of 
Janet and the late BD 
Rodens, sister of June and 
Jane. Peaorftdly at West 
Stratton on Dec e m ba 219 
1994. Family funeral at 
Newton St Loe. no Dowers 
please. Mem orial S e rvice 
taler# 


RtfSHBROOK Derek 

Arthur, born London 1914. 
«ed peacefully In Ms Uecn 
alter a long Tnnn In 
Lworda. Pennsylvania. I9th 
Decemba. R.IJ>. 


STAVEACRE - Peacefully al 
home in Combs. Chaod-en- 
te-Frllh. on 20tn Decemba 
1994. Maurice Ftamlng 
OAEn aged 86 years. Much 
loved husband of Mary and 
the late Joan, dea father of 
Rachel. Peter. RKhard ami 
Mark. Private fbncral. 


IfHPEHWOOD - (nto 
Etnhorn) Geraldine Susan 
aged 46. Decemba lath. 
Much krvod wtfe of Marlin 
Gregory, madia of Emily. 
Thomas and Amy. adorad 
daudMrr and tamfly. 
Funeral Sendee Decemba 
23rd 11 am a St Matthias 
and St George. Aatwood 
Bank. Wares. EntwHes to 
Huxley F/s. (0627) 893698. 


WOOO ME AP - On Decemba 
2ist 1994. peaceftdy at 
MOM. Lucy Baneflo 

weodhead. aged 88. Drar 
mother or Sum. 


WOODMAN - Stanley, of 
Anrtghton. miwril 

Peocefotly sway on Monday 
19th Decemba 1994, aged 

86 yean. Husband of ivy ami 

much loved father of peta. 
JteaeL Ann, Chris and Geoff. 
Funeral Service at St Mary's 
Church. AJbrfghign. at 10am 
on Friday 23rd Oeoamba, 
followed by at 

W otv e Hmmp top. 
ramfly Qovras only, bat 
ggggomUf .dedred. to The 
“™i Heart Foundatfon. 


ANNIVH^ARIES 

"«W"tCA» 3 m. - On 
Ztod D^mba 1939 at St 

Qtkdia. jo to Joan. 
Now at Hove (actually). 


go lden 

ANNIVERS ARIES 

t T2L "J5. D * l “n*or 
1944^1 (taraur, Mtchsd to 


FOR SALE 

WEDDING 
MORNING SUITS 
DINNER SUITS 
evening tail surrs 

SURPLUS TO MBS 

■ADCAMBTOcSrSo 

071 240 2310 



. 1791-1990 . 


GIFTS 



grandmother. Funeral 

Sendee at St Andrews 
Church. l^BMrtngsetL on 
Wednesday Decemba 28a 
01 12 noon rollewed by 
private cremathm. Cut 
flowers only. Donattons. If 
dashed, to UNICEF c/a 
Lloyds Durham Funeral 
D ire ctors teL <02631713113. 


flights 

directory 
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Obituaries 


Dean Rusk, American 
Secretary of Slate, 1961-69. 
died in Athens, Georgia, on 
December 20 aged 85. He was 
bom in Cherokee County, 
Georgia, on February 9.1909. 

DEAN RUSK played a large parr, 
after the Second World War, in 
laying the ghost of American 
isolationism. He helped to ensure, 
in the face of the instincts of less 
outward-looking Americans, that 
his country met its responsibilities 
under the United Nations Charter 
and the North Atlantic Treaty. 
There was a ChurchilUan flavour 
to his determination to stand up to 
the aggression of dictators. 

Appointed Secretary of State by 
President Kennedy he was kept on 
by President Lyndon Johnson, 
remaining until the end of John¬ 
son's term of office. In those eight 
years he handled four major global 
events: the Bay of Pigs invasion, the 
Cuban missile confrontation, the 
signing of a nuclear non-prolifera¬ 
tion treaty with the Soviet Union 
and the Vietnam War. 

Rusk was Secretary of Stale 
longer than anyone except Cordell 
HuU. who served 11 years in 
Franklin Roosevelt's Administra¬ 
tion. During the troubled Kennedy 
and Johnson years Rusk’s friendly, 
reassuring if sometimes enigmatic 
features — the bald head and 
hooded eyes gave him the look of 
an occidental buddha — provided 
the public face of the United States. 

He belonged to an important 
tradition of the best kind of 
liberalism, but his determination 
in supporting South Vietnam in 
resisting, Communist aggression 
attracted, ironically, the wrath of 
fashionable liberal sentiment, and 
for a time obscured the breadth of 
his service to his country. 

If not a great innovator. Rusk 
was one of the most effective 
operators of American foreign poli¬ 
cy during a period in which the 
Communist powers were constant¬ 
ly probing and challenging the 
West. He said in a [990 interview 
that he wasted no time on regrets. 
“Kennedy and Johnson are not 
here to defend themselves. I wont 
draw away from my share in the 
derisions they' made, because 1 
agreed at the time.” He believed 
that thar the United States had a 
treaty responsibility to South Viet¬ 
nam that it could not ignore. “I do 
not believe,” he said, “that we can 
be honourable in Europe and 
dishonourable in Asia.” 

President Johnson credited Rusk 
with developing the proposal that 
led to the unconditional halt of 
bombing of North Vietnam in - 
March 1968. • ‘ 

David Dean Rusk’s father was of 
Scottish-lrish stock who had 


DEAN RUSK 


trained for the Presbyterian xninis- 
rry but was forced ro give up 
preaching because of a throat 
ailment He and his wife supported 
their five children by teaching inja 
rural school and farming. From his 
parents the young Rusk inherited 
qualities that were to mark his 
public careen a gift for didactic 
exposition and an unswervingly 
principled approach to derision¬ 
making. 

What lifted him out of the small¬ 
town background was winning a 
Rhodes Scholarship to St John’s 
College, Oxford (which later, but 
long before he had become a major 
world figure, elected him an honor¬ 
ary fellow). 

His education in Europe at the 
time when the dictators were on the 
.march had a profound effect on 
him. He was present at the cele¬ 
brated debate in 1933 when the 
Oxford Union voted that “this 
House will in no circumstances 
fight for King and Country". 

Rusk totally rejected such senti¬ 
ments believing that they gave 
succour to totalitarian dictator¬ 
ships. Unusually for an American 
of his time, he developed a strong 
sense that an essential part of the 
American dream was willingness 
to fight against tyranny wherever it 
raised its head. 

Thirty years later that vision was 
to fit well into the famous rhetoric 
with which John F. Kennedy 
launched his presidency, with Rusk 
as his Secretary of State. 

But before diplomacy came an 
academic career. Home from Ox¬ 
ford. Rusk joined the staff of the 
Californian women’s college. 
Mills. He had meanwhile obtained 
a reserve commission in the US 
Army, and he was on active service 
a year before Pearl Harbor. 

His war service, in Intelligence, 
was centred on the Far East 
latterly on the staff of Lord Mount- 
batten. The quality of his intelli¬ 
gence reports brought him to the 
notice of General Marshall, the US 
Chief of Staff and future Secretary 
of State — a factor that eased his 
transfer from the Army to the 
diplomatic service. 

One of Rusk’s more dubious 
diplomatic achievements — while 
he was still in uniform at the time 
of the Japanese surrender—was to 
draw the line on the map along the 
38th Parallel which split Korea into 
two. and which was to feature in 
the war that the new United 
Nations Organization was shortly 
to fight 

In 1946 be joined the State 
Department initially in the section 
dealing with policy on the UN. It 
was a testing time. There were 
powerful American voices calling 
not only for rain'd demobilisation of 
US military forces but against 



involvement in any collective 
peacekeeping organisations. State 
Department morale was not helped 
by the attacks of Senator McCar¬ 
thy. And there was disillusionment 
arthe collapse of the Chiang Kai- 
shek regime in China, whidi 
Washington had regarded as a 
stabilising world influence. 

Against that background. Rusk's 
singleness of vision and adminis¬ 
trative gifts brought him rapidly to 
the fore. His innate caution, and a 
characteristic that some of those 
who knew him thought of as lack of 


colour in his personality, helped to 
preserve him from the threats 
posed by McCarthyism, which 
deprived the department of some of 
its ablest men. 

In 1950 he became Assistant 
Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs in 
time to be at the centre of events 
when tiie Korean War broke ouL 
From the first he was an advocate 
of collective resistance to the North 
Korean attack. 

In 1952 health problems caused 
Rusk to resign from the State 
Department. He moved to the not 


inconsiderable post of president of 
the Rockefeller Foundation. It was 
said that he made it a staider. less 
adventurous charity, but he might 
well have spent the rest of his 
working life there in quiet dignity. 

His diplomatic skills, however, 
had not been forgotten. When 
Kennedy was elected President in 
1960, he chose Rusk as his Secre¬ 
tary of State. It was a surprise. The 
two men did not know each other 
personally. Nor did Rusk really fit 
in to the boyish “Camelot" atmo¬ 
sphere that surrounded Kennedy. 


He was the only man in the 
Cabinet whom the President did 
not address by his first name. “I 
didn’t," Rusk'recalled drily, “get 
pushed into Ethel’s swimming pool 
and things like that” However, he 
brought into the brilliant but 
youthful team that surrounded 
Kennedy a useful leavening of 
steadiness, trust and experience. 

He provided unswerving loyalty 
to the President in 1961 when a 
group of Cuban exiles, supported 
by tiie the Central Intelligence 
Agency, tried to invade Cuba to 
oust Fidel Castro. The attempt was 
a fiasco. Evidence has subsequent¬ 
ly emerged indicating that Rusk 
did not support the attempt from 
the start but, nevertheless, went 
along with the President's decision. 

A year later came the second 
crisis over Cuba when Kennedy 
ordered Khrushchev to dismantle 
the missile sites tiie Soviet Union 
had erected there. Kennedy* advis¬ 
ers were split between reacting 
harshly or cautiously if Khru¬ 
shchev failed to comply. 

When he sensed that Khru¬ 
shchev had begun to back down. 
Rusk summed it up with droll 
humour. “We’re standing eyeball 
to eyeball, and the other fellow just 
blinked.” 

He saw his job primarily as 
carrying out tiie President's policy, 
not devising his own. In any case, 
Kennedy was determined to run 
his own foreign policy. Although 
the new President began by paying 
lip-service to traditional diplomacy, 
he soon began to rely increasingly 
on his own intuition and his own 
government-to-government con¬ 
tacts. It was noticed that Rusk 
played little or no part in many of 
the President’s diplomatic activi¬ 
ties; indeed, he was not even 
present at the Nassau meeting at 
the end of 1962 between Kennedy 
and Macmillan at which the 
Skybolt was interred and Britain 
given American Polaris missiles to 
replace it. 

Rusk had early on expressed his 
doubts about US involvement in 
Vietnam, writing to Kennedy in 
1961 to warn that the involvement 
of US forces in guerrilla combat 
would lead to a full-scale war. 

At the State Department Rusk 
did something to restore the dam¬ 
age to morale caused first by 
McCarthy and then by Dulles, a 
Secretary of State who had not 
believed in listening to his 
subordinates. 

European observers sometimes 
thought of Rusk as being all too 
wedded to the ideas and rhetoric of 
the old frontiers of world thinking. 
He impressed them however with 
the clarity and conciseness of his 
logic and the conviction that under¬ 
lay it His greatest satisfaction, he 


said later, was “keeping the nuclear 
beast in its cage”. 

Personally. Rusk had more in 
common with Kennedy's successor 
after the assassination. Lyndon 
Johnson, a fellow Southerner from 
an earthy background, was a 
Washington professional who ad¬ 
mired a fellow professional. The 
Vietnam War. launched by Kenne¬ 
dy, was by then growing in horror. 
Johnson and Rusk Increasingly 
found themselves, in the latter's 
words, “occupying some foxholes 
together" 

Vietnam indeed split the Ameri¬ 
can people grievously, but Rusk’s 
philosophy was clear. He saw it not 
as an ami-Communist crusade but 
simply as demonstrating the same 
high principles that the free peoples 
had fought for in the Second World 
War. 

After leaving office Rusk said he 
thought he had made two errors in 
judgment about US policy in 
South-East Asia. He had "underes¬ 
timated the tenacity of the North 
Vietnamese and overestimated the 
patience of the American people.” 

He always hoped that history 
would justify his Vietnam policy. 
He was also able to argue that 
America's determination over Viet¬ 
nam paved die way for detente with 
the Soviet Union. 

Certainly, in the great Senatorial 
debate on Vietnam he emerged as 
by far the most effective exponent of 
the official viewpoint. By the end of 
the Johnson administration he was 
second only to the President in the 
Cabinet But when that administra¬ 
tion ended he found himself one of 
the Vietnam casualties. He had no 
private means, and he seemed to be 
barred from the son of jobs that an 
ex-member of a Democratic Cabi¬ 
net might have traditionally 
stepped into. In the bitterness of the 
late 1960s. the liberal establisliment 
had turned against him—even if at 
one level his liberal credentials 
were impeccable: he was in fact the 
first member of the Kennedy 
Cabinet to speak out on civil rights: 
one of his sons was an active civil 
rights worker: and his daughter 
had a black husband. In 1971. 
however, the state university of hfa 
home state, Georgia, appointed 
him to the altogether appropriate 
post of professor of international 
law — but not without protests 
from the non-liberal side: Georgia’s 
governor at the rime was a staunch 
opponent of civil rights. 

In 1976 he received an honorary 
KBE. His many honorary doctor¬ 
ates included one from Oxford. 

Rusk was a humane and courier 
ous man. quite without vanity. He 
was never vindictive or petty al¬ 
though he could be cutting to 
subordinates. He is survived by his 
wife, two sons and a daughter. 


FREDDIE SALES 






Freddie Sales, music-hall 
comedian, died in 
Epsom, Surrey, on 
November 25 aged 73. He 
was born in Hull on 
November 27,1920. 

ALTHOUGH Freddie Sales 
was never quite in the same 
league as Tommy Trinder, 
Arthur Askey or Tommy 
Handley he was certainly a 
household name in Variety 
and radio during the 1940s 
and 1950s. In Britain he 
packed seaside resorts with 
his traditional, family-orien¬ 
tated comic routines. Later, in 
the 1960s and 1970s. he did 
much the same thing in Las 
Vegas, where American audi¬ 
ences, after some initial bewil¬ 
derment, warmed to his 
eccentric, music-hall style 
delivery. 

Sales was a versatile player 
— equally good at telling jokes 
in the traditional way or at 
putting real life under the 
microscope, as when examin¬ 
ing the trials of getting com¬ 
fortable in bed or taking a 
child to a restaurant. Howev¬ 


er. he will probably be best 
remembered for his “baby 
sketch”, in which he appeared 
wearing a large romper suit 
and bonnet in an oversized 
playpen, wielding his large 
wooden “poon". that being m$ 
baby talk lor spoon. 

He was bom Frederick Har¬ 
ry Walker in HuU. the third 
generation of a theatrical fam¬ 
ily who were involved in 
everything from appearing on 
stage to making the costumes 
for local revues and panto¬ 
mimes. His father was a 
music-hall comedian who 
gaved Freddie the invaluable 
advice that there was no such 
thing as a new gag, only a gag 
that no one had heard before. 

- Sales left school, where he 
had built a reputation as an 
impressionist at the age of 16 
to appear in a local revue. He 
made his first professional. 
appearance in 1937 at the 
Theatre Royal. Barnsley, in 
variety and at 18 made his 
debut as a comedian in North 
Wales, flopping badly on the 
first night “Well may ye 
weep,” the company's Scottish 


pianist told him later. “If 
anyone deserved to die the 
death, it was you ” Sales 
rebuilt his shattered confi¬ 
dence and. having perfected 
his act made his first London 
appearance in 1946. at the 
Palace Theatre. Chelsea. 

In the early 1950s Sales was 
the supporting comic to the 
Scottish comedian Dave Willis 
in Howard and Wyndham's 
Half Past Eight revue at the 
Kings Theatre in Glasgow. 
Early in tiie season Willis was 
taken ill and Sales took over as 
principal comedian. He estab¬ 
lished himself as a great 
favourite with Scottish audi¬ 
ences. He followed the season 
by playing the role of the king 
in Jack and the Beanstalk at 
the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, 
with Albert Burdon and Har¬ 
ry Gunn. 

At the same time he became 
a popular radio star with the 
BBC making numerous ap¬ 
pearances on Variety Band¬ 
box alongside Tbny Hancock 
and Mrs Shufflewick and then 
in his own series Sales Talk 
and Sales New On in addition 


to regular broadcasts on 
BBC's Scottish home service. 

He continued to be a head¬ 
liner in Variety but in the 
1960s his career changed dra¬ 
matically whai a visiting 
American producer saw his 
act and asked him to appear in 
Las Vegas. Sales was aston¬ 
ished — very few British 
artists having managed to 
conquer the Las Vegas "strip". 
However, after experimenting 
first with American-style 
humour and then reverting to 
his old, tried-and-tested music 
hall material. Sales did just 
that and became for some 
years a support ad at clubs 
like the Silver Slipper, the 
Desert Sands and tiie Desert 
Inn. In poor health, he re 1 
turned to Britain in the 1980s. 

A genial and generous man, 
he summed up his career 
recently by saying “I’ve been 
lucky. I played the Glasgow 
Empire and I never got paid 
off. I conquered Las Vegas for 
ten years and got paid a lot 
No one could ask for more." 

He is survived by his wife 
and a daughter. 
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RONALD RIDOUT 


Ronald Ridont, writer of English 

textbooks, died on December 5 aged 
78. He was born on July 23,1916. 

RONALD RIDOUT had a worldwide 
reputation as a writer of innovative school 
textbooks. As a teacher of English in the 
1940s he decided that none of the 
available books provided the stimulus to 
awaken and hold the interest of the young 
in the use of their mother tongue, and so 
he set out to fill the gap by writing his 
own. 

The result was English Today, pub¬ 
lished by Ginn and Co in 1947-48, a 
completely new concept in English text¬ 
books in that it was written in five parts 
instead of the customary four to corre¬ 
spond wife the normal five years of 
secondary schooling. This proved to be a 
boon to teachers, but of even more 
importance to pupils was the fact that tiie 
books were attractive in appearance and 
interesting in content They were bound 
in cream with different coloured lettering 
in contrast to the more conventional 
brown or dark red binding, and had 
Rid ours distinctive logo on the back. 

Inside there were extracts from, for 
example. Wind in the Willows or Alice in 
Wonderland for younger children, H. G. 
Wells or Byron for older ones, often 
chosen by Ridout’s wife Betty, a great 
lover of literature. There were also puzzles 
and jokes as well as tiie more formal 
grammar and vocabulary exercises, clear¬ 
ly set out and enhanced by blade and 
white illustrations. Although methods 
have changed and new books have 
superseded English Today, the series 
could be said to be the forerunner of fee 
modem English textbook. 

Ronald Joseph Ridout was bom in 
Famham. Surrey, the son of the geogra¬ 
phy master at Famham Grammar School 


which Ronald attended. After leaving 
school he became a bank derk for a short 
time before going up to Oxford to St 
Catherine’s Society foow St Catherine's 
College) to read English Language and 
Literature. He also gained a half-Blue in 
athletics. After leaving university he 



taught at Shrewsbury and at schools in 
Luton and in Portsmouth where he was 
bead of the English department and 
where he began Jus writing. 

The educational publisher Ginn and Co 
accepted English Today with alacrity and 
Ridout then gave up teaching and joined 
the staff of Ginn, continuing to write at 


the same time. In 1950. because of the 
great success of his books, he was able to 
leave the firm and concentrate on produc¬ 
ing textbooks. He turned his attention lo 
the primary sector and became a pioneer 
in the use of workbooks which encour¬ 
aged children to work on their own and at 
their own speed. 

He travelled widely in Africa. South 
America, the Caribbean and the Far East 
and soon realised how ill-adapted English 
textbooks were to children whose culture 
was so different front life in Britain. He 
thereupon began a whole series of books 
based on his observation of the various 
countries he visited. His output was so 
great feat he appeared in 77ie Guinness 
Book of Records as fee most prolific 
British textbook writer. At the time he had 
written more than 500 books and sold 91 
million copies. 

As a writer Ridout was very disciplined. 
His working hours were comparatively 
short but he wrote with great concentra¬ 
tion for a time and would then srop and do 
some physical task such as cutting the 
lawn or digging out a swimming pool 
manually before returning to his desk. 

Writing, however, was nut his only 
interest; he enjoyed travelling for plea¬ 
sure; joined in local activities such as 
Rotary and was a great supporter of fee 
WEA. He had a keen and somewhat 
sardonic sense of humour and was an 
acute observer of all around him. 

In 1990 his wife Betty, whom he had 
married in 1940, died. Despite this blow 
and fee crippling condition of ataxia 
which had an increasing hold on him, his 
spirits did not flag" and his mind 
remained alert. He continued to travel 
and died in'South Africa, where he had 
gone for a three-month holiday. 

He is survived by his son and two 
daughters. 


FIRE AT RICHMOND 
HOUSE .... 

Yesterday morning between eight and mne 
o'clock, the Duke of Richmond’s house in 
Privy Gardens was discovered to be on fire. 
When die engines arrived, the flames had got 
to such a height that it was a'considerable 
time before they could be in any degree 
reduced; but fortunately the fire having broke 
out ai the top of the house, ah opportunity was 
thereby afforded of gening out the greatest 
pan of his Grace* valuable collection of 
pictures, books, and papers, with the plate 
and principal part of the furniture of the lower 
apartments, which were removed to places of 
safety in the neighbourhood, by the assistance 
of a great number of the privates of the Duke 
of York's regiment. A party of the regiment 
was also under aims to keep off the 
mob. 

The flames raged with great violence rill 
about twelve o'clock, when thereof falling in. 
the conflagration was prevented from spread¬ 
ing any further, though great fears were 
entertained for some time, feat the Hon. Col. 
Lenox's house adjoining would share in fee 
calamity. But by the orations of the firemen 
and people who assisted, this was prevented. 


ON THIS DAY 
December 221791 


No doubt the soldiers buckled to their 
task, for the owner of the house, the 
third duke, was Master of the 
Ordnance. 


The 5re begun in the bedchamber of Miss Le 
Clair, fee Duchess of Richmond's companion, 
who was in bed, and was so much alarmed 
that she was unable to move, and was brought 
cut on her bed. ft was occasioned by a spark of 
wood from the fire, which had been just 
lighted, catching fee bed curtains. 

During fee rage of fee fire, a favourite 
spaniel dog of the Duke's was observed ai fee 
window of an upper apartment, jumping and 
making endeavours to get through fee glass. 


His Grace offering lo reward any person that 
would save him, a waterman, by means of 
ladders fastened together, mounted lo the 
window, threw' up fee sash, and brought the 
dog down safe. The Duke gave him some 
money, and desired him to call on him the 
next day; a person who assisted in holding 
the ladder received two guineas. 

The inside of fee house is destroyed, but the 
out-offices and walls are not much injured. 
His-Grace attended during fee whole time, 
and was very active in assisting personalty, 
and giving directions to the engines where to 
throw fee water. The Dukes of York and 
Clarence were also present, the former was 
very active and gave orders to a party of his 
regiment to work the floating engines. The 
whole loss, we learn, falls on his Grace, none 
of fee property being insured. Their Graces 
slept last night at the Duke of 
Bucdeugh's. 


MARRIED 

Tuesday, ai St Clement Danes, by the Right 
Rev. the Lord Bishop of London. Benjamin 
Gascoyne. Esq., second son of the late 
Bamber Gascoyne. Esq- and brother to the 
presens Member, to Miss Cecilia Watts, 
second daughter of H. Watts. Esq. 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 3024 


EXECUTIVE OPPORTUNITIES 


FAX: 071 481 4481 
071 782 7107 



Over 14,000 industrial organisations are building their future with Marcam Software 
making the company the world's leading supplier of Business planning systems. Through 
its two product families MAPICS and PRISM, Marcam has addressed the specific needs 
of both discrete and process manufacturing. Based on this established industry 
leadership, Marcam has now introduced the next product generation based on Client 
Server and Object Oriented technologies. Marcam has actually delivered where others 
have only promised! Marcam's past success has been based on superior products 
backed by the best people to help our clients achieve their business goals. To exploit 
these new business opportunities Marcam needs to expand an already highly focused 
and successful team throughout Europe. We’re looking for professionals with a total 
commitment to forging customer partnerships based on delivered solutions. 


ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


You will have a proven track record of selling Business Software Solutions to 
substantial organisations. You must have a consistent history of over achievement, and 
the ability to establish and maintain long term strategic business relationships. 

You are a focused and energetic team player with the authority to sell at the highest level 
to the Fortune 500 companies. 

OTE £90k plus Excellent Package. 


INTERNATIONAL KEY ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


You will be a top international sales performer, and will have 
experience and a demonstrable track record of selling package software to large multi¬ 
site, multi-national corporations. You have the ability to lead internationally focused sales 
and consultancy teams to build enterprise wide systems tailored to customers needs. It 
is unlikely that candidates under the age of 35 would have relevant experience for such 
a crucial role. Languages are a benefit, willingness to travel internationally essential. 

OTE £100k plus Excellent Package. 


IMPLEMENTATION CONSULTANTS 


You wilt have a proven track record in implementation projects in large 
multinational industrial companies and should possess a good understanding of the 
process industry. Applicants should have a high level of understanding of Client Server 
Technologies utilising both the IBM RS6000 and the HP9000 servers. Knowledge of 
PROGRESS would be an advantage. 

OTE £40k and Excellent Package. 


APPLICATION CONSULTANTS 


You are experienced in working as part of a presales team building 
solutions to customer needs. You can establish credibility at the highest level within large 
industrial organisations based on your experience and interpersonal skills. You are likely 
to have a background in multinational projects and are comfortable working in a pan- 
European team. 

OTE £50k plus Excellent Package. 

These opportunities exist in the UK, France, Germany, Belgium and Holland. Please 
indicate clearly on your CV which position you are applingfor and send It off to:- 

Rachael Duncan, Marcam Solutions, Seton House, Warwick Technology Park, 
Gallows Hill, Warwick, Warwickshire CV34 6DD. 


COMPLIANCE OPPORTUNITIES 
-PIA AND IMRO LONDON 

Up to £35,000 plus benefits 


The National Australia Bank Group, which in Europe 
includes the Qydesdale, Yorkshire Northern and 
National Irish Banks, is a highly successful 
international banking group employing more than 
50,000 people world-wide. As part of the Group’s 
continuing development of relationship banking, it will 
be launching National Australia Life in the second half 
of 1995 to provide life insurance and investment 
services through its U.K. subsidiary banks. 

The Compliance Services function based in the City is 
seeking to appoint three compliance professionals to 
develop and implement compliance and monitoring 
procedures in support of the business. 

4 ^ National 

^ Australia Group UK 


Candidates should have a track record of success in 
FSA Compliance and are likely to currently be 
working for an SRO or major life insurance/unit 
trust company. One of the post will specialise in 
IMRO Unit Trust Compliance. 

Self motivation and the ability to work under 
pressure are essential qualities, together with 
excellent verbal and written oommunciation skills 

If you are interested in joining tfafc rrritmg new 
venture please contact Human Resources on 071 726 
4060 who will be pleased to provide you with farther 
information. 


STOP WASTING TIME mailing TOO FEW RESUMES 


S75K to S400K+ EXECUTIVES call for FREE INFORMATION PACKET 


• S95K SUM Manager mailed 4500 ttrs 9/27/94. 
had 4 interviews, accepted $125K 10/25/94 

• $100K Healthcare CEO mailed 1600 ttrs, had 11 
calls, 4 interviews, Started $135K+pkg in 
preferred geography. 

• $80K Bus Analyst mailed 635 ttrs 10/11/94, had 
5 interviews, 3 offers, better pay 10/25/94 


• HOOK fattf GM mailed 9K fetters, 29 calls, 8 
interviews, 3 offers, accepted $120K 10/18/94 

• Meeting Executive accepted $200k + on 


• I70K Intanwtional Plant Manager got $120K offer 
6/22/94 on 5,000 letters. 

• $150K Exec from career accepted $300K in U.S. 


JUST ASK OUR CUSTOMERS ABOUT THEIR SUCCESS! 

Unparalleled data quality -10+ million company database - Hand select target companies - Laser printed resume 
and custom letter addressed to key executive, hand signed, & assembled. Started 1976.18 years of experience. 
Gives access to US, Asian, & European employment in UK & worldwide. 

FREE RESUME CRITIQUE & FREE MARKET EVALUATION 


USA (913) 631-3200 for free information packet WSA CORPORATION 

USA Fax;(913) 631-8818.1193 3 Johnson Drive, Shawnee, KS 66216 USA INTERNATIONAL 


DIRECTORS OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 


ENERGY SECTOR 


SOUTH ASIA/SOUTH EAST ASIA 

C455.000 + BONUS + F ULL EXPATRIATE BENEFITS 

ibfllkm company, one . TO have 

d utilities, headouarteied transactions or project development ■wflitin a capital 


• Bighly profitable Jamulti-binion company, ooeof 
the woritfs major privatised utilities, headquartered 
in the UK. 

• Has ewtewffi the **itwn a »inwgl arena, in the last few 
years to identify and develop subst a n t i al long term 
project and acquitition investment opportunities. 
Followmg recent advances, wishes to establish 
additional offices in selected marketplaces from 
which to expand equity ventures. 

• These senior level appointn^nrs will attract 


• DcmonaraWc record of success in developing a 


stnjcture and sources of project finance. 

# Gommcr cfaliy aware- entrepreneurial team playec. 


Candidates 35 are unlikely'to have the 
necessary experience, gained in positions of 
in similar roles, ideally with direct 
knowledge of relevant regions. 


Please apply in writing quoting reference 830 andyonr cranny 
of preference with foB career and salary details to: 

James Thome 

WhinMiwilMwTlnntiinteri 

4 The Courtyard, 707 Wtawicfc Road, SoHhnU B91 3DA, OK. 
Teh +<44) 21709 0909 Fan: +<**> 21 709 0479 


sensitivity. Sdftefiant, diplomatic with 
presence. 

• fmmerffate opportunities in IntHa/IndonesfcL 


in the near future. 


Whitehead 

SELECTION 


t«Ma4Nn(myilC( 





W DIVISIONAL DIRECTOR, 

® RECRUITMENT CONSULTANCY 


m- 


£ExceIIent + car 
+ benefits 


Austin 

WMKmght 


As a proven fee earning consultant, 
you're probably looking for a career 
move that offers both new challenge 
and management porential. If so, 
Austin Knight will more than match 
your expectations. With 9 UK offices, 
a £100m turnover and a substantial 
overseas presence, we’re a leading 
player in the recruitment market, 
offering a comprehensive range of 
services covering search and selection, 
business psychology, organisational 
development, outplacement and 
register-based work. 

Heading up these sendees across the 
South West, Midlands and Wales, 
you’ll be responsible for setting 
overall strategy and individual targets, 
and for ensuring high performance in 
our Birmingham, Bristol and Cardiff 
offices. You'll also be expected to 
generate your own fees: a dual role 
with double expectations, more than 
compensated by the rewards - both in 
terms of management challenge, and 
earnings potential. 


Able to make an immediate impact as 
both a manager and consultant, you’ll 
need a good first degree and a proven 
track-record in professional 
recruitment - including evidence of 
having worked with decision-makers 
up to and including Board level. We’U 
also be looking far strong ideas and 
leadership skills, both operational and 
strategic. Professional qualifications 
and knowledge of a European 
language would be especially 
welcome. 

For the tight individual, this marks a 
major step forward with an 
organisation willing to match its 
confidence - and your experience - 
with appropriate rewards. This 
includes a highly attractive basic, 
excellent bonus, car, private health 
care and pension. Location is flexible. 
To apply, please send yotir CV to 
John Skidmore, 

Managing Director ( North), 

Austin Knight Ltd, 

Tricorn House, 

51-53 Haglcy Road, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham BI6 8TP. 


Head of Administration 

World-Leading Sales & Service Organisation 


c.£35,000 + Car 


Midlands 


This £75m business, part of a multinational pic, continues to set the industry standard. Its brand 
name is synonymous with quality and state-of-the-art technology. To continue to provide the highest 
levels of service to its customers, this new, business-critical appointment will be made. 


THE POSITION 

♦ Manage administration of Services Division to achieve 
most demanding cost and efficiency targets. 

O Maintain highest customer service levels whilst optimising 
benefits of new IT systems. 

O Implement new strategic business opportunities with 
third parties. 


QUALIFICATIONS 

O Experience of successfully managing administrative function 
in service-oriented, multitocational environment. 

O Strong managerial skills with experience of recruitment, 
appraisal and motivation of staff. 

* High energy levels with ability to operate as both a strategist 
and imptementer. 


Please send full cv, stating salary, quoting ref BN4025, to NBS, Berwick House, 35 Livery Street, Birmingham B3 2PB 




, r; f.i 


/yjgrpa y nb selection ltd 

• T*".v a BNB Resources pic company 





BIRMINGHAM 021 233 4656 
-Aberdeen 0224 tJKWO • Bristol 0272 2*1 f-f 1 
Edinburgh 0JI 220 2«a • Glasgow 041 204 4334 
Leeds 0532 45J&30 ■ London 071 493 63<*2 
Manchester C625 53*^53 ■ Slough 0753 S19227 


Olivetti 


THE COMPANY - A *4bflhoa IT leader founded in 1908, active in 49 countries with 40,000 employees world-wide. Olivetti « 
one of Europe a largest IT Organismoas, showing a outstanding year on year profit in the UK. It has commined lo develop the 
corporate market, repeating the success already achieved in the Finance, Retail and Government sectors. This 
create and deliver business to the end user via the VAR and Dealer channel and has led to the creationrfdiefoU^^^ 
opportunities:- juuuwing career 


cr.gI .I FNT - BASED LONDON 


To Spearhead the UK arm of this European wide initiative, 
managing a team of Corporate Sales Executives pen e tr a ting 
Times Top 100 companies utilising the hill Olivetti product 
portfolio. This will involve working both with Corporates and 
Resellers at director level developing strategic sales 
campaigns, delivering high value, profitable revenue streams. 


Direct or Channel /Partnership e xper ience in the PC & 
Networking sector, a hands on man management approach. 
Selling to Times Top 100 corporates at a senior leveL Ability 
to win new business contracts and forge long tom 
relationships with partners. 


L EXCELLENT ■ BASED 

To be part of the succeaful Corporate Sales Team developi 
busmen opportunities in Time. Top 100 eompsmes, 
long™ strafe parmeiships on bothan/S 
and New Boaine* basU wi* toth 


channel and the drive to progress ones career 

JESS* * mmam *** one of I - 


Individuals who would like to progress their career with a forward thinking manufacturer, who will list 

contact either Ruth Ahvay, Steve Gaddes or Pierre Heymoz ax our muined Consuls MdWill*, LI'S 

8118 (Uam-4pm) alternatively send your details to them ac - 2nd Floor, 4 City Road, Finsbury Sq ua^ Lonj °° 
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National Accounts 
Controller 


Soutfi 


Director Potential 
Food Industry 

packs^e to £5(M)0Q^ar 


T his position reports inio the Sales and Marketing Director 
of a substantial food ingredients and branded products 
manufacturer. As a subsidiary of a major food pic it has a 
high level of brand recognition and it operates on a business 
partnership basis with its National Accounts. It supplies both 
food manufacturers and the major grocery multiples directly. 
Responsibility through a team of National Account Managers is 
for the development and implementation of safes strategies that 
will both enhance existing customer relationships and also open 
up new market opportunities. The role carries profit contribution 
accountability and will require extensive negotiations with major 
customer groups in a marketplace where there is significant price 
and service delivery competition. The position will include 
interface with marketing and manufacturing along with the 
development of training initiatives for the National Accounts 
Team. Candidates should be graduates aged 30-40 years with 
classic Blue Chip food industry experience. Having obtained 
your burial training in a major FMCG organisation you will have 
achieved rapid promotion in sales and will currently be 
controlling National Accounts for a significant food products or 
ingredients group. An earlier exposure to marketing is preferred 
and experience with private label products development would 
be both useful and relevant. The client is looking for star quality; 
an individual with supefb negotiation and leadership skills, a 
strategic thinker with the potential to make a Board position in 
the medium term. This is an excellent career opportunity within 
a major group for a high achiever. The benefits package is very 
comprehensive, it includes a performance bonus element and is 
commensurate with the seniority and scope of the position. 

Please forward in absolute confidence a full curriculum 
vitae to Adderley Featherstone pic, 6 Lisboa Square, 

Leeds LSI 4LY. Tel: 0532 444074. Fax: 0532 451578. 

ADDERLEY-FEATHERSTONE P k 


Executive Search • Management Selection* Hasten Rcmkcc Coasaksncj 


LONDON • BIRMINGHAM - BRISTOL • GLASGOW • LEEDS • NEWCASTLE 


MARKETING MANAGER 

DIRECT PERSONAL LINES INSURANCE 

SOUTH COAST EXCELLENT PACKAGE 


Our client s part of a major Euupean Insurance and banking goup 
with assets under management worldwide of £2%n. In the l_AC a Vef 
strategy is to drive the personal toes business forward throqgh the 
Direct Sales operation which has quiddy established a sfepScanf market 
presence with a nrnaror approaching £30m. The current focus is on 
motor and household insurance, with farther selective product 
development planned. 

To continue this success soary a Mark etin g Manager sti? he ap p qjfflpd 
to strengthen the Boecutive 'foam, consoSdare current achievements 
and isiderpin planned business development. 

The task is id take the lead role in formubting Implementing and 
monitoring the maricamg strategy: This wffl Involve the entire mot of 
marketing activities from strategic planning to the 

idemScarion and exploitation of new produce _ _ 

opportunities and their brancCng, throu^i 

suxessfUmedaadverrising, Sg^ If 

managementand effective customer research 
Projects. iWj 

Results and charge oriemaBed with strong x||j |p || 

commercial awareness and business vision the \ j B f H 

successfti canc&datE wffl be a h$£iiy motivated 


■movator possessing outstanding interpersonal and communication 
sk$s. In support of these qualities should be considerable InteBectua) 
scope for personal development with inherent leadership and general 
management potential, reafisabte within 5 years. The ideal candidate 
profle b as foflows:- 

□ degree fevd pkts formal marketing quafificatkxi 

□ marketing p ro fess i onal with 5-10 years finance! Services 
experience 

□ proven record in Direct Marketing and Database management 

□ strot^ h analytical skills, crearivity and team buflefing 

□ exposure to the general anti fie insurance martec 

If you match this profile and are ready to accept possWy the most 

chaBengjtg role of your career to tfece please 

_ male contact An excellent finanaaipadage is 

on offer inciriing relocation assistance to the 
||| j South Coast area, if appropriate. 

y||y|gpgL Send a detailed 04 hidudlng salary history, to 

LesdeAgjus, the company* advising consultant, 
|| ) ac Thompson Agus Ltd, Grange House, 

V yjjgy BroddTarnptcx^Ant^^ Cheltenham, 

Gk>s GL54 5XQ. Fax 0242 B20992. 


THOMPSON AGIUS LIMITED 


Financial Services Executive Recruitment 


THE4M&TIMES 


nil S1MI1I 1IMFS 


marketing planning manager 


Managing 

Director 

EngmeeraiSohitk^ 


North East 


c£45,000^ar 


T his small and highly successful division of a 
privately controlled group operates at the leading 
edge of composite materials technology, 
developing bespoke solutions for engineering 
' applications. They wish to appoint a dynamic, focussed 
and commercially aware executive who will develop and 
implement corporate strategies which will ensure further 
profitable expansion in the UK and overseas in a role 
which carries lull profit accountability and reports to the 
Group Managing Director. Candidates will be highly 
numerate marketing or business studies graduates aged 
under 45, able to demonstrate significant success in the 
profitable development of a small specialist business 
requiring extensive personal involvement in international 
new business development They will be team players with 
. . a positive bands on style, motivated by the prospect of an 
open ended, totally realistic, profit sharing scheme which, 
in addition to a basic salary c£35,OO0 and comprehensive 
executive benefits, wiD enable cash earnings considerably 
in excess of the indicated figure to be realised. 

Please forward in absolnte confidence a fnll 
curriculum vitae to Adderley Featherstone pic, 

The Grainger Suite, Dobson House,. Regent 
Centre, Newcastle npon Tyne NE3 3PF. 

Tel: 091 2*4 2213. Fax: 091 285 1137. 

ADDERLEY-FEATHERSTONE pk 


Executive Search • UuHgemuiI Selection • Hum Reeomca C b —uHm c j 

LONDON • BIRMINGHAM • BRISTOL • GLASGOW • LEEDS > NEWCASTLE 


London 

Times Newspapers Ltd, which is part of News International, 
is committed to delivering high quality journalism at a 
competitive price. Both The Times and The Sunday Times 
continue to lead the market with innovative advertising and 
promotional campaigns to ensure they remain at the 
forefront of newspaper publishing. 

The company now seeks an executive to manage and 
develop the substantial advertising and promotional budget 
and make key decisions on the spend and its impact on the 
overall marketing strategy. Reporting to the Marketing 
Manager, the successful applicant will analyse the current 
media spend and the benefits of other promotional 
activities, ensuring Times Newspapers Ltd is getting value 
for money. The Marketing Planning Manager will also work 


up to £40,000 plus car 

closely with the advertising and media buying agencies on 
overall media strategy. 

Applicants, who will be graduates in their late 20’s/eariy 30’s 
will need to have gained experience of developing above the 
line media strategy in either an agency, or FMCG 
environment. An understanding of the marketing mix, 
together with excellent interpersonal and analytical skills 
will also be essential. 

If you would like to be considered for this challenging and 
exciting rote in one of the largest media grotqs in theworld, 
please send your career history to Russell White quoting 
reference RW/RIV530. at Hie Lloyd Group, Alhambra House, 
27-31 Charing Cross Road, London WC2H 0AU. 
Fax: 071-925 2220. 


THE LLOYD GROUP 



BICC Brand-Rex 


JOIN THE WORLD’S LEADER IN STRUCTURED CABLING SYSTEMS 

BiCC Brand-Rex has recently created a new division for networking systems and require to fiU a rnxnbw of high 
proWe portions wffl! saff-nxxfwrtBd. goektrientotto p mft wl on rt 

BICC Brand-flax tea an unrivaled capabBty and expertise fet the data communications market end is now 
expandng Its product offer to embrace cable terminatio n ml patching equipment, passive infrastructure 
compon e nt s such as patch panels and facap*rt s e . revolutionary "Blown Ffcre” instaBation technology and a 
comprehensive range of comedora, accessories «id tools. 

SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVES 

These high prof*# positions wfll focus on key market segments with reaponsib*ty for identifying and dakvering 
complete networking s o lutions. 

It is anticipated these positions wffl be located in the South East. Midlands, and North West of En^and. 
Wa require IndMduals who posseas excellent Interpersonal sfctts and who wffl definitely be 100 per cent customer 
focused. 

You wfll thrive on negotiation and have a deer track record of searching out and securing new busfcess. 

NETWORK SOLUTIONS PRODUCT MANAGERS 

These roles have overal technical reaponslbllty tor the development of the architectures of comtex structured 
cabflng systems. You wffl asstmiate and understand the technology and application requirements of such 
systems, enabting the design of solu ti ons to meet the ctisnts needs. 

We require a degree at technical expertise and preferably a number of years experience in (he design of data 
networks. 

It is entidpetad you wffl be located In North East England or Bat Central Scotland. 

For the ric^t people we can otter a very competitive package coupled wfth the respect Mgh achievers deserve In a 
successful company. 

Please write for an a ppB ca tion form to EB e en CofvOte, WCC Brand-flex Limited, VtewfMd 
Industrial Estate, Glenrothes, Rfe KY6 2RS. 


BICCGrsup 


IBICCBrand-Rex 


A BICC Cables company 



Deutsche Telekom Ltd., 

■ , the London-based subsidiary of DBP Telekom, Europe’s largest 
telecommunications earner, is looking to recruit 

A Senior Telecommunications 
Business Development Manager (refiSBM) 

A Senior Telecommunications Account Manager 

(refiSAM) 

Telecommunications Account Managers (refiAMX) 

All positions are London-based and require 

B broad expertise. in business development (design development and 
implementation of telecommunications services) 

» good command of German (refiSBM) 
broad practical sales experience (refiSAM) 
practical sales experience (refiAMX) 

Successful candidates will receive an attractive remuneration package, together 

with generous benefits. 

Applicants should write quoting present earnings and enclosing a current CV to 
Deutsche Telekom Ltd., 33 Broadwick Street, London W1V 1FR. Please mark 
envelopes with the relevant job ref code. 


Recruitment Manager 

Central London - to £30k plus benefits 

Rapid expansion in the European practice of a prestigious international management consulting firm has created 
a challenging opportunity for a highly skilled recruiting professional. In order to support continued growth, the 
firm has decided to create a new dedicated recruitment role. 

The Recruitment Manager will have a key role to play in building the firm's practice in Europe. 

Responsibilities will include: 

• Assisting Partners and Consultants with the development of our annual recruitment plans and programmes 

• Logistics management for our overall BA and MBA recruitment activities fcandidate screening, campus 
presentations, interviewing, candidate follow-up, special events etc.) 

• Liaison with University and Business School campuses 

• Hosting candidates during office visits 

The successful candidate will be a skilled and resourceful organiser, with a record of achievement in 
a comparable role. 

Experience of dealing with business schools and of the management consultancy profession are advantageous. 

Interested candidates should send a detailed CV to: Peter Aves, Marakon Associates. 

1-3 Strand, London, WC2N 5HP, including details of current remuneration and availability. 

Marakon Associates 
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I Search & 

| Selection 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Bir mingh am 

Excellent Salary, 
Bonus, Benefits & Car 


Hogget! Bowers Is widely recognised as one of Britain’s leading Search 
& Selection organisations. Recently endorsed by achieving ISO 9002 , 
our reputation has been built upon our commitment to quality 
and excellence. 

As a result of our continued growth and development, opportunities 
exist for outstanding Search & Selection consultants to join our team 
in Birmingham. 

Candidates should possess a good first degree, ideally a professional 
post graduate qualification and must demonstrate a proven track 
record within a professional recruitment environment, together with 
the ability to develop business at the highest level 

In return Hoggett Bowers provides exceptional training and career 
development and the opportunity to join one of Britain’s most 
progressive Recruitment Groups. 

We also invite applications from candidates interested in working In 
our London and Manchester offices. 

To apply, please send your Curriculum Vitae detailing 
current salary package to: Cindy Irvine, Managing 
Director; Hoggett Bowers, 5 Bream's Buildi n gs, Chancery 
Lane, F.onHrw EC 4 A iDY. quoting Ref HCI/ 6348 /ST. 





EXECUTIVE SEARCH AND SELECTION 


Head of 
Production 

(Blow-Fill-Seal Technology) 
Cheshire 

c.£ 4 $,qoo Package 


^ ._ r * trans-national business is a centre. o£ 

This independent ^* v ^^** festest growing eye car® company in the 
excellence and part plant andequlpmem;the 

world. Following a major e ^ ienczd production 

company now wlshesto PP^ fts extremely sophisticated 

- 

Mana g? neat sizeable number of prodikfidn 

** bU tT- ensure that high quality cost- 

nr Lde ****** “•****'“ sched “ fe 

^ _ 4C —h educated to degree level you.will.come 

MMO tecto^where c«t reduction, enlace chuyand 
fixjm a MKr u nac»srwu»j h-en achieved. The successful 

^ senior produdfon 


w-' - 

interest are applicants with khonfie^ of fiqirid fiffing 
_ we j» 03 gMP and the Medical Deinces EfirecttVfc 
pro^Sts are excellent fee acominetcially ttfindSA 

manner able to inqsict on the business. . ... O-l- 

Interested candidates should, in the first ins tance , 
submit a CV to Derek Hayne* 

Amethyst House, Spring Gardens, 

Mz iEA. 661-832 0445 .^ ® 6 i -«32 0069 , quoting 
RefMDH/ 6331 /ST. 7 .. . ; _ 


w/. 

E&<« 



W Fra nklin Mint is the world's leading creator of fine quality a 
W collectables and one of the largest direct response marketers. 

f, They are now looking to add three key roles to their team which 
: is based in London Docklands. 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
SUPPORT - Europe 

| As potential successor to the Vice President and General 
Manager - Europe, you will direct the operations support 
| functions vital to the success of Franklin Mint’s business activities 
. in Europe. 

People and information systems resources which support our 
: Customer Service and marketing operations are critical in our 
direct marketing environment. You will be responsible for 
. providing effective support in these areas and for developing 
, and implementing progressive new systems to meet our future 
business needs. 

‘ You are likely to be energetic and ambitious, with the maturity 
and presence to direct this key area. You should demonstrate a 
strong understanding of direct marketing/customer service 
operations as well as consumer credit control and collections 
methods with a strategic understanding of information systems 
and computer operations. An effective line manager, you will 
have excellent analytical skills and a strong business acumen. 
Ref. LH/FM/1094. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
TRAINING MANAGER - Europe 

We are looking for a results oriented, highly motivated 
professional with a history of achievement in the development 
and implementation of training programmes and the 
demonstrated ability to contribute to operational improvement 
initiatives. A “process’’ thinker, you will help advance our efforts 
to improve our service performance throughout the UK and 
continental Europe. 

To fill this key Pan-European support role, we seek a strong 
leader with excellent communication skills, as you will work 
closely with the Customer Service groups in our eight European 
offices and liaise with our US headquarters. You must be hilly PC 
literate. Previous experience with online Customer Service 
systems and European language skills are d e fi n i t e pluses. 

Ref. LH/FM/1194. 

MANAGER, CUSTOMER 
SERVICE OPERATIONS - UK 

Reporting lo the Director of Customer Service - Europe, you wfil 
lead our UK Customer Service operations, including Mail 
Operations, Order and Payment Processing, Product Returns and 
the Inquiry Phone Centre. A strong leader with service quality 
vision, you will motivate a team of over 70 Customer Service 
prof ess io nals in delivering excellent standards of service to our 
UK customer base- You will work cross-fanctionaDy to supp o r t 
and influence Marketing, Fulfilment and Information Systems. 

You bring your past su c c e sses in managing high volume service 
and processing operations, ideally in a direct marketing or mail 
order environment. In addition, you must possess a solid 
understanding of computer and call management (ACD) syste m s 
and offer strong project management and analytical skills. 

ReL LH/FM/1294. 

If you can meet these criteria and perform well in a demanding, 
fast moving environment, Franklin Mint can offer you exceptional 
opportunities. 

Applicants should write in Che first instance, enclosing a full 
CV and details of current salary, to Lorraine Home, Mexcuri 
l Urval Limited, Spencer House, 29 Grove Hill Hoad, i 
\ Harrow, Middlesex H2L3 3BN. TeL (081) 863 8466. Fax A 
^ (081) 861 1978. Please quote the relevant reference 
number on all correspondence. 


Mercuri Urval 


Our client, a highly successful, fast expanding customer service 
organisation concerned with the processing of high volume customer 
transactions, is currently seeking a first rate. 

FINANCE MANAGER 


c£45k + Benefits Near Edinburgh 

The following key requirements have been identified as essential in 
order to succeed in this challenging role: 

• You will be professionally qualified with a number of years 
experience ar a senior level within a large and dynamic 

organisation. 

• With a proven track record you will be able to demonstrate the 
technical and managerial flair ro run a busy finance department 
and all of its operational, development and control functions. 

• You will be extremely flexible and energetic with the ability to 
work under pressure in a dynamic but exciting environment. 

In addition to a highly attractive salary, a comprehensive package 
will be offered. 

To apply, please write in the strictest confidence, enclosing your 
CV stating current salary', to: 

Craig Paterson, Managing Director SS 

MehriBe Craig Executive Resonrcing Melv,l« Cxaig 

26 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3EP Ref CP Croup 


GENERAL SALES MANAGER 
Birmingham 

REHAU Limited ia Europer* largest processor of tfVCpartsandiwasignHieant 
manufachaing and sates pres e nc e m the UK. Wa manufacture components for a 
wide range of industrial appScattons, pravtfng quaBy products, tor among* 
others, window. d om estic app ia n ca , ul u c trt m l, automotive and fijmftjre 
industries. 

We are loofcing far a General Salas Manger to head tp our MtBands region 
operation. 

Reporting to the UK Sales and Maritefing Director the successful candktate wffl 
have fUflre ip o nsM ty to the etfctenCT and pru fltaMB y of the buwness within Ms 
region. He/she wffl control a team or Area Spies Managers as well as internal 
Sates AdmMstrato&. Control of the warehouse is atso a key resporaUBy 
involving puttering and stack confeuL You wfiba con ce rned wflipfartig and 
budgeting and the normal tl sd pine s of setting and me e Sng sates targets. In 
addteon you wl take personal dwge of certain tege key accounts. 

The successful candktate W have had substantial industrial sates experie n ce as 
well as the efoect experience of managbig a sates team. HefehewBbaabteto 
work in a technical environment arid Meaty would haws a degee or qquwafenl 


A working kn o w le dg e of German is a desirable requirement» you wfl be involved 
in frequent contact wlh aw German parent company. 

V\fe offer a corujettfve satary and terms and contfifions of employment 
commensurate with this hey m a n apw iiant position. 

Abase write wflft CV and salary detaSs toe 
Mr D Bunfdga, Director - Personnel at REHAU Ltd, 

Pegasus Cart. 27 Herechel Street. Slough, Bertshfre SL1 tPA. 
(STRICTLY NO AGENCES) 



MANAGEMENT CONSULTING: 
TEXTILES AND CLOTHING 

We need «periencad consuftams to wteport the growth in our 
i nte rna tion a l practice in the fixe, textile and dotting indu s tries. Ore 
services include strategic buamen muuerrh and analysis, ma rketing, 
technology poficy aid management trailing. 

Previous in ter na tional e xperienc e in or target Industries is sssenttel. 
inducting recent in-depth exposure to one or more of ths apparel, horns 
fas hi o n s and technic a l taxtite supply chains. Fluent Europae n languages 
would be a dteti n ct advantage. 

* CONSULTANTS: with a strong grouxting in the techniques of strategic 
busmen analysts and management cowriting and good project leadership 
and cSant ma n a gement experience, probably gaine d by working for a large 
taxtfle group or an inter na t i o na l conadting firm. Thera are 
opport u nities at al tere te of s e n iority, n do c s ti on may not be nec essa ry. 

* ASSOCIATE CONSULTANTS: who wish to be on our la y arar of 
inctependerrt expert o o n s dte nta who are s rete bte to work on aita t na tional 
projects as they ariee. Key areas of expertise indude: mamtocturing. 
systems, logistics, technology, acco u nting and finance, in ter nati o na l trade 
and i i i d il uri kig . ma nagement tr a ining and company mtractreing. 

Please send written ap pfca ii ons. inducting a data i ad CV, to Emma Howe 
at the a ddre ss below. 


Peter House 
SI Petal's Square 
Manchester M15AQ 
Tel: 01612360303 
Fax: 01612360310 


■■ David Rigby 
U Associates 

MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 
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CAREER MOVERS* 
COMPANION 


affecting the basks and c ontribu ting 
positively to poficy and the 

ftMjr dilution of tee hanky lUntoQS with 
outside boefiea. The wote wfll entafl thorough 
rescudi and an enlytical a p p ro a c h and aa 
ixn p on xm ftet o r to any r™***—* win be an 
abffity 10 take fo r war d cncnpkrr or 

policy bsoes. 

Tbe Asso c i atio n agoing through a period of 
change and development. la particular there 
is a need to position the organisation to 
respond mare ef fec tiv ely to tee changing 
m ar k e t place for fi na ncial services. The bey 
a ttrib u t e * r eq uir e d are intellect, flexMity 
and drive. lapericace of tec 
aavi ce s industry would be useful bat not 
essential is there w2 be comiderahk 
opport unitie s to develop experience arrow a 
brad bare m chn fing dealing with 
government departments and nntitntious 
w ith 1 n ifrri Emupesn cofluuoity. 

C omp e ti tive sabry o fl b ed a ro un d £35,000 - 
£40,000 drprnrtin g an npcrie nc e . trite a 
number otfasr beoefi^L 

A pp fica at a teqotd write, with their CV atxl 
derails of co nea t salary, to Mkhad Tme. 
Director. Ad m i n hbatio n. 10 Lomtand Street. 
London EC3V 9EL qiwtin s n dcrence 
8T12J4l 


SALES CONSULTANTS 

OTE £25/£50K 

Wamnmwi—insisUMSmhMr s^, 1^. 
toe M toas res nc twva tan an law t v te m i ty i toni sa Mr 
rdtatalfejr and perfor ma nce. 

VMrrean spttltoUfitatoOmglMs. SV66xmn el roe. who 
new to am a aUaHidCtKH Mat wared MHi ttw 

- - ~1 - |-- r tTimrs M l I S ill) ..I n n_rr IIII 

(to cna^mi wMk aarewmsttr wto stMeted Btoto Arena. 
Medu Cadres. S eaontfc O s ta rea and Cotr Coarm tar 3/3 
weeks el a tone. 

ow w q wn ded rn i n iidisd nnarlina e h x irmnud iimanlsaBnm 
and ta available on an canal oppo rtu nity basis. Sales 
of to***? and am? shored rto»- 

NORMAN HAMPEL 0253 783234 (24 HOURS). 



For yoor tatanatwm H 

FREEPHONE 
0800 622414 


SAME DAY 
CV COMPANY 
0753 890243 


Ai Tetra Laval Food 

NEW STRATEGIC POSTOON 

PACKAGING SYSTEMS TEST ENGINEER 

Tetra Laval Food, part of the^Tetra Laval Group specialising in supplyiiag 
c omple te procesang and packaging solutions to the food industry, are 
looking for an experienced Packaging Systems Test Engineer who can take 
the initiative working in a strategic packaging devdopment team. The 
position is challenging with extensive travel and excellent career prospects as 
you would expect from an international group. The candidate must he able 
to communicate in German and be fluent in EngBdi in both written and 
spoken form. The position wfll report to the Vice President Packagingin the 
Business Area Convenience Food and wfll be based near Eindhoven in the 
Netherlands. 

The position 

The Systems Test Engineer wfll be responsible for: v 

• Validating new machine and material developments 

• Specifying machine parameters 

• Solving machine and material problems ; * 1. 

• Systemising new material developments .. 

• Visiting customers throughout Europe 

The ability to understand thermoforming machine behaviour is a key requi-, 
ate. Applicants must have a packaging background. "■' 


Candidates should have at least 3 years relevant experience together with the 
necessary qualifications and have a dynamic forward thinking approach. 

Please send your C.V. together with a personal letter of appheation to 
Mr M. van den Einden, Personnel Department, P.O. Box 1, Beekakker 11, 
5760 AA Bakel, The Netherlands. 


Production Director 


MD DESIGNATE 

£35,000 + bonus + car + benefits 


Cheshire 


Our client is a profitable and expanding light 
engineering company within a major pic, 
manufacturing a diversified range of quality 
products and components for a wide customer 
base. 

Tbe current turnover is £4 million and die 
company has a continuing commitment to new 
product development, quality, selective capital 
investment, improvement in its manufacturing 
efficiency and quick response to customer 
demand and mark er trends. 

Responsibility is for all aspects of production 
from receipt of order to 
despatch. You should have a 
strong production engineering _ 

background, and ‘hands on’ line 


management experience with a unionised labour 
force in a flexible fast moving engi neerin g 
environment using modern production methods. 

Educated to degree level or equivalent, it is 
essential you have the ability to motivate at all 
levels by hard work, pe r so na l commitment *iyl 
good communication skills. 

This is an excellent opportunity to join a wdl 
established group, with the right candida te 
capable of progres sin g to the MD position 
within two years. 

To apply, please write with full personal 
and career details tee Mike Hunter, 
MSL Advertising Se rv ic es Limited , 
Court, Westgate, Leeds 
«P LS14ND. 


Ve r t i 5 i n g 



GRADUATE TRAINEE 




Balmoral Scanamm to a progressive company 
market** high quattyttennae systems. Doe to 
CMilluUe d expansion wv now have a peauip. 
opportunity fqr a comrnerctafly ortentated graduate 
C21-2S) to lota our team. 

WWe or fox; F Franditno, 

Balmoral Scanranai. 

Mallanl Owe. 

Emta Barfim. (016 OJF. 

Fax 0604 81188 S 


I ;• CDOA 

InterExec 


(Wl Qtt M yr. Queer 
ST/SQ fa on aa» owl 


Europe's leading career management and outplacement consultancy Interior 

has nearly 20 yean,' experience of career development for senior execurives^Td 
many of Bn tain s largest companies. ° 

Accessing over 6.000 unadvertised vacancies a year, mostly at £40 -150 000 n a 
InterExec provides clients with vital market intelligence and its subsidiary P 
InterMex. makes personal recommendations from its candidate bank with™.r 
charge, to an extensive network of contacts. 

Call Keith Mitchell Or Nicki Payne __ 

DOA on0l7t 930 50^1 on0.7^,.35 * 

19 Charing Cross Road. 1 GrnsvetKir Square 013 1 2258414 

Exec London WC 2 H OES Southampton SO 13 2SB. ^2JG 


“—*- 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 4481 


EXECUTIVE OPPORTUNITIES 


071 782 7107 


JisH. . 

lWfc\ 


’dor 


(T <j International Information Provider 

Dcii ctcim Sales Manager, 

information UK & Scandinavia 

C£30,000 + Commission + Bonus + Car United Kingdom 

LMlengjug position for information professional with s trong sales experience. 

B cv istcm Information Systems holds a pre-eminent position in its marketplace an oatstanding 

worldwide reputation, as a publisher of chemical information databases, software systems and 
hard copy. In order to service art increasing Client base it is now aski ng an outstanding sales 
professional to expand operations in the UK and Scandinavia. 

Your ch al le n ge and m issi o n is to intensify the contact with its customers in ™ »« T rh information, 
centre^ to satisfy existing needs and identify and secure new markets in this rapidly evolving arena. 

E d uc at ed to at least degree level, yon wlD be able to demonstrate a successful record in high-level sales, 
pre ferab ly in the information industry. A knowledge of or interest in the chemical or ptmnnnqffu t fest 
sectors would be desirable, but proven business acumen and the authority an d competence to cany 
out negotiations at the highest level win be prer e qui sites. 

The position offers a generous incentive programme yurt time opportunity to join a dynamic 
corporation in the next stage of its development 

Please send full CV, stating salary, Ref S5316 to: 

Andrt Morris 
TFFL Ltd 

17 - 18 Britton Street 

I? London 

EC 1 M 5 NQ 


Editor 


uwr BBC Monitoring 

BBC Monitoring is Britain's national agency for the collection and dissemination of 
Information and comment on political and economic developments throughout the world as 
transmitted by foreign broadcasting organisations and news agencies. 

Editor Monitoring is responsible to the General Manager Cor all aspects of the journalistic 
operation involving some 360 staff The job covers establishing editorial policy in line with 
business needs and meeting diverse and often conflicting customer requirements efficiently 
and effectively. The job holder will be responsible for managing an on-going process of 
change as well as Implementing recommendations arising out of a recent Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office led Review of Monitoring. 

You must have substantial editorial experience at a senior level with a proven track record 
of managing people, resources and implementing change- You must also have the ability to 
negotiate enabling agreements with key customers, both internal and external You will need 
to demonstrate that you have the diplomatic and interpersonal skills necessary to implement 
the required changes to work practices, staff skills and attitudes. You win be expected to 
acquire an understanding of BBC Monitoring's business needs quickly. You will be the deputy 
to the General Manager and overseas travel is required. 

Salary S60 -S56k package, including company car and private health insurance. 
Relocation expenses will be considered. Based Reading, Berkshire. 

For farther information and an application form contact (quote ref 17499/SM) Charlotte 
Dodd, BBC Monitoring, Caversham Park, Reading, Berkshire RG4- 8TZ. Tek 01734 439347. 

Application forms to be returned by January 12th. 

Interviews will be held on 9 February 1995. 

WORKING FOB EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 


lUn~ 


MARKETING 

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 

Computing power, marketing strength 
Circa £32k + car + benefits 






A wholly owned but autonomous subsidiary within Mitsubishi 
Electric, Apricot Computers limited designs and manufactures IBM 
compatible PCs, file servers and workstations. Only one thing 
compares with the power of our products - and that's our 
marketing strength. Together, they've positioned us. as a market 
leader in the UK. Together they promise much for the future. And 
together they add up to this exciting marketing challenge. 

Taking a pivotal role within an innovative and market driven 
organisation, you'll spearhead all central marketing communications 
activities. Managing a professional team and its budget, this Is a 
significant challenge where results will be expected - so we’ll give 
you full responsibility for all aspects of this work, from selection of 
agencies and consultants through to the design and implementation 
of marketing campaigns (including product launches, and 
exhibitions). You'll also act as a frontline- media spokesperson, so 
well be looking for a talented marketeer who's equally at home In 
the hot seat and the spotlight. 

A strong communicator, you should be a graduate with at least 
5 years' marketing experience in a similarly fast growing and rapidly 
changing business preferably within the IT industry. You must also 
possess the skills and credibility to lead a dedicated team and 
contribute to corporate marketing strategy - so well be looking for 
a proven crack record of management, both operational and 
strategic. 

Reporting to the Group Marketing Director, and arising 
through a mix of growth and internal promotion, this role carries 
outstanding potential and benefits. 


Ifyou befieve you 
hove the ifght mix 
of sk&, please send 
your full CV to 
CUffPoweB, 

Personnel Manager, 

Apricot Computers 
Limited, 

3500 Parkside, 
Birmingham 
BusmessPark, 
Birmingham 

B37 7YS,orErMaa 
director: 

e&flp@apricoLCOMk. 


apricot 


A VJT5HBISH! ELECTR!: 


WE DISCRIMINATE 
ONLY ON ABILITY 





SUPREME HEADQUARTERS ALLIED 
. t POWERS EUROPE 

located at Casteau near Mons 

Sw*.i applicants from NATO countries for the post of Senior T nim to to t/I iittjprcuj. 
NATO Grade U-3 in its linguistic Service*. 

Re£ ST 19 . . 

-Tbe foflowipg essential quaBfieations are required: 

—Excellent proficiency m English, at fee level of a wefl-edoented native speaker: 

— Very good proficiency in French. - 

— Relevant univ e nit y degree or equivalent professional qoafificatiop m the 

fingnforin field. ... 

— ‘ At least 5 years related experience. 

— Ability to translate from Fresrdt w Engfoh. 

— Ability to iiaepre t from English to Trench and vioe vena in afl modes. - 
_ Willingness to use ADP systems. > 

The candidate selected wffl beoffered tax initial 3*ear contract. 

Ratat fts are net and competitive. 

trrinee benefits include: family allowance^ veiy complete health insurance coverage, 
pSSox, scheme and expatriation aflownnces.fbr aoa«wlents. 

AnnKeatiims auotiiig the above title and reference should he wea with detailed CV 
postmarked not later than 4 weeks after the dale tfpahbcaaons 
of W the following address 

> 

Chief BeeraitBWtt__ 

SHAPE - IHSC-HRM 
B-78I0 SHAPE 
BELGIUM 




Outstanding opportunities 
for Channel Sales Specialists 



There is no question that Rank Xerox is one of the 

MOST HIGHLY RESPECTED COMP.\NIES IN THE OFFICE 
PRODUCTS MARKET. TRADITIONALLY THEY HAVE LED THE 
FIELD IN THE SALE OF PRODUCTS AND SERVICES TO END 
USERS AND MAJOR CORPORATES. DUE TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF NEW MULTIFUNCTION DEVICES AND 
TECHNICALLY ADVANCED PERIPHERALS IT’S FUTURE 
DIRECTION REQUIRES SIGNIFICANT EXPANSION OF CURRENT 
INDIRECT CHANNELS. ACCORDINGLY RANK XEROX NOW 
SEEK EXPERIENCED CHANNEL SALES PEOPLE. 

Dealer Account 
Managers 

North, Midlands 
& South West 
Exceptional Package + Car 

Reporting to the Channel Operations 
Manager you will be responsible for 
building and developing key distributor, 
dealer and IAR accounts in your territory. 
As an instrumental manager Qf these 
accounts you loiti provide commercial sales 
and marketing support to ensure the 
successful launch of new products and the 
achievement of realistic revenue goals. Jb 
qualtfyfor these positions you will have 3-5 
years channel sales experience and must be 
able to demonstrate a successful track 
record in targeting and developing named 
reseller accounts in the TT/high tech sector. 


Deajler Support 
Executives 

North or South 
£18,000-£25,000 + Car 
Full or Part Time 

Working closely with the Dealer Account 
Managers you will ensure resellers focus 
on and are capable of selling Rank Xerox 
products and solutions. You will have daily 
contact with customers in the field and wUl 
be responsible for the design and delivery 
cf sales, marketing and training initiatives 
to build The Document Company’s position 
as a leader in the market 
Candidates with 2-5 years sales, marketing 
or training experience in the JT/high tech 
market uKtuld be preferred. However, 
given the flexible nature of the roles, 
individuals looking for part time hours 
or fob sharing opportunities would 
be seriously considered. 

Corporate Account 
Specialist 

North/Scotland & Midlands 
c£35,000-c£40,000 + Car 

Reporting to the Channel Operations 
manager this key individual will have 


The document company 

RANK XEROX 


y Road Directorate 


Engineers for 
overseas assignments 

The Danish Road Directorate seeks highwayeng/n- 
eers for overseas assignments in South America, 
Asia or'Easiem Europe. 

For ongoing and up-coming projects we seek en¬ 
gineers within the following fields: 

• Pavement Management System 

• Human Resource Development 

• Construction Supervision 

• Transport Economy 

■ Highway Engineering. 

Good working knowledge of either Spanish or 
Engfish required 

Engineers with overseas experience and at least 
five years of professional experience wiO be prefer¬ 
red. 

Please forward detailed CVto: 

The Danish Road Directorate 
hte ma Honaf Department 

Niels JuelsGade 13 
DK-1Q20 Copenhagen K, Denmark 
Fax+4533322107 

The Omfeft fioad Directorate /W amiOyomseas projects a 
Asfa,£38tmBvDpcandSou{ft AnericawSfm ftetranEpoflsoc- 
ferftritefariftidtejaara.TTteDanfsftRltMrfDracfcrafelra 
tiododoi&se&pivjetiski mm than 25 countries aRo*er the 
watt 


Sales Director 

Packagmg/Carton - Package 
..60K + Car, Board Potential 

We are a well respected independent London 
based photographic and repro grap hic company 
utiHsmg the very latest electronic equipment 
mdutfing Qoantd Graphic Paintbox and Silicon 
Graphics. We have produced memorable work 
of the highest quality for a wide range of existing 
cheats. 

You arc a dynamic determined person with 
outstanding qualities to bring to an equally 
dynamic determined young team. Yon recognise 
good quality work and have the ability to pass on 
that knowledge to existing and prospective 
clients. Yon will be expected to generate £450K- 
£500K. of new business within die first 12 
months. Your strategic exceDence and your 
relevant skills will have a major impact on our 
firm. We aim to re w ard the right candidate well, 
and to offer an interesting fixture career. 

To find out more send your C.V. 
to Box No 2634 



Mfo only rfiscrfrnfriste on aMfifjr 




Grants •/ Dalvey 

PRODUCT 

DESIGNER 


Cuiti of Dahay is a young and ea pai a Un g award 
wi nn ing Compa n y breed near Invuuiasu. We 
u niq u e hig h quality gifts and e«tre " "t v 
mch re the Baton? T etoacopi c Cop and the Dalvey 
Voyagre Clod, deafened in a fa rin lMo Sadi arifing 
wuHdwido to crep u gate ad order and retail nonketa. 
Ha post erf Product Doafenor is a new ana. It is a 
■tiimihiiug challenge involving taking a product from 
concept to pradnetian. t raanparei n g e u ur ciu g of raw 
m»if«»i| am} brought in components, *i^pfTf'fli**™c and 
Hawin g with s u pp B f, tearalEng and ana* general 
ranted : w eeate h . 

Wa are looking fin- anm e one who will coordinate and 
develop original idrea and hare an intaart in hi atn ri cal 
A—i gri , jmiii ninrjy of dreaic products. 

Om d id a t M, who ahoidd have a proven Mlwaucr, w31 
need to be nompnter-Btareto and e nro b to c faBMy 
with re an nh et ori ng preoare with an appreci a tion of 

■nwmi wiw w mI principles. 

The Product Designer ariB report J iw t b to the 
Man ag in g Director. The post wifi be attractively 
wwi m n w farf wnA nft/nrn MT\ o nwr opportunity. 

Ap p Hf a tk nre am faavitod in writing to 
Sir Patrick Grant of Dalvey BL LLB, 
Granto of Dalvey, klnnas, Hire rfiira,lVl7 OXT. 



Sky Television, the hau ling pay-tefeviaren broadcaster in 
the UK and Republic of Jrebml, is caneotiy a 

Pngea M a n agg for the Engin ee rin g and Services 
Department. 

The su co ewfi i l c andi d at e will have ext e nsi ve satellite 
tdevisiaa experience inchnfing a wide knowledge of 
Cwi cfition al Access sys tem s and win have been 
previo u sl y involved in the management, pfenning A 
installation ftrisrin 

Expertise in all aspects of television broadcast systems is 
required, along with exp er ien ce in the play out of a 
w flmhw of p m unm Mi shnuhafieously involving the 
controlled insertion of a number of differing commercial 

mil p m mnriflwl plimim 

Proficiency in the area of digital r c w n prrw i nn erf 
Mim mu f wJ anti material with Btn\ 

repfey of the material from computa- disc and server 
breed Technology and psevions hmjhresnent in the 

implementation of data co mp re ss ioo lystennisege nti a L 
If you meet the above criteria, p l e a s e send your CV to; 
Tiua Devis, Sky Tdevirion, 6 Centams Buadnoss Park, 
Grant Way, Unwcalh, Middlesex, TW7 5QD. 


At a crossroads 
in your career? 


Tsfr to awfel ihafrey. 9 year mreg priadW s 
£25-£12K red yre'n reedy hr detidn adka, 
wl gwfa you to tfas qgfe dodskn. 

Far sm tfam 40 fun re few tore helping 
flflABw shr red woman, with nprima at a 
nsiorlmlMi Aasnsl potonffed, orcopfl rift 
redwing. K yre'n tomraktod to udwvtojp- 
-Piareaflre ■ A aew id ■ A fresh shat 
Yea asfend Cangfint *9 petfk 


Bristol 
S',vcn i;"i 
S: Albsns 



racagtritW tafisg 

• HVaOFftBfT - hdMnd amsdbg 

-snunor 

- daw cawr risks 


ml**dm 

■ IttCIKS 

- rerere Is 


saaftrwtbri (du 

Ub you to 

ihastaL 01 bs 

071 580 6771 

-WWI1 

35/3? HnvSnmksW»5tf' 


Njwnstls 

tdirtbur-nh 

GioJjcw 


responsibility for targeting major corporate 
accounts and working with selected 
resellers on negotiation andJUffilment 
of large, solution orientated contracts. 

You util ensure maximum penetration of 
new and existing accounts, promoting the 
Rank Xerox brand and will monitor, 
control and report business progress both 
iiuemally al Rank Xerox and externally 
to your chosen resellers. 

Ideally you wUl have at least 3 years 
direct sales experience in the PC/p0tix 
automation environment. You must be able 
to demonstrate a successful track record 
qf new business development and account 
management and possess the character 
and personality to manage tasks 
through others- 

In aU cases we are looking for individuals 
with exceptional interpersonal and 
communication skills who can demonstrate 
a dear understanding qf commercial 
issues and opportunities. 

To express your interest in any of 
these positions please unite 
enclosing your curriculum vitae 
to our advising consultants - 
Andrew Bailey or William Barribal 
at Michael Page Sales A Marketing 
ff'indsor Bridge House, 

1 Brocas Street, Eton, 

Berkshire, SLA bBW, 

Fax 01753 830SS9. 


Michael Page Sales & Marketing 


GET THAT JOB 
IN 1995! 

BRITAIN'S LARGEST NETWORK 
OF OFFICES CAN HELP YOU ACCESS THE 
UNADVERTISED MARKET 


9 Executives fe the range £20k-£200k find n«w and better jobs. 
9 Contact a specialist store of our centres of excellence for a 
free consultation. 9Special service for Lady Executives. 
London (0171) 734 3879 


Bristol (011791308 HS7 
Cambridge (01223) 25 0988 
Crawhty 101283108 0998 
E. Midlands (01832) 62 0898 
Edinburgh (0131) 220 2888 
EQhem (01784) 07 0998 
Exeter (013921 445 344 
Glasgow {0141)069 6071 
GuDdford (01483) 29 0998 


Liverpool (01B11478 0990 
Maidstone (01622) 61 0998 
Manchester (0161) 455 0988 
Nawresda {01911 415 0903 
Oxford (01885) 798 400 
S. Coldfield (0121) SOS 0998 
Warwick 01928) 02 0990 
Winchester fomz) 70 0998 


wEEmm 

7m 


SALES AREA MANAGERS 

Schools & Colleges 
OTE 35 K -f- Car 

Bramcom Computers Pic., too mnovutorand British 
manufacturer of ‘Mrs* (Electronic A tt end an ce 
Registration System) is the marital tender in fen 
field of advanced technology to schools and 
cottages and now wishea to fuel a business 
expansion programme by appointing ambitious and 
already achieving Seles Area Managers in the 




Successful CendktatM, who era lafekely to be toss 
than 25 yean of age. should be able to 
demonstrate excelem communication skate and on 
impressive track record in sating high value IT 
systems to Schools and Cottages, together with a 
teiving ambition to succeed and higher than 
average deificati on which wifl be needed in this 
chaQengtog but highly rewarding career 
opportunity. 

C.V. to Head of Sates Ironnm Co mpe te nt Pic 
417-421 fouerisy Road. Down* am, 
Brarefey, Kant, BR14PJ. 


ART DIRECTOR and DESK-TOP 
PUBLISHING DESIGNER 

Japanese Advertising agency has vacancies fin- the 
following positions: 


To be responsible fix design of advertisements and 
kaDets in Japanese. Knowledge and experience of 
design work and fluency in spoken and written 


To be fiw iwynwinn and formatting of aU 

doaxmarta knowledge «nd experience of DTP 
TWjpiing nnrf fluency m spnkm and writlMi lapunf** 

is essential. 

Good salary and benefits. Reply Box No 2665 


TRAINEE BRANCH MANAGER 
Puet ewp e nsl nmeerearere 
four thaineEtoahch managers 
- aged 23 to 4S tor the London and Kant area. 

• £ 25.000 OTE in your tow 



WHYAM 1 
GUTTING 
.NOWHERE FAST; 



Ibi Marioeflna Dqt. I 
fUD CV Id ta No i 


A NEW SALES 
CAREER FOR 1995 
MAIDSTONE, KENT 

N« hut a «*Mt job tod a career 
for an rootercM nh« 

uwvnnwMh a h u e» eve nt 
weuxdhrtM taw unaapecti to 
15n ubo ttMq advancement 
-Jntnsea aq*wm a ndcaea Inc 
EXc satiny, adore opOont end 
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IF VtXJ LIVE M KENT on 

tXJBBSC, CALL ANY DAY 
AND LEAVE A MESSAGE 
NMt Stop Ltd lAeanv) 

Td 01580 892946 






















































































TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 071 481 4481 


"the TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER gj&j. 

GENERAL APPOINTMENTS j 


Two Senior Professionals - International Oil Industry 


This Group is active in the international petroleum industry, with well developed activities in the Middle 
- East-and extensi\re~refining, marketing and retailing activities throughout Europe. 


Translator/English and 

Arabic Speech Writer 

Egypt - 


Strategy Analyst 


Trader and Coordinator 


A multi-national company based in Cairo seeks a ■: 

direct operational experience in the international business arena. 


Based in London and travelling in Europe and die Middle East, you will 
be part of a team coordinating our long term European activities and 
business development with the parent company in the Middle East 


You will analyse new business opportunities mainly in the Middle 
East, but also within Europe, and will evaluate and prepare 
Implementation In close cooperation with the Head Office in the 
Middle East. 


You are a business graduate with a minimum of five years' oil 
Industry experience from both supply and marketing. In particular, 
you are fluent in Arabic and have excellent written and oral 
communication skills. 


A highly competitive package together with the opportunity to 
develop an international career is available. 


Based In London and travel&ng In the Middle East you will be part 
of a small team trading crude and refined oil products in bulk on 
behalf of a major supplier In the Middle East. 

You wlD rte fl l with both long term contracts and spot and, although 
most activities are In sales, you will also cover shortages between 
our own supply and the demand from our retail sales activities. 

You will also coordinate the activities of the Regional Sales Office in 
London with the Head Office for Sales and Supply hi the Middle 
East, through extensive contacts on a local level. 

You are a business graduate with a minimum of five years’ oil 
Industry experience, mainly in trading and supply- You are fluent In 
Arabic and have excellent written and oral communication skffls. 

A highly competitive package together with an opportunity to 
develop an international career In trading and supply is available. 


The Position: . • ' ; ^ 

The role is dedicated to translating variousdocumm^ 

on developing and writing first-class speeches in both English and Aratocfcrthe 

company’s dynamic Managing Director. . . v;: 


The rawdidgl^* . -v > t ;v. 

The candidate most have extensive knowledge of worid economic^^basmess 
trends, political movements and the interest to keep closely abreast with current 
affair ?, 


Preference will be given to those with business degrees and/or profisrioiiat 
q ualifications in t ranslatio n. The ability to perform under pressure and meets 
ripflriKnra is essential coupled with hard woric and devotion to dufy; Basic 
computer skill* win be required for this position. 


la complete confidence, please telephone or write with CV to: conn 

John Diack, Managing Dlrector. SlmpsorTCrowden Consultants Limited. 97/99 Park Street, London W1Y 3HA. Telephone: 0171-629 5909. 


Please send full GV. in confidence to the recruiting officer (010 20^)=; 
5701055/1009 


Simpson Crowden 


CONSULTANTS 


For the newly founded "Stiftung Bo u ho us Dessau" 
located in Dessau the positron of 


Director 


is to be filled. 


The "Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau” is a public law 
foundation with legal capacity. Hs purposes are to 
protect the heritage of the historical Bauhaus and 
make it known to the public as well as to 
contribute to the problems and structuring of 
today's human environment on the basis of the 
ideas and approaches of the historical Bauhaus. 

To achieve this, the foundation works in the fields 
of landscape planning, urbanism, architecture, 
design, visual art ana theatrical art and takes 
responsibility for collecting, preserving, 
researching and presenting records of both the 
development ana the historical influence of the 
Bauhaus. 


The director should be a personality able to lead 


the Bauhaus activities creatively, represent it in 
public in a convincing manner ana continue the 

1 __L_Li. ?JL .1 I_ 


work already achieved by the Bauhaus. 
Completed tertiary studies in the areas named 
above and several years of relevant professional 
experience in a senior position as well as 
scholarly and artistic achievements in these areas 
will be of advantage to the application. 


bauhaus 


The position is to be occupied for a period of five 
years; reapplication is possible. The salary will 
correspond to grade B5 of the BBesO (Federal 

Payment Scales). 


pplications from women will be especially 
'elcome. Disabled people will be preferred, all 


welcome, disabled people will t 
HI other qualifications being equal. 


Please address your application Chairperson of the Foundation Trustees 

by 28 February 1995 to the Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau 

The Minister of Culture, Mr. Kari-Heinz Reck 
Tessenowstrasse 12, D-39T14 Magdeburg 
Germany 

Telephone: +++49-391-567-3100 



F:CCt 01 Ll> C I » C l 5 


SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
BUYER 


This is an exciting opportunity to join one of Europe’s largest Bports 
stores. As weD as our prestigious store in Piccadilly Circus we are now 
moving into Airport retailing with shops in both Gatwick and Heathrow. 


Working out of our Piccadilly store and reporting to the Equipment 
Buying Controller, the successful candidate will have specific 
responsibility for major merchandise groups. Previous buying experience 
is essential preferably in the retail sports sector. Proven nego tiating 
skills, a high level of numeracy plus the ability to react quickly to the 
needs of the business are all essential. 


We offer an excellent package including a competitive salary, generous 
staff discount and contributory pension and BUPA membership. 


Please reply with fall c.v. to: 

Sally Wilson, Personnel Controller 
Lillywhites Ltd, 24-36 Regent Street, London SWlY 4QR. 


SENIOR MANAGER 


Our cheat, a market lead e r in the business of oil 
hading and bartering, is seeking a very experienced 
individual to head op a band new with 

the existing East European Division. Yon will need 
to source Crude Oil and Oil Products from CIS 
Countries and forme' republics of tire USSR, by 
M[mnrfii»g rwlnKnf yc betweau various 
East European refineries, arranging processing 
flo tag e, transhipment and bier to 
concentr ate on two areas of expansion - the Balkans 
and the tvro rcptibQcs of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan. 
The position will involve a great deal of travel 
between Loudon, Alma Ala. Kiev and Minsk, and it 
will be a req uir em en t that you spend part of the time 
in onr client's Moscow office. 


If you graduated more than 8 yean ago and have 
since concentrated on developing Ore marketing of 
oft and related products within the Eastern Bloc 
countries and are now engaged at senior 
level within this industry, have tire ability u converse 
and read tec hni cal documents m English, Russian 
and preferably Czech and possibly Sato Croat as 
well, dren onr client would wish to bean bum you. In 
return, you will be offered an attractive salary 
pa c kage with most of the ratal benefits a 
position would command. Please address your 
up+o-dale c.v. with a hand-written covering tetter, in 
the first instance, to: 


Mrs Genvieve Fay, LWG Pic, 

Queen Amre House, II The Gram, 
Ri chmon d Upon Thames. Sumy, TW9 IPX. 


EXCITING IN TERN ATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES_ 

c. £20,000 + bens. 


An inlcrnaiional firm of Loss. Adjusters has two exciting career 
opportunities for two graduates of either Economics, Engineering or a 
Business degree, to work in Latin America and Miami 


Candidates should be aged between 22-25 and be reasonably fluent in 
Spanish and/or Portugese. The position will involve comprehensive 
hands-on development in the world of Loss Adjusting. Strong 
interpersonal and communication skills with the ability to rise to a 
challenging role with application anti enthusiasm form the pre-requisites of 
these positions. Previous experience in a non-life insurance environment 
would be a definite advantage. 


SENIOR COOLTAOT/TEAM LEADER 


European Software Services is a progress iv e software house 
with an odunre client portftfia. The oontinuiag of 
the co mpan y add its products has crowd an opp o rtunity to 
eaqand the butinem and to evaluate new rmrfcctpflCtt. The 
vrwxrefi il Wfcart w3i be c aqwc te d to pl^jr a m ajor rule in 
this expansion programme. 

HcAhc will be expected to mnrnne existing products and 
icoouaraend and ewxucboft tedauml and ma&c&s changes 
os wdl as developing new products for efientx. Ufc are looting 
for a unique and dy n a mi c hEvidal, to m I— 

degree lewd with ■ proven track record and titSte n DBASE 
□L 4GL. INGRESS, ORACLE, Windows. TCP/IP. ACCESS, 
NETWORICIM3, RDBMS, UNIX, DOS and VMS. 

Wc require someone with canskfaride nqriinug hi a wide 
mge of rfisqpfines and it b mfiUy dm anyone Brier 30 wfll 
have developed the hands no ddBs md lenJetstip experience 
that we look fir in senior itoSL The successful ondkbtc wffl 
be rewarded urith an titexfive reamotative podoqp 90 if you 
think jnu hive the ability to benefit firm Oh opportunity 
phase forward jot CV ax 


European Software Services, 
Falcon House, 16 Fbnhill Road, 
Cove. Fambotcugh, Hants, GU14 9RX. 


CONTROLLER OF OPERATIONS 


The initial appointment is for a duration of three years. If you are prepared 
to offer hard work and commitment in exchange for excellent career 
rewards with this prestigious market leader, please submit a 
comprehensive c.v. stating your current salary to Box No 2602, C/O The 
Times Newspaper, 1 Virginia St, London. El 9GA. 


Strfaiy £25,000-£30,000 

Lmtoft H u rt mummh Cnwn roisai Wu n m ai ra 'iii u n 


Closing dote: Monday 9th January, 1995. 
Response to cand i date s selec ted for urtemew only. 


PRESTIGE 



Sand your CV to Jonathan 
Breen it 40 Thn B rand —y. 
Cft — nv Surrey. SIC 880. 



Opportunities 


Our cSent has become a world leader in communications technology by prwicSng ttia'- 
very highest levels and widest range of services. It is committed to using the best ofteacfo& 
edge technology to provide a high quality, cost effective range of product and services. " ; 

The market in which our client operates has become truly international; demanding 
global solutions in an increasingly competitive environment. Their determination to remain at 
the forefront of leading edge development and service provision has given rise .to a 
requirement for a number of high calibre managers to be located at various sites in the 
South and East of England. 


Programme Managers 


Software Development and Systems Integration 


The roles will be to establish and lead teams of highly qualified engineering 
professionals to deliver complex solutions on time and within budget- The positions win be 
strongly focused on delivery, managing afl technical, financial and resourcing matters. 



We wish to talk to successful managers with a background in engineering programme or 
project management Educated to degree level, the emphasis will be on first class 
leadership skills, a strong commercial awareness arid a track record of understanding 
requirements and delivering solutions. These attributes are likely to have been acquired in a 
systems house, hardware‘sokitions’supplier or with a commercial software developer. 


Senior Systems Designers 

Exceptional Opportunities 


SALES AGENTS 

bwMtoiDmi 

ftMcd 10 become •nagor phjcr hi 


i e i n wUBd.dynp ai c en d o n«n rtrn l 


EXCELLENT REW AXES 

TECHNICAL/QUALITY 

DIRECTOR 



We also wish to talk to successful Systems Designers with a view to undertaking a 
variety of systems design activities, ranging" from averaH solution design to the detailed 
design of software subsystems. You will need a background in major systems development 
and integration and a thorough understanding of the complete development Kte cycle. 
Educated to at least first degree level, you will have worked on a variety of hardware 
platforms from mainframes through to client/server and UNIX based systems. You will in 
addition have at least eight years' experience of leaefing design teams, using structured 
methodologies and understand toe technical and application trends In software and systems 
architectures. Knowledge of systems design and modelling at detailed level and experience 
of database technologies, communications networks or transaction processing systems, as 
wen as development tools, are essential requirements. . 


tiones 


These are senior positions with a world class company offering excellent career 
opportunities. Competitive packages in the region of £50.000 win be payable, depencSng 
upon experience and ability and will include car. an attractive range of benefits and 
relocation assistance where appropriate. 


If you have the technical expertise, business and leadership skills to meet the high 
standards required for these positions send or fax your CV. dearly indicating toe post of 
interest to you. together with details of your current remuneration, stating how you meet the 
requirements for the positions to: 




Bernard Grant, PK Selection, 

39 Floral Street London WC2E 9DG. 
Fax: 071 240 0386. 


PK SELECTION 


intrm.itmn.ii Se.irvh & ScK-crii-n 


ART DIRECTOR and DESK-TOP 
PUBLISHING DESIGNER 


Pristigwns Japanese Travel Company Reqanv:- 

TOUR SUPERVISOR/MANAGER 


Japanese Advertising agency has vacancies for the 

following position* 


Art Director 

To be tespossibie for design of advertisements and 


To be responsibfe for advising rtiwut on holidays and 
tours available, esc or t in g clients both in the ILK. and 
abroad and providing Japanese commentary 
informatiou. 


leafiets in Japanese. Knowledge and e xp erience of 
design work and fluency in spoken and written 
Japanese emotisL 


To be responsible for preparation and formatting oTall 
documents, knowledge and experience of DTP 
Designing and fluency in spoken and written Japanese 
is essential. 


Good salary and benefits. 


Reply Bax No 2665 


SALES AND PROMOTIONS 
MANAGERS 

To wort within the comp an y’s marketing department to ' 
devdop new holiday packages, brochures and 
advertisements in Japanese. 

Both positions require fluent Japanese speakers & o ffer 
excellent packages. 

Please send ap p licat i ons to 
Boat No 2685 - 

Times Newspapers PO Box 3553 
1 Virginia Street, LONDON El 9GA. 


Arabic Speaking 

General Manager - Automotive Company 

Egypt 


Asuccessful and Rowing automotive company in I-gypt, part of a multi-national 
group, requires a dynamic and experienced arabic speaking general manaeertn 
promote and consolidate all activities within the organisation. ana 8 er to 



• Reporting to the Chairman, the prime challenge for marketing and sal pc 
onented executive, is to increase sales volume of a highly success^! smaller 
t0 a uuget of 10000 units for 1995, add to existingTwcT“ ^dt^ 
parts units and develop new distribution networks 

• Aeed 3545 educated to degree level, preferably in a technical or accounting 
discipline, you wdl be an ambitious high achiever with a demonstrable 
record of excellent management skills, financial abilities, sales and 

performance, strategic planning and corporate development skills intS? 
automotive business. m me 

• Personal characteristics will include leadership qualities, coupled with drivu 

tenacity and an ability to motivate and inspire confidence at all lpwi!’ 
Exceptional personal commitment is mandatory for this high nrofilp *** 
rewarding position. p 3110 


PART TIME 
VACANCIES 


Please send full CV in confidence to the recruiting officer <mn m ^ 
5701055/1009 B ^ 10 20 “ 2 ) 
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Chief 

Executive 


c£65,000 



Gloucestershire Health is an integrated Family Health Services 
Authority and District Health Authority serving a population 
of 540,000 with a combined annual budget oif £2S0m. 

The two organisations have been joined within 
Gloucestershire Health for two years and our current Chief 
Executive, Peter Colclough, is now moving to become Chief 
Executive of the Plymouth and Torbay Health Commission 
early in the new year. We are seeking a new Chief Executive 
who will be able to lead the continuing development of 
Gloucestershire Health and continue our drive to improve 
the health of the people we serve and rhe quality of 
health care they receive. 

The responsibilities involved demand a Board- 
level background of relevant experience, coupled with the 
vision and leadership qualities needed to deliver change in a 
high profile role. You should also have: 

- clear strategic vision and the ability to deliver change 
and improvement in a complex environment 

- the ability to develop alliances and relationships with a 
wide range of individuals and organisations inside and 
outside the NHS 

- public presentation and other skills demanded of a high 
profile role in a highly visible public organisation. 

For an information pack please contact Mark Godwin on 
0452 300222 extension 2671. 

Informal enquiries are welcome by Janet Trotteq Chair 
of the DHA, Chris Weaveq Chair of the FHSA, or 
Peter Colclough, the current post holder on 0452 300222. 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, 6th 
January 1995. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
H E A LTH . 



EAST MIDLANDS 

TRAINING AND ENTERPRISE COUNCILS’ * 
EUROPEAN FORUM 

REGIONAL EUROPEAN OFFICER 

The TECs' of the East Midlands are committed to working regionally with local partners to maximise the opportunities and 
minimise the threats from membership of the European Union for our region. 

The TEC's Regional European Officer provides strategic support to the TECs on European training and enterprise issues, 
including the structural funds Objectives 2 and 5b, the Community Initiatives, Leonardo and Socrates and so on. 

Of. equal importance, the officer provides the focus for the regional coordination of the TECs’ bids for ESF Objective 3 
funding. 

The successful candidate will have worked for some time on European issues, wifl have an extensive knowledge of the 
Union's institutions and will also be able to demonstrate experience of the management of the structural kinds. 

The post requires an excellent communicator, networker and team player. 

The post is offered on a two year fixed term contract, with an annual salary of up to £30,000, at a flexible location - one of the 
East Midlands TECs. 

Apply in writing with a C.V. by Wednesday 4 January 1995 to: 

Lindsay Jackson, Regional European Adviser, East Midlands TECs, 

Edwinstowe House, High Street, Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG21 9PR 

Job description and further details are available from Lindsay Jackson on 01623 825206. 

interviews will be held on 18 January 1995 

The TECs' of the East Midlands are: Southern Derbyshire, North Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, 
Greater Nottingham and North Nottinghamshire. 


Strategic Services Department 


CONSUMER AND MONEY ADVICE CENTRE 

Money Adviser 

£16,800 to £21,057 (inc LW) (Ref: ST/1/5100) 
(dependant upon experience and qualifications). 

The Consumer and Money Advice Centre is based in purpose built, 
air conditioned premises at 376 Walworth Road, London 5E17. The 
Centre is well served by public transport and has access for discfcled 
people. 

This is a Charter Mark award winning service. 

We need an experienced person to be responsible for the prevision 
of money advice; inducting income maximisation, debt counselling, 
negotiation and advocacy. 

Applicants should have a minimum of 3 years' advice experience 
ana at least l year's full-time money advice experience in a 
voluntary or paid capacity. 

The appointment is subject to the deportment's career progression 
scheme and offers flexible working hours. The appointment wifl be 
on a fixed term contract. 

For an application form and Job description, please contact: Estello 
Nuro on 071 525 7289 or 2eita March on 071 525 7186, or 
write to them at the Strategic Services 
Deportment, 27 Peckham Road, London 
SE5 8UB. Please quote the reference. 

Closing date: \ 2th January .1995. 

An Equal Opportunities Employer. 

Applications are welcome 
from all Southwark residents. 

As part of our Health First 
programme, we operate a 



Jlur/ic 

LS HEALTH 


1 urnath 

HEALTH CARE 
NHS TRUST 

H*ALTM IN TM COMMUNITY 


NON-EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

you wiW nave toe opportunity to contribute 
to toe development and operation of toe 
local NHS Thitt providing community and 
mental health services to toe population of 
South Durham, 
living and/or wortring wsmtn toe aouto of 
County Durham, you should be able to 
offer considerable commercial experience, 
preferably from a ttnanctal env i ronment, 
combined wife a conwriimaRt to local 
public service. 
For an informal discussion contact either 
John Parsons, Chairman, or Peter Sfewart, 
Chief Executive, Tel: (0388) 805811. 

For an inform a tion parte please 
contact Rachel Thomas, Human Resource 
Department Tel: (0388) 605811 ext 223. 


II you an Memtad, and can g£v«at 
feast 20 days par year to tfce refe. plaeaa 
aaad your CV to Hat Ctuimaa, 
Sooth Dartam Heattti Cant PtttS Tluat, 


Bishop Anddand, Co Dorhaa DU4 7BB. 

! data 17J-9S. 


A panel of the Breed a* select a 
the Ratfonsl ttaeltb Authority. 



THE BRITISH LIBRARY 

DIRECTOR 

Research and Development Department 

■he British Library seeks a Director for its Itesearch and 
Development Department,The Departments purpose is to 
_ further the Improvement of library arid Information services 
in the UK and specifically to assist In achieving the Library’s aims by 
keeping it -in the forefront of professional and international 
.developments. 

1c has wide-ranging interests which include the generation, 
storage, transfer and use of information. In addition to funding 
research and development projects, the Department administers 
grants to help‘conserve, catalogue and purchase collections of 
national importance, it also manages the Library's corporate 
research programme, its international relations and consultancy 
services, and special initiatives for the Department of National 
Heritage. 

Reporting to the Chief Executive the new Director vwll also 
Work closely with the Department of National Heritage in developing 
the new Library and Information Commission which wiD be set up 
in January [995 to advise the Government on library and information 
matters. 

The Di rector has a leadingTole to play. yrithinthe Library and on 
national and international stages. Candidates wifl require an excellent 
knowledge of the UK library and information science community, 
highly developed analytical and communication skills, together with 

leadership and personnel management skills. 

Tbe write leading rcsournfir stholarship, rcswrfft and innovation ‘ 


£3 Ik - £47k 


s.-i.'':-;- , 

£ 5 i i; - < 7 '.\ T.'M " 

JClfl' -Vfi: d-Z-.'-.-J C: 

tii.^ihi.c’r.'cns 


For .>.-i jpohr.m-rr- 
ro'.epLil 7 !-; Z 733 I 


C'cs.r.z Jtiti: rcr r-^r:.pL o; 
3pp:.C.;l:cns r. 

i 3 JdnL-ary 

7Hc BRITISH L;£F>AR : 
sn eci;ni opp'>!‘U!r.:ry 
ereploy-ar 



PUBLIC & 
HEALTHCARE 


r 


Chief 

Scientific Adviser 

to the Government 

up to £90,000 + Central London 


You will be the Government's senior adviser on 
science and technology, attend or chair all die 
major government science committees and 
groups, arid have direct access to the Prime 
Minister and the ChanceDor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster as Minister for Science. This is a 
highly influential role helping to formulate 
government science policy and operating at the 
heart of Government. You will be Head of the 
Office of Science and Technology which acts as 
a focus for science, engineering and technology 
across government departments and you will 
be involved in international science issues in 
Europe and globally. / 

A role that offers the opportunity to be so 
widely influential naturally demands exceptional 
professional and personal qualities. 

The first requirement is for a commitment to 
the importance of science engineering and 

technology as the driving 
force behind five nation's 
wealth and quality of life, 
and a broad interest in 
spence policy making. 

You are likely to have a 
CABINET OFFICE distinguished lecofiTm 



science or engineering and be of considerable 
standing in the scientific or engineering 
community. 

You will have proven managerial experience 
at a senior level with excellent analytical, 
interpersonal and representational skills 
and a dear understanding of tine process 
of Government. 

You will have vision, tenacity, the ability 
to deliver on time and to explain decisions 
cogently and unambiguously. 

Salary will be up to £90,000. More may 
be available for an exceptional candidate. 
Appointment will be for 4-5 years initially 
and renewable, subject to performance. 

For further details and an application form 
(to be returned by 10th January 1995), please 
contact Recruitment & Assessment Services, 
Alencon Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire 
RG211JB or telephone Basingstoke 
(0256) 468551 or fax (0256) 846374/846660. 
Please quote ref: B2373. 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 




\s 


The Trafford Park Manufacturing Institute 



Id • GECALSTHOM 
BRITISH AEROSPACE 
SIEMENS • FMC • NIS 


THE UNIVERSITIES OF MANCHESTER 
AND SALFORD WITH THE 
OPEN UNIVERSITY 


Industry's Needs Met By The Universities 

APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


Located in modem faeffities In the industrial heartland of 
Manchester, the Institute wiB assist companies to rise to the 
challenge of continuously enhancing their competitiveness. 
Its output win be the provision of purpose designed 
programmes of education and training, with a strong element 
of innovation, leading edge skills and shared experience. 

The essence of the role is to help Industry define its needs 
and then to deliver relevant and innovative programmes. 
As Director of Education and Training you w3l join a small 
highly motivated team operating at the gateway between 
Industry and Higher Education. 

You are tikefy to be an ambitious manufacturing professional 


who understands the vital rote of science and technology in 
the culture of manufacturing and have experience in 
education and training. The person appointed will be among 
toe candidates for the post of Chief Executive when this is 
considered at a taler stage. 

A competitive remuneration and benefits package will be 
negotiated in the range of £30,000 to £50,000. 

Please send a comprehensive CV with a covering fetter 
explaining your interest and suitability, to: Howgate Sable 
& Partners, Arkwright House, Parsonage Gardens, 
Manchester M3 2LF. Tel: 061-839 2000, Fax: 061-839 0064, 
quoting ref: S.T.1110.F. 



CnNiRan 


Howgate Sable 

sbuch AM) maaat executives and ndbpenpent arenas 


Nertkmmberind 

maxes m Compulsory Competitive Tt 

QuaHty Assurance, aft seeking to appoint a 

General Manager 

for tkdr Tr ans p or t Knaom. 

Salary c 26K pto car, ptaa benefits 

You must bean innovative, pro-active 
manager with the ability to operate in an 
entrepreneurial environment sod lead 
the Transport Division into the year 
2000. Your managerial experience most 
consist of mired fleet workshops and 
maintenance, and cor 

Tbe ability to motivate manage and 
develop people is essential, as is 
ex p e rienc e of negotiation at all levels and 
management of turnover in excess of 
£5 minion. 





JH 



A 



Yon most be educated to A level 
standard or equivalent, possess Associate 
Membership of the Institute ofRoad 
Transport Engineers and a current 
driving licence. 

Knowledge of Compulsory Competitive 
Tendering and Qnalisy Assurance 
Systems would be an a d vantag e. 

For an application pack contact tbe 
Personnel, Payroll and Training Section 
(0670 533405), Contract Support 
Division, quoting ref TR2. For an 
informal discussion please contact 
Beverley Elder, Personnel Payroll and 
Training Manager (0670 533440). 

Dosing date far applications 

is 9 January 1995. 

P reliminar y interviews far 
short-listed candidates win be 
held on 17 January followed 
by interview with elected 
members on 3 February 1995. 



DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 

One Year Fixed Term - Renewable 
£50. 000plus Lease Car 


Tbe Council has recently restructured its Housing Service and we 
need a Director with the skills, experience and vision to lead and 
coordinate our decentralised housing service as we strive to improve 
services to tenants and to meet the challenge of CCT Maidstone has a 
population of 138,000 and a housing stock of 7,500 properties. 

Applicants will have attained degree standard and have a final 
management l professional qualification together with significant 
post qualification experience at a senior level in Local Government or 
other related area. Knowledge of Local Government Housing Finance 
is essential. 

The post is far a fixed term of 1 year and its retention will be 
reviewed at that time. 

Application form and details are available from the Personnel 
Services Manager, London House, 5-11 London Road, Maidstone, 
Kent ME16 8HR. Telephone (0622) 602002. Applicants wishing to 
discuss the appointment should contact the Chief Executive, 
David Makepeace mi (0622) 602018. 

Closing date for applications is Wednesday 4th January 1995. 

Interviews will be held on 16th/17th January 1995. 

AN EQUAL OPPOHTPNiry EMPLOYER 
ENCOURAGEMENT OF JOB SHARING 
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Tory support lowest ever recorded 

■ The Government is more unpopular than any in polling 
history while Labour has achieved a record lead over the 
Conservatives. 

In the latest MORI poll for The Times „ Labour support has 
risen to 61 per cent, compared with 55 per cent last month. 
Backing for the Tories has fallen by two points over the past 
month to a new low of 22 per cent Two-thirds of those 
questioned by MORI believe that Labour is ready to form the 
next government. Pages 1 and 12 

Bid to rekindle confidence in Britain 

■ The Government is to organise an unprecedented high- 

profile conference early next year to rekindle public confidence 
in Britain’s greatness. Douglas Hunt the Foreign Secretary, 
will take the lead in trumpeting British strengths-Page 1 


Air crash inquiry 

Air-crash investigators began ex¬ 
amining the wreckage of a Boeing 
737 that crashed into a wood after 
narrowly missing a Coventry 
housing estate. All five crew 
members died_Pages I and 3 

Premiums may fall 

Home insurance premiums are 
likely to fall after the Halifax, the 
country's largest building society, 
cut the cost of building-related 
policies_Pages I and 23 

Judge criticises CSA 

The troubled Child Support 
Agency suffered further criticism 
yesterday when a High Court 
judge questioned whether it gave 
enough weight to children's wel¬ 
fare in making its 
assessments.Page 2 

Farmhouse murder 

A wealthy widow found mur¬ 
dered in her North Yorkshire 
farmhouse was probably killed 
for the contents of her handbag, 
police said.Page5 

Diploma shelved 

Plans far a new school-leavers' 
qualification, hailed by ministers 
as a “passport to the world of 
work” just seven months ago. has 
been quietly shelved Page 5 

Air travel disruption 

Travellers to Spain could have 
their plans ruined by a pilots’ 
strike over Christmas. Travellers 
to Greece and France may also 
face delays-..Page 6 


Exodus from Grozny 

A human tragedy was unfolding 
in the breakaway republic of 
Chechenia as thousands of refu¬ 
gees fled fighting around Grozny, 
the capita].....Page 7 

Ceasefire hopes 

UN officials scrambled to capital¬ 
ize on the Bosnia-wide ceasefire 
brokered by Jimmy Carter as ob¬ 
servers questioned the price paid 
to bring the rebels back to the 
negotiating table.Page 8 

Berlusconi pledge 

Silvio Berlusconi prolonged the 
agony of the demise of his Gov¬ 
ernment yesterday, telling parlia¬ 
ment that Italy faces an early 
general election if MPs vote him 
out of office.Page 9 

Guard for Gingrich 

Newt Gingrich, the outspoken 
and highly controversial Republi¬ 
can, has received several death 
threats and is to be given unprec¬ 
edented security after he becomes 
Speaker of the House.Page 30 

£1.2bn fraud fines 

The European Commission yes¬ 
terday imposed record farm 
fraud fines of 112 billion on EU 
member states. Britain was fined 
£25 million.Page 7 

Winnie Mandela back 

Winnie Mandela completed her 
rehabilitation in the eyes of black 
voters when she was re-elected to 
the national executive committee 
oftheANC.Page 7 



In the bleak midwinter early morning mist blankets a Peak District valley just after dawn yesterday, the shortest day of the year 


Bankruptcy hearing: Robert Mon¬ 
tague. flamboyant founder of the 
Tiphook container leasing group, 
resigned as chief executive yester¬ 
day ahead of a court hearing at 
which he is due to be declared 
bankrupt_Page 23 

Tecs: The Government has ap¬ 
pointed receivers to take over the 
affairs of a Training and Enter¬ 
prise Council, the first time that one 
of the private sector-led bodies 
which deliver government-funded 
training in Britain has gone into 
receivership.-.Page 23 

Markets: The FT-SE100 index rose 
12.3 points to dose at 3070.4. Ster¬ 
ling's trade-weighted index fell 
from 80J to 802 after a fall from 
$1.5600 to $1.5597 and from 
DM2.4523 to DM2.4492....Page 26 


Cricket: Time is running out for 
Philip Tufneli, England's maverick 
spin bowler, to reward the loyalty 
shown to him during a stormy 
career_Page 44 

Football: The Premier League has 
acknowledged the need for a per¬ 
manent watchdog to guard against 
the allegations of sleaze that have 
beset the game_Page 44 

Siding: Alberto Tomba won his 
fourth World Cup slalom race of 
the season. Sabina Panzanini com¬ 
pleted an Italian double by win¬ 
ning a giant slalom_Page 40 


Our woman in Paris: Joanna Pit¬ 
man on how an Englishwoman 
became a secret correspondent for 
The Times_PageW 

Step forward: Why has science 
paid so little attention to the human 
foot?-Page 11 

Oxford Anglicans: The movement 
that transformed the Church of 
England_- Page 34 


Yachting: Christophe Auguin won W ?'’-*-/■ 
the second leg of the BOC Chafl- fa . i■■ » ■ 

enge round-the-world race in False savings: Travellers may find 
record time despite spending two that discount holidays are not the 
days virtually becalmed—Page 39 bargain they expect_Page 38 


Join the Christmas fun — or else 

■ The mayor of Moscow has ordered every shopkeeper in the 
city to take part in Christmas celebrations by illuminating shop 
fronts — or to face a fine. The Moscow Times said of his 
decision: “Perhaps a lifetime of choreographed May Days and 
Great October Revolution anniversary parades has left a mark 
too deeply ingrained to be wiped away".Page 7 




*4*4i 




IN THE TIMES 

■ THE RIGHT NOTES 
Is carol singing 

a dying art? 

Giles Coren ventures 
into song 

■ STAGE TO SCREEN 
The latest chapter 

in Hollywood’s 
love affair with 
the theatre 


Sly and Sharon: What should have 
been a scorching encounter be- 
tween Sylvester Stallone and Shar¬ 
on Stone in The Specialist — a tale 
of lust and betrayal between the 
Semtex — has made a disappoint¬ 
ing movie.Page 31 

Moody but not magnificent The 
new West End stage production of 
Peter Pan fails to ignite in spite of a 
strong performance from Ron 
Moody_ Page 33 

Barcelona sensation: The new 
National Theatre of Barcelona has 
caused a sensation: it is nothing 
less than a modern-day version ofa 
classical temple.Page 32 


Unicef estimates a need for 
$40 billion a year to meet its goals. 
US aid costs each American only 40 
cents a year. It would take the heart 
of Scrooge to keep the pennies in 
our pockets — USA Today 

Boris Yeltsin allowed himself to be 
persuaded that a resolute crack of 
the whip would solve his 
Chechenia problem. Not only has 
he raised new fears of Russian 
militarism in foe outside world, but 
the assault is highly unpopular in 
Russia itself— Wall Street Journal 
Jimmy Carter has used his own 
personal standing and negotiating 
skillg. He has only his reputation to 
lose. Others have much more. It is 
incredible that he should have got 
so far — The Washington Post 


Preview: A troubled year tea 
black American college which 
numbers among its students 
tin Luther King is charted in Wit- 
ness: The Morehouse Men 
(Channel 4, 9pm) Review: Mat 
thew Bond watches the deadt 
throes of BBCl’s Between the Unes 
and suggests , that the show was 
killed by aft overdose of 
acronyms._^_~_r-,'._Page 43 


Berlusconi at bay . . 

Innocent orguSty.; the Ptime Min- 
ister has become tangled m the- 
webs of Italy'S corrupt past hewas : 
pledged to break. 7 But his earlier 
failures of judgment, both personal 
and political, had already placed 
him in the dock of public. 


People’s foreign policy 

For a Government that seems inca¬ 
pable of lifting its eyes beyond the 
□ext parliamentary vote, ft is re 
freshing to see one politician rais¬ 
ing his gaze to the horizon Page 13 

The modem Cinderella 

The story of Professor Hall’s ball¬ 
gown is a moral tale for the modern 
world. Cinderella can stick up for 


WILLIAM HEES-MOGG 

Reform of the House of LonJs but¬ 
ters no parsnips, and ft is the pro¬ 
mise of buttered parsnips that wins 

elections____ Page 12 

JOHN PHILLIPS 
Italians should not be denied 1 .the 
right to judge Sgr Berlusconi in 
a new election. But his control of 
what is beamed into Italian homes 
must be curbed before his record is ~ 

put to die vote.—. Page 12 

JUUAN CRITCHLEY - . 

Does the Conservative Right want 
to lose tiie next election so as to be 
able to claim “1 told you so” from 
the Opposition benches? It sounds, 
like it....:....:...page 12 




Dean Rusk. American Secretary of 
State, 1.961-69; Freddie Safes; 
music hall comedian; Ronald 
Rldout. writer of English 
textbooks .Rage 15 


-Racial discrimination in Britain; 
atmosphere of hope in Northern 
Ireland: balloocks aiid ball gowns; 
private patients Page 13 
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□ General: Scotland will have a 
frosty start with fog, dense in places, 
lingering in Clyde Valley. Becoming 
brighter with sunny intervals. Cloud 
and rain spreading to northern areas 
in afternoon and evening. 

Northern Ireland will have a dull 
start with frost and fog. Becoming 
brighter, then clouding over later. 

Many places in England and Wales 
will start foggy and fog may linger all 
day in a lew areas. It should be dry, 
except for a few showers near the east 
coast Otherwise, becoming brighter. 

□ London, Central S England, E 
England, Channel Isles, S W 
England, S Wales, N Wales, Lake 
District, Isle of Man, N E England, 
Borders, S W Scotland: frosty start 
with fog in places, becoming bnghter 
with sunny periods, frost, fog return¬ 
ing in evening. Winds light variable, 
becoming southerly. Max 6C (43 F) 

□ S E England, E Anglia: misty, dull 


at first, brighter at times by day but 
with risk at coastal shower or two. 
Fog, frost returning in evening. Wind 
moderate northeasterly, becoming 
fight. Max5C (41F). 

□ E Midlands, W Midlands, N W 
England, Central N England: frost 
and freezing fog, lingering all day in 

S laces, elsewhere becoming brighter, 
finds light, variable. Max 4C (39F). 

□ Edinburgh & Dundee, Aber¬ 
deen, Glasgow, Central High¬ 
lands, Argyll, N Ireland: frosty with 
fog in places to start, becoming 
brighter, then cloud spreading from 
west- Winds becoming fresh, south¬ 
erly. Max 6C (43F). 

□ Moray Firth, N E Scotland, N W 
Scotland, Orkney, Shetland: clear 
and frosty at first, rain spreading from 
southwest. Winds becoming strong, 
southerly. Max 8C (46F). 

□ Outlook: milder in north with rain 
at limes. Southern areas slaying cold. 


ACROSS 

I More work? It would be ideal (6) 

5 Skilfully holding back confusion 
in meeting (S) 

9 Company director — one involved 
with Paris and Rome (10) 

10 Job centre in Acton receiving 
request (4) 

11 Drink produced under pressure 
swallowed by one’s press officer 
(S) 

12 Extreme changes involved if Mao¬ 
ist turns ro this (6) 

13 Edward has to be pulled from 
fast-running river (4) 

15 Drawing instruments, such as 
rulers? (S) 

18 Religious writer composed mis¬ 
sal. in part (8j 

19 Points made with needles (4) 

21 African pair of black monarchy (6) 

Solution to Puzzle No 29,731 
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23 A unique ship? That’s a joke (3-5) 

25 River? Hardly! 14) 

26 Daily post sorted in Irish depot 

m 

27 Gunman being exposed in the 
Sun? (8) 

28 He pictured peasants in the srass 
(6) 

DOWN 

2 Measures how long this publica¬ 
tion is (5) 

3 Depicting characters in play, or 
art (9) 

4 Old Roman money is repeatedly 
turning up here in Italy (6) 

5 One way to be cool if in top<Jass 
group 0,12) 

6 Second drink I have makes me 
frisky (8) 

7 This joined centre of Paris to 
outskirts, initially (5) 

8 Ways artist breaks law in ultimate 
provocation (4,5) 

14 Bill holds city seat (9) 

16 School's head has girl brought in 
to face expulsion (9) 

17 Tory politician runs into trouble 
with dailies (S) 

20 Show improvement with respect 
to criminal record (6) 

22 Unworthy of English in setback 
(5) 

24 Pick hat up and Finally leave (5) 
Tunes Two Crossword, page 44 


AAROADWATCH 


London & SE traffic, roadmtte 

Area witfwi M25 . ... 731 

.... 733 

KerrtTk*rev/Sussex/Hsnis.. ...734 

1425 London OrtJOal only. 736 

National traffic anti roadworks 

NauonaJ motorways. 737 

Wa&i Countty. 738 

Wales. . 739 

Midlands. ... , 740 

East Angle . .. .741 

Nortb-wesf Enqland. ..742 

Uorttveast England.743 

Scoitand. 744 

Northernheiand.. . . 745 

AA Roadwaich e Charged ai 39o per rrmJe 
r’cheap rale) and 49p per minute a! all other 
times. 


HIGHEST & LOWEST 


Tuesday; Highest day temp: Penzance. Cormra*. 
11C (62F); lowest day mac Aviemore. f-fightend. 
2C (36F); highest rainfall: Wick. rtghland, and 
Tree. Hebndes. 028m; highest sunshine: Folke¬ 
stone, Kent, 6.6hr 


AROUND BRITAIN 


24 hfsto5pnr b=brtght c-doud; d=drizzta; ds^dust storm; du=dufc l=blr 1g=tag' a=g*r h- 
r=ra*ri: sh^ehower; 5l=staw; en^snow; s=sun; 1-tfKncter 
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Changes to the chart below from noon: high H will drift eastwards with, 
change: low R will drift east and start to fin; complex low M will fill slow 
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ANATOLE KALETSKY 27 

What I wrote and 
how my predictions 
turned out 



BOOKS 34, 35 

Another aspect 
of the genius of 
Michelangelo 



SPORT 39-44 


Gooch speaks out 
against counties’ 
recruitment plans 


GEOFF BROWN 
ON ALL THE 
NEW FILMS 

Arts 31-33 


THE 



TIMES 


BUSINESS EDITOR Lindsay Cook 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 22 1994 


Receiver appointed to run South London TEC 


BUSINESS 

Today 


ByPhujp Bassett 
and Ross Reman 

THE Government has appointed 
receivers to take over the affairs of a 
training and enterprise council — 
the first time that one of the private 
sector-fed bodies find deliver Gov¬ 
ernment-funded training in Britain 
has gone into receivers tup. 

Ministers and leaders of the 82 
TECs in England and Wales, a key 
feature of the Government's drive 


to bring private sector market disci¬ 
plines to bear on public funding for 
naming, said die failure of South 
Thames TEC did not imply difficul¬ 
ties for other TECs. 

Labour immediately called for 
the affair to be investigated by die 
Commons' Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee. Receivers from Grant 
Thornton, the accountant, last 
night arrived at the headquarters of 
the TEC to take over its running 
after being called in by the Depart¬ 


ment of Employment It is thought 
to have lost more than £2 million 
over die last nine months. 

The department said it had taken 
the decision because the TEC "had 
major financial difficulties includ¬ 
ing liabffities to the department and 
others which exceeded its assets.” 
Scott Barnes and Allan Griffiths, 
joint administrative receivers, axe 
believed to have been on standby 
for several days prior to their ap¬ 
pointment yesterday. Staff were 


told of the receivership by Mr 
Barnes after he arrived at the TECs 
offices in Great Dover Street yester¬ 
day with a team of accountants. 
More meetings w£D be held today. 

Mr Baines said: "We expect to 
spend the couple of days before 
Christmas imderstanding how the 
business works and taking control.” 
He said he was in discussions with 
officials at die Department of 
Employment about the provision of 
interim funds necessary to enable 


the TEC to continue trading. The 
receivers said the department had 
concluded the TEC was likely to 
trade at a loss “for some time.” 

The TEC which has about 170 
employees, is a private company 
contracted to the department to 
deliver Government training pro¬ 
grammes and business support in 
the high unemployment London 
areas of Lambeth. Southwark. Lew¬ 
isham and Greenwich. 

The TECs budget this year is 


about £41 million from the Employ¬ 
ment Department; plus a further £2 
minion from the Department of 
Trade. Ministers confirmed last 
night that its losses this year ran 
into millions, with prospects of the 
same next year. James Paioe. Em¬ 
ployment Minister, told The Times 
the main problem was “very very 
weak financial management **, with 

the TEC unable to monitor pay¬ 
ments from the department to 
training providers and trainees. 


Montague quits Tiphook as to delay 

i -g -g Maxwell 

personal bankruptcy beckons «« 

JL B By Robert Bruce 
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By Jon Ashworth 


ROBERT Montague, the 
flamboyant founder of the 
Tiphook container leasing 
group, resigned as chief exec¬ 
utive yesterday before a 
court hearing at which he is 
due to be declared bankrupt 
His demise follows a drawn- 
out battle with bankers over 
personal loans estimated at 
£30 million, and adds his 
name to the long list of fallen 
Eighties’ tycoons. 

Mr Montague. 46, who was 
paid £1.3 million to be at the 
helm of llphoak and donated 
generously to Conservative 
Phrly funds, is expected to be 
declared bankrupt at Oxford 
County Court this morning on 
petition from the Royal Bank 
of Scotland. He wrote to fellow 
directors at Centra l Tran sport 
Rental Group (CTR). as 
Tiphook is now known, yester¬ 
day. informing them thht he 
would not be defending the 
bankruptcy petition, and an¬ 
nouncing his resignation. 

Ian Clubb, chairman of 
CTR. will take on the addition¬ 
al role of chief executive. The 
company said it regretted the 
“personal circumstances” that 
had forced Mr Montague's 
resignation, • ■ 

Mr Montague said in a 
statement: “All of my working 
life has been devoted to this 
company and it will be a 
terrible blow to leave it Bellow 
shareholders will know that I 
was determined to stay in the 
bad tim es and help to restore 
the company’s fortunes. It is 
now dear that I shall not be 
allowed to do so.” 

Mr Montague had been 
battling to reach an agreement 
with his bankers over exten¬ 
sive personal debts. Today’s 
hearing relates to a writ tor 
£23 million issued by Royal 
Bank of Scotland in Septem¬ 
ber. A second bankruptcy 
petition, served by Barclays 
Bank, was due to be heard 
early in the new year. Mr 
Montague had hoped to per¬ 
suade creditors to agree to an 
individual voluntary arrange¬ 
ment' as an alternative to 
bankruptcy. 

Ian Knight and Peter 
Welbora, of Knight Frank & 
Rutley, were yesterday ap¬ 
pointed receivers to the Mon¬ 
tague family home, the 1300 - 
acre Pusey estate in 
Oxfordshire. They were acting 


on instructions from Barclays, 
which holds a charge over the 
estate in relation to an £8 
million mortgage. Mr Monta¬ 
gue bought Pusey House, a 
Georgian mansion, and its 
accompanying land, from Sir 
Simon Hornby, former chair¬ 
man of WH Smith, in 1990. 
and has spent a considerable 
sum on renovations, including 
. the installation of an indoor 
swimming pool. 

Commerzbank. Much re¬ 
portedly has £15 million in 
loans outstanding with Mr 
Montague, is believed to have 
a charge over a 139ft yacht 
September Blue, used by the 
Montague family but owned 
by a company registered in the 
Channel Islands. The yacht 
moored in the south of France, 
is for sale, at $113 million. 

The shakeout at the former 
Tiphook began in February, 
when five directors resigned 
and Mr Montague stepped 
down as chairman after an¬ 
nouncing pre-tax losses of 
£180 million. He was awarded 
a huge share option package 
as an incentive to turn the 
company round. 

The company said yester¬ 
day that he would not receive 
compensation for loss of office, 
and had lost the right to the 
options. He remained entitled 
to a payment of £250,000 
relating to the sale of the core 
container business this year. 
He is likely to forfe it three 
million shares in CTR. valued 
at tens of millions of pounds at 
tire height of the company's 
fortunes, but worth barely £1 
million today. 

Shareholders were angry 
that Mr Montague continued 
to hold a senior position at the 
company at a time when 
profits had collapsed- They 
were also unhappy about pay¬ 
ments of £27 million made to 
four of the departing directors 
as compensation for loss of 
.office. 

Mr Montague, who is mar¬ 
ried for the third time and has 
six children, was one of the 
most flamboyant business¬ 
men of the Eighties. He 
travelled by chauffeur-driven 
Bentley, hosted lavish cham¬ 
pagne receptions, and used a 
Hawker Siddeley 125 corpo¬ 
rate jet leased by Tiphook and 
based at Oxford airport 

Shares in CTR feu 3p at32p. 




One of the most flamboyant businessmen of the Eighties, Robert Montague, with Silke Kruze. bis third wife 


rnquuy 

By Robert Bruce 

THE High Court has dismis¬ 
sed Coopers & Lybrand's at¬ 
tempt to delay the accountan¬ 
cy profession’s investigation of 
its auditing of die Maxwell 
Group pension funds. 

In a judgment handed down 
yesterday. Lord Justice Henry 
and Mr Justice Kay argue that 
“the question should be ad¬ 
dressed promptly, and its 
resolution should not await 
and be dependent on the final 
resolution of civil proceedings, 
which may be some years off". 

Coopers & Lybrand had 
argued that as they face “po¬ 
tential civil claims" of about 
£411 million, the investigation 
by the Joint Disciplinary 
Scheme (JDS), “will impose 
intolerable strains on the few 
individuals within Coopers 
who were actually involved in 
the relevant audits”. 

Three other firms faring 
investigations are waiting for 
flie resolution of the Coopers 
case before deriding whether 
to launch legal challenges. 

The judgment stales that on 
foe basis erf interviews carried 
out and the sifting of about 
67,000 documents, the execu¬ 
tive counsel of the JDS “would 
be making allegations con¬ 
cerning not only the compe¬ 
tence but also the integrity of 
the named partners”. 

Coopers & Lybrand ex¬ 
pressed its disappointment 
and will deride after Christ- 
mas whether to appeal 

Accountancy, page 28 
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Trade gap 

Britain's trade deficit with 
countries outside the 
European Union narrowed in 
November to £361 million 
from £420 million in October, 
partly reflecting a tumround 
in oil trade. However, imports 
appear to be rising again. 
Page 24 

Transition 

Boddington, the pub operator, 
is to expand further into 
healthcare by buying 10 
nursing homes from Bupa, 
die private medical insurance 
group. The deal takes 
Boddingtons, best known for 
its brewing interests sold five 
years ago to Whitbread, into 
the top ten of Britain's 
nursing home groups. 

Page 25, Tempos 26 


Only 19 new names sign up 

By Sarah Bagnaia, insurance correspondent 


ONLY 19 new names have 
signed up to join Lloyd’s of 
Louden next year, while 2,652 
n antes are pulling out of 
underwriting m the insurance 
market the corporation re¬ 
vealed yesterday. 

A further 47 existing names 
who opted not tp underwrite in 

1994 are resuming underwrit¬ 
ing next year. Conversely, 28 
new corporate members, writ¬ 
ing on a limited liability basis, 
have joined far the 1995 under¬ 
writing year. 

Lloyd’s said yesterday that 
die markers total capacity for 

1995 would be £102 billion, 
down from DOS billion in the 


current year. Capacity provid¬ 
ed by individual names has 
shrunk from £93 billion in 
1994 to £73 billion in 1995, but 
much of this has been offset by 
corporate capital members, 
whose contribution has in¬ 
creased from £ 1.6 billion to 
£2.4 billion. As a result, the 
individual names' contribu¬ 
tion to the markers total h as 
dropped from 85 per cent to 77 
percent 

A total of 3,928 names 
resigned from underwriting in 
foe 1992 year of account A 
further 1,750 pulled out of 
underwriting the next year, 
followed by 1312 for the 1994 


year of account Of the 19 new 
names, eight are working 
names and the youngest is 21 . 

Meanwhile, two names' ac¬ 
tion groups won important 
court victories yesterday. 
More than 250 Lloyd’s names 
on Gooda Walker syndicate 
387 won £80 million in dam¬ 
ages in a High Court ruling. 

In a separate case, almost 
1,000 Merrett names man¬ 
aged to overturn a High Court 
ruling that barred them from 
taking legal action on the 
ground they were too late. The 
names — die so-called early 
joiners — joined the Merrett 
syndicates before 1984. 
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I icseltine clears way for 
I lalifax-Leeds merger 

By Anne Ashworth, personal finance editor 


Burton grants board 
two million options 


By Susan Gilchrist 


MICHAEL HESELTINE, 
President. of the Board- of. 
Trade, has given a swift go- 
ahead to the £90 billion 
merger of the Halifax and 
Leeds building socie ties, a fter 
a recommendation from Sir 

Bryan Carsberg. ■ Director- 
General of the Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT)- ■ 

The decision, which was 
welcomed by both societies, 
comes less than a month after 
the announcement of die en¬ 
gagement between the two 
Yorkshire4»sed mutuals. 

Although the OFT denied 
(be rating had been made 
with any undue baste, or 
under pressure from the insti¬ 
tutions concerned, the speed 
brought a protest from Jack 
Cunningham. Labours trade 

spokesman. Derek Fatcbett. 
Labour MP for Leeds Central 

and Alice Mahon. Labour 


MP for Halifax, last week 
urged Sir Bryan to refer the 
m er ger to die Monopolies 
and Mergers Commissions 
on public interest and market 
share grounds. 

Dr Camungham expressed 
surprise at the tuning of the 

s t a tement hy the Department 

of Trade and Industry (DTI), 
made the day after Parfiameot 
rose for its Christinas recess. 

He-said: “This is an aston¬ 
ishing way to announce a 
huge decision' about die 
future of two organisations 
which, when merged, will 
have a 25 per cent share of the 
mortgage market and a finan¬ 
cial relationship wife 45 per 
cent of fee households In die 
country. It is extraordinary. 


we vrifl be seeking assurances 
on the combined societies* 
abflfty to deliver on its prom¬ 
ises about customer service 
and employment” 

A DTI spokesman said that 
the deal fed not involve any 
rigmfjrant competition or 
pubBc interest concerns. 

Permission must now be 
received from the Budding 

Societies Commission and foe 

members of both societies. 
The issue wiB be put to the 
vote in March 1995. To be 


ferns, that foe OFT and foe 
DTI were able to make up 
their minds so quidkly. Now 


majority of 75per cent of those 

members voting. A separate 
resolution for borrowers re* 
quires a simple majority of 
those voting. If these major¬ 
ities are gained, the deal then 
goes forward for consider¬ 
ation by fee commissioiL 

Pennington, page 25 


BURTON, the high street 
fashion group, has granted 
four directors more than two 
million share options in the 
past year, according to foe 
company's annual report 

The biggest beneficiary is 
Andrew Higginson. the 
grotto * 5 newly appointed fi¬ 
nance director, who was 
granted 1-25 million share 
options at an exercise price 
of 56p- With the share price 
now at 68 ‘a p, Mr Higginson 
is sitting m a notional profit 
of £153,000. 

Stuart Rose, chief execu¬ 
tive of Burtons. Dorothy 
Perkins and Evans, was 
granted 774,000 options, 
while Tferry Green, chief 
executive of Debenhams and 
Top Shop/Tbp Man, re¬ 
ceived 250,000, 

John Hoerner, the grotto 
chief executive, was granted 
a further 32,000 options 


bringing his total number to 
33 miflion. However, he 
received a pay cut during the 
year. His total remuneration 
package, including bonus, 
fell 20 per cent to £597.000 
from £739.000. But he could 
make up fee difference by 
exercising the first tranche of 
his options. It becomes exer¬ 
cisable from Christmas Eve 
when he can cash in 227 
million options from that 
date at an exercise price of 
362p. At the current share 
price, this would give him a 
profit of almost £730,000. . 

Mr Green and Mr Rose 
can also exercise 552,000 and 
898,000 share options respec¬ 
tively from Christmas Eve. 

Burton enjoyed a jump in 
pre-tax profits to £41.1 million 
m die year to September 3. 
hum £163 mfliion previous¬ 
ly, helped by a large profit on 
property disposals. 
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Trade gap 
outside EU 
narrows 
to £36Im 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


PETER TWEVNOR 
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BRITAIN’S trade deficit with 
countries outside the Euro* 
pean Union narrowed in Nov¬ 
ember to £36! million from 
£420 million in October, part¬ 
ly reflecting a tumround in oil 
trade. 

Excluding oil and erratics, 
which gives the most accurate 
picture of underlying trends, 
the deficit shrank to £293 
million from £390 million in 
October. This was the smallest 
shortfall since January 19S8. 
Britain's trade in oil turned 
around from a £66 million 
deficit in October to a surplus 
of £17 million last month. 

One of the most notable 


TUC urges 
action over 
big rises 

By Philip Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

PENSION fund trustees 
nominated by unions were 
urged yesterday to take 
action against “excessive" 
executive pay rises. 

In a move prompted by 
the 75 per cent pay rise 
awarded to Cedric Brown, 
British Gas chief execu¬ 
tive, the Trades Union 
Congress yesterday con¬ 
tacted 1,000 pension fund 
tnistees. pressing them to 
use their shareholder pow¬ 
er to curb high levels of 
senior management pay. 

The TUCs move is the 
first time it have tried to 
mobilise union pension 
trustees on a particular 
issue. Pension funds, with 
assets of more than £490 
billion, are the largest sin¬ 
gle group of shareholders 
in UK companies and own 
35 per cent of the shares on 
the Slock Exchange. 

In a letter to ail union 
fund trustees. John Monks 
TUC General Secretary, 
said that "in view of the 
increasing scandal of (op 
executive pay awards, and 
the absence of any links 
with company perfor¬ 
mance, it is dear that 
pension fund trustees have 
to take a tougher line." 

Union leaders said big 
companies such as ICI, 
BT. Prudential. London 
Regional Transport and 
the electridty supply com¬ 
panies had pension 
schemes with union trust¬ 
ees. They believe the call in 
the Government's Pen¬ 
sions Bill, now before Par¬ 
liament. for a third of trust¬ 
ees to come from scheme 
members is likely to give 
unions more influence. 


features of November's trade 
figures was that import vol¬ 
umes appear to have begun to 
recover. On a three-month to 
three-month comparison, ex¬ 
port volumes grew per cent, 
while import volumes were up 
only 2 per cent 

However. Hoare Govett 
noted that import growth has 
been negative for the past six 
months but is now on a firmly 
upward path. Import volumes 
are now growing at their 
fastest rate since February. 

Exports continue to grow 
more strongly, suggesting that 
the trade deficit will continue 
to narrow. In the latest three 
months. non-EU export vol¬ 
umes were up 7.9 per cent, 
compared with a year ago. 
Even healthier are exports to 
the EU. which were up 19 per 
cent in the third quarter, 
compared with a year ago. 

The other positive feature of 
yesterday's figures was a 
sharp rise in the import of 
semi-manufactured goods, an 
indicator of further strong 
growth in manufacturing out¬ 
put in the months ahead, 
according to Jonathan Loynes. 
of HSBC Greenwell. 

The minutes of the monthly 
monetary meeting on Novem¬ 
ber 2 were published separate¬ 
ly yesterday and confirmed 
that Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of England, had 
been close to recommending a 
rise in interest rates at that 
meeting. Rates were actually 
raised after the subsequent 
meeting on December 7. 

Mr George made it dear in 
his testimony to the Treasury 
Select Committee this month, 
after rates had been raised, 
that the case had been finely 
balanced the previous month. 
Because of this, the minutes 
contained nothing to surprise 
the markets. 

At the November 2 meeting, 
the Governor said that rates 
would probably need to rise 
before very long, but that he 
was indinttl to wait a little to 
see whether there were dearer 
signs that the rate of expan¬ 
sion was easing off or how 
conflicting wage and price 
pressures developed. 

The Chancellor agreed that 
there should be no change at 
that stage, dting the some¬ 
what mixed economic indica¬ 
tors. He noted that manu¬ 
facturing industry was doing 
well, but that consumers re¬ 
mained cautious. 

In the event, rates were 
raised on the day after the 
Government’s defeat over 
VAT on fuel. In his testimony, 
Mr George insisted that the 
rate rise was not influenced by 
the uncertainty engendered in 
the markets because of polit¬ 
ical events and that a rate rise 
had been on the cards any¬ 
way. Yesterday's minutes con¬ 
firmed this. 
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Abbey National’s 680 branches hope to raise more than £100.000 for Childline, the 
charity headed by Esther Rantzen (pictured with Lord Tugendhat Abbey National's 
chairman), and beat the total of £96,000 donated last year by staff and customers 


i,000 donated last year by staff and customers 


Imro fines 
London 
life 
£50,000 

By Robert Miller 

LONDON Life, the insurance 
company owned by AMP. 
Australia’s largest insurer, 
was yesterday fined £50.000 
by Imro. the regulator for fund 
management companies. The 
firm was also ordered to pay 
costs of £35.000. 

Imro bought disciplinary 
proceedings against London 
Life for four breaches of its 
rules. The breaches, which 
took place between 1988 and 
1990. related to compliance 
arrangements, accounting 
records, client money bank 
accounts and custodian agree¬ 
ments. The regulator said that 
London life's mainstream UK 
life and pensions business, 
which has 95.000 policyhold¬ 
ers and £2 billion of funds 
under management, was not 
involved 

A spokesman for London 
Life said; “The fines were for 
technical and historic rule 
breaches relating to one corpo¬ 
rate client who is no longer 
with us." 

The latest fine is the fourth 
largest levied by Imro this 
year. So far this year. Imro 
has fined nine members a total 
of £481.000. Since 1991, when 
details of its fines were first 
made public, the regulator has 
issued 28 fines to tallin g £2.6 

milli on 

The largest of these was 
levied last year against 
Invesco, which had to pay 
£750,000. of which £150.000 
related to dealings with Max¬ 
well pensions hinds. Noble 
Lowndes, now part of 
Sedgwick Noble Lowndes, 
was ordered to pay £740.000 
last December. This was for 
breaches of the rules relating 
to churning and switching 
where investors were recom¬ 
mended to switch between 
products on grounds that were 
not justified. 



Highland lifts stake 
in Remy Cointreau 

HIGHLAND Distilleries, the independent wfaiskymaker.is 
investing £41.9 million to lift its stake Cointreau, the 

leadfrigFrench drinks group, from an effective 11.6 percept to 
16.1 per cent in an effort to cement the mowms cogeratrop 
between fee two companies. In a complex d^- Hffl iand 
buying Remy shares worth £19.4 million on fee Paris botuse. 
It is men transferring them to Oipar, an myestman: joint. 
venture feat fee group owns wife the Henard DunremL; 
family, which conmrfs Remy__ 


to lift its stake in urpar uy a « 

is doing so by buying oul a 50 percent atom,ad 
joint venture company it owns with Robertson & Baxta; the 
bottling company. Highland is issuing 5.4 million shares to 
Robertson & Baxter, which wfll lift fee company’s stake m 
Highland from 14.7 per cent to 18.2 p er cent T he two 
transactions will increase Orpafs stakein Remy titan 46.4 per 
cent to a rontrolfing 53.7 per cent, while Highland: interest in 
Orpat rises five points to 30 per cent Tempos, page 26 

Ladbroke post filled 

LADBROKE Group, fee hotels to casinos company."has 
completed its search for a new finance director with the 
appointment of Brian Wallace; currently filling the same 
post at Geest, fee fruit and prepared food shaper. Mr 
Wallace. 4a replaces Jerry O’Mahoney, who died in June. 
He joins in April, until when David Wilson wflTcbntinue as" 
stop-gap finance director. In due course, Mr Wilson, who 
joined from Ernst & Young, will be appointed to a senior 
management position within Ladbroke. Tempus, page 26 

Telegraph shares deal 

THE Telegraph, publisher of The Daily Telegraph, 
revealed yestoday feat Hollinger, its ultimate parent 
company, has agreed to buy7 million shares, or5.19 percent 
of fee company, at 450p from fee Telegraph Newspaper 
Trust between April ana November next year. The stake 
represents oearty all of the remaining holding of fee Berry- 
family, which origin ally sold fee newspaper to Conrad 
Black, the present chairman. Shares in The Telegraph rose 
from 347p to 390p yesterday. 

Ulster Bank buys NCB 

ULSTER Bank. NatWesfs Irish subsidiary yesterday 
announced that it had completed its long expected 
acquisition of NCB. a Dublin stockbroker. Ulster, fee fend 
largest bank in Ireland, will pay Lr£10 million plus a further 
Ir£15 million in loyalty and performance bonuses if NCB 
meets its profit targets over the next five years. NCB’s 
founding chairman. Dermot Desmond owns 53 per cent of 
fee business, one of Dublin's “Big Four" brokerages. 
Employees own fee balance. 


Electricity regulator accused 
of helping Trafalgar over bid 


Bonn official Low RJB application 


JACK CUNNINGHAM, the 
Shadow Trade Minister, has 
accused Stephen Littlechild. 
the electricity industry regula¬ 
tor, of giving helpful advice to 
Trafalgar House on its 
planned hostile takeover of 
Northern Electric. The accusa¬ 
tion came after Swiss Bank 
Corporation. Trafalgar’s ad¬ 
viser, admitted that Professor 
Littlechild said ft would be 
easier for him to consider a bid 
if there were a “tangible 
benefit for the consumer". 

The regulator made his 
comment last month during a 
private meeting wife Swiss 
Bank representatives. Trafal¬ 
gar later decided it would offer 
a £20 rebate to each Northern 
customer if it wins fee com¬ 
pany. The £12 billion bid, 
which Northern rejected as 
“wholly inadequate”, was 
launched on Monday. 

Dr Cunningham ques¬ 
tioned Professor Uttlechild’s 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


By Eric Reguly 

impartiality in a letter sent 
yesterday to Michael 
Heseltine. President of the 
Board of Trade. “Is this proper 
conduct for fee regulator?" he 
said. "Under which of his 
responsibilities does he advise 
companies engaged in hostile 
takeovers of regional electric¬ 
ity companies?"' 

Both fee regulator's office 
and Swiss Bank admit feat 
Professor Littlechild came up 
wife the idea of a "tangible 
benefit". But they insist he 
never suggested what form it 
would take, “ft would be 
totally wrong to say feat he 
entered into any negotiations 
regarding any consumer bene¬ 
fit." Brian Keelan. the Swiss 
Bank corporate finance man¬ 
aging director, who attended 
fee meeting, said. “He merely 
signalled that a tangible con¬ 
sumer benefit would be an 
important element." 

Separately. Dr Cunning- 
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ham said he would like fee 
regulator's opinion on the 
proposed E20 rebate itself. "If 
he believes Northern Electric 
customers were paying too 
much for their electricity, why 
didn’t he say so before?" 

Dr Cunningham asked Mr 
Heseltine to “urgently clarify" 
fee role of fee regulator. 

□ Trafalgar House, has sold 
one of its remaining luxury 
hotels, the Stafford in London, 
for £16 million to a subsidiary' 
of Daniel Thwaites. a brewery 
group based in the North West 
(Neil Bennett writes). 

The disposal comes after the 
sale of the Dukes Hotel this 
year and leaves Trafalgar wife 
The Ritz, which is now man¬ 
aged by the Mandarin Orien¬ 
tal hotel group from Hong 
Kong, an associate of Hong¬ 
kong Land. Trafalgar’s 25 per 
cent shareholder. 


resigns in 
Telekom row 

THE planned privatisation of 
Deutsche Telekom, the Ger¬ 
man state telecommunications 
group, has claimed another 
casualty, with the surprise 
resignation of a top official at 
the post ministry in Bonn 
(Colin Narbrough writes). 

The first DM15 billion 
tranche of Telekom, Europe's 
biggest telecommunications 
group, to be sold off in 
Germany, the United Stales, 
and Britain in early 1996. will 
be the biggest issue of German 
shares. 

The ministry said yesterday 
that Peter Bross. who headed 
the liberalisation and licens¬ 
ing division, bad handed in 
his resignation to Wolfgang 
Botsch, the Posts Minister. 
Herr Bross had been highly 
critical of the Government's 
plans for privatising Telekom. 

The week before last, 
Helmut Ricke resigned from 
the diairmanship of Telekom. 


Pennington, page 25 | Telekom alarm bells, page 27 

WTO starts with 
caretaker chief 
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above company. In accordance 
wlto toe provisions of Section 98 
of the tnsotvoracy Art 1986 will 
be hrld at The Sums Victoria 
Hotel. Milton SUM. Nofflnstum. 
NCI JP2 on S January 1998 M 
12.00 noon. The purposes of the 

m oca no are lo receive a statement 

of affairs and a report on l he com¬ 
pany from j director and IT urc 
creditors vvtsn to <to so. to nomi¬ 
nate a lnuidaior and appoint a 
liquidation committee 
■* its! of tne names and addresses 
of the company's creditors will he 
available for i ns pect ton ai the 
offices of Price wjuertunw ai 
victoria Hotac. 76 Milton Street. 
Nottingham NCI 4QY between 
the hours of lOODun and 
d.COpm on toe two business days 
prior lo lire day of toe meedoff 
Dor«l December let 1994 
By order of me Board 
J w FRYEP ■ DIRECTOR* 

Noire 

emutoro wishing lo vote at to is 
meeting must complete and lodge 
toe enclosed form of proxy, 
unless toey are Individuals 
attending to* meeting in person 
or are romnames □utoorauig a 
represaniallve under toe provl- 
Non, of Section T75 of the Com¬ 
panies Act 1985 Proxies must be 
returned to toe company at Price 

Waterhouse, Victoria House. 76 
MHIOB street. NnBtoghon, NOl 
30Y by 12 OO noon on a January 
1998. Creditors ore reminded 
that anginal and not faxed pros 
In are required. 

Alt creditors who wish lo vote at 
too meeting whether in per s on. 
Dy proxy or to some other way. i 
mini give details of their claim 
joolnM too company to witting. 
Statements of claim mas - be aem 

lo toe adore*. for returning prox¬ 
ies or brouohl to Ifto mcenng 
wnnsi there is nc- legal obligation 
cm creditors lo do so. II would be I 
appreciated U claims and proxies 
could be returned tn good time 
Before the meeting. _ 


Pursuant lo Section 46 of the 
In soUc no- Ad 1986 
WHTTE HART UTHO 
>19841 LIMITED 
REGISTERED NO 1784813 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECEIVER. 
ERIC WILLIAM SHEPPARD af 
POPPLETON * APPLEBY. 4 , 
Charterhouse Square. London. I 
ECIM oEN. 

Date of appointment isui 
D ecember 1994 

BY WHOM APPOINTED: JUUA 
CATHERINE NEW. 

DATE OF MORTOAGC DESEN 
TUBE. 24tli Asm 1986 
ASSETS SCORED: Tnr Wnolr 
of too Property and of the 

Co mpan y. 

D ATED the 15th day of Decem¬ 
ber 1994 
E W SHEPPARD. 

Administrative Receiver 


B8 RK G roup Limited 
HHRK Limned 
The Scone Dock Limited 
Vendau Soedal Filters Limited 
Cal bin Studios Monaoemenr 

Limned 

Beams Llgnung Limned 
lAU in Atmuiwranvr 
Receivership/ 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to Section of toe 

Insolvency Act 1986. mat a meet- 
top of to* creditors of toe above I 
named companies will be held af 
Mitigate House. 26 Old Bailey. 
London. EC4M 7PL an IJ Janu¬ 
ary 1995 at lO.OOam for too pur¬ 
pose of reed vino a report 
prepared by toe mil administra¬ 
tive reewvm and If toougnl fit lo 
establish a committee i-lfie credi¬ 
tors commute*"! in respect of any 
or all of toe companies lo exercise 
toe functions conferred on It by 
or under toe Insolvency Art 
1986. Proxies to be used at I he 
meeting mud be lodged, uwtoer 
with any claim lo be mode by toe 
a-edllor at toe above address no 
laier than 12 noon on 12 January' 

. »996 

Creditors whose claims are 
wholly secured are not entitled to 
attend or to bo represented at the 
meeting. 
n j voogni 

for N J Vooahl ana C J Bartow 

Joint Administrator Rccsfvera 

Dated. 12 December 1994 _ 

F1EUJ50N PTC 02081097 
IKCLEBY 1036) 

LIMITED. 2565196 
NOTICE TO THE CREDITORS 
OF THE ABOVE COMPANIES 
On 12 December 199a uie above 
companies wore placed In mem¬ 
bers’ voluntary liquidation and 
Anthony Victor Lomas of Price 
WMorhocnc was appointed IldUE 
dolor by me shareholders. 

The IMUMolor gives notice under 
toe provisions of Rule 4 I82A of 
toe Insolvency Rules 1986 tool 
toe auditors of me companies 
must send details. In writing, of 
any claim aoalnsi im componie. 
to ine Ihnudaior. al No t London 
Bridge. London S£l 9fjl_ by IB 
January 1996 which ft toe last 
day for proving claims. The dqul 
datoralaoqtYto notice mat he wui 
then make a final distribution lo 
creditors and Uul a creditor who 
docs not mote a claim by tne date 
man Honed will nof be Included In 
toe distribution. 

The companies are able lg pay all 
ll's known creditors In lull 
Dale 19 December 1994 
AV Lomas 
Ugumalor 


TRAVERS MORGAN LIMITED 
I IN ADMINISTRATION? 
HrgMcm] number: 2252567 
Nature of Busmen: CONSULT¬ 
ING ENGINEERS 
Trade Oamincallon- 07 
AdminsKrntfgfl Order made. 16 
DECEMBER 1994 
John Andrew Talbol & Martin 
FMuiun: Join! Adminwalon ' 
■office holder nos 27S1 a 64TOI i 
of Arthur Aodereoa.P.O Box 66. 1 
! Surrey 5tr*eL London WC£R 
2NT 


146 OXFORD STREET LIMITED 
COMPAN Y NUM BER 1161888. 

LOW ROBERTSON A CO. LIM¬ 
ITED MIS LTVIIL D GLAS S 
■HNSION TRUSTEE! LIMITED: 
910966. UNITED GLASS 
HOURLY PA ID SC HEME I PEN¬ 
SION TRUSTEE! LIMITED 
1465750 UNITED GLASS 
SENIOR MANAGEMENT ST AFT 
SCHEME (PENSION TRU ST EE' 
LIMITED. 1471316. UNITED 
GLASS STAFF SCHEME > PEN¬ 
SION TRUSTEE t LIMITED 
1429506. CALL IN MEMBERS 
VOLUNTARY LIQUIDATION!. 
NOTICE TO THE CREDITORS 
OF THE ABOVE NAMED 
COMPANIES 

On 16 De c ember 1994 tne above 
named companies were placed ip 
m cnnbcn ' voluntary UauMaUon 
and Antoony victor Lamas af 
Price Waterhouse was appointed 
iMufdaMr by toe shareholder* 
The UuuMalcr gives notice under 

toe srovum of Rule a i 82 A of 
; toe Insolvency Rules 1986 tool 

toe creditors of each company 
rnud send details, in writing. at 
any claim ooabtsi toe company to 
toe ihniMator. ai No 1 London 
Bridge London SE1 9QL by 26 
January 1993 which fa the last 
day for proving claims. The Horn 
, dalor also gives noace chat he will 
Uimi males a Rnal dtstmtilMn to 
creditors and toar a creator who 
doas not nuic a claim by toe dale 
mentioned win not be Included In 
toe dMrlbution. 

Each company Is able to pay all 
la known creation in niD. 

Daw 16 December 1994 
AV Lomas 
t iquf d jUCT 

A VL/Hk'/YMVOSOl/WHIP 
TraMlInk Distribution Untiled 
The insolvency Act and Rides 
1906 

to accordance wlto Rule 4 106 
Brian J Hamblin and P R 
HandUIn of Panrwn Kerr Forster. 
Ruined House, 1 59 Dianes 
Street. Leicester. LEI 1LD the 
notice tool on 16 Dece m ber 1994 
they were appointed Joint UquF 
dolors of Translink Dmn&uaon 
Umlled by resohittani of mem¬ 
bers and creditors. 

Notice Is hereby given toat me 
creditors of toe above flamed 
company, which Is being volun¬ 
tarily wound uo. are required, on 
or before February |7 I99B lo 
send In ineir full Christian rutd 
surnames, ineir addressees and 
descriptions, fun particulars of 
toelr debts or claims, awl the 
names and addresses of toelr 
SOUdlcrs f|f arqn. to the under 
shmed Brun J Hamblin of 
PannoU House. 159 diaries 
BireeL Lcleeuer. LEI 1LD. the 
-lolnl Uoutddtoc « toe saw com¬ 
pany. and. if so required by notice 
In writing from the said Joint Uq 
uidolor. are. personally or by 
toctr SeUcllars. lo come In and 
prove toelr debts or claims at 
such lime and place *» snail or 
specified In such notice, or In 
default uinreof (hey will be 
occluded from the benefit of any 
distribution. 

Doted: 15 December 1994 
P R Hamblin 

Join! Liquidator_ 


NO.0O7773 Of 1994 

IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVTSION 
IN THE MATTER OF 
U880RNE PIC 
- and - 

TN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1966 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN tool 
a Petition was on Slh day or 
December 1994 presented ro Her 
Majesty's Hum Court of Justice 
roe toe connmuiUafi of toe reduc¬ 
tion of the share capital of me 
■bovenomed company Iran 
£12200.000 lo C3.946.t49.06 
AND NOTICE » FURTHER 
GIVEN mat toe said Petition ts 
directed lo be heard before Mr 
Registrar Buckley at toe Royal 
Courts of Jisties. Strand. London 
WC2A 2LL on Wednesday. 18th 
January 1996 

ANY CREDITOR or shareholder 
of toe said Company desiring to 
oppose toe making of an Order 
for toe c onfi r mation of the said 
reduction of share capital should 
> appear ai too tuna of tne hearing 
In Person or by Counsel foe oval 
purpose. 

A copy of toe said Petition win be 
furnished lo any such prrson 
requiring the same by the 

undermentioned solicitors on 

Daymen of the regulated cnarne 
i lor to* Mme. 

Dated tins 22nd day of Dscemeer 
1994 

ASHUPST MORRIS CRISP 

Broadwolk House 

5 Arnold Street 

London EC2A 2HA 

Ref: 8AW/UI1600010 

T*L 071 638 1111 

BoUcBors for too said Company 

INSOLVENCY RULES 1986 
RULE 4.106m 
NEW ADAMS 
FURNISHERS LIMITED 
IN CREDTTORS 
VOLUNTARY LIQUIDATION 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
ton From. Licens'd btsoivrncy 
Practitioner of Ian Franses Also 
Gates. Conduit House. 24 Cana tut 
Place. London W2 iep was 
appointed Liquidator ot toe 
active-named company on toe 
I6to December 1994. 

AD creditors who have hof 
already donr so ore Invued to 
prove toelr debts in writing to Mr 
Ian Franses at Condull Howe. 2d 
Conduit Ptacc. London W2 l HP 

l Franses - Liquidator _ 

THE INSOLVENCY RULES 1986 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE No 4T84 of 1994 
OfANCEHY DTVfSION 
COMPANIES COURT 
•5T PUBLICATIONS LTD 
W LIQUIDATION) 
NOTICE S HEREBY GIVEN Wat 
Mr John Andrew Talbol and Mr 
Martin Fishman. chartered 
Accountants of Arthur Anderson. 
PO Boa 86. 1 Surrey Street. 
London WC2P SNT, were 
appointed Joint Liquidators of toe 
above named company on 7 
December 1994. 

Dated this 14 day of December 
1994 

John Talbot and Martin Ftollman 
Jolnl Liinuaalors 


RoctcH Restaurants Limited 
tn Administrative Recelvershlp- 
Proistered Number. 1969109 
NOTICE IS HEREBY CRVEN pur¬ 
suant to Section 4B of toe Insol¬ 
vency Act 1986. toat a general 
mee tin g of toe unsecured cretfl- 
ten ot toe above-named company 
will be held al BOO Slpy Hay 
word. 8 Baker Street. London 
WIM IDA on 6 January i»96 al 
to 30 hrs for the purpose of hav 
Ing o rep ort laid before Use meet¬ 
ing and of hearing any 
upUiuston Out may be given by 

toe Administrative Receivers 
Creditors whose claims are 
wholly secured are not entitled lo 
attend or be re prevented 
Please Me tool a creditor is 
entitled le vole only u be tun 
delivered lo the Administrative 
Receivers al BDO Stay Hayward. 
B Baker Street. London. wtM 
lOA. not later toon 12 OO hrs on 
5 January 199S details In wrlluid 
ot toe debt claimed to be due Iran 
toe com pa tvv and the cUJm has 
been duly admitted under toe pro¬ 
visions of the Insolvency Rules 
1986 and there has been lodged 
wlto the Administrative 

Receivers any proxy which toe 
creditor intends lo be used on nH 

behalf 

Malcolm Cohen 

JWnl Administrative Receiver 


CommunlcB Software 
Europe Limited 
The Insolvency Art 1966 
NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN, toat 
Creditors of toe above named 

company, which o being volun¬ 
tarily wound up. are reoulred. on 
or Pelore me 26th January 1996. 
ro send their full Christian and 
surnames, toelr a ddre ss es and 
descriptions, full particulars of 
toelr debt or dnlm and Ihc noma 
and addmses of thetr Solicitors 
ill anyt. to me undersigned Jamie 
Taylor of Men Taylor Ootoam 1 
& Fry The Old Exchange. £34 
6«vUKXiurcn Rood. Soumrnd-an- 
Sea. Essex SSI 2EC. toe Jlqulda- 
lor of tor said c ompa ny, and. if so 
required by notice in writing 
from to* said Liquidator, are. per¬ 
sonally. or by toetr BoUoiors to 
come in and prove toetr debts or 
Claims al such lime ofiq place ns 
shall be spetaned in such nonce, 
or in default thereof LhrV wui be 
excluded from the benefit of any 
abuibuiloii modr btsore turn 
debt* ore proved, 
doted I Sto December 1994 
Jamie Taylor - UauMator 


TRAVERS MORGAN 
INTERN ATIOhtAl. LIMITED 
ON ADM INSTRATI ON I 
RegKcred number; 123577a 
Nature of Business’ 
CONSULTING CNCtNEERS 
Trade Gasunrotlon: 07 
Adminstranon order mode- 
ie DECEMBER 1994 
John Andrew Talbol 6 Martin 
Fishman: Jolnl admlntitraigrs 
tpffJO- holder nos 2731 & 6470} 
o! Arthur Anderson. P O. Box 66. 
1 Surrey Street. London WG>R 
2NT 


From Sharmila Devi 

IN GENEVA 

PETER SUTHERLAND will 
be (he caretaker chief of fee 
World Trade Organisation for 
len weeks from iis New Year’s 
Day launch to allow time for 
the leading trading nations to 
agree to a permanent appoint¬ 
ment of a director-general, 
officials said yesterday. 

The European Union. 
America and Asia each have 
their favoured candidate to 
head the new body. The delay 
in selecting fee director-gener¬ 
al has proved ro be an embar¬ 
rassment amid the fanfare 
feat accompanied the launch 
of the WTO. 

Mr Sutherland, of Ireland, 
who is credited with guiding 
the Uruguay Round Accord on 
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Sutherland: guided deal 


trade liberalisation through 
seven tortuous years of negoti¬ 
ation. has indicated that he 
does not want to stay in the 
post permanently. He has 
been director-general of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade since July 1993. 
after having served as a Euro¬ 
pean Competition Commis¬ 
sioner and chairman of Allied 
Irish Banks. 

Andras Szepcsi. Hungary’s 
trade ambassador to Gan. 
which will be replaced by the 
WTO, announced in an offi¬ 
cial statement that Mr Suther¬ 
land had agreed to stay in 
office until March 15 to allow 
for a smooth transition. 

The mast likely choice for 
the permanenrjob is the EU’s 
candidate. Renato Ruggiero, a 
former Italian trade minister, 
who has 50 per cent of fee 
votes from the 125 members of 
Gatt. President Clinton has , 
signalled Washington’s sup¬ 
port for Carlos Salinas dc 
Gortari. fee former Mexican 
Presidcnr. 


RJB MINING, fee company which has bought the English 
mines from British Coal, yesterday revealed a low uptake from 
‘ fee public for its shar es. RJB said that it . had received 
applications for only IffI million shares from the public 
against the total of 125 million shares which had previously 
been placed wife City institutions. Only 5 per cent of the offer 
had been set aside for fee public leaving fee public offer 43 per 
cent subscribed. Of the company’s employees. 64 per cent 
applied for shares. RJB said it was delighted wife fee response 

Call for building Bill 

A GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED committee has endorsed 
calls for a new Construction Contracts Bill to assist a 30 per 
cent improvement in the efficiency of Britain's buOding 
industry. Advisers say the Bflj should oblige all contractors 
insure against latent defects in their work, outlaw unfair 
contract conditions, and set a new framework for liability for 
shortcomings. The Bill could be placed before Parliament 
during the 1995-96 session after consultation on draft clauses. 
The committee was chaired by Sir Michael Latham. 

EU inflation steady 

ANNUAL inflation in the European Union was unchanged 
at 3 per cent in November, the lowest level since March 1987, 
Eurostat the statistical service, said. France continued to 
have fee lowest rate at 1.6 per cent Belgium and 
Luxembourg had 2 percent Denmark 11; the Irish Republic 
2.4: The Netherlands 2S, Britain 2.6; and Germany 2.7. 
Annual inflation in Italy and Portugal was 4 per cent while, 
in Spain it was 4.4 and in Greece 10.6 per cent The rates 
compared with 0.8 per cent in Japan and 2.7 in America. 

Bids sought for pit stake 

BRITISH Coal and Commercial Union are seeking offers 
for their 14.81 per cent interest in Australia's most productive 
coal mining complex, German Creek in Queensland. The 
complex, which involves two deep mines and an opencast 
operation, produced five million tonnes of high-quality coal 
last year. British Coal’s share, held jointly with CU through 
Capricorn Coal Developments, amounts to 13 2 percent The 
disposal is part of the privatisation of the British state coal 
corporation and is being handled by Samuel Montagu. 

Aerospace acquisition 

AEROSPACE Engineering, the aerospace and electronic 
components company, is acquiring PascaU Electronics 
(Holdings) for a maximum consideration of £5.5 million in 
rash and shares, in the year to September 30. 1993, fee 
business earned proGts of £184,000 before tax on turnover of 
15-3 million. Aerospace reported profits of £35.000 on 
turnover of E7.47 million for the six months to October 31. 
compared with £127.000 and £7.7 million respectively last 
time. The interim dividend is held at 025p a share. 

Starmin survival plan 

STARMIN. fee troubled quarries company, unveiled a 

feSDhui P ^ yesterdai !' i 7116 whi <to announced 

doubled pre-tax annud losses of £23.2 million in July, is 

issuing new shares to raise £2.48 million and seffine its livie 

K»r^d in z, co rh“ d for l : 3 muiion - ^ »«£SEe 

oe replaced as chairman by accountant Edward Weiss, 
shareholders meeting has been convened for January TL 
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□ Rush to judgment on building societies □ Lloyd’s shrinks again □ Trafalgar and the power regulator 


□ THE Office of Fair Trading 
continues to work in mysterious 
ways. While it has spent the best 
pan of a year deliberating on the 
complex competitive pressures 
within the pre-paid funerals 
market, it has managed to deter¬ 
mine in less than a month that 
the proposed £90 billion merger 
between Halifax and the Leeds 
building societies poses no threat 
whatsoever to the hallowed 
shrines of the free market 

How reassuring that Britain's 
competition regulator can be so 
sure in its judgment so quickly! 
The rocket scientists within the 
OFT dearly grasped the complexi¬ 
ties of Britain's mortgage and 
savings market within touts of 
the merger being announced and 
have now determined that the 
behemoth that will emerge from 
the union will have as much 
difficulty selling its wares to the 
public as the two did individually. 

A more pedestrian outfit may 
have taken longer to come to such 
a decision. Market shares are, 
after all highly subjective things. 
When companies want to impress 
the world at large they are often 
puffed up like bullfrogs. But when 
the same companies want to 
dodge a regulatory cosh they sud¬ 
denly shrink into insignificance. 

The financial services industry 
is particularly prone to such 
subjectivivty. In. the mortgage 
market alone, there is a bewilder¬ 
ing choiceof ways to count market 


Office of free trading 


share. A lender can quote his 
share of gross assets, of gross 
new lending or net new lending. 
As figures from Abbey National 
prove, such figures can fluctuate 
considerably depending on the 
products and rates a society has 
on offer in a given month. 
Bluntly, a society can massage its 
market share in the short term to 
any figure it chooses. 

Then again, there are different 
aspects to the mortgage market. 
Building societies attract dif¬ 
ferent types of customers than 
the centralised lenders and even 
the banks, so a regulator could 
argue that each should be re¬ 
garded as a distinct market. If so 
the Halifax/Leeds merger would 
undoubtedly break the golden 25 
per cent market share barrier 
that should trigger an investiga¬ 
tion by the Monopolies and 
mergers Commission. 

There is also a strong argu¬ 
ment that the mortgage and 
savings markets are local or 
regional, so the concentration of 
Halifax and Leeds branches in 
their Yorkshire heartland de¬ 
serves special scrutiny. 

The retail financial services 
industry is undergoing fun¬ 


damental changes with the end 
of the building society movement 
in prospect With this merger 
looming, the OFT had a perfect 
opportunity to rail for a full-scale 
MMC inquiry to lay out the 
parameters for further inevitable 
consolidation within the in¬ 
dustry. Such an inquiry would 
not have disadvantaged either 
society since the merger process 
will take months. For whatever 
reason, the OFT have waved this 
deal through with indecent 
haste. That leaves the way dear 
for a complete free-for-all to 
determine the future of a key 
component of the British 
economy. 

Farewell old names, 
hello new names 

□ THE KINDEST thing you 
can say about Lloyd's is that it is 
consolidating after years of 
trauma. A foil of 6 per cent in 
capacity for 1995 might make 
sense as a cautious response to 
the insurance cycle levelling off. 
But in many sectors Lloyd's does 
not set premium levels any more. 
It is merely losing its share of 


Pennington 



markets that others reckon are 
still pretty healthy. 

No prizes for guessing why. At 
14,800, the ranks of individual 
underwriting names have 
shrunk fay 15 per cent over the 
year and will be 44 per cent down 
on the 1989 peak of more than 
26,000, whose experience proved 
so dismal. Internal names, who 
have suffered more than some 
publicity would suggest, will 
shrink well below 3JXX), prob¬ 
ably less than half the 1988 peak. 

The switch to limited liability 
continues apace. In 1995. cor¬ 
porate underwiters will provide 
nearly a quarter of capacity, up 
from 15 per cent last year. And 
even the individual names will 
predominantly put their money 
m pooled unit trust type arrange¬ 


ments. Given the liberal new 
rules for corporate underwriting 
in 1995, growth there must be 
considered disappointing. This 
is, for better or worse, where the 
future of Lloyd's ties. There also 
tie the new problems. 

Many individual names are 
just trading out of their losses 
through better years without 
much long-term commitment to 
the market. Their numbers will 
eventually shrink to the truly 
rich putting their all into niche 
underwriting syndicates. As lim¬ 
ited liability underwriting and its 
ices become the norm. 



capital employed 
liability allowed. 

Where are the new unique 
selling propositions Lloyd’s will 
need to compete with the regular 
corporate insurers? Not in the 
retail markets, where Lloyd’s is 
an also-ran in the direct-selling 
cost revolution. Nor in catas¬ 
trophe insurance, where a couple 
of good years have already 
attracted a new generation of 
fair-weather capital. There are 
plenty of new insurance markets, 
with novel risks to match. 


Lloyd’s will need to develop its 
expertise there, and recover its 
nerve, to become more than a 
relic of past glories and disasters. 

Northern 

cheek 

□ WHAT is one to make of the 
decision of the electricity regu¬ 
lator apparently to collude with 
Trafalgar House in its hostile 
£1.2 billion takeover bid for 
Northern Electric? Stephen 
Littlechfld implied on Tuesday 
that the purchase of Northern by 
AN Other regional company 
would cause problems by wiping 
out one of his bases of compari¬ 
son. By contrast a buyer from 
outside the industry would not, 
which would seem to tilt the 

g aytng field in Trafalgar’s 
vour. 

Now we learn that Trafalgar 
directors, presumably at meet¬ 
ings a month ago when the 
company first broached with 
Professor littlechild the subject 
of a possible bid for Northern, 
learnt that their path might be 
greased if a few bob went the 
way of the customer too. It is time 


a couple of facts were firmly 
stated. One. the Trafalgar bid 
looks increasingly like a tax- 
driven device “by Hongkong 
Land, funded by funny money in 
the form of convertibles, to ship 
some assets from the colony to a 
safe haven ahead of 1997. So 
some of those pennies offered to 
freezing Northern customers 
would come courtesy of the 
British taxpayer. 

Second, it is not up to the 
regulator, but the DTI and OFT 
to decide if the bid should go 
ahead, and the betting looks to 
favour a reference, not least on 
political grounds. The regulator 


may wejfhave been mugged by 
the electricity industry during 


the August tariff review, but 
there is no reason for him to 
gang up with outsiders to settle 
the score in any forthcoming 
open bid season. 

Outside influence 

□ THE board of Central Trans¬ 
port Rental (aka Tip honk) had 
full confidence in Robert Monta¬ 
gue. It took personal bankruptcy 
petitions from clearing banks to 
remove the founder after a long 
series of financial setbacks. An 
American shareholder stiffened 
Saatchi & Saatchi’s previously 
compliant board to ship the 
eponymous, impregnable Mau¬ 
rice. Where, pray, were the non¬ 
executive directors on their own? 


Walker 
Greenbank 
in call 
for £16m 

By Susan Gilchrist 

WALKER Greenbank. the 
wallcoverings and fabrics 
group, is calling on share¬ 
holders for £168 milli on to 
finance the £6.45 acquisi¬ 
tion of Warner Fabrics 
and to help to fund the 
group’s capital , expendi¬ 
ture plans. 

The group is paying 
£4.45 million in cash for 
Warner, which supplies 
furnishing fabrics to the 
topend or the retail trade, 
and assuming about £2 
millio n of outstanding 
bank debt 

Shareholder are being 
offered one new share for 
every five existing shares 
at 90p each, a 19 per cent 
discount to Tuesday’s dos¬ 
ing price of 107>ap. The 
rights issue is folly under¬ 
written by S G Warburg. 

Charles Wightman. 
Walker Greenhank’s chief 
executive, said that 
Warner fitted perfectly 
with the group's existing 
consumer operations and 
be believed there was con¬ 
siderable scope to improve ; 
its profitability. He said 
the business's large design 
archive would also be 
valuable. This is a very 
sweet deal," he said. 

Last year, the business 
incurred a loss before tax¬ 
ation of £453,000 on sales 
of £827 minion. Net assets 
stood at £3.69 million. 

Walker Greenbank re¬ 
quires about'E9.4 mflfion 
to invest tat a new distribu¬ 
tion fatality and office com¬ 
plex for Muraspec, its 
commercial wallcoverings 
and fabrics business, 
which is the largest con¬ 
tributor to group profits. 

The group said thal the 
strong trend seen in the 
first halt when underlying 
sales rose 17 per cent had 
continued into the second 
hall As a result the board 
forecasts pretax profits for 
the year to January 3L 
1995. will exceed £8-M 
million,, up from £7.08 
million in the previous 
period. - 

The directors intend to 
recommend a final divi¬ 
dend of 230p (2LI0p) mak¬ 
ing a total payout of 3.6(h) 
&30p). __ 

Tempos, page 26 


Boddington buys 
ten nursing 
homes from Bupa 

By Martin Waller and Robert Miller 


JAMES MORGAN 


BODDINGTON Group, the 
pub operator based in the 
North West is expanding 
further into healthcare with 
the purchase of ten nursing 
homes from Bupa, the private 
medical insurance group. The 
deal makes Boddington, still 
best associated with its brew¬ 
ing interests sold to Whitbread 
five years ago. one of the ten 
biggest nursing home groups 
in Britain. 

Boddington is buying Bupa 
Care for the Elderly for £27 
million. An additional £3.7 
million in the bank at the 
business will be refonded to 
the vendor. The purchase is 
part, of .a continuin g. retrench¬ 
ment by Bupa, Britain’s larg¬ 
est private medical insurer, 
which has also announced 
that it is closing all ten of its 
member service centres over 
the next two years. 

The Bupa business being 
bought by Boddington has 448 
registered beds, mainly in the 
smith of England. The pur¬ 
chase of <me of the ten is 
dependent on modification of 
ah existing planning cove¬ 


nant and if this is not forth¬ 
coming the home will not be 
bought and the purchase price 
will be cut by £1.45 million. 

Boddington already has IS 
nursing homes and 725 beds 
and approached Bupa in the 
summer. The deal, said Denis 
Cassidy, the chairman, will 
enhance earnings in the 1995- 
96 financial year and there¬ 
after. The operation of nursing 
homes, he added, was a natu¬ 
ral extension of the pubs and 
holds that hum the compa¬ 
ny's core business. 

"There is a bigger older 
population and an undersup¬ 
ply in the market of -places 
where those people can reside 
when they become depen¬ 
dent" he added. “We have 
bought the only other compa¬ 
rable group in the market 
Bupa, which is why we went to 
see them.” 

As a result he said, further 
bag acquisitions in the nursing 
home area were unlikely. 

Bupa is to shut all its service 
centres, its regional network 
dealing direct with its mem¬ 
bers, will affect up to 400jobs. 


Bupa, which has about a 48 
per cent share of the £2 trillion- 
plus private medical insur¬ 
ance market said that another 
200 jobs would be created in 
tiie restructuring. A spokes¬ 
man added that any staff who 
were made redundant would 
receive “well above the statu¬ 
tory minimum redundancy 
payments and individual 
counselling". 

The centres will be dosed in 
two phases. Among the first to 
go are Bournemouth, which 
will dose in February, fol¬ 
lowed in April by Leeds and 
Oxford and Bipmley in June. 
The second phase of closures 
wtU begin in the spring of 
1996, with Woodford, and in 
the summer by Bristol. 

In a letter to Bupa employ¬ 
ees Roger Hyraas, managing 
director of Bupa Membership, 
said that Bupa House is 
scheduled to open in the 
spring of 1996. It will be the 
head office for the member¬ 
ship, health services and inter- 
nationaJ divisions. 

Tempos, page 26 


‘Soap wars’ take 
toll on Hickson 

By Martin Barrow, city news editor 


HICKSON litternationa], the 
specialist chemicals company, 
has fallen victim to the so- 
called soap wars between Le¬ 
ver Brothers and Prater & 
Gamble. 

Hickson said yesterday it 
had' been told that Lever 
Brothers, the. UK detergents 
subsidiary of Unilever, would 
not be taking any more of its 
soap . powder accelerator 
through 1995. Lever said ithad 
sufficient stocks of the acceler¬ 
ator after reformulating deter¬ 
gents and reducing its use. 

Hickson said that the prod¬ 
uct contributed about £8 mil¬ 
lion a year to group profits 
and it.was in discussions with 
existingand potential custom¬ 
ers to fill capacity at its Irish 
PharinaChem pfant 

Ithad secured initial offers 


from two companies in the 
past month, with contracts 
likely early m 1995. However, 
lengthy lead times meant 
PharmaChem was unlikely to 
be back in foil production 
before next autumn. 

Hickson said that group 
employee numbers would foil 
by about200 by the end of next 
year as part of an on-going 
cost-cutting drive. 

The company said it would 
meet profit expectations for the 
current year. Other group busi¬ 
nesses continued to perform to 
expectations, although Hickson 
Keriey remained weak. Total 
cost of the rationalisaifcto pro¬ 
gramme was £73 million, of 
which £3 million was charged 
in. 1993 and £4.5 million win be 
set against the results for die 
year to December. 


Coats Viyella 
feels effect of 
mild autumn 

THE warm autumn weather 
has hit demand for knitwear 
and carpets at Coats Viyella, 
Britain’s biggest textile com¬ 
pany. But toe group still ex¬ 
pects profits for 1994 to emerge 
in line with City expectations 
(Susan Gilchrist writes). 

Coats expects operating 
profits in the year to Decem¬ 
ber 31 will be ahead of last 
year, but says there will be no 
repeat of last year’s £212 
million exceptional gain. Pre¬ 
tax profits wfll be in line with 
market forecasts which range 
between £150 million and £175 
million. Earnings per share 
are expected to be well up on 
last year due to a lower tax 
charge. Yesterday the shares 
fen 5p to l89p. 

Tfae group has found a 
successor to Russell Walls, the 
finance director who leaves at 
die end of this month. 


Queens Moat board called to account 


By Philip Pangalos 


rant of Queens Moat 
, the debt-Jaden hotels, 
hat is in the throes of a 
d -restructuring}, re- 
a grilling from share- 
atyesterday’s deferred 


; than 200 shareholders 
d gathered at London's 
Elizabeth n Confer- 
ntre for'what proved to. 
U-tempered affair were 
clearer as to what the- 




N* 







zy Metcalfe, non-exec- 
i airman, told holders 
ir shares would not be 
ss after then financial 
uring. But. the feeling 
y at fee meeting was 
d up by the investor 
sed: “Is there a chance 
we wiD emerge from 
■e with any value?" 
detralfe said that, as- 


Andrew CoppeL chief executive, flanked by fellow directors 


suming current 
continued, the group would be 
viable and the shares would 
have a value, though there 
would be no dividend in the 
foreseeable future. 

Mr Metcalfe said that he 
had hoped to complete the 


restructuring proposals by the 
summer, but the number of 
banks, involved and the size of 
the debts had delayed the 
process. The costs of restruc¬ 
turing. including advice to 
banks, stand at £42 mfib’on. 

Queens Moat sent a circular 


to shareholders last week, 
setting out proposals to con¬ 
vert debts into shares, to be 
voted on at a special meeting 
early in foe new year. 

Under the restructuring 
plan, existing shareholders 
would keep 40 per cent of the 
enlarged share capital, with 
preference shares converted 
into ordinary shares on en¬ 
hanced terms. Queens Moat 
has also proposed that deben¬ 
ture stock tains be amended 
to waive existing breaches of 
security, covenants. 

Mr Metcalfe reminded in¬ 
vestors that if the restructur¬ 
ing were not to proceed, 
insolvent liquidation could not 
be avoided. . 

Mr Metcalfe said the com¬ 
pany was vigorously fighting 

the claims for unfair dismissal 
bring pursued by former di¬ 
rectors. He said Queens Moat 
would counter-claim. 



Denis Cassidy, left, and Andrew Gaiety, Boddington finance director, alter announcing the Bupa purchase yesterday 


Get wise for ’ 95 .. . it could be the 

Bigg est Profit Boom In 
Penny Share History! 

Discover the New Year’s hottest low-cost shares. Claim your 
FREE copy of Britain’s leading investment newsletter 

Penny Share Guide 


If 1994 was any indication of 
future potential, then 1995 
could be a phenomenal year 
for penny share profits. 

Just a glance at the 
official Top 20 risers of all 
shares on the Stock Market 
(Da Last re am Top Risers - 
13/12/93-13/12/94) shows 
that 18 out of the 20 were 
penny shares! 

And since January 
1993*, the value of shares 
on the FT-SE SmallCap (the 
main index for penny 
shares) has beaten the 
FT-SE 100 by a stunning 
25096. 

The fact is these low- 
cost investments (under £1 
per share) can multiply their 
value over and over again. 

Why is this? The secret 
of tilts amazing (and under- 


expjoired) phenomenon is 
the booming market for 
small, publicly traded 
companies. Because small 
companies are largely 
ignored by big City investors 
and because they often have 
the greatest potential 
for growth, penny shares 
can offer you the most 
explosive and satisfying way 
to profit. 

Now is the time 
to profit 

Our top level research 
shows th3t in the 3 years 
following a recession, 
smaller companies (many of 
them are penny shares) 
outperform the rest of the 
market by a significant 
margin. It happened after 
the ’74-’75 slump. It 


happened after the 
’82 recession . . . and 
now, as we enter a period 
of dynamic economic 
recovery, the value of penny 
shares could continue to 
soar. 

And with most banks 
and financial institutions 
offering direct access to 
cheap share dealing 
services, there is nothing 
to stop you from being 
in on these amazing 
investments. 

All you need is the 
right form of knowledge 
and real desire to improve 
your wealth. You can exploit 
this lucrative market right 
now. Penny Share Guide is 
Britain’s premier newsletter 
for tipping smaller 
companies that display the 


most explosive potential for 
growth and profit 

Act today and claim your 
free copy of Penny 
Share Guide pins 
an exclusive market 
report that reveals the 


of penny shares. 

CALL 0171-625 8656 
NOW OR FILL IN THE 
COUPON BELOW. 

EXTRA EXTRAS! As part 
of our special new reader’s 
offer you can get more than 
£30 off your first year’s 
subscription to PENNY 
Share GuiDE-officiaLLy 
£59.50 you can read all 12 
Information-packed issues 
for just £25! 


*hwy*Sne jjotr January "SS FT-SSarf^ompaforined FT-SE KM bj2SB% 

Fleet Street Publications Lid, FREEPOST, IBC House, Brookfcsnds Industrial Park, Weybridge, 5uircy KTI3 OBR. 

YESI Please rush me a FREE copy of the Penny Share Guide plus the FREE penny share market report pack 
and details of how 1 can save over £30 off my first year's subscription to Penny Share Guide. 


NAME. 


MR/MRS/MS 


ADDRESS. 


. POSTCODE 


Now send uk 

Fleet Street Pubfications Ltd, FREEPOST, IBC House, Brookkmds Industrial Park, 
W eybridge, Surrey KT13 OBR (no stamp required). 



DMQC 
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City ready for Trafalgar 
raid on Northern shares 


TRAFALGAR HOUSE is 
poised to step up the pressure 
in its £12 billion battle for 
control of Northern Electric by 
raiding the stock market in an 
attempt to pick up 10 per cent 
of the shares. 

Word in the Square Mile 
last night claimed that Swiss 
Bank Corporation, which is 
advising Trafalgar, is ready to 
pounce, spending £130 million 
buying shares at £10.48 a 
share, equivalent to the cash 
alternative included in the bid 
terms. Brokers say that with 
the Northern share price clos¬ 
ing 2p easier at £10. Trafalgar 
would be foolish not to take 
advantage of the situation. 

Under Takeover Panel rules 
Trafalgar. Ip firmer at 75p, 
can buy up to 10 per cent of the 
company in the marketplace. 

An opening 40-point rise on 
Wall Street enabled share 
prices on the London market 
to extend their traditional pre- 
Christmas rally. 

But it was a half-hearted 
affair with an early futures-led 
advance running out of steam 
after becoming influenced by 
the inevitable seasonal festivi¬ 
ties. 

But the opening rise in the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
enabled the FT-SE100 index to 
move back into positive terri¬ 
tory during the last hour of 
trading to close at its best of 
the day. up L2J at 3,070.4. 

Trading remained thin as 
institutional investors began 
squaring up portfolios ahead 
of the year-end. By the dose of 
business, only 584 million 
shares had changed hands. 

Attention was again focused 
on Glaxo as the price respond¬ 
ed with a jump of 23p at 685p 
as American buyers moved in. 
On Tuesday, the group an¬ 
nounced that the US patent on 
Zantac, its anti-ulcer treat¬ 
ment. had been extended until 
July 1997. Credit Lyonnais 
Lamp. the broker, has upgrad¬ 
ed its recommendation in 
Glaxo from a hold to a buy. 
There was also institutional 
support for Zeneca. 12p to 
899p, WeUcome. lOp to 706p, 
and SmithKJine Beecham. 8p 
to 472p. 

Insurance shares were hit 
by the news that the Halifax 
Building Society was cutting 
premiums on household in¬ 
surance by an average of 20 
per cent starting in the New 
Year. The Halifax also 
planned to introduce a no¬ 
claims discount. It was bad 
news for the insurance com¬ 
posites which now fear a price 
war. Losses were recorded in 



mm 


Household insurance premium cuts damaged shares 


Comm ercial Union. 7p to 
5J7p. Guardian Royal Ex¬ 
change, 3p to 175p, General 
Accident. Up to 519p. Royal 
Insurance 9p to 279p and San 
Alliance, I3p to 300p. 

Interest in the property sec¬ 
tor was rekindled by reports 
that die Kuwait Investment 
Office had been offered El-5 
billion by a consortium, head¬ 
ed by Barings merchant bank. 


rescue package can be 
thrashed out for Stanhope 
Properties in which it has a 30 
per cent stake. 

Central Transport Rental 
Group, the debt-laden trailer 
rental group, which until re¬ 
cently traded under the name 
of Tiphook, fell 3p to 32p after 
Robert Montague stepped 
down as chief excutive. He will 
be replaced by Ian Clubb. who 


Speculative buying lifted Norcros 4p to 107p as talk of a bid 
from Rugby, up 2p at I22p, did the the rounds. Brokers claim 
that the building supplies group has looked vulnerable since 
last month's figures when it revealed difficulty in passing on 
price rises to customers because of Gerce competition. 


for its St Martins Property 
portfolio. Brokers took it as a 
sign that confidence had be¬ 
gun to return io the property 
sector. The Kuwaitis say St 
Martins is not for sale. 

There were rises for 
Hammerson, I6p to 343p. 
Slough Estates. Up to 226p. 
and MEPC. 2p to 380p after 
going ex-dividend. British 
Land also rose (6p to 376p 
amid growing hopes that a 


joined the company as chair¬ 
man in September. Mr Mon¬ 
tague ’has derided not to 
defend a bankruptcy petition 
being brought againsr him at 
a hearing tomorrow. If he is 
judged to be bankrupt, his 
service contract will be termi¬ 
nated immediately. 

Hie Telegraph, publlsherof 
The Daily Telegraph and 
Sunday Telegraph , rebound¬ 
ed 33p to 390p on learning that 
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TELEGRAPH GROUP: 
CONRAD BLACK 
POISED TO BUY 
fS MORE SHARES 


[ Telegraph Group 
share price 
_Ipomal 




Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Conrad Black, its chief, in¬ 
tends to add to his 58.56 per 
cent stake in the company. 
Under an agreement with Hie 
140 Trustee Company, trustee 
of the Telegraph Newspaper 
Trust he is to acquire an extra 
7 million shares, or 5 per cent 
at prices up to 450p. 

Earlier this year the Tele¬ 
graph share price plummeted 
after he sold a parrel of 12 
million shares in the market 
Shares of Copymore, the 
office equipment group, tum¬ 
bled 70p to IIOp after announc¬ 
ing that bid talks had fallen 
through. Copymore’s shares 
were already 30p Lower when 
the Stock Exchange inter¬ 
vened to put the stock on 
stand-by- with indicative 
prices- only, ahead of the 
announcement 
Bid talks at Haztons. the 
plastics group, have also been 
called off. The Dutch group 
Schuttersveld Holdings has 
bought a 32.8 per cent stake in 
the company owned by the 
Maimann family. Hartons 
shares were unmoved at 64p. 

Hickson International rat¬ 
tled the Square Mile with 
news of a profits warning, 
leaving the shares 12p lower at 
114p. The soap powder wars 
would affect first-half profits 
after Lever Brothers, the US 
group, cut its orders for deter¬ 
gent additives. Lever said it 
already had all the additives it 
needed for 1995. Hickson said 
results for the full-year would 
be in line with market expecta¬ 
tions although a further £4.5 
million of rationalisation costs 
would have to be made. 

A profits shortfall left Vic¬ 
toria Carpet lOp lower at 130p. 
First-half figures showed pre¬ 
tax profits down from 
£456.000 to £341.000. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Gilts 
struggled to make headway in 
the wake of the derision by the 
Federal Open Market Cbm- 
mittee to peg interest rates. 
Prices were squeezed higher in 
thin trading with modest 

S ains recorded by the dose. In 
te futures pit the December 
series of the long gilt finished 
£ 7 /32 better at £102* 1 /aa- with 
just 5,000contracts completed. 
At the longer end. Treasury 9 
per rent 2012 rose £ ! /i& to 
£105* / 16 , while in shorts Trea¬ 
sury 94 per cent 1999 was a 
ticks firmer at £103' 'hi. 

□ NEW YORK: Market re¬ 
lief at the Federal Open Mar¬ 
ket Committee decision saw 
shares leap ahead. At lunch¬ 
time, the Dow Jones industrial 
average was 41.72 points 
ahead at 3.808.87. 
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Nursing a pint 


BODDINGTON'S policy is to get out of 
businesses that do you harm and into 
healthcare. While the tide is flowing against 
tobacco and alcohol, Denis Cassidy. 
Boddington's chairman, reasons that the 
ageing population is enhancing prospects for 
nursing homes. The demographics are dear, 
and more nursing home places will be needed 
in future to cope with rising demand from 
those who live longer but are unable to care 
for themselves alone. 

All tills suggests the nursing home sector, 
badly hit by over-expansion in the 1980s and a 
falling property market which discouraged 
moves from owner-occupied accommodation 
to residential care, could be one of the stars of 
the 1990s. Boddingtons, after its 1989 depar¬ 
ture from brewing, has positioned itself at the 
top end of the market and is paying a 


certain oddities of. accounting, is about 20. 
times this years earnings, in line with the ; 
better quoted operators in the sector. 

Boddingtons is also paying about - £4 
million over book value, even though ^cash- 
strapped Bupa is a keen seller. Nonett ytess, 
the price looks fair given tha t the ch ain being 
bought is probably the last premium oik sou 
available. As a result. Boddingtons should see 
about 8 per cent of turnovo-and 15 per cent of 
profits coming from nursing homes, m a king ; 
it larger than the group’s hotels. The shares • 
sell on 13 times’ 1994-95 earnings. While pub * 
retailing is not the most dynamic industry,. 
moves like the Bupa purchase suggest the 
company is ahead in its programme to lessen 
dependence on its core business. 
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Ladbroke 

THE long-awaited appoint¬ 
ment of a new finance direc¬ 
tor at Ladbroke completes a 
team that faces the challenge 
of turning the group around 
and squeezing a more ade¬ 
quate return out of its assets. 
Briau Wallace, from Geest; 
may be a banana counter 
rather than a bean counter, 
but he comes with a suffi¬ 
ciently solid corporate back¬ 
ground to satisfy investors. 

In the past year. Ladbroke 
started a painful transition. 
The group has begun by 
disposing of almost a third of 
its property portfolio and 
buying a pair of London 
casinos, which should im¬ 
prove cash flow. 

But the group still needs to 
sell £600 million of property 
to reduce borrowings. Then 
Texas needs radical attention, 
unless the group finds some¬ 
one brave enough to buy a 


Highland 

Distilleries 

HIGHLAND denies that its 
acquisition of another 45 per 
cent of Remy Cointreau was 
intended to improve the 
group’s defences against an 
unwanted bid. but it is a 
useful side-effect By issuing 
5 l 4 million shares to Robert¬ 
son & Baxter, it ensures that 
another 35 per coit of its 
shares are in friendly hands. 
Meanwhile, the group’s ties 
with Remy are growing so 
strong that any marauder 
would find it difficult and 
commercially damaging to 
pull them, apart 
Highland has now invested 
£115 million in Remy. a sub¬ 
stantial sum for a group its 
size, and in financial terms it 
is difficult to see what the 
group gets out of it It is a 
minority convertible bond¬ 
holder in a private company 
that controls Remy. ana as 
such has very little manage¬ 
ment input into the company 
at all. The bonds carry a 6 per 


DIY chain in the current 
market. Ladbroke must also 
examine the future of the 
Vernons pools business, 
which is facing a lingering 
death after the launch of the 
National Lottery. 

The most difficult issue, 
however, is the position of its 
Hilton hotels business. This 
badly needs a presence in 
America, to offer global cov¬ 


erage. Some deal unfit Hfl- 
ton Hotels Corporation in 
tbe US, which has putitsdf 
up for sale, may be the best 
solution since it would, settle 
the longHnuining confusion 
over branding and settle the 
outstanding litigation be¬ 
tween the two as wefl. Tbe 
resolution of some of these 
issues would finally kick- 
start the share price. 


HILTON HANG-UP 


Ladbroke Group 
share price 
(ponoo) 
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cent coupon and Highland 
admits the latest deal will 
dilute earnings by almost 3 
per cent in a full year. 

That, however, ignores the 
very real commercial benefits 
that Highland is receiving 
from the link. By distributing 
Famous Grouse in a portfolio 
that contains such world 
class products as Remy Mar¬ 
tin and Krug, Highland has 
raised its international pro¬ 
file considerably in much the 
same way as Guinness did 
with Moet Hennessy. Remy 
and Highland are similar in 
size, and in the heavily 
consoldiated international 
spirits industry, it would not 
be a surprise to see the two, 
companies one day get very 
much closer indeed- 

Walker 

Greenbank 

INVESTORS should be glad 
that the owner of Warner Fab¬ 
rics pulled an £18 million flo¬ 
tation in 1989. Five years later. 
Walker Greenbank is buying 
the share capital of Warner 


Oct Nov Dac 


for a tenth.of that plus the 
cost of paying back £25“mil- 
tion of inter-company debt 
Warner is a shadow of tbe 
business it was in the glory 
days of the late 1980s when 
the upwardly mobile moved 
house every 18 months, deco¬ 
rating their homes with War¬ 
ner soft furnishings and wall¬ 
paper. Turnover has more 
than halved and 20 per cent 
operating margins went neg¬ 
ative as new design launches 
were cut by two thirds. To re¬ 
store proms. Walker Green¬ 
bank intends to invest in 
working capital to boost sales 
from £8 million to £12 mil¬ 
lion. A bonus is an archive of 
fabric designs 'from 1870, in¬ 
sured for £6 million and for 
which Walker has paid £1. .- 
Few win begrudge Walker 
funds to buy Warner but inv¬ 
estors are also being asked to 
fund a £9.4 million office and 
distribution facility. Gearing 
is modest at 7 per cent and 
cash flow should be ample to 
support such expansion. 

Edited by Neil Bennett 
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10*. 24 3D*: 
Iff.* 27': 30 

2 10 19 

18 22 25 

3*. 10 I3*i 

21*. 3e 43 
b », 27% 
29*: 39 — 

4', 15 - 

.Vi 45': ST 1 : 
6 22 3 * 

21% 41', 

4 16 23 

4Cr, S3*: 60 

8 22 ', 

1C: 23': 29 
Tj Iff, 15*. 
2T, 35 46 
>. M a 

19*, 32'i «% 

5 IS 25 
40 58'. 64'; 
12 25 34': 
■3) 33 

4 15‘, 24': 
II'. 18 22 
i e 12*1 

pi <1 12 
I 4*i 7>i 

N', 76% Of> 
21% 46', 61*. 
55*i 71*, 43 
21 39. 55 


Puts 

Jan Apr Jul 


II 2b. 
46*1 <V. 5b 
2 4’. O'. 

»: 12 1*3 

1 2, 4 

6', 8 US 

2 7', 14 

17 24 32'. 

I 7 14 

O'. IS 1 , 27 

6': M TO 

U'i 37 42': 
V. 2: 4*. 
b'. *. I?.- 

s u*. a? 

1*1 27', 35 

5 W - 

29 49 - 
Jl 34 40>r 
40 b4 BO*; 

6 16 24 ‘1 
»i 37': r 

1 5, 12*, 

16': 3 34', 
6*: 14 W: 

30 32 37*: 
28 32 

4CP, 50 o2 
4 ir. a t, 
19*: a': 36 
O', 10 12 
I?; 31 33 
7'. 10 a 
3l*r 41', 47*, 

3 tfi 9 1 , 

if, n s 

l*i 4'. 6 
«‘i 10 ll’i 
4’ 22 34': 
21*: 45'.- 57: 
b 3) a 
3\ 4T: 51*: 


Scrip FefaMw .Ane MiMav 


Cma mci 3» I 01 ! .V: ?:■. 12’: i» ; ’«*, 
CIClZJ 420 7 17^ 24 32 36 41 

UdbroU- 1(0 II 14 20 1 : 4'. 12 13 

l'163'il ISO 3 6 12 17': 24': 25 

UblBuc-.TO 31*. 36 40 2 <3 12 

r3&'J 330 IP* 17, 24 12 23't Si'.- 


DtC7mDcr2l. Tot 4U8» Call 2457b 
Vnt JoSi3 PT-SE Call 7«7 Pot oi36 
■L'Bderlyim* Mmrio price. 


I CIS-LOR (London 6.00pm) 
CRUDE OILS (S/barrel FOB) 

Brml Physical -- 15AO -0-20 

Bn*nt IS day IFeW- 15.95 -0 10 

Brent 15 day (Mart-- lt-XW -0.05 

WTexas Iniermoliaie iFep) 17-00 -a05 
WTeos lnmnnedlaie(Mar) 17.10 in/c) 

PRODUCTS (S/MT) 

Spol CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery) 
Premium Gas .15 B:1S8(*|) O- I60I-II 

Gasoil EEC- I40<n'ci 141 Hi 

Nan EEC IH Feb 143 1*1) 146 (*2) 

Non EEC 1H Mar 145 Mi 146 (n/d 

3-5 Fuel Oil- lOOMi 101 Ml 

Naphtha- Ib2i-li 164 |-11 

IPE FUTURES |GNI Lad) 
GASOIL 

Jan — 140.75-41 CO Apr. J46.25-46.75 
Feb — 143.50-43.75 Mav I47.25H7_91 
Mar . 145 50-15.75 VqI: 11559 

BRENT (6.00pm) 

Feb- 16.00-1fU>2 Mav - 16.09-16.13 

. IMKHoJJb Jun ... I6.II-I6.I7 ] 

Apr- 16.0^-16.08 Vul: 18837 I 


GNI LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 


WHEAT 

ktoseC/q 


BARLEY 
(dove E/0 


Jan -106.95 Jon_ 10320 

Mar_ 108.15 Mar_105.40 

May-110.15 May .. 107.40 

Jul -11140 Sep__... 95 75 

Sep .....- 96.75 NOV_97JO 


POTATO (E/Q Open Close 

nov -- unq 

Apr — -28A0 2936 

May- 3000 3010 

Volume: 171 

RUBBER (No I RSS Cif p/M 
Jan --97.75-9SCS 

BIFFEA |GNI ltd SlO/pQ 


Jan 95 

High 

IW) 

Low dose 

1920 1990 

Feb 9* 

1910 

1910 1*450 

Mar'IS 

[92; 

1*40 l°25 

Apr 95 

1860 

1810 ISbO 

Vol: 276 lots 


*3pen Inienst: 3138 


Index I9g7 -II 


fOIGdal) {Vahutw prev day) LONDON METAL EXCHANGE Rudolf WoJH 

Copper Cdc A tf/lonnei Cash: 2*>S9 0-2960 0 Jratfc 29ab4J-a»2aO Vat J139225 


Lead isnonnei__ 

Zinc Spec HI Gde (5'lonnei _ 

Tin (S/ionnrt- 

Aluminium HI Cde isnonnet 
Nickel (S/ionnd- 


UFFE OPTIONS 


629JXHiJCU» 
I')96 5-I0!>7.S 
58350-58410 
1854 (VI 959.0 
8333 *>83400 



(£000461.00 
1126 *>11265 
5930 0-59400 
I9O4AI8950 
MWO-450O.il 


CaD} 

DerMar Jun 



Australia- 

Austria--- 

Belgium (Cam)_ 

Canada .. ... 

Denmark .. 

France-... 

Germany - 

Hong Kong .. 

Ireland-- 

Italy ...... 

Japan- 

Malaysia --- 

Netherlands __ 

Norway -.... 

Portugal--- 

Singapore .. 

Spain . . 

Sweden ____ 

Swloerlarul . 


- I.2888-1-2806 

- 11.05-IIJJ6 

-32.29-32-30 

- 1.3923-1.3928 

-6.I6WVM7I0 

-. 5.4255-5.426S 

..- 1.57101.5715 

--7.7365-7.7375 

--1.5362-1.5377 

- 1642.5-1 MJX> 

.- 10018-10023 

-2S6C6-256I5 

.. 1 7583-1.7588 

.- 0.858*09615 

- 161.45-161J5 

- 1.4632-1.4642 

. 132-73-132.78 

- 7.493+-7.5034 

- 1.32901^290 


Pub 

DecMar Jon 


BAT Ind 420 

IM4J.J 461 

btr _ao 

(*2861 300 

Br Aero..,. 4(N 
(*425':1 448 

Br Tel on 3W 

ran j® 

Cadbury, yoo 
1*416" j 420 

Culnnm 420 
P448',l 440 

GEC_200 

1*279:1 280 

Hanson... 220 
r*232) 240 

LA5MO... 140 
PI4J1 IbO 

Lucas_ISO 

1*1991 TO 

Mfctngtn- 1(0 
r 163,1 180 

PnidenUaJ .W 

HITl 330 

Redland- 420 
1*456':) 

R-Rovce itf 

1*173';) ISO 

Tesoo_220 

1*2381 240 

Vodafone TO 

(-2li>U 217 

williams. TO 
1*322',| 3X1 


3T: 42 44': 
II 21 25*, 
15'. 19*. 25', 
V. IDS 16*: 
32 44': - 
13 1 : 27 - 

27 » 45 
9 205 28 
.V: 42 47 
16: 24 30 
34‘: 42': 47 1 . 
*»: 19 2b 
20-1 27*. 31'. 

8 15', 20 
lb': 19', 22*. 
5 o is, 
Pi 13', IT 
I', S', 8', 

22', 27 31 
*< IS 20 
*■ 14': IS', 
2', 6 9': 

25 20 S3', 

9 13 19 

« 52 56 
17': 28 33 
In': 20': 24 
5 10 13'. 

21', 28 3', 
S'. 13', 17 
lb 2T: 27 
7 - - 

33'i 36 
S lb 20 


6 IB 3'. 

25 40 47 

7 IS': 18'. 

IS 27', 30 
II 23': - 
JIA 45 - 

J'. 7 12', 

15*1 1*1 2 ft: 

Si Vi 12 

11 23 25's 
2': V: 13 
17': ». 32 
2 4', 9 

9*. 12 IS': 
2\ s', 9', 
IP. 16 20 
5 f. 9 
18 Sft 21 
2 S': 8 

8': 14 16'] 

5 tfi 10 

IS 18'. 21 

4', |J IP: 

IS'. 29': Ji': 
4'. M': IV, 
P: 34': W: 
2 5’: S 
Iff; 15'.- IB 
7 9: 

«'* 16 W» 

7', 10 


Abo* Nat 
1*425} 

Am 51 rad 
1*13a 

Barclays . 

420 

4« 
13 
ISO 
1*0 

} 

0 

10 

0 

1! 

21 Tff, 
S'r 14 
IS 19 

4 » 

57 47 

0 

35 

0 

IS 

0 

33 

47% 

4 

18% 

23 

26% 

52*: 

ff. 

2ff, 

J2% 

Blue ut 

253 

P 

20% 29: 

0 

10% 

19 

.-285.1 

W 

0 

11': 17%. 

14% 

21% 

.Iff, 

BrCas-... 

3UJ 

7‘. 

19 26 

0 

Jr, 

14% 

l*307'„ 

JJO 

l! 

6 12 

22% 

25 

32 

P lions_ 

ISO 

3‘j 

13 18': 

0 

9 

13 

(•183',' 

200 

0 

5 10 

Iff, 

21% 

24% 

Forte __ 

240 

0 

12 17': 

0 

Iff, 

17 

1*2401 

TO 

0 

4% 9% 

20 

2J 

29 

HiiUdan 

160 

16 

20% 23 

0 

1% 

b 

PITbl 

1® 

0 

7% If, 

4 

8% 

16 

Ujnrho... 

140 

9 

13% 18 

0 

5% 

T, 

_T" 140) 

tec 

0 

4% 0 

II 

14% 

10 

Sean. _ 

100 

S', 

IP: 13% 

0 

2'i 

4% 

nos'd 

110 

0 

7 8 

1% 

ff: 

9 

Thm Emi 1000 

12% 

48 73% 

0 

2j 

31% 

rioirst 

:«o 

0 

24 47V 

37% 

so 

56% 

Tomkins. 

TO 

13% 

IS 24% 

0 

5 

7^ 

1*21 jy 

223 

0 

7% 14 

ff, 

14': 

Iff: 

TSB_ 

TO 

17’: 

23 *% 

0 

6\ 

4% 

C2PM 

MO 

0 

It Lb 

2% 

16 

19 

WIKwne. TO 

S 

44% MJ 

0 

36% 


1*705} 

7S0 

0 

23', yr, 

45 

67 

78% 

Sene* Jan Apr Jtd Jon Apr Jul 


MONEY RATES {%) 


Base Rales: Cleannc Banks 6*> Finance Kse 6'. 

Disco uni Market Loan.: O/niyUi niph: 8 Low 6'.- week filed: fr". 

Treasury BHb (DisPBire 2 mih 5 1 ’-: 3 nuh 6'«. Soil: 2 mih 5'.: 3 mill: 0. 

I mill 2 mth 3 mih 6 mih 12 mih 

Prime Bank Bills (Disk 5 , 'u-S-*w 6-5'V oW„ 

Sieriinp Money Kales 5V5>. b'Hi s 1 ^', 7-o'. 7'W» 

Imerbank; SV5'. 6'^o 6'^6*. 7-6 1 . 7",^7''» 

cwemlehi. open c.. close b 1 .-. 

Local Authority Deps 5"i. n/3 6 1 . 6 1 ’.. T, 

SteriiOR CDs: S?c&'k 6'^6 P'»-6’|- 7".r7 1 'u 

Dollar CDs _ 5.r»4-5 9| n/a 6.21-0. IH 6.72-0on 7.48-7.45 

Btrikfins boaety CDs 5-^'< tfrb o'^ 1 . 7-6', 7Vr» 

ECGD: Hied Rale SlerllnR Export Finance. Make-up day: Nov 30. 1994 Agreed rates 
Dec 26. 190410 Jan 24.1994 scheme III: 7.jo %. Reference rale Nov 1.199410 Nov 30. 
1994 Scheme nr & V: p.107 *, 


EUROPEAN MONEY DEPOSITS (%) 




Argentina peso*- 1J548-IJ575 

Australia dollar_2aX»6-iOi06 

Bahrain dinar .._. 0-5824X594 

Brazil real*- 1.3211-IJ252 

Cyprus pound - 0.7-1254X7525 

Finland markka_ 7.530-7.646 

Greece drachma . 375.25-382.25 

Hong Kong dollar-I2JJ573-120628 

India rupee..48-50-49.46 

Kuwait dinar KD.046343.473 

Malaysia rlnsplt - 3.W5-3.9934 

Mexico peso--6.15-6.25 

New Zealand dollar_ 2.4397-2.4424 

Pakistan rupee.... 47.40 Buy 

Saudi Arabia rtyal . 5.7875-5.9135 

Singapore dollar..22S04-2J827 

S Africa rand (flnl_624676-3000 

S Africa rand icomi-S.53SS-S5453 

MAE dirham- 5.665-5.789 

Barclays Bank GTS * Uavds Bank 




Currency 

7 day 

1 rath 

3 tmb 

6raih 

Call 

Dollar 

5’..-5‘- 

5‘V‘V 



5'W. 

Deutsdrenurk: 


5’r«'i 



FH 1 . 

French Franc 

5'^S'i 

5V5% 

b'.rS",. 

b'wffi, 


Swiss Franc 

3'.-S'. 

3V 3*. 

M- 


4V.V. 

Yen: 

2%-Z 

2V2'» 

3V». 

3W. 

2'rl‘i 


TO 26«: m 36 2', V: Iff, 
330 8 lb 33 14': 24‘. 25'. 
FT-SE INDEX l*306P:l 



. 6» 42'. W 75': 7 25 33 

W H 34 49', 28': 50 58 

. 700 31', 54 66': ll‘, J»i 48 

750 4 31 44'. 40 &> 77', 

. 4fiU 20': J3 44 6'; |d 2S‘i 

SO 5 IS 1 -. 2b 31 41*. 48 

Strict Feb May Jtd Feb May Jnl 


RfljaHns.TO 25, Jl’. 35 ’j 4 II 13 
l*ZT9| 290 U': 21 25', II'- 20*. 22 

Series Dee Mar Jun DecMar Jun 


Flsoru— 110 2 12 IS': 0 T Iff 

PI IS 120 0 7*: || 8 13 | 6 ‘ 

Series » May Am Feb May Ann 

Eastern Cp750 *7 uo :| 24', w. 51 

1*7651 mo 16 J7‘. 4a S3'i 6T, 80 

Series Dee Mar Jun DccMar Jun 


N'UiPwr... 463 I8*i 36*: <9 0 Iff, 3) 

[*473,| 500 0 IS': 23 21*. 30 W 

Son PAT . UO 5 19: 31 o 17', rj-. 

CHS) 0 8 19 25 3o': 41 


GOLD/PRECIOUS METALS (Baird & Co) 


BnFHjn: Op« S38iS>38170 Oosc S381.95-38245 High: S.M2 J0-3S170 
Low: SJ8I JO-38110 AM: *382.50 PM: *382-06 
Krugerrand: S38I.5O5SJ.50 (£244.50-246. 

Platinum: 5417.50 <i2b?M Silver 54 .82 (£3085) Paltadiiim: 5153.75 ILW^Ol 


STERLING SPOT AND FORWARD RATES 


1 


Mki Rates Tor Pec 21 

1 Range 

Close 

Amsterdam. 

2.7389-17460 

2.7396-2.7423 

Brussels.. 

50.28-9145 

50JS-50JS 

Copenhagen- 

9.60704.6320 

0.61513-9.6300 

Dublin_ 

1 01201.0155 

I.OI25-I J3I53 

Frankfurt . 

2.4476-2.4530 

2.4488-24521 

Lisbon--— 

251.40-25113 

251.40-25204 

Madrid.... 

206.48-207J3 

afc.4S-2M.l2 

Milan_ . 

Z55S.MF 2571-30 

2559JO-2561.W 

Montreal.-- 

2.1692-21762 

21731-21742 

New York.— 

135*4-1.5606 

1-5596-1.5600 

Oslo..... 

10.6850-10.7110 

I0.6920-I0.70W3 

Puns__— 

a-H 30^.4690 

8.45SO-S .4tfW 

Stockholm-- 

11 b69(3-II.74IO 

116760-116931) 

Tokyo..— 

15602-156 46 

156 16-156.44 

Vienna.......— 

17.22-I7.2S 

I7J3-I7^7 

Zurich 

Source: Extd 

2.0667-2.0764 

2ik!67-10597 

Prvn 


I month 3 month 
'-pr-par v.pr 

5pr-par 15-7pr 

'•-'■pr 'rtls 

2 pr-ids paMds 

'■pr-par '^-pr 

8099ds 250-27605 

34-l4dS 100-IIOdi 

5-7dS Ib-I8ds 

0.04-CUJlpr OJj.VO.15dS 

am-a02m par-OOMs 


Premium ■ pr. Ducuunr 


31 1.400 

ASDA Up 3.500 
Abbey Nail 3JXM 
AlldDom 1.900 
Ancyll Gp 1.600 
Aflo wiegn 944 
AB Foods 470 
Baa 1.200 

Bat inds 4.100 
BOC 7» 

BP 4.700 

BTR 4.600 

ST 

BkolScoi 1.I0D 
Barclays 4.700 
Bass 885 

Blue circle 2.ICO 
Boots 593 

Bowaier 718 
Brit Aero 1,300 

Bril Alrwy? 1 BOO 

Bril Gas 8.400 

Bril Sled 4,400 

BurmahCasi IDCC 
Cable wire 2.700 
Cadbury 2,700 
Caradon l.ioo 
Carlton ems <M5 
Cm Union 579 
Counnuldj 5£> 
Dc La Rue 1.100 

Eastern Elec 352 
EnterprOll 409 
Fane 1.800 
GKN 861 

GRE 2,100 

GUS SW 

Gen A« 1.700 

Gen Elec 3.100 

Glaxo 14,000 
Granada 617 
Grand Met 2500 
Guinness uoo 

HSBC 1.600 

Hanson 5. KM 
ici 1.100 

Inch cape 846 
Kinuflsher IaMO 
Ladbroke IIJMM 
land Secs IJOOO 


Leual & GI\ t>10 
Lloyds Blc 2.100 
MEPC 1.400 
Maries Spr 3.800 
NaiWsi Bk 3jM0 
Nai Power 2JOO 
Nrh wst w 1.100 
7*0 845 

Pearson 2.400 
ftnverGen IJQOD 
Ptudenilal 1^00 
RMC 229 

RTZ IJOD 

RankiOrs 4H00 
Recfcid Col 938 
Rediand IJJOO 
Reed Inti 607 

Rcntakll 866 
Reuters 1.500 
Rolls Royce 5_\» 
Ryl ins l-Boo 
1^1 Bk Seal 1100 
Salnsbuiy ljO» 

Scfiroders 14 
Scot a New 407 
Scot rower 472 
Sear* 472 

Svm Trent 853 
Shell Trans 2j»0 

Slebe 939 

SmKl Bch 5.800 

smith Npn 3,500 
Southern Elec 853 
Sid Chand 002 
Sun All nee 3.200 
Tt Gp 641 

TSB 1X100 

TOSCO 1,100 

Thames w 523 
Thm EMI 514 
Tomkins 644 
Unilever 777 
utd BlSC 657 
Vodafone 5X00 
Warburg (SG| 993 
wdlrome 4.403 

Whitbread 1.000 
Wilms Hid 5.500 
woisdey 764 

Zeneca 7,901 


Dec 21 Dec 20 
midday dose 


AMP Inc 715 W. 

AMR Cora 5lv 51 

AT a T 51 BP. 

Abbott UtH 32*. 32V 
Advanced Mian 23 22V 

Aetna ute 47*, w. 

Abnuuuon CHF1 F6H Iff. 

All Prod a Chem 45V 45^ 

Albertson's 29'. 28V 

AiCUl Aluuuun S', 25', 

Alco Sun dam ma 61A 
Allied Signal MS XT. 

Alum CO Of An 83S 80*. 

Amor cold Inc 6 6 

Amerada Hess 44. 44H 
Amrr Brands 36-. 3fiS 
Amo El Ptww TT. xr. 
Anier Dpnai 29*. 2V. 

Amer Otni Corp 28s 2ss 
Amo Home Pr 65'. MS 
Airier Inti 99V 90S 

Amrr stores 36S 2M 
Amertltctl 42', 4IS 

Amoco ois bis 

AiUieuser-Husen 51 50s 

Apple computer 38 38S 

Archer Daniels 20*. an. , 

Armcc, ff. ff. 

Armstmc WrW 38*. w, 
Asarco 70S 28 I 

Ashland 011 33'. sr. 

aii uchrMid 1 or. I02 -, 
auio Data Pro 57s 5ff. 
Avety Dennison 15 1 . MS 
Avon Products w, 6?, 

Baber Hughes IB 1 , nr. 
Baltlm Gas 4 El 2IS 22 

Barv one 2S 1 . 2b 

Banbsmertca 41 «ff. 

Ban* of NT XT, w, 
Bankers Tr HV 57S 57 

Barnett Banks 39. 39. 
Bauscb A La mb JJ'. yy. 
Baxter Ind 2SS Z7S 
Bean Dkbun 49 1 . 49-, 

Bell Atlantic 50, 50-. 

Bell South SS *3'. 


Dec 21 Dec 20 
midday dcac 


Dec21 Dec 30 
midday dose 


Black a Decker 24 . 23'. 
Block maw yj sr. 

Boeing 48'. 48S 

Bobs Cascade 2T. 25 ', 
Borden Inc tr. u, 
Bristol Myrs sq off. jv, 
Brawnlnt fettte as 77*. 
Bnimwfdc ir. ir. 

Burilnuion Nihn 48*, 48S 
CBS SJS SJ 

CNa Financial <£>. MS 

cpc ma Ms 5J. 

CS* M 68*i 

Camutodi Soup 44': 44*, 
Can PooiK IS 1 , 
cptr cairn abc «s a3S 
Carolina par 2ff. 2b 1 , 

CaletpUlar S3 1 . S2S 

! Central A sw 23 2*s 

Champion ind JT, 37s 
Chase Uanhat ». 35 
Chemical Bk 37S jts 

Chevron Qxp 44S 44'. 

Chtystw 46S 4ff. 

Chubb Corp 78S Tff: 

deru Corp 6S 1 . tff. 

duoorp 43S 43'. 

CLoroa » 58S 

Coastal Corp zss zs*. 

Coca Cola 57. $2'| 

CalBMe-PalrnoItve M'. MS 

Columbia Gas 24 XT, 

Cumpao Comp .iff, yr. 

Comp ass Ini 47S «*, 

Cunagra 31*. 31S 

Ooiu Edison 26'. 2b 

Cons Nil Gas J5S jy, 

Cons Rad 49S tft. 

Cooper ln« 33'. 32'. 

Comin g me m w. 

Crown Cork IT. 3BS 

Dana Corp 23 Sr, 

Dayton Hudson 76'. jf, 

Deere 65*.' 6b 

Delia Air Lines 47 4? 

Del Lite Omt 26', 26'. 

Detroit Edison 2b'. ]&., 

Diriul Equip 34', 34 

Dillard Dept Si 28 ZT. 

Disney (Wad) 44', +»s 

Dominion Pa 37 y,\ 

Donelley flUD 29 3% 

Dover corp sr. 5?. 

Do* chemical w, m 

Dow Jones Jl w, 

Dtessw iv. *9 

Dute Power 38'. 3BS 

thin a Brdsrreet 54s 54 

Du Puni ss 1 , M". 

Eastman Kodak 4&s 43s 

talon Carp 48 47■. 

Emerson nec 61'. t,r, 

Engrlluro corp 2*. 22s 


Enron Corp 
Entergy 
Etlffl Corp 
Exxon 
FMCCorp 
FPL Croup 
Federal Express 
M Nat Urge 
First Chicago 
FlRt Interstate 
First Dolan RJry 
Fleet Flnl Grp 
Fluor Carp 
FtnU Motor 
GTE Corp 
Cannot 
Cap Inc Del 
Gen Dynamics 
Gen Electric 
Gen MlDs 
Gen Moron 
Gen Reinsurance 
Gen Signal 
Genuine Para 
Georgia Fac 
Gillette 
Chou ADR 
Goodrich IBI) 
Goodyear tire 
Grace fWARi 
Grt All Pae Tea 
Great Wsn Fin 
Haunmnon 
Harctwn General 
Heinz ihjj 
H etcules 
H trail ry Foods 
1 Hewlen Factanl 
I Hltton Hotels 
Home Depot 
HotiKSUkr Mng 
Honeywell 
Household Inti 
Houston Inds 
Humana 
ITT Cotp 
Itllnots Tool 
Oil nova 
INCD 

ingersoll Rand 
inland sud 
Intel corp 
IBM 

mu m & Fr 
IitU paper 
James Riser va 
jlttun a Jhnsn 
XriktgE 
Kfrr-McGee 
RlmberiuCbiV 
Man 

KrURhi-Bidder 
Lilly (Ell) 

UmlRd Ins 
LIN Brawn* i 
Lincoln Not 
UDOQ 

LB Oalbome 

Louisiana Fac 
MQ Contra 
auirion iru 
Manh a Mcuin 
Masco Carp 
May Dept St 


iff. 2PS 
22*. 2ZS 
9S 91 
6IS BIS 
S9S » 
35 34S 

W. S8V 
TTi IT. 
47S 48 
6ff. BPS 
6S ff. 
37. 32 

SJS c. 
29. 3ff. 
30S 30S 

57. SIS 
31'. Jff. 
«S 43S 
SOS «S 
S7'. 57S 
37*1 J8 
I27S I26S 
32 32 

36S Jff. 
74*. TT. 
7JS 74'. 
21'. XT, 
44'. 44 
33*. JT. 
39S »S 
I7*. |8S 

17 17 

35 J4S 
35S MS 

37 37 
IIJS l|7. 

«*. 48S 

98*. tr. 
69 7ff, 
46, 44S 

17 I7S 
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Pre-emptive bay 

THE Financial Times is 
pressing ahead with plans 
to print in Sweden in 
January, despite a little 
local difficulty from one 
Stefan Boj, of Mahno. In 
August Boj aged 29, 
paMHLOOfl kronor (£855) to 
register the names of ten 
iwfy mafional papers in¬ 
cluding the FT, the- Wall 
Street Journal, and Nat¬ 
ional Geographic. He was 
grown pri n ti ng rights for 
six months. "We don’t 
know what Mr Boj 
wants,” said Pirptta Soncs- 
son at the Swedish office of 
patente and Registrations. 
“He doesn't have to give 
anymotives for 1 protecting 
the name But we have 
learnt that representatives 
of the Financial Times 
were surprised and very 
unhappy with foe news.” 
The FT won’t say if, or how 
much, it might have had to 
pay to print the pink ’em. 

HOW appropriate that 
Toad Innovations, the 
kigh-tech car security 
company, in which first 
dealings Start today, has 
appointed Stirling Moss 
as a consultant Pip! Pip? 

Colin Campbell 





. ECONOMIC VIEW 

ANATOLE KAUETSKY .. .. 




CITY 

DIARY 

- ■+- 

Invisible 

woman 

HELP! Is there anybody 
out there who can assist 
Alison Wright, Director- 
General of British Invisi¬ 
bles. who has been 
racking her brains to find 
a more accessible name for 
her organisation? Hosting 
seminars and conferences 
in such exotic places as 
Beirut and St Petersburg 
this year. BTs leadership 
has become aware of bow 
bewildering a concept “in¬ 
visibles” can be to a for¬ 
eign audience. “British In¬ 
tangibles" would be no im¬ 
provement for a body that 
promotes the export of al¬ 
most everything other 
than physical goods. And 
therein lies another catch. 
So many City firms these 
days are not British-own¬ 
ed that it might be better if 
the “British” half of Bf$ 
name were to vanish too, 
Wright suggests. Helpful 
suggestions to The Times 
City Diary, please — and 
my assurance that, if you 
so desire, your name will 
also remain invisible. 

Role model 

IT SHOWS a refreshing 
lade of vanity for Kenneth 
Clarke to choose fin*, his 
Christmas card a cartoon 
of a rather portly fanner 
Chancellor, Sir William 
Harramt double breasted 
jacket popping at the but¬ 
tons. But foe blurb on Sir 
W ifi jam inside foe card 
shows other qualities with 
which our Ken dearly em¬ 
pathises. Chancellor for 
two stints in the nineteenth 
century. Sir William smok¬ 
ed cigars. His legal mind 
sharpened his political 
rhetoric, and he was a 
master of picturesque in- 
vective; sarcasm and para¬ 
dox. He. had a rpbq$.ap-. 
proach and was' regarded ‘ 
as never happier than 
when fighting a hopeless 
battle against overwhelm¬ 
ing odds — a coded mess¬ 
age to John Major? Sir 
William once described 
the Chancellor as “foe 
voice of one crying in die 
wilderness”. So for, so fst- 
ffiBbr. Then we are fold he 
had an acute appreciation 
of the role of politicians, 
dedaring: “The Minister 
exists to tell the Civil Ser¬ 
vant what the public will 
not stand”. VAT on fuel 
perhaps? 


Right on a world scale, but 
wrong on the home front 


My financial 


and economic 
forecasts were 
blown slightly 
off course in 
the past year 


T his is an article I would rather 
not be writing. On January 6, l 
made some unconventional 
financial and economic pre¬ 
dictions for this year, as 1 usually do in 
the first Economic View of each year. 
Fbr 1995,1 shall be offering readers the 
same service (or disservice) on January 
11. But first 1 must review my last 
predictions, which this year is a less 
than pleasant experience. 

While some of my financial forecasts 
worked out quite well — ray main 
theme in January was the imminent 
collapse of the global bull market in 
bonds, and 1 was broadly right about 
currencies and world stockmarkets—I 
failed on all of the big economic issues. 
And since I am paid to analyse the 
economy, not offer investment tips, 
being right mi some of the markets is 
small consolation for being wrong on 
monetary policy, inflation and growth. 

Nevertheless, let me begin with the 
good news—though not for the former 
anplqyees of eminent investment firms 
like Goldman Sachs, Kidder Peabody 
and SG Warburg. By last January, 
bond prices had been rising almost 
vertically for three years as foe world 
learned to enjoy the new era of low 
inflation. Hie self-styled “bond market 
vigilantes" who prided themselves on 
bong die first to spot any glimmer of 
economic overheating, were them¬ 
selves in a state of speculative overheat¬ 
ing the like of which had not been seen 
since Wall Street in 1987. 

With ten-year interest rates on 
German. American and even French 
government debt down to 5.5 per cent, 
there was only one reason to go an 
buying bonds. This was foe so-called 
Trigger fool theory": however over- 
. priced bands seemed today, a bigger 
fool would pay even mare for them 
tomorrow. As l said in January, once 
the bigger fool comes into the market, it 
is usually time to head for the eat 
Only a catalyst was needed for the bull 
market to collapse. This duly appeared 
on February 4, when the Federal 
Reserve raised American interest rates 
to 32S per cent 

Everyone supposedly “knew" that 
US monetary policy would be tight¬ 
ened. But markets in a speculative 
fever never truly discount the future, 
even when it stares them in the face. 
Even I. as a self-avowed bear, was 
actually caught up in foe bullish fever. 

I guessed in January that German 
yi^ds would rise above 6^ per cent and 
British rates above 7 per cent — and 
thought I was bang daring. In the 
event, ten-year yields shot up to 85 per 
cent in Britain and over 7.5 per cent in 
Germany and America. 

Stock markets round the world also 
tumbled, as expected, once bands gave 
way. But so savage was the shakeout in 
bonds that foe relative pe r form a nce of 
Hie two markets defied previous experi¬ 
ence. Stock markets usually magnify 
the gyrations of bonds, but Ibis time 
they proved more stable: confirming, 
against the conventional wisdom, that 
equities offered better fun damental 
value than bonds at the end of last year. 
In London, the FT-SE100 index fefl 16 
per cent from its year-end level to the 
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low point of 2576.6 on June 24 — quite 
dose to my guesstimate of a 20 per cent 
decline. The stock market subsequently 
recovered, as expected. My view that 
“most stock markets could end 1994not 
for from where they started” was 
slightly too bullish for London, which 
remains 8 per cent down on the year. 
But it proved exactly right for New 
York, where foe Dow is now within 05 
per cent of its dose at 3,782 cm 
December 31. 

I felt there would be three main 
exceptions to the general rule of “first 
foe bad news then the good news" for 
financial markets: Tokyo. Hong Kong 
and Italy. Tokyo was expected to 
withstand the worldwide setback in the 
first half of the year, which it did. 

Hong Kong, cm the other hand, 
began the year amid the wildest 
possible speculative hysteria and total¬ 
ly ignoring foe impending, crash in 
China. I saw Hong Kong as the bears’ 
best hunting ground for 1994 and sug¬ 
gested stock prices there could easily 
halve. In the event the Hong Kong 
market was the world’s worst perform¬ 
er, but not by as wide a margin as 
expected. The Hang Seng index 
dropped 37 per cent from its peak on 
January 5 to its low of 7,707 on 
December XL It is now 31 per cent 
down. So for the drop has been slow 
and uneventful, which suggests that 
the worst is not over. Rather than make 
excuses for bring over-pessimistic on 
Hong Kong, therefore, l will simply 
extend ray prediction of a spectacular 
crash. 

Fbr Italy, by contrast, 1 was bullish 
— and. of course, completely wrong. 
But that was an error of politics, not 
economics. Nobody expected Silvio 
Berlusconi, with his conflicts of interest 
and vulnerable business empire, to 
become Italy's next prime minister. 


With Mr Berlusconi in trouble, it may 
be time to reinstate a bullish view. 

On currencies, this years predictions 
were also tolerably successful. It was, 
as expected, a "generally dull year for 
the foreign exchanges". Pace George 
Soros, who lost $600 million an yen- 
doDar trading in February alone, no 
leading currency moved by more than 
10 p a cent on its trade-weighted index 
at any time in 1994. Against this dull 
background. I felt the strongest main 
currency would be foe mark, which 
was then widely shunned by the 
experts. I was almost right While the 
yen ended 1 per stronger, the mark was 
foe years best main currency invest¬ 
ment if relative interest rates are taken 
into account Jt was certainly a better 
bet than the dollar or pound, which 
most experts were then backing. 

W here my currency predic¬ 
tions went badly awry 
was where I made all my 
worst mistakes — at 
home, in Britain. 1 wrongly said the 
pound would be foe world's weakest 
major currency, when it turned out Jess 
weak than foe doDar. 1 also predicted 
that foe gap between German and 
British bond yields would narrow; it 
widened from 0.6 to 1 percentage 
points. Worse still, I said that short¬ 
term interest rates would fall to 4 per 
cent; they rose to 625 per cent 
All of these errors arose directly from 
a deeper and more embarrassing mis- 
judgment 1 failed to see the strength of 
foe economic recoveiy’in Britain, or 
more precisely, foe strength of demand 
for British goods from abroad. In my 
view the deflationary impact erf - the 1993 
Budget had not been sufficiently offset 
by foe half-point cut in interest rates to 
55 per cent “As a result," I said, 
•^covery is likely to falter in foe spring 


and growth in 1994 will remain around 
2 per cent instead of accelerating to 3 
per cent, as forecast by the Treasury." 
The markets. I claimed, would perceive 
foe need for lower interest rates, while 
the Bank of England would resist The 
result would be a crisis of confidence 
and a further weakening of foe econ¬ 
omy. As (xi White Wednesday, foe 
Government would finally be brought 
to its senses but only alter a run on the 
pound. 

Today, all this sounds ridkuously 
melodramatic. Growth in the last four 
quarters has been not 2 a* 3 per cent 
but 42 per cent Far from faltering in 
the spring, the recovery has acceler¬ 
ated, with non-oil GDP growth rising 
from 0.8 per cent in the first quarter to 
12 per cent in the second and 0.9 per 
cent in the third. 

Yet driving more closely into the 
figures, my blunders last January are 
easier to understand, if not excuse. 


deflate the economy, but only on 
the domestic side—which is just what 
Keynesian economics would have pre¬ 
dicted. What I had failed to anticipate 
was foe boost to British exports from 
devaluation and the growth of demand 
abroad. 

Growth in domestic demand did 
slow to 2 per cent this year, as expected 
— and mat sluggishness applied to 
investment as much as consumer 
spending. Yet total output accelerated, 
entirely because of extraordinary ex¬ 
port growth: up 14 per cent in the year 
to September. 

The key question fbr Britain in 1995 
is whether this ronarkable export 
performance wfl] continue, or whether 
the recovery will now crumble as 
domestic demand slows. Some an¬ 
swers, though probably not the right 
ones, on January 11. 



History of rent controls show they distort the market Reports lead to feel-good confusion 


From Mr David J. Lewis 
Sir. There are no rent controls 
which are “fail-safe". The hist- 
ary of efforts to impose rent 
controls repeatedly demon¬ 
strates foat they merefy distort 
foe market, reduce supply, 
remove the incentive to invest 
‘ arbitrarily pass value from 

lanffflnn ds to tenants and inev- 
itabfy increase underlying 
rental values as a result of the 
creation of scarcity. 

It is therefore disturbing to 
see reference to foe imposition 
of rent controls as a polity 
towards "malting people fed 
. better next year" without any 
regard to foe consequences of 
sucbTxtfides which time and 
again have shown foexnselves 
to be undesirable and which 
aid up having the opposite 
effect to that naively intended. 

■ Testing against market lev¬ 
els requires mariceflevds to be 
established-Item controls <fis- 
tort market levels. They re¬ 
strict artificially foe rents 
bring controlled and lift artifi¬ 
cially those that for whatever 
reason remain uncontrolled. If 
everything ranains controlled 

then no market levels are 
available save for capital val¬ 
ues which wfll rise artificially. 
If a rent rises by more than 
twice the rise in money nat¬ 
ional income {pres um ably on 
an annualise d basis and pre¬ 
sumably adjusted fix: infla¬ 
tion} this wfll other be as a 


result of agreement between 
landlord and tenant upon 
review or by reference to the 
wefl established arbitration 
procedures under the 1954 
Landlord and Tenant Act 
which themselves relate to 
market levels. One cannot 
refer to market levels if foe 
market is being artificially 
interfered with. The absurdi¬ 
ties of the effort some years 
ago to seek to set certain 
residential rental values by 
reference to artificial levels 
which in theory eliminate 
scarcity Is recent enough to 
jnrfipft tp the fallacy that such 
suggestions imply. 

The reference to banning 
leases with upward only rent 
reviews is a further distortion 
of what is a reflection of 
market forces from time to 
time: Items of leases freely 
agreed between landlords and 
tenants reflect “market levels" 
at any given time. When 
demand exceeds supply land¬ 
lords gun a better bargain. 
When supply exceeds demand 

tenants get a better bargain. 

One might just as well argue 

foat break clauses m favour of 
tenants only (which are fre¬ 
quently to be found in receotfy 
granted leases) should be 
banned because they are a 
disincentive to landlords to 
invest in property and thus 
reduce foe supply and push up 
values as. a conseque n ce. 


There is a totality of value in 
any given property transac¬ 
tion or indeed any other 
transaction. How that total 
figure is divided between land¬ 
lord and tenant, vendor and 
purchaser, producer and con¬ 
sumer etc is a matter for the 
market to determine. Any 
artificial interference in any 
part of the equation merely 
artificially transfers part of 
that total value to the other 
party with consequential fur¬ 
ther distortion, thus solving, 
in theory, one problem but 
inevitably creating another. 

It is disturbing that such 
suggestions should appear 
without adequate argument or 
analysis. Making people feel 
better next year is no substi¬ 
tute for ensuring foat they 
have a long and healthy life. 
Yours faithfully, 

D.J. LEWIS, 

Ch airma n. . 

Mofyneux Estates Pic, 
Catherine House, 

76 Gloucester Place, W1H. 


Front Mr C. A Cheetham 
Sir. Re: “Ffed-good" factor. I’m 
a redundant blue-collar work¬ 
er. aged 62. I’m puzzled. 

In Anatole Kaletsky’S analy¬ 
sis of the American dollar he 
suggests in one column that 
America needs to shift away 
from manufacturing whilst in 
the next column he suggests 
America turn to manufactur¬ 
ing. it appears he is advocat¬ 
ing a stronger dollar but ends 
his article warning of the 
dangers of an escalating 
currency. 

Across the page Philip 
Bassett reports on the 
employment/unemployment 
in this country, stating that 
from the government figures 
foe banking, finance and in¬ 
surance sector upped the em¬ 
ployment figures by 52.000. 

On your front page you 
report a finance home cutting 
jobs by 900. Over recent 
months the papers have re¬ 
ported job losses ‘by all the 
major banks, utilities and 


finance houses. It doesn’t seem 
logical to me that these com¬ 
panies cut jobs on caie hand 
and create employment on foe 
other! 

I just don’t know whai to 
believe—and Pm sure I’m not 
alone. 

Yours faithfully. 

C. A. CHEETHAM. 

19 St Dominic Park, 
Harrowbarrow. 

Cornwall. 


No surprise 

From Sir Ian Morrow 
Sir. It cannot come as a 
surprise that improved roads 
appeal to the user and in¬ 
crease traffic. 

Airlines buy expensive jets 
and denand improved ajjrport 
facilities designed to increase 


traffic. This is acceptable. The 
Channel Tunnel must create 
traffic or ft is a failure. 

In shot, improved trans¬ 
port whether by road, rail or 
air heightens the quality of 
life. 

Yours faithfully 
SIR IAN MORROW 
2 Albert Terrace Mews, NW1. 


Some threat 

From Sir Alan Neale 
Sir, Six months ago in May. 
the Retail Prices Index stood at 
144.7. Now I see that the 
November figure is 145-3. This 
means that it has advanced 
over the six-month period by 
foe great amount of 0.4 per 
cent 

Can the market pundits and 
the Governor be aware of 
these figures? If they are. what 
on earth persuades them that 
foe country has to fear re¬ 
newed threats of inflation. 
Yours faithfully, 

ALAN NEALE 
95 Swains Lane, N$. 

Letters to the 
Business and Finance 
section of The Tones 
can be sent 
by fax on 
071-782 5112. 


Telekom chief’s 
departure sets 
off alarm bells 

Colin Narbrough on a row at Europe’s 
biggest telecommunications company 


D eutsche Telekom. 
Europe’s biggest 
telecommunica¬ 
tions company, urgently 
needs a new management 
board chairman. 

The unexpected resigna¬ 
tion of Helmut Ricke on 
December 9 came only three 
weeks before Telekom, 
whose annual turnover is 
DM65 billion, is converted 
Into a joint stock company in 
preparation for partial pri¬ 
vatisation in early 1996. 

Herr Ricke’s departure — 
“on personal grounds’ — 
prompted alarm in foe finan¬ 
cial world, especially among 
those investment banks and 
institutions still glowing 
from their success in secur¬ 
ing a chunk of the DM15 
billion first slice of the 
Telekom privatisation issue. 

The departure of Herr 
Ricke; who was appointed 
in 1990 and was supposed to 
stay until the end of 1996 to 
see through the first stage of 
privatisation, caused dis¬ 
may in corporate Germany. 
Senior executives who Gke 
to market the dependability 
of Germany did not like 
having a surprise like this 
sprung on them at a crucial 
moment 

Chancellor Kohl’s Chris¬ 
tian Democrat-dominated 
coalition has been keen to 
dispose of state assets to try 
to reduce the public-sector 
deficit, which ballooned 
after German 
unification. 

But there has 
been no mad 
dash to priva¬ 
tise. The as¬ 
sets sales, 
most notably 
the placing of 
Lufthansa, 

the national _ 

airline, under 

private-sector control have 
been handled in a measured 
manner. Yet politicians have 
been widely identified as foe 
main cause of Herr Ricke’s 
departure. 

Under Wolfgang Botstih, 
Minister of Posts. Herr 
Ricke. a political novice 
recruited from the private 
sector, has found his plans 
for turning Telekom from a 
manacled statoowned giant 
into a modem, free-moving 
telecommunications group 
repeatedly frustrated. 

Herr Bfitsch. a member of 
the Christian Social Union, 
delivered a cruel blow when, 
on the eve of the general 
election in October, be an¬ 
nounced a sudden change of 
policy- Instead of foe guar¬ 
antee he had given that 
Telekom could keep its tele¬ 
phone monopoly until the 
year 2000, Herr Bdtsch said 
tiie deadline would now be 
brought forward until 1998 
and that Germany could 
even go it alone without 
waiting fbr his European 
partners and deregulate tele¬ 
communications. 

The problems facing Herr 
Ricke involved, among oth¬ 
er things, converting a long 
established stale bureaucra¬ 
cy with all the accorapany- 


6 Plans to turn 
Telekom into a 
modem group 
were repeatedly 
frustrated? 


ing regulations for a large 
part of foe23,000 staff, into a 
smoothly working organis¬ 
ation suited to current mar¬ 
ket conditions. 

The federal Government’s 
demands for billions of 
marks from Telekom’s prof¬ 
its to be handed over to prop 
up the loss-making postal 
service and postal bank bad 
also been a major source of 
irritation to Herr Ricke as 
privatisation neared. In ad¬ 
dition. he had dashed with 
Herr Bdtsch on pricing poli¬ 
ty and the manner in which 
foe Government awarded 
operating licences to 
Telekom competitors. 

Given the scale of foe 
privatisation — foe biggest 
in Europe and the second in 
foe world after NTT of 
Japan — Herr Ricke had 
tried to keep his hands as 
free as possible from polit¬ 
ical interference. Coming 
from Loewe Opta, foe tele¬ 
communications equipment 
maker, he knew the business 
very well from the hardware 
side. 

His fraught relations with 
Herr Bdtsch were not sim¬ 
ply a matter of personal bad 
chemistry. They highlighted 
what has been widely recog¬ 
nised as a lack of necessary 
distance between the state as 
owner of Telekom and foe 
state as its regulator. Under 
present plans, the boards of 
the holding company that 
_will be re¬ 
sponsible for 
Telekom will 
be bedecked 
with well 
known politi¬ 
cians. Critics 
of Herr Ricke 
accuse him of 
being incapa- 

_ ble of crucial 

decisions and 
of being short on strategic 
vision for foe huge company 
now going to market. The 
fact that he appears to have 
made wrong calls on key 
partnership deals has fu¬ 
elled criticism from industry 
analysts about his abilities. 

Brussels rejected a pay-TV 
link-up with France Tele¬ 
com and two German media- 
groups. The Europen 
Commission is also under¬ 
stood to harbour doubts 
about the central alliance 
between foe French and 
German telecoms on foe 
ground that they could dom¬ 
inate Europe. The link be¬ 
tween foe two and Sprint, 
foe US long distance carrier, 
may still not go beyond foe 
memorandum of 
understanding. 

Wilhelm Pallmann, a 
Telekom director, • has 
stepped in as tiie interim 
chief Among those tipped to 
get foe top job, Gerd Tenzer, 
the technical director, is foe 
favourite at the moment 
Another scenario that has 
been gaining favour is that 
Herr Bdtsch plans to seize 
the moment and replace foe 
whole management team. 
That is one way to start 
down foe road to the private 
sector. 



Helmut Ricke, a political novice from the private sector 
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Hit fraudsters who abuse 


faith in the family trust 


Colleagues Noel Campbell 
and Neville Byford explain 
the need to reform the law 


HUGH ROURJEDGE 


T here is something incon¬ 
gruous about the sight 
of former owners of 
companies recently wound up 
leading seemingly extrava¬ 
gant lifestyles. How on earth 
do they do it? A possible ex¬ 
planation is that their lifestyle 
is supported by assets from a 
discretionary family trust that 
has been funded by company 
assets fraudulently trans¬ 
ferred to it — a possibility 
which has come to exercise the 
minds of lawyers and insol¬ 
vency practitioners alike. 

Even if the liquidator of the 
company whose assets have 
been taken manages to discov¬ 
er the existence of the trust 
fund, it will be difficult to ob¬ 
tain all the assets traced into 
the fund in spite of litigation 
being successfully brought to 
recover them. This mischief is 
largely caused by the decision 
of Re Beddoe f19S3) lCh547. ft 
enables trustees to ask the 
court to consider whether they 
should defend any action 
brought against the trust and 
whether they should have an 
indemnity for their costs from 
the trust's assets for so doing. 
The principle behind the case, 
protection of trustees, is ad¬ 
mirable. In practice, it may 
protect those who have fraud¬ 
ulently transferred assets. 

When a liquidator seeks to 
recover assets placed in a trust 
fund in breach of fiduciary 
duty, the trustee will make an 
application to the court under 
Ac Beddoe. But the assess¬ 
ment of the strength of the case 
against the trust may not be 
fully appreciated by the court 
because the liquidator is not 
allowed to attend the applica¬ 
tion nor put his case. 

This is because at the 


Beddoe application the trust¬ 
ees are expected to be frank 
with the court as to the merits 
of the daim against them. But 
it is difficult to envisage how 
the claim can be evaluated 
fairly when one of the daim- 
ants is not allowed to attend 
the application. It is particu¬ 
larly illogical: even if the trust¬ 
ees are innocent, beneficiaries 
under a family trust will be 
related to the fraudster and 
thus sympathetic to him. The 
beneficiaries are party to the 
Beddoe hearing and therefore 
can influence it — by putting 
forward defences (which may 
have been ■‘dreamt up” by the 
fraudster) to the liquidator's 
daim. If the trustees them¬ 
selves are not independent, 
they may also wrongly influ¬ 
ence the court. 

In our view, no real harm 
would be done by the liquida¬ 
tor (or any claimant) attending 
the Beddoe application and 
putting forward his argu¬ 
ments. For example, no dam¬ 
age is suffered by a defendant 
on an application for summa¬ 
ry judgment which is success¬ 
fully resisted. Even though the 
liquidator would hear the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the case evaluated, these are 
hardly matters that would 
surprise the liquidator or give 
him any advantage. If the 
court resolves that there is a 
triable issue, then of course the 
trustees should be allowed to 
defend. In Astop Wilkinson v. 
Neary [The Times . November 
4.1994). Mr Justice Ughtman 
said that a trustee’s duty was 
“to remain neutral and offer to 
submit to the court’s direc¬ 
tions. leaving it to the rivals to 
fight their battles". But how 
can trustees, or a court re- 



Noel Campbell, left and Neville Byford want better protection for beneficiaries 


main neutral when they do not 
hear argument from all claim¬ 
ants to the trust's assets? 

Nevertheless, until a proper 
consideration of the strength 
of the case against the trustees 
is permitted, trustees will usu¬ 
ally be allowed to defend and 
to use the trust assets to do so. 
Even if the liquidator succeeds 
in establishing that trust as¬ 
sets belong to the company 
over which he has been 
appointed, the trustees will 
invariably be entitled to de¬ 
duct the costs of defending the 
action from the trust assets 
(see Megarry VC in Re Dall- 
away (19S2) 1WLR 756 at 759- 
760 and Ideal Bedding Co Ltd 
v. Holland (1907) 2Chl5T). 
Hence, if the trustees do obtain 
leave to defend under Re Bed¬ 
doe. the liquidator will be 
under added pressure to con¬ 
sider whether it is commercial¬ 
ly more prudent to settle or to 
continue with the litigation: in 


either case, the liquidator will 
have to accept that the fund 
claimed will be cut, whether 
by payment of the trustees' 
costs or by settlement. 

We believe that the time to 
reform Beddoe applications 
has arrived. All claimants to a 
trust fund should be allowed 
to appear ai the Beddoe hear¬ 
ing. It is obviously right that if 
trustees are to be involved in 
litigation concerning trust as¬ 
sets. they should receive an 
indemnity from the trust as¬ 
sets for the costs incurred in 
defending the action. 


F ew people would agree 
to be trustees if. potenti¬ 
ally. they were liable for 
costs when defending proceed¬ 
ings brought against the trust 
fund. However, there is no 
need for trustees to be involved 
in litigation concerning a trust 
fund, as the court can do the 
trustees'job. It would be much 


ACCOUNTANCY 
& FINANCE 


REPURCHASE AGREEMENTS 
BROKER - ASIAN MARKETS 


A well-respected repurchase agreements 
broking firm is seeking an experienced broker 
with excellent trading contacts in the Asian 
markets to join their London operation. The 
candidate should also have experience within 
the New York bond markets and an established 
client base within the London market. Please 
reply to Box No 2693, enclosing a CV. 


FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 


CITY 


i 


The Investors 
Compensation 
Scheme 


PERMANENT AND FIXED CONTRACTS 


Salaries Competitive 


Opportunities have arisen tor accounting professionals to work within a 
high profile org ani sation which has close links with the Biw iffinl services 
industry; 


Financial Controller 

Reporting to the Senior Manager in the Finance Department with the 
assistance of three staff, you will be responsible for the control of 
expenditure and receipts, review of monthly management accounts, 
preparation of the budget and ongoing review of variances, supervision of 
purchase ledger and production of figures for the quarterly and annua ) 
reports. 

You will be a graduate aged up to 30, with at least two years post 
qualified experience of m a n ag e ment accounting preferably within the 
financial services sector. You will be highly numerate with excellent 
written skiDs and have experience of nmmgTng staff, 


Default Assistants 


Working in small multi-disciplined groups you will work as a team on 
various projects undertaking verification work on claims, identifying and 
resolving key technical issues, processing claims documentation, 
preparing papers to be presented to the board and you will be dealing 
with the public, pro fessi o nal s and regulators. 

You will be a graduate aged 22-35 with excellent academic qualifications 
and w£D have had at least two years experience in insolvency, accounting 
or banking and for the senior grade will have an accountancy 
professional qualification. You will be numerate with excellent written 
and investigative skiHa. 


Please reply with foil CV and current salary details to: 
Personnel Manager, Investors Compensation Scheme Limited, 
GavreDe House, 2-14 Buahill Row, London EC1Y 8BA 


J. P. Bodeo & Co. is a gloving 
mail order clothing company 
with a strong quality image 
and a loyal client base. 

They are seeking an 
experienced financial 
accountant to manage all 
financial, cnpplicr, stock 
control and company 
secretarial matters and to 
advise the Board on 
strategies. 

Candidates must be qualified 
A CAM CCA level with at least 
3 years post-qualification 
experience in 

a similar industry or in the 
profession. 

Key skills required include 
the ability to criticise and 
innovate constrnctively. 
introduce new systems and 
procedures, control costs 
and operate independently. 
Candidates must be bard 
working, honest, flexible, 
bonds on and an effective 
team player. Individuals 
under 28 are unlikely to 
have the necessary 
experience or maturity. 


Saffery Champness 


Finance 

Director 


B OXDXE N 


London NV/10 


Circa £35K inc. 
benefits and 
.significant stock 
options 


If this rvie end the 
growth excites yen 
write by Doc 2S;h to 
Jon Young of Saffery 
Champness. Fairfax 
House, Fuiivcod 
Place. Cray 's Inn. 
London WC1V6US. 


STANBROOK AND HOOPER 


EUROPEAN COMPETITION/ 
TRADE LAWYERS 


We have positions^ within our practice for two lawyers, one 
recently qualified with 1-2 years experience and another with at 
least 4 years experience. Applicants should be able to operate in 
English and at least one other European lan guage be alert, 
energetic and willing to fit in with a hard working but good 
humoured multinational group of lawyers in one of Brussels best 
established independent specialist EU law firms. 


Please send CV and handwritten letter of application to 
Emma Mollet 
Stanbrook and Hooper 
42 rue do Tadtnroe 
1040 Brussels, Belgium 


HEREFORD 

CATHEDRAL 


The Dean and 
Chapter of Hereford 
wish to appoint an 


ADMINISTRATOR 


We are looking for a 
lay colleague with 
proven experience in 
administration and 
finance. This is an 
exciting opportunity 
to join a lively team in 
a happy co mmuni ty 
developing the 
Cathedral’s expanding 
mission to visitors 
and congregation. 


Salary £24KL 
plus pension 


Details front: 

The Dean, 

The Deanery, 
College Cloisters, 
Hereford HR] 2NG 


Closing date for 
applications: 
IS January 1995 


GRADUATE 

TRAINEES 

TRAIN IN TAX 
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ALL BOX 
NUMBER 
REPLIES SHOULD 
BE ADDRESSED 
TO: 


BOX N«- 


C/O TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O. BOX 3553, 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


more cost-effective, when ac¬ 
tions are brought against trus¬ 
tees. for them to assign their 
duties to die court entirely and 
then retire until resolution of 
the case. The action would 
then be between the liquidator 
and the beneficiaries — the 
two rival claimants to the 
trust's assets. Whoever wins 
the action should be entitled to 
retain all the assets of the trust 
and to seek a costs order ag¬ 
ainst the loser. 

Unless the procedure is 
reformed, corporate fraud¬ 
sters will continue to use 
discretionary family trusts to 
ensure that their families re¬ 
main rich, often at the expense 
of legitimate claims from cred¬ 
itors of insolvent companies. 


□ Noel Campbell is a partner 
and Neville Byford a lawyer at 
Lovell White Durrant.' They 
practise in the area of corpo¬ 
rate fraud and asset recowry. 


ANYOTHER 
BUSINESS 


Now you see it 
now you don’t 


EVER since the powers that be 
stuck a large piece of sculpture 
on the pavement opposite their 
headquarters, the Association 
of Certified Accountants have 
been up in arms. Despite the 
fact that the chunks of curly- 
grey metal are by the re¬ 
nowned Barry Flanagan and 
on the scale of such things, 
don't look at all bad. the 
certifieds have wished ir was 
somewhere other than outside 
their from door. So their 
official Christmas card comes 
as no surprise. Depicting their 
headquarters on a sunny day. 
the pavements are wide, clean 
and empty. The artist has 
ignored the sculpture. 


Balloons go up 

THE celebration of the formal 
presentation of the Royal 
Charier to the Institute of Tax¬ 
ation last week was. as you 
might expect, a fine affair. But 
as members and dignatories 
gather in the Great Hall at 
Lincoln's Inn to mark the occa¬ 
sion they couldn't help won¬ 
dering if the preceding cele¬ 
brations. had not been. well, a 
little more exuberant. Every 
nook and cranny of the mighty 
hammerbeam roof seemed to 
be filled with red and gold he¬ 
lium-filled balloons. Im¬ 
promptu contests to see who 
could shoot the most down 
were deemed not to be within 
the dignity of the newly-char¬ 
tered tax fraternity. 


Not so simple 


IN PRESENTING the Insti¬ 
tute of Taxation with its Royal 
Charter, the Lord Chancellor. 
Lord Mackay of Clashfem. al¬ 
lowed himself ample quanti¬ 
ties of his famed irony. 
Starting one section of his 
speech “updating and simpli¬ 
fying a complicated tax system 
is itself a complicated exer¬ 
cise". he came to an abrupt 
halt. He raised his eyebrows 
and gazed on the throngs of 
tax experts. “Updating and 
simplifying” he mused. “I’m 
not sure that they are not mu¬ 
tually exclusive", he said. Pro¬ 
longed cheers followed. 


IT IS good to see the manage¬ 
ment accounting body. CIMA. 
sticking to Us traditions. To 
succeed the noted seadog. Sir 
Darid Vallings. as its secre¬ 
tary it has appointed Major 
General John Chester, a life¬ 
long Royal Marine. 


Robert Bruce 


Vital need for clear 


lines of responsibility 


WITH the clamour of the audit .debate still 
ringing in our ears. I make no apology for 
returning to the fine words of Waller 
Schuetze. He is the chief accountant of the US 
Securities and Exchange Commissio n (SE Q, 
and is not noted for calling a spade a farming 
implement used by those whose noble labour 
is taken from them by a corrupt and iH- 
focused capitalist agricultural monopoly. 

Among the huge number of responses 
which the Auditing Practices Board (APB), 
received on its report 77ie Future Develop¬ 
ment of Auditing, his was one of the clearest 
and most determined. What he did was send 
in a copy of a speech which he had recently 
made to the American Accounting Associ¬ 
ation. And if the ears of the American 
Accounting Association could have been 
observed after the speech, a quantity of steam 
would have been seen to be issuing from 
either side. Schuetze shoots from the hip. 

Take his thoughts on the problem of 
litigation, for example. He sympathises, 
particularly with what he 
calls “abusive litigation 
against accountants”. He 
agrees that in cases of “non- 
meritorious litigation" the 
loser should pay the win¬ 
ner's costs. He supports all 
measures which would deter 
people from simply going for 
auditors because they have, 
insurance terms, “deep 


m 


pockets”. He will support 
any legal actions which are 
simply frivolous in intent an 
attempt to just “fry it on". 

' But he is contemptuous of 
the accounting profession's 
efforts to help itself. “The 
profession, with a few excep¬ 
tions. is not doin|» anything 
about the underlying causes 

of litigation against itself." _ 

"It will not," he argued. 

"pull on its own bootstraps.” He argues with 
considerable force that auditors have it 
within their power to solve their own 



Robert 

Bruce 


in& if 

concur with his or herctiehfs accoun tin g^ 
nonetheless signed an unqualified opinion;^ 
hoping that our staff would diaHen ge-and U]^ 
object to the accounting and therdjybecome « 
the bad guy. Our staff is being used as tbe ; 
auditor’s leverage, but only after fte^udiror 
agrees to the incredible accounting." V • •>. 

He shows quite how entwined an auditor; 
can become in client affair s- The APB report-| 

went to great lengths to try to separate out the 
idea of who the client was. Instinctively. : 
auditors think of the company, its. director 
and. in particular, its finance director, as "the. 
client”. Legally, the ctient is. of course, the 
mass of shareholders. Auditors, bynecessity. 
work closely with the officers of the company 1 
but crucially always needto keep that ante-’ 
length gap in between. 

Schuetze looks at the issue of accounting 
for debt securities as an example and says it 
is terribly easy and dangerous for auditors to 
become family intertwined. He said: "It is not 
within the • competence of 
independent . auditors to 
make interest-rale forecasts, 
and independent- auditots- 
should not be responsihlefor 
judgments about forbear- 
ance from laws and 
regulations.” : ;• ' 

But the key is what hap¬ 
pens when things start,, even 
slowly, to go wrong. "Once 
an independent auditor has 
agreed that a decline in Jhe_ 
market value below cost-, 
rieed not be recognised and 
thereby -nor reduce the re¬ 
ported amount of capital he 
or she then becomes wedded 
to that decision and will nfrt 
reverse it because to_do so is 
to admit error, or at least 
fallibility, not to mention die 
exposure to litigation.’ 


problems. “The profession." he said, “will not 
go to its diems and tell those dienes that their 
balance sheets have to have realism in order 
to elicit unqualified opinions. Why not? Well, 
that could involve being tough with a client 
Maybe make the client angry. Maybe the 
client will go across the street to another 
auditing firm and that firm will agree to 
report on a balance sheet that has outdated or 
irrelevant representations in it" 

He expands on this point by looking at the 
results of the handiwork of US auditing 
firms. “In SEC filings,”, he said, “we 
sometimes see what 1 call incredible account¬ 
ing. When our staff challenges the account- 


“The auditor then has a vested interest in 
the client's interest-rate forecast and psycho¬ 
logically may no longer be independent in 
the deepest meaning of the word." 

The answer is that ho red herrings of 
debates over principles versus rule books 
should be allowed to snatch the audit 
agenda. The importance is establishing a 
dear line of responsibility. Once that is in 
place, then all other arguments realign and 
fit the overall principle. 

Or as Schuetze would say. “L think that 
instead of thinking simply of its dients and 
itself, the profession needs to give some 
thought to the public that it serves—to the 
investors and creditors and employees who 
put up their money and their labour to make 
investments in toe profession's dients.” 


i 


a 


Auditors must look deep 


into the crystal ball 


THE accountancy profession 
is about to become embroiled 
in a huge debate over the 
future of auditing (Robert 
Bruce writes). 

The recent publication of 
The Audit Agenda by the 
Auditing Practices Board 
(APB), has set many new hares 
running. But the essential 
opinions of the many observ¬ 
ers and participants in the 
debate are unlikely to change. 

This is shown in stark relief 
in the two massive volumes of 
responses to the board's 
previous and more speculative 
paper. The Future Develop¬ 
ment of Auditing. These range 
from the stolid and predictable 
statements of the great and the 
good to quirky solutions to 
parts of the jigsaw. 

Take that of Mr W. B. 
Ebom. Thinking through the 
problem of making the share¬ 
holders mure involved in the 
audit process, he hits the nail 
exactly on the head. "I wonder 
whether it might be possible." 
he suggests, “in respect of 
public companies. For the au¬ 
dit fee to be payable from the 
shareholders by way of a 
deduction from the amounts 
set aside for dividend 
payments. 

“in that way the sharehold¬ 
ers would feel that the audi¬ 
tors were reporting more to 
them than to the board and it 
might create a more lively 
discussion on the new format 
of the reports." 

But the problems which face 
auditors are shown dearly in 
the response from Ernst & 
Young. "It is easier for com¬ 


mentators to express concern 
that aD is not well with the 
state of auditing than it is for 
the audit profession to con¬ 
vince them of the very high 
standards to which the vast 
majority of audits, particular¬ 
ly of large companies, are 
carried out" the firm said. 

“Auditors are not free to 
disclose the specific advice 
they give to companies on 
sound accounting and report¬ 
ing practice, or the consider¬ 
able persuasion they 


11 Audits should be 
limited to 
the financial 
condition 
of the company ’ 


sometimes have to exercise in 
this regard, even over com¬ 
panies with relatively high 
standards of corporate 
governance." 

Small wonder that Ernst & 
Young conclude that “the leg¬ 
islative framework in which 
auditors operate, far from 
being, as the APB asserts, a 
safe harbour in which they 
have sheltered, has been a 
srrait-jacket for auditors." 

This may account for the 
dismissive and terse responses 
from some other firms of 
accountants. Baker Tilly con¬ 
cludes that "we believe, in 
publishing the McFarlane re¬ 
port, the APB has actually 



Michael Lawrence is opposed to a wider role for auditors 


done a grave disservice. to 
auditors and users of. 
accounts". - 

Binder Hamlyn, while not 
so dismissive, argues that 
"while we are committed enth¬ 
usiasts for change, a note of 
caution must be sounded. Too - 
much and too fast can be 
dangerous." 

The same attitude to change 
can be found on the other side 
of the divide. Lord Alexander ’ 
of Weedon, expressing the- 
views of the National West-' 
minster Bank, argues that 
much should stay the same. 
“The audit should be limited 
to matters directly connected, 
with the financial condition of 
the company concerned." 

A similar reaction comes • 
from Michael Lawrence, now 
head of the Stock Exchange 
but at the time when these 
responses were formulated 
head of the 100 Group of ', 
finance directors. He argued 
that the “group does not 
support the development of 
any wider role by the auditors 
in relation to corporate ac¬ 
countability and ethics. This 
seems unlikely to add value to 
the directors’ present overall 
responsibilities for these ' 
matters." 

The same sentiment that 
the auditors should, by and ’ 
large, leave corporate folk 
alone, comes from the CBI. 

“On the prevention and detec¬ 
tion of fraud and illegal acts," 
it said, “these are primarily 
the responsibility of the board 
and management and our 
members do not consider it 
appropriate that auditors be 
given a positive role and duty ... 
to discover such acts." 

The future can be glimpsed • 
J the response 1 from Colin 
Boyd, associate professor of 
management at the University 
of Saskatchewan in Saska- ' 
toon, Canada. 

“There is a stark mis¬ 
match." he suggested, "be- * 
tween the role that society feels 
auditors should play in a ' 
business community riven 
with ethical tensions, and the 
role that auditors have histori¬ 
cally held." 

He concluded that the role 
of die auditor must be wid- '1 
cned to support the public’sV. 
needs. “The auditors of twenty 
years hence." he argued, “will \ 
be the referees who report, on - ' 
penormanre and who will 
blow the whistle when the 
hnn diverges from a standard 
of proper conduct in society. In 

other words, our future audi- - 

Wil] be eth ics 

practitioners.” 
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Equities advance in late trading 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place ten business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
prioe/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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BUILDINGS page 32 

They asked for a 
theatre; he gave them a 
giant temple: BofiH’s 
Barcelona masterpiece 


ARTS 


THEATRE page 33 

Not even loud blasts of 
rock music can lift 
a lacklustre new 
staging of Peter Pan 
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Sly and the 
familiar 
Stone 

CINEMA: Even the bangs are more like 
whimpers as two supposedly explosive stars 
meet in The Specialist, says Geoff Brown 


TT TT ollywood is playing 

ft_ft Scrooge again. Cross 

ft I the Atlantic, and you 
-A- can spend your Christ¬ 
mas watching Tom Cruise bare his 
fangs in Interview with the Vam¬ 
pire. Patrick Stewart and William 
Shatner are wrestling with destiny 
\ in StarTrek: Generations. Michael 

Douglas and Demi Moore experi¬ 
ence sexual harassment in Disclo¬ 
sure. Stay in Britain, and what do 
you get? The leftovers. 

Since Hie Specialist, opening on 
; Boxing Day. features Sylvester 
Stallone sharing bed, shower and 
•floor with another body beautiful. 
Sharon Stone, you might expect 
Class A movie fireworks. There are 
fireworks, all right Semtex secret¬ 
ed in cigarette cases, lockets and the 
edges of hotel windows regularly 
reduces buildings and people to 
rubble and ash. But the film 
remains undistinguished, crassly 
conceived for the most undemand¬ 
ing muncher of popcorn. 

“Just watching Mood and bodies 
going through the air gets to you. 
doesn't it?” Stallone barks at James 
Woods, a fellow demolition expert 
in Miami, who treats the universe 
as something to slap, kick or 
explode for his delight There is no 
cause for Stallone to fed morally 
superior. His character's own con¬ 
science is paper-thin, and if audi¬ 
ences take no pleasure watching 
blood and bodies fly, they will take 
pleasure watching Ifttledse. 

Not even Stone and Stallone, die 
Tee Vamp and Bambo, locked in 
ardour? To be surei this' coupling 
has curiosity value. But The Spe¬ 
cialist, directed by Luis Uosa, 
proves oddly hesitant about 
capitalising on its assets. In the 
eariy stages. Stallone and State do 
not even brush against each other: 
they communicate by phone. Only 
once he accepts her offer of aveng¬ 
ing her parents’ murder do tiie two 
bodies become briefly entangled. 

The sex scenes were shot at 
Stallone’s request, behind locked 


The Specialist 

Warner West End 
15.110 mins 

Sylvester Stallone meets 
Sharon Stone . bur 
sparks fait to fly 

D2: The 
Mighty Ducks 
Warner West End 
U. 107 mins 
Stale adventures of a 
junior ice hockey team 


ly wa 
from 


doors, with a skeleton crew who 
signed legal documents to ensure 
they never leaked trade secrets. The 
results on screen, though, never 
sent my temperature soaring. I 
noted dispassionately that Stal¬ 
lone’s breasts were only slightly 
smaller than his partner's, and that 
veins stood out on his arms and 
neck like highways on a roadmap. 
And was that a nasty injection 
mark an Miss Stone's upper left 
arm? These are not scenes to 
inspire erotic thoughts. 

Thoughts of any kind are scarce- 
warranted by the script, derived 
a series of novels by John 
Shirley. The plot is built on 
quicksand, and any inquiry into the 
characters’ motives will prompt a 
collapse. Surface is everything, 
from Stallone's dull masculinity 
and State's computerised sex ap¬ 
peal to the supporting cast’s Hne-up 
of goons, sharks and snakes. 

Here, at least, some colour 
enters. As Stallone's rival explo¬ 
sives expert Woods glares at the 
world through reptilian eyes and 
delights in spitting out venom. Eric 
Roberts slinks amusingly through 
scenes as the sleazy son of the Latin 
American crime boss who wiped 
out Stone’s parents. The boss 
himself is Rod Steiger it is good to 
see this under-used resource bade 



It takes a real man to get Into a clinch with Sharon Stone and not check under the bed for ice-picks, but — hey! — Sylvester Stallone is up to the task in The Specialist 


in a major Hollywood film, al¬ 
though he gives the kind of man¬ 
nered performance that can lead 
only to worse parts in even worse 
movies. 

For there are worse movies. The 
stunt and special effects teams do 
their work well, and cars, buildings 
and bodies bum prettily. But for a 
film that brings together two sacred 
monsters of the screen. The Spe¬ 
cialist is lazy, cynical trash, and lets 
its potential go up in smoke. 

Next in Hollywood’s Christmas 
stocking is D2:The Mighty Dacha, 
a feeble sequel to die 1992 film 
about a junior ice-hockey team 
from Minnesota; starring Emilio 
Estevez. In central London alone 
D2 is booked into seven unfortu¬ 
nate cinemas; its most suitable 
home is the video shop bargain bin. 

For British consumption the first 
Mighty Ducks film had its title 
changed to Champions. But the 
franchise name does not matter. It 
could also be Major League, The 


Bad News Bears, or any of the other 
tags used for Hollywood series 
about a rag-tag sports team and 
their coach who succeed against the 
odds. 

For the sequel, Steven Brill, the 
original scriptwriter, has left no 
didte unturned. Honest amateur 
sport versus the lure erf big bucks. 
How to live up to a father's dream. 
The importance of team spirit self- 
respect and national pride. 

On the latter point D2 proves as 
forthright as a wartime propagan¬ 
da film. “America is a teenager; just 
like you," the team’s woman tutor 
tells them as they prepare to 
participate as their country’s nat¬ 
ional team in the Junior Goodwill 
Games in Los Angeles. "A bit 
awkward at times, but right there 
on the verge of greatness." 

The film takes its metaphor 
embarrassingly seriously. Scan the 
faces of the Ducks and you find a 
rainbow coalition of Hisptaics, 
Jews. Texas good ol’ boys, nimble 


Koreans, and one plucky Wasp 
female goalie. The only major 
group omitted from the spectrum 
appears to be Native Americans. 

As Estevez’s coach loses his way 
among LA’s bright lights, and the 
players lose games, you dutch at 
straws to keep awake. The bouncy 
young actors at least offset the 
perfunctory blank face which is all 
Estevez 9eems able to offer. Under 
director Sam Weisman. the ice- 
bockey footage sparks modest ex¬ 
citement But the most interesting 
aspect of this ordinary film is 
probably the team cast as the 
villain, bruisers dressed in black 
who reduce the Ducks to abject 
squawks. They hail from Iceland. 

Since Iceland's population is 
roughly the size of Southampton^, 
you have to question how they can 
field a champion team shaped like 
Greek gods while America can only 
muster a row of squirts, and a true 
ice-hockey giant such as Canada 
gets eliminated in the eariy rounds. 


To make matters stranger, many 
of the Icelanders bear German 
names; while the frozen snarl on 
the face of their coach (played by 
Carsten Norgaard) would not dis¬ 
grace an SS officer. 

The plot’s credibility is further 
weakened by its attitude to sprats 
sponsorship. For a while, Estevez’s 
eyes gleam at the money he can 
make endorsing sports goods and 
breakfast cereals. Then he sees the 
light, and burns his advertising cut¬ 
out in an ofl drum. 

But what does the film do? Plug 
away at assorted products; linger 
on the gleaming arena built in 
Anaheim for the real-life Ducks, a 
National Hockey League team 
created in honour of the original 
film. 

Enough, enough. Neither of the 
week’s new films warrants a 
Christmas trek to the cinema- Best 
catch up on past glories, wait for 
those of the future, or read a good 
book. 


GALLERIES: The debt young talent owes to collectors Robert and Susan Kasen Summer; plus a Pre-Raphaelite centenary show 


American boost 
for British art 


W hen a wealthy American 
couple, Robert and Susan 
Kasen Summer, visited 
Glasgow ten years or so ago, a 
group of pictures by unknown 
painters caught their eye. Since 
then the Summers have quietly 
become the fairy godparents of 
Britain’s best young artists. Now. 
for the first time, a major part of 

their coflection of contemporary 

British art, recognised as the finest 
in America; has gone on show — 
appropriately, in Glasgow. 

The exhibition at the McLdlan 
Galleries is crucial, both for the 
collection's future and for that of 
many anxious new artists. "Itis our 
chance to evaluate whatwe’ve done 
and make a determination as to 

whether we have reached an end or 
if we should continue more aggres¬ 
sively, "says Robert Summer, presi¬ 
dent of Sony Entertainment 
t Europe, who has kept an even 
lower profile as a collector than 
Charles SaatchL His wife runs her= 
own company, developing 3-D 
technology. 

Among 100 or so paintings in the' 
exhibition, “An American Passion 
■ are works by Stsvm Campbell, 
Peter Howson and Ken Currie, 
whom Susan. tracked down and 
■ befriended, becoming their first 
buyer before"any gallery signed 
them up. “We sensed something 
i special, a fundamental departure - 
from the mainstream of cbntengjo- 
rary painting." her husband says.. 

2 “We began to question where this 
art was coming from, and that led 
us to distinguish between the 
M different roots in the north and 
south of Britain, finding links with 
the Scottish colourists arid Sickert; 
and then working back ag a m 
through Bamberg and Matthew 
' Smith and Kossoff and Auerbach 
and up to the present" The 
Summers bought as they looked. 

But as their lakeside home in 
Connecticut began to overflow with 
dozens and soon, hundreds of 
British artworks, some extremely 
large and extrovert, the couple , 
decided they could do more Young 


artists, however good they might 
be, needed help, ft was a hard 
. lesson that had been at the back of 
Susan’s mind since her own stu¬ 
dent days, Mien she was offered a 
fashion job in Manhattan. “My 
parents had just divorced and I 
wanted to go to New York and live 
with my very dearest aunt and 
unde," she says. “But instead they 
said, drop in when you’re settled." 

Help, in the Summers’ terms, 
does not mean doing anything by 
halves. Three years ago the couple 
began providing studio space for 
artists for roc months at a time — 
with travelling, food and lodging 
expenses all paid — to give them a 
head start after leaving art school, 
usually the Royal College with 
- which the Summers have estab¬ 
lished a foundation. No other 
private individuals offer British 
artists such an opportunity. 

“It gives them time to rebuild 
tbeir juices with no pressure." 
Robert says. “An artist has had his 
whole life to build up to: his 
graduation show. Then he or she’s 
expected to go and start t 
out pictures and came up wttb a 
new body of work in-months, 
-without a gallery and with aD sorts 
of financial demands.” 



: or she’s A Wing and a Prayer B987), by Peter Howson, o 

banging . growing band of artists found and fostered by the 
> with a 


one of the 
Summers 


T he studios are in a converted 
old electrical factory dose to 
the Summers’ home, where 
artists in residence become part of 
die family. Friends and parents 
visit, it i&an easy trip to see the New. 
York, museums and galleries and, 
as a bonus, the Summers’ own 
acquaintances are readymade 
buyers as well as themselves. The 
Summers ask nothing of the artists' 
except perhaps a small work to give 

the local garageman in return for 

the loan of a vehicle. 

“It’s better than putting money in 
stocks and shares." Robert says. 
“We have the pleasure of seeing the. 
art on the walls every day and, 
having it going an all around us. 
with the kids out there painting." 

It is also a selffolfiffing invest¬ 
ment Being pitied out by the 


Summers, just as by Saatehi, 
means being taken seriously. 

So far die Summers have had 20 
resident artists and the biggest 
problem, if any. has been their 
generosity. “It's quite hard to come 
to terms with when you're used to 
haring to battle for everything. It 
seems too good to be true.” says 
James Robinson, one of their most 
recent recruits, whose striking, 
minimally abstract work is in the 
current show. 

' Robinson’S work, though, is un¬ 
characteristic of the exhibition and 
the Summers collection as a whole. 
The majority of works are figura¬ 
tive and painterly, with a large 
number erf pictures by John 
BeUany. “It is a great compliment 
that such top-tier American collec¬ 
tors find British painting to be the 
best in the world, and it is a huge 
boost to my morale that they have 
shown such faith in my talent," 
Beflany says. The Summers say 


that the only bad moment came 
when a BeUany work at their home 
proved to be too heavy for its 
mounting and eventually fid! off the 
walL 

The exhibition (spon s ored by 
British Airways, Henderson Boyd 
Jackson Solicitors and Unilever) 
has been chosen, catalogued and 
hung by senior curators of the 
Glasgow Museums and the Royal 
College of Art in London, where it 
will go on view next October. 

The Summers agreed to the show 
after loaning several other paint¬ 
ings back to Glasgow. “But we’ve 
kept right out of organising it," 
Robert says. “We wanted a 

surprise." 

Auson Beckett 

• An American Passion: The Kasen 
Summer CoHecbon of Contemporary 
British Painting is at McLeUan Gal¬ 
leries. 220 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow 
(D4I-3311854). until March 5 


The passive Rossetti 


T he problem with poets as 
subjects for exhibitions is 
that there is not much to look 
at Glass cases containing first 
editions and notebooks only mock 
the window-shopper's impotence to 
leaf through Ate concealed pa^es. 
There can be extracts from diaries, 
sketches of the author. letters; but 
whereas in visual art the primacy 
of tiie original is supreme, in the 
appreciation of literature originals 
are of only arcane, fetishistic inter¬ 
est. Readers are usually content 
with tiie glib reproductions of tiie 
printing press. 

Christina Rossetti died 100 years 
ago on December 29. One of a 
handful of female poets to find a 
place in tiie Victorian canon, her 
proximity to die Pre-Raphaelite 
movement through her brother. 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, ensured 
her peripheral importance to the 
art world as well as tiie literary, 
and this small but intelligently 
formed National Portrait Gallery 
exhibition is a fitting commemora¬ 
tion of her centenary. 

Christina drew very tittle. In the 
exhibition there is an 1837 copy of 
Keble’S The Christian Year with 
pencil drawings youthfully 
graffitoed on the pages, as well as 
her simple illustrations in a holo¬ 
graph manuscript of Sing Song. 
But it is the fliustrafions to her 
work by Laurence Housman. Ar¬ 
thur Rackham and Dante Gabriel 
that are worth lingering over. 

Christina's lasting contribution 
to art was as a model, and the gems 
of the exhibition are the colourful 
oils of tiie Pre-Raphaelite move¬ 
ment's major figures. There are 
many of the sketches Dante Gabri¬ 
el node of Christina throughout 
her life, as well as tiie first of his 
major oils. The Girlhood of Mary 
Virgin (1848-9). which he based on 
her likeness. He continued to paint 
her throughout their. respective 
careers until the sickly spinster of 
his 1877 portrait, heavy-featured 
and bulging^eyed from the ravages 
of Grave’s disease. 

As a result ofher posing role, and 
her frequenting of Dante Gabriel’s 
Cheyne Walk home, she fell in with 
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, 
and became a particular friend of 
Swinburne, as well as John Millais, 



Christina'Rossetti, the eternal 
sitter, depicted by her brother 

Holman Hunt and Burne Jones, all 
ofwbom are well represented in the 

exhibition. 

There is a cartoon by Dante 
Gabriel of tiie poet “in a tantrum" 
—which offers a comical view of an 
otherwise miserable figure — and 
spookfly serious photographs of tiie 
family by Lewis Carroll. There is 
Dante Gabriel's Ecce Andlla Do¬ 
mini!, whose dazzling white colour 
scheme ckised an outcry. In this, as 
in many erf tiie pictures for which 
she sat. Christina’s face is worked 
into perfect Pre-Raphaelite beauty 
as the Virgin, rather than the plain, 
homely look of the straight 
portraits. 

The poetry is rather passed over, 
existing in extracts an side installa¬ 
tions and in tiie spidery handwrit¬ 
ing of some notebook pages. The 
foil text of Goblin Market, her one 
real triumph, is nowhere to be seen 
(though Dante Gabriel's original 
engravings for it are here). 

But this is an exhibition, not an 
anthology, and its success is that it 
acknowledges Christina’s passive 
contributions to the culture as 
much as her active ones. Her own 
claims to be taken seriously always 
struggle in the background. 

Giles Coren 

• Christina Rossetti 1830-1894. at the 
National Portrait Gallery, St Martin’s 
Place, WC2 (071-306 0055). until Feb¬ 
ruary 12 


JAZZ 


Humph 
the rebel 
rouser 


WATCHING the jovial, avun¬ 
cular figure of Humphrey 
Lyttelton putting his band 
gently through their paces at 
the Bull’s Head in Barnes, 
west London, it is almost 
impossible to convince oneself 
tiiat he was once a deeply 
controversial figure in the jazz 
worltL 

Even his current front line, 
which features two saxophon¬ 
ists alongside tiie leader’s 
trumpet and Rae Strange's 
trombone, would once have 
raised the hackles of die-hard 
jazz traditionalists, who re¬ 
garded the saxophone as the 
serpent in their particular 
Eden, and once famously 
raised a banner, saying: “Go 
home, dirty bqppert" to greet 
Lyttelton's first saxophonist, 
tiie late Bruce Turner, in 1953. 

But it is now more than 40 
years since Lyttelton wrote his 
celebrated apologia in Jazz 
Journal explaining his appar¬ 
ent desertion from the tradi¬ 
tionalists’ ranks and, in a jazz 
world where not only saxo¬ 
phones but all manner of so- 
called non-tradition a I 
instruments are common¬ 
place. the bitter feuding of the 
early 1950s can seem bizarre 
in its passionate insularity. 

Of course, as with many 
pioneers, Lyttelton's very suc¬ 
cess has appeared to mitigate 
his radicalism, so the fact that 
his Bull’s Head audience en¬ 
thusiastically applauded, say. 
“Stealin’ The Bean", which 
involved a saxophone chase 
sequence between alto man 
Jimmy Hastings and tenor 
player Alan Barnes, passed 
unremarked. 

Indeed, almost the entire 
repertoire played by the Lyt¬ 
telton septet at tills hugely 
enjoyable, relaxed gig would 
raice have been regarded as 
dangerously heretical, consist¬ 
ing as ft did of mainstream 
swingers providing platforms 
for strings of sobs rather than 
New Orleans traditional fare, 
cofleeffi^y improvised. 

Bennie and Buster Moten’s 
“Moten Swing". Johnny 
Green* “I Cover The Water¬ 
front", Jimmy McHugh's 
“Porgy". and many more 
showcased the band's su¬ 
premely easy-going but musi¬ 
cally disciplined approach, 
and all the soloists were given 
ample space to shine. 

Lyttelton himself, now 73, 
has lost little of his fire and 
grace as an improviser, Pete 
Strange's trombone contribu¬ 
tions are as cultured as ever, 
and pianist Stan Greig is still 
featured in a rousing boogie- 
woogie interlude, backed just 
by bassist Paul Bridge and 
drummer Adrian Macintosh. 

Chris Parker 
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TIM 1 


LONDON 


DANISH NATIONAL RADIO CHOIR. 

The tome; part ol the ntne-ooncart 
36025. Great Choirs ol Einope. wWcfi 
Features three or Europe's forem o st 
professional rfujlrs gwnp 
performances n London. The Hague 
and Copenhagen TongU the Danish 
Nrtonal Radio Choir petlorm mono py 
NergJd. Rauauaaa. Sandsrwh and 
Terms won Gen Saensen on the 
shaman drum. Stefan Prahman 
conducts 

Box Office. St John's Smffi Square 
SW1 (071-22? 10611. TontfH, 7.3Cfatn. 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


A dally gtdde to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Paul Haynes 


ELSEWHERE 


FESTIVE JAZZ: A gala of pa. 
patarmed by five leading 
iiBlrumertaltsJi nctdtng 
accomplished parts! Jason Bebeiio. 
and top mafe vocafisi Qevetand 
WaWsS Together lhayksm (he Straight 
Ahead Sexwi This Chnanws cancan 
picsnaas u> t» a pytu and Crtwatolng 
attar 

Purcell Room, South Bark Centre. 

SE1 (071-928 88001. TortgK, 730pm 

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS: The 
vwtt-ttmous Choir of New Colege. 
Oxford, join wifi the King's Consort to 
present seasonal haroqua music 
mdudrtg worts by Handel and Cored 
as weH as carols from the Renaissance 
through to the 16th Century. Rabat 
King conducts with trebte Dsvtd 
Nchtess 

Barbican Sh Street, EC2 (071 -638 
8891} Toojht. 7 30pm. 


LIVERPOOL- Royal Uwpool 
Prtlia/morK Orchestra card concerts. 
TradBonal favourites aeon otter abo 
tattling Richard Bah# as naiator. 
P hiham a n ic Han. Hope Strut (051- 
7093789) 


POOLE ARTS CENTRE RicharJ 
Sturt conducts the Beth Festival Chou 
tor Handd'c. Chart mastspece the 
Messah. (ealirtng soprano Susan 
McCulloch, mezzo Frances McCafterty. 
tenor Jam® MacOougaJt and Pass 
R carlo Soman. 

Wenex Hafl, Kingtond Road 10302- 
686 222). Tortgtt. 730pm. 

ABemalrvety. you can see Mattew 
Kefly for rtsthrdyeair Poole, this time 
as the outrageous Widow T«ar*sy in 
Atadttn. a Magical fbOe Ties praducuon 
proudly boasts "a carpet that realty 
fes" 

Towngatc Theatre, Kln^end Road 
(0203-685 222) Tontght. 715. mat. 2.30 


Boffll’s 


BIRMINGHAM. Tongtn sees the 6rsi 
of 100 pert errorless ol Jack and rhe 
Sfflrafaft a teKppodronre. Staffing 
Sw PoSard aid a host ol tetewswi stars 
indudng Zippy, Goetge and Bungle 
homRastbmr Tteproducttanateo 
claims "ttte fargest beansialt in 
parwotand.’ 

Birmingham Hippodrome. Hunt SI 
Box Office (021-622 7488) Tortght.715 
mrt.230 Bath m ad oi Saw The 
Children. 


LONDON GALLERIES 


SHEFFIELD: Em popular Marti Care 
e back C lawn in her tavourte panto 
pereone, Ihe most wicted Red Queen, 
in tfns verson of Sncw IMne and the 
Sewn Dwarfs. 

Lyceum Theatre. Norfolk Street 
Sheffield (0742 7B99Z2) Badmn 0742 
760821 


British Museum. Japanese impenaf 
Craftsmen; New European Appted Arts 
GaRarles: (071-636 

1555) . Hayward- The Romantic Sprt 
In Gennsi Art 1790-1990 (071 -928 
3144). Nations) Portrait Ga3«Y 
The S*«bBs: Chnstoto Rossetti (071- 
3060055) NaHonol fiaAery. D» 
Towg MChetongeto (071-833 
3321). . Royal Academy ThB Pawed 
Page (071-439 7438) . SorpwiHnr 

Rebecca Han (071-4026075).. Tart: 

Wvgfler. Ctcxu Galtwy . .VIA 

Kahgftar Man Popular Panting 1300- 
1930: the VonwaiK and Glass QaltoMS 
(Q71 838 85Q0J... WhAftfihapel: 

Worida m a Bax (071522 7888) 

Tickets avafiatte ol ame of gobig to 
press; ptaase check box office. 


; ~i--\ . j;-. v -. r-r •■"' :> .■ .• - - ■ * '■ “-•••■-?• yztt j? 


□ BROKEN GLASS Strong 
pertormances from Margot Leicester 
end Henry Goodman m Arthur Miter's 
laiesi An Amencan Jewish couple in the 
1930s. wanting to tpvare the Nazi 
men*». 

National tLytteiron). South Bank, SEl 
1071-928 2252) ® 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing in London 


■ House hdL returns oof y 
E Some seats available 
□ Seats at eU prices 


Ptiyfcda Uoytfs sptenefidy rrvertve 
revival 

D o wner W are ho u se, Eaflham St 
WC2 (071-369 17321. Mon-Sal. 8pm: 
mas Wed and Sa. 3pm Dec 24.3pm 
trty© 


LONG RUNNERS 


□ CALAMITY JANE Thecreaove 
learn bertnd tost year's enjoyable Sweet 
Cnanfybrings the Dans Day Him 
musical to rhe -stage Phi Wlrofl dvects 
lor The S*eam indusey 
BAG, Mam Theatre. Lavender Hi. 
Batrersea EWi I (071-223 2223] Tue- 
Sai. 8pm Stm. 6pm. No pen Dec 24-27 
or Jan 2. Until Jan 21 Q 

■ A CHRISTMAS CAROL John 
Mortmer'i adaptation, tan Judge's 
dnearm ana Ctve Franos's Scrooge 
mats thts a cosy evemng. well removed 
from rhe moral lewur -of OKkens. 
Barbican. Sfflc Street. EC2 (071-638 
88911 Toregfw-Do: 29. 7 15pm: macs 
Dec 22 and 27 Again hom Jan 4 |g) 


caught up m a web of rehrance and 
decepdon 

Criterion. PtccadUly Circus. Wi (071- 
833 44881 Mon-Tue. Thure-Sa. 8pm. 
Wed. 6.30pm and 9 15pm: mat Sat, 
4pm No perf Dec 23-24. maf only Dec 
30 £) 


□ THE RIVALS. Richard Cotter & 
bhaebte production from Chichester, with 
Patricia Routtedge's spiencfidty Mid Mrs 
Maiaprop like a to^er>7usredvnndmlV. 
Albery. S' Marans lane. WC2 (071- 
867in5> Mon-Sa. rjOpm; mats 
thus and Sat 3pm Umi Jan 14 


□ FASCINATING AIDA: The^ifc are 
back wilfi an evening of glamour, gun* 
wts and sharp lorv jues 
Game*. Chamvj Cross Rd. WC2 (071- 
494 50851 Mon-Fn. 8pm: Sat. 5pm and 
6 15pm No pert Dec 26. Jan 2. Until 
Jan 2t. 


□ THE L/TTLE MATCH GIRL 
Knockabout doesn't ml wtm 
unhappiness v (he cfisappcuTiting 
var»on of Hans Andersen. 

Lyric. King St. Hammersmtft. W6 (081 - 
74123t i) Mon-Sat. 7pm. mafs most 
days. 1.30pm and Jan 5 and 12. 

10 15am Untv Jan 21 No peri Dec 23. 
26.31 £ 

E MY NIGHT WITH REG John 
Sessions ana David Bamber n Kevin 
EtyoT'j exceVenr. award-winning 
comedy with a dark edge Sk gay men 


□ SLAVS! Torty Kushner’s densely 
pKked serious comedy about the 
coRapse ol Communism A strong cast 
find some passion to it but the struggle 
is hard, comrades. 

Hampstead. Swiss Cottage Centre. 
NW3 (071-722 3301) Mon-Sat 8pm. 
mat Sal 4pm No peri Dec 24,26 Q 

□ A TALE OF TWO CITIES Atoms 
Derssof ptoys Damav and Timothy 
WaAer o Sydney Caton to Matthew 
Francis's version of the Dtchens epc. 
Greenwich. Crooms Hit. SE10 (081 - 
858 7756) Mon-Sal, 7 45pm; mats Dec 
26.27 and Jan 2.3 3Ctom. and all Sats. 
2.30pm UnS Feo 4 No pert Dec 24 © 
■ THE THREEPENNY OPERA Tom 
HoBsnder sings Machaath to Kurt Wetfl’s 
opera Words tw Bw learn ol writers 
customarily known as "Bertolt Brecht". 


□ Arcadia Hsymarkel (071-930 8800) 

□ BeauttU Thing: Duke ol Yak's 
(071-8385122) .. □ Blood 
Brothers, ftnensr 1071-867 1044). . 

□ Buddy Victcrci Patooe (071-834 

1317). Beats Now London (071- 
4(600721 ■ □ Copacabana: Pnrwe 

of Wales (071-839 5972).. □ Crazy 
tor You Prince Edward (071-734 8951) 

□ Don’t Drees tor Dinner Duchess 

(071-494 5070) □ FhM Guys 

Named MoeLync 1071-494 5045].. 

B Grease Dom(reoni07l-416 60801 
B An Inspector CalfsrAidwych (071- 
638 6404) BLesMMreHee 
Palace (071-434 0909)... B Min 
Saigon: Theatre Royal (071-494 5400) 

□ The Mousetrap: St Martin's (071-838 

1443] □ Nevflfe's Intend Apodo 

(071-494 5070). □ On Approval: 

Playhouse(071-8394401) . OOnce 
on This Island, bland (Royally). (071- 
4945090)... DOrty the Lonely 
Pccadfly (071-38B 1734) . MThe 
Phantom at the Opera. Her Majesty's 
(071-494 5400) □ThePrime of 
Mias Jean Bradhr. Strand (071-930 
8800) . B The Queen and I* 

Vaictevtee (071-8309987). . □ She 
Lore Me: Savoy (071 -836 8888) . 

□ The Sisters Roeenewaig: OtdVc 

(071-928 7616).. EStartg!rt 
Express. Apollo Victoila (071 -828 
8665) B Sunset Boulevard 
Adetphi IU71-344 0055) □ Woman 

to Black: Fdrhne (071-838 2238) 

Ticket tofomanon supplied ny Society 
of London Theatre. Correct at Bme of 
goteg to press; please check bar 
office. 


NEW RELEASES 


CHASING THE DEER |PG) 
Cardboard dr ama atout rhe Jacobite 
rebellion Win Brian Blessed. Jake 
D'Arcy. lain Curtt»ris.an. dne^a. 
Grilam Hodcmray 

MGM Panton street 1071-930 063H 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brawn's assessment of 
films in London and (where 
indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


farafwr tunes and Edwardon finery 
gakxe Oirecred by Geago Cukor 

MGM Shaftesbury Avenue 1071-836 
6279) 


GEORGE BALANCHINE'S THE 
NUTCRACKER rUj The New York Cny 
Ballet's (anw'is pr-xixiion. re'ierertly 
iransfened to film with Macaulay CuPJn 
as rhe Nui oracle/ Pnnce Dvedor. 
Emile ArdcAno 

MG Ms: Fulham Rd |&| (071-370 2636) 
Tottenham Court Rd 1071-636 6148) 


Odeon Swiss Cottage (8426914096) 
Plaza 1060) 888997) Warner Q (071- 
437 43431 


CURRENT 


• THE NEVER ENDING STORY III 

(l_Tj Unacpealng fantasy with Jason 
Janies Ricuter and 3 mwiageite ol 
dragons, gn-ames and talking rocks hom 
Jim Henson s Creamre Shop Director. 
Peier Macdonald 

MGM Fulham Road (871 370 2636) 
TrocadereS (071-434 0031 1 UCI 
WhHoteys 01071 -792 3332) Warner 
® (071-437 43431 

ONLY THE STRONG 05) Softer 
saves his oto h»yi school from drugs 
OuH martial arts potboiler, with Mav 
Dacascos Dvecior. Sheldon Leitich. 
MGM Trocadero Q (071 -434 iXt311 

• THE PAGEMASTER (IJ) Maaulay 
CUkin. m cartoon form, enjoys bland 
adremures m the world ol tx»s. 
Dubois. Joe Johnston and Matinee 
Him 

MGM Cheteea !0?1-3525O96i 
Odeanx Kensington (0426 914666) 
Swiss Cottage 1 ME 6 914(08) West 
End 10426 915574) UO Whltaieys B 
(071-792 3332) 

• PRINCESS CARABOO (PG). Airy, 
amusing histoncai 'iwerswn. with 
PhioeDe'Caies as ihemystenous girt 
believed to be a Far Easrem princess 
W 1 B 1 Jim Broadbern. John Lnhguw. 
SieWion Rea. Wendv Hughes. Dredor. 
Michael Austin 

MGM TYocedero © 1071-434 0031) 


♦ JUNIOR (F3I rtirantepkas 
at»jnd as Arnold Schwarzenegger gets 
pregnant With Emma Thompson and 
Dannv DeVito Pvecler. Ivan Reflman 
Entire S10600-338 911) MGMsc 
Baker Street (071 -936 9772) Fulham 
Road 1071-370 2636) Trocadero G 
1071-434 <XJ3i 1 ua WhMeleys G (071 - 
7923432) 

TOE MASK (PGV Strange mask turns 
mild bar* employee mio a wisecraSung 
demon Inventive vetvde for nJaber- 
laced Jim Cane-, . Hied with the antic 
spirt.?(1940s cartoons. □ rector, 
Charles Russell 

MGM Trocadero G (071-«34 0031) 
Screen/Baker Street (071-935 2772) 
ScreenftHIG (07\-»35 3366) Warner 
Q1071 -437 4343) 


♦ THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS (PG) The King of 
Hakwe on lues to tale over Chnstmas 
TechmcaBy bniliam puppet fantasy 
conceived by Tim Burton, directed by 
HemySefick. 

Barbican G (071-638 8891) MGM 
Chelsea (071-352 5096) Odaons: 
Kenstogton 10426 914666) Swtss 
Cottage KWS 914098 i West End 
(0426-915574) Screen/Green (071 - 
226 3520) UO Whftoleys G (071 792 
33321 


THE SHADOW (12)' Laboured 
adventures ol the 1930s crvnelighier. 
vnlfi Alec Baldwin. John Lone and 
Penelope Ann Milter Waraerg(Lt71- 
43743431 


SLEEP WITH ME (10). LA trends 
parly, play poker and sutler n fc*e. 
Uneven first feaiuie by Rory Kelty. 
(ealwing Enc Stoltz. Meg Tliy and Cra«a 
Sheffer 

MGM Panton Street (071 -930 0631) 


♦ MIRACLE ON 347H STREET (U). 
John Hughes's gooey tut MSI about 
digesrihie remake ■:•( ttia 1947 tamasy, 
with Ric ham Anenborougn as a 
department store Santo 
Barbican G1071 -638 8891) MGM 
Chelsea 1071-352 5096) Odaons: 
Kensington (0426914686) LeicesUr 
Square (0426 915683) Marble Arch 
(0426914501) Swiss Cottago (0426 
914098) Uawhltrteys© (73233321 

MY FAIR LADY (U, Recplendert 
restored prmt ol the 1964 musical, with 
ftot Hanson. Audrey Heptusn. very 


STRAWBERRY AND CHOCOLATE 

(18) Sharp and etaultenl plea lor 
tele ranee, sexual and omenwse. Irom 
veteran Cuban died or Tontos Gutenoz 
Alea 

) (071-437 0757) 


THREE COLOURS: RED US) 

Kieslowski's compelling Um abort enss- 
emssmg fives, a majestic dmax to his 
trilogy Win Irene Jacob and Jean-loute 
Tmignan. 

Chelsea W71-351 37421 Cunon 
Mayfair (071-369172ti) Luntiere (071- 
836 06811 Phoanfa (081-883 2233) 
Renoir >071-817 8402) 


TO UVE (12] Simple enlhralireg lamly 
epc Irom teadtog Chinese dree tor 
2hang Ybnau. With Go You. Gong b. 
Curaon Phoenix (071-369 17211 
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“On the entrance front the theatre is like the mouth of a great train shed": Barcelona’s neo-classical £16m National Theatre nears completion 

ARCHITECTURE: Spain’s avant-garde 
establishment is livid about Barcelona’s new 


bs sms- - v: 


A 




building less politically cor¬ 
rect than Barcelona's new 
National Theatre would be 
.hard to imagine? In Spain, 
the new reigning ideology in architec¬ 
ture is modernism with a capital M. So 
who would dare build a major new 
theatre in the form of a classical 
temple? The answer is Ricardo Bofill. 
whose surreal designs have made him 
almost the Salvador Dali of Spanish 
architecture. To some, his buildings 
seem several decades past their sell-by 
date, but he retains his capacity to 
shock, even if those he shacks are the 
new avant-garde 

“What do Spanish architects think of 
this building? They think it is ludi¬ 
crous." says Peter Buchanan, a leading 
British expert on Spain's new architec¬ 
ture. But whether you think it monster 
or marvel, this is a building with a 
commanding presence transforming 
an area blighted by demolition, dual 
carriageways and flyovers. It succeeds 
by the simple virtue of good propor¬ 
tions: rhe satisfyingly pure and simple 
shape of an ancient temple on a 
colossal scale. The dimensions alone, 
96m by 56m, make it bigger than any 
surviving ancient temple, bigger also 
than the Madeleine in Paris or Bir¬ 
mingham's temple-form City Hall. The 
breadth of its front actually exceeds 
that of the famous Temple of Artemis 
at Ephesus, one of the wonders of the 
ancient world. 

You could dismiss it as nothing more 
than a giant famished lined with a 
couple of down concrete drainpipe 
columns with the diameter of the new 
London ring main. But then remember 
the words of Inigo Jones when told by 
the Duke of Bedford that his new 
church in Covent Garden should be 
little more than a bam. "Very welL sir. 

I will build you the greatest bam in 
Chrisrendom."Jones replied 

In terms of sheer spare and facilities, 
Bofill has provided amazing value for 
money. The building contract for the 
new opera house at Glyndeboume, 


National Theatre. Marcus Binney reports 


itself a bargain, ran to E23 million. The 
bill for Bofill's new* National Theatre is 
3.387 billion pesetas (including VAT) — 
£16.4 million. 

For this, the Catalan government 
has itself an 850-seat repertory theatre, 
suitable also for opera, with vast side 
and back stages, a 40m fly tower, a 
400-seat experimental theatre, a 400- 
seat open-air theatre, a theatre school, 
rehearsal roams, a television studio 
and a large scenery workshop and 

store, the size of an _ 

aircraft hangar. At 
some £50 per square 
foot, it's the best bar¬ 
gain in theatre for 
many years. 

It may have the airs 
and trappings of a 
classical temple, but 
what the management 
has is a highly func¬ 
tional box. “It's a per¬ 
fectly modular 
building, on an 8m x 
8m grid- Every floor 


6 He has 
provided 
amazing 
value for 
money ? 


and wall measurement is a multiple or 
fraction of this." says Jean-Pierre 
Camiaux. the project architect. 

The novelty of Bofill's temple is its 
transparency and stupendous spa¬ 
ciousness. “it’s a Paxton space, a giant 
conservatory built for full-grown 
trees." Camiaux says. The walls inside 
the colonnade are clear glass from floor 
to roof on three sides, with the latest 
technology reducing supports and 
framing to the minimum. 

On the entrance front the architects 
dispense with the colonnade altogeth¬ 
er, so the theatre is like the mouth of a 
great train shed, such as the Gare du 
Nord in Paris. But seen from an angle 
the robustness of the colonnade gives it 


an extraordinary monumentality. 

Compositionally. Bofill's greatest 
success is in resolving felicitously the 
age-old problem of the fly tower, which 
renders so many national theatres and 
opera houses ungainly. He has placed 
his tower astride the crown of the roof 
towards one end, in exactly the position 
of the spire of St Martin in the Fields: 
But the shape and size of the tower 
come from French neo-classicism. 7 
Bofill has rendered it harmonious by 

___ the simple device of 

crowning all four faces 
with a pediment, giv¬ 
ing it a satisfying 
rhythm from any an¬ 
gle. The wails below 
the pediments have no 
more than a ghost ofa . 
colonnade etched into 
the surface, just suffi¬ 
ciently to create an 
imprint of shadows. 

It is easy to dismiss 
this as pastiche, but 
Bofill and his col¬ 


leagues give the building a simple 
honesty by placing foe steel girders of 
the roof directly on the capitals of die 
Tuscan columns. They dispense with 
cornices and friezes and the roof is 
prevented from collapsing under its 
own weight by a simple web of internal 
debars. 

Outside, the huge expanse of steps, to 
be flanked by full-grown palm trees, 
forms a spectacular ceremonial ap¬ 
proach. The auditorium stands free in 
the huge foyer, its solid, curving walls 
resembling the half-moon of an ancient 
Roman theatre. “It's a bulbing inside a 
temple," Camiaux says. 

As you enter die auditorium, there is 
another surprise. In most theatres the 


foyer is level with the stalls drrfiisi : - 
balcony. Here it opens mi to tbejvety.d’, 
top of the arena, with -the ^sejas.- 11 
descending in crescent tiers; as uEan”- -j 
open-tor theatre cut into a hillskie.:-.;;'. 

The back! wall is a classical buildjiift 
in itself, with colonnades and pedimot 
ted windows, a distinct edio^ of Pafla- : 
die’s famous- Olympic Theatre / in . 
Vicenza. After the colossal scale of jbe 
exterior, the theatre is surprisingly 
intimate. An orchestra pit is created 
when needed at the press of a butiort 
Below the foyer is the ex pe rimenta l .• 
theatre, overlooked by galleries on all 
four sides. Ancillary spaces will be the . 
envy of theatre directors evetywhere,-- 
with capacious offices at the back tif ire 
theatre and an additional rehearsal, 
hall under the apex of thereof. - '-z 

The character of the new audxtorhira 
will not be exposed concrete or metal 
but wood Walls and columns are tol to 
be faced in handsome veneeis; a: 
blonde sycamore and a ridier and : 
darker walnut. The same treatment is 
given to the four pavilions in the foyer 
which house the ticket desK dcok- 
rooms and staircase. A further large" 
exhibition and entertainment space 
has been created on the flat top of .the 
auditorium under .the fiempre root 
providing stunning views of foe new. 
landscaping outside. - ■ 

Building works are due for comple¬ 
tion next year. Interestingly, the engi-V 
neer who worked on the theatre is the 
same John Thornton of Ove Arupwho 
worked on the Gtyitoeboiffne opera 
house. He is more used to designing ' 
high-tech buildings like Richard Rog- 
ers* Lloyd's. “With high-tech binl drags 
you are concerned with malting superb 
engineering parts, the smaller and 
more compact the better," Thornton 
says. “With Bofill, it was all abort 
proportion and hierarchy-and tilings 
looking right” 

Like Bo fill's new international termi¬ 
nal at Barcelona airport, the National 
Theatre’s greatest virtue is its astonish¬ 
ing sense of space. 
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ENTERTAINMENTS 


CABARET 


THE GREEN 
ROOM 


at ibe Cafe Royal landouV 
PrankrCitMia 
and NtjbttJrfJ 


HELEN REDDY 


21 Deem*-14 teams 


RESIDENT BAND, BAA 
ONG UNTIL 


AND DANCING' 

3AM 

Tnri Sm Dianef tma 7pm. 


Cibara y pxa.!L Ifoni 


Dinner) 

Cabaret only £20. 
Special New Yen Etc 
□ cribranpeeCIW 
For bookings raB 
071 437 9090 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 07! 632 8300 fMn} 
Tctefinastgr (tee) (FI 344 4444 
TTw Btoafaghara Royal Bate* 

THE NUTCRACKER 

“Fte&nnytt»9aKtMt 
NUeracfcai* Sui Tima 
0PB« TOMGHT trafl 7 JAN 

Toni 73a Toma 230873a SB 230 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 071 S3 
m 

En*tfi Nation* Balai 

THE NUTCRACKER 

21 Dec-14 Jan 

Eves(nol24Dae)7J0pm,UatspZ 
Dec-2 Jan. 7. II. 14 Jan)230pm. 

No pate 5m _ 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 071304 
4000 fcrBoi Off AStadbyinfa. 

Tdete aval cnfte day 
Hh Royal BM 
Tart 730, Wart 130 & 730 
HE SLEEPING BEAUTY 
“Stumg’Daiyifei 
Tomer [%st Perfrjiumcej, Man 200 8 

7on.Tue7aociaiaiaLA 


CALL071-4811928 
To place your entertainment 
adrert in THE TIMES 


THEATRES 


AOELPM 

"ANDREW LLOYD WESBOTS 
M AS T EHWdU g' Vfcia Jomfa 

SUNSFT BOULEVARD 

Staning 

ELAME PAIGE 
Untff 715 Jen 
acegtTtenews 
2W« cnsxr CMO BOOKPIGS 
CALL 0713441X66 0*9 tee) 
GRP 0OOWG 0714133302 (bta fart 
NO BOOKING FEE FOR 
PERSONAL CAUERS AT THE 
AOELPM BCBtOFRCE 
Ftecorded rtorm ato n 071379 8864 
UxKSat 7.« Mats Thur & Srt 300 
NoP erta nBa n m sonMDBC 
ut) I i BUCKLEYHfeanagnS Jan 


ALBERY WC2 Trt BO 0713GB1730 
Arc 07! 344 4444 Ops 413 3321 
PATWCJAB0UT1HXS 
■MAGWrafTOExp 
AREHARD JOHNSON 
h The OiUieater Peaffnnhatre 
production of 

THE RIVALS 

by BCH4RD 6W«£Y StOTAN 
"ADBJGHT'DJM 
Drected by Befad CoOrel 
Xnae Mi 2ft Dec U0 & 7^0 
Evas 730 Mats Tfci* Sal 3J0Q 
lAYTED SEASON &DST4 JAW 


ALDWYCH 071S36 6404/CC 497 
9977/344 4444 (fafq lee) 
Grib Seles 071930 6123 
The Rojnl NMkwM TIiwm 
prafectnn of JBPrtestBy's 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

WMNBiOFISIMJOR 

AWARDS 

LAST 5 WEEKS 

MUST END 21 JAN 1995 
W0RUJ TOUR OPENS 
AUSTRALIA 14 ^6 

theattbcal resrecnoir 

Today 

Uonfri7^pn, Sal 24 Dae 4 & 7^m, 
WWMat23hm 


Toptacapu 

BOBTTANien’aduati 


THE TIMES 
TRADE 071-481 1820 
FAX 071-481 9313 
TELEX 925088 
PRIVATE 071-481 4000 


APOLLO BO^CZQbs 071494 
3349/344 <444 (no bkg tee) 
oc <87 9977 (tfegtes) 

TOW SLATTERY JONATHAN COY 
MCHAELSeERRT PAUUWRELD 


NEVMifS ISLAND 

A COIB3Y IN TWCX FOG 

byTMFtnH 

“THE MOST DAZ2UNG PLAY 
OF OUR TOES" DJAtfi Jack 
Inter pnESU) 
"SopartnlTel 
Iwganlo ua'X juawfan 

‘’VBTf, VERY FUNNY" Tcday 
fcfcr-Fn 8, Sal 83D 

was Wed 230 a Sal 5 
NoPwte2«Dec 


APOLLO VICTORIA « 071416 
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THEATRE: A noisy but tinedifying production of J.M. Barrie’s children’s classic; plus other new shows I recital 
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Lost boys 
still more 
confused 

Peter Pan: lie 

amiss at the Cam- British Musical 

btid® corns as we Cambridge 


T he Gist intimation 
that something is 
amiss at the Cam¬ 
bridge comes as we 
settle, or rather cower, in our 
seats. Blinding red-and-white 
spotlights swoop across the 
auditorium to the sound of 
clangorous rock. Maybe we 
are in for an evening with 
TinkerbdTs tough-guy cous¬ 
ins: the Tankerbefls of Dagen¬ 
ham. with their killer strobes, 
or the Unkerbuils of Catfbrd. 
who never go out without 
sunrays and flashguns in their 
weapon-belts. 

As it turns out, no such luck. 
At least that would bring a bit 
of beef to whatturns out to be a 
pretty bloodless event. The 
cast- blasts out Piers Chater- 
Robinson’s music. Heavy 
miking adds impact if not 
clarity. But there is a strange 
lack of energy in the produc¬ 
tion which is also by Chater- 
Robinson. J.M. Barrie, noting 
the musical’s subtitle, might 
have felt that less Englishness 
and more doughty Scottish- 
ness would have made a better 
British balance. 

The original text is only a 
little altered. There are no 
mermaids, which is under¬ 
standable, for mermaids don’t 
come cheap these days. Ron 
Moody's Hook goes to his 
watery grave, not with a 
caddish snort of “fioreat 
Etona*. but with an oddly 
inappropriate Dickensian 
mumble: “it is a for, for bett e r 
thing I do”. There is also a 
tired topical joke — “nobody 
loves me. I might as well be 
Prime Minister" — from the 
same source. 

Perhaps Chater-Robinson 
should have taken more liber¬ 
ties with Barrie. As it is. his 
main contribution is to inter¬ 
polate songs which, though 
always spirited and some¬ 
times tuneful, do little for the 
show's momentum. The lyrics, 
also by him, fail greatly to 
impress even when they don’t 
sound as if they are being 
muzziiy delivered from inside 
a tin box. “Open your eyes, 
what do you see?" sings Nicola 


Stapleton’s Pieter to Debbie 
Wall’S Wendy. “I can’t be die 
person you want me to be." 
Myself, 1 prefer Barrie’S dis¬ 
creet silence on the embarrass¬ 
ing subject of pubescent love. 

Or perhaps we should be 
grateful that so much of Barrie 
survives, albeit in a lacklustre 
form. We can at least spend 
the duller songs reflecting on 
the oddities that insist on 
pouring out of his creative 
unconscious. So much of him 
is to be found in the tale of the 
eternal boy: the yearning for 
the maternal affection; the 
defensive idealisation of child¬ 
hood; foe fear of sex that was 
to make his own marriage a 
disaster; the mistrust of 
fathers. 

Nobody should need re¬ 
minding that die actor playing 
Hook normally plays Mr Dar¬ 
ling too, and that Mr Darling, 
whose boorishness is largely 
responsible for the loss of his 
children, literally ends up in 
the doghouse. There is no 
change to tradition at foe 
Cambridge. Moody is various¬ 
ly seen playing the paterfamil¬ 
ias. growling balefully from 
inside his black-spaniel wig, 
and sneaking apologetically 
into foe kennel 


W ith his genial 
malice and rav¬ 
aged face (at 

some stage a gla¬ 
cier must have passed over it 
leaving it full of crevices and 
fossils) Moody's Hook is as 
near to a success as foe 

evening offers. It is difficult to 
rouse comparable enthusiasm 
for Stapleuxi, though her Peter 
(toes have some brisk, down¬ 
right moments, or fra- Wall 
whose Wendy reacts to cap¬ 
ture by pirates of herself and 
her brood rather the way a 
Jane Austen heroine might 
read to stepping into a puddle. 


First-class return 
to ghost town 


T he programme for Paul 
Sirett’s enjoyable 
though short play 
comes dressed as an EP 
record. It has its own plain 
sleeve with a circle cut out in 
die centre, and its title printed 
there in the style of ska's best- 
known record label foe black 
and white of 2-Tone. 

I had forgotten how exhila¬ 
rating ska could be, ami we 
hear good chunks of it during 
the scale-changes. There were 
the Specials, who revived it in 
the late 1970s. the Beat Mad¬ 
ness and foe Selecter, one of 
whose members was Sirett 
himself, so the play’s prove¬ 
nance is impeccable. 

Except for one brief scene on 
a beach, the action is set in a 
record shop that at the start of 
the play, is. down at heel and 
doing no business. Its owner, 
Martin (Gregory Campbell), 
dedining into, grumpy middle- 
age at 33, is making the 
serious mistake of playing a 
Mozart piano concerto when 
Eddie (Clint Dyer), an unstpp- 
pably loquacious young black 
guy, breezes into the shop and 
talks himself into a job by 
showing he knows where to 
get hold of illegal ska tapes 
and indie records. 

Jane (Tara Hull), from tire 
local Key Mart and her 
thidtish boyfriend Daz (Ben 
Joseph) complete a quartet 
whose lives we follow over the 
next two years, until Daz*s 


Skavflle 
Cockpit, NWS 


decline into skinhead fascism 
brings the tragedy of the final 
scenes, and ska peters out 

SkaviUe is produced by 
Abacus Arts, foe company 
founded by Hull two years 
ago, and is presented at foe 
Cockpit as part of a season 
revivmg shows that came and 
went before many learnt how 
good they were. 

Siretrs play surfaced briefly 
at tiie New End last summer 
before going to Edinburgh, 
but is now at thq Cockpit until 
mid-January. It will be en¬ 
joyed by all who danced 
through those years, or wished 
they had done- Not only is the 
dialogue piquant and spiky, 
but foe story is a reminder that 

the history of ska and the post¬ 
punk period of early 
Thatcherism was a time when 
racism again became vicious. 

The character of Martin is 
cursorily drawn and evolves 
jerkily, even allowing for flic 
passage of time between 
scenes and the transformation 
wrought by his love affair with 
Eddie. But the other three are 
well-realised individuals, vari¬ 
ously troubled, although not 
yet by unemployment, and 
unpditica] except at foe street 
level of enjoying or opposing 
intolerance and riot 
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Lacklustre adaptation of Barrie Ron Moody (Captain Hook), Harry Dickman (Smee), Nicola Stapleton (Peter Pan). Drawing by Bill Hewison 


The evening’s worst mo¬ 
ment probably comes when 
they exchange clicfte au 
nevoirs — “don’t say goodbye, 
it's not the end, I’m never for 
away" — in some hideously 
shrill upper register. But that 
encounter faces stiff competi¬ 
tion from goofy lost boys, 
bumbling pirates, and Tinker- 
bell’s near-death experience. 
Barrie dearly wanted the au¬ 
dience to save the flickering 
flambeau by spontaneously 
proclaiming its belief in 
fairies, and in my experience it 
always does so. Here, the 
credulous voices have been 
pre-recorded and come artifi¬ 
cially banging out from loud¬ 
speakers ail over the theatre. 
It's a mistake, all too charac¬ 
teristic of the everting. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Garden filled with delights 


V ital to foe success of any 
adaptation of this su¬ 
perb tale is a credibly 
neglected garden, and a final 
meeting between embittered 
father and revitalised son that 
sets foe tear-ducts working, 
Jeremy Kingston writes. Claire 
Lyth’s clever set manages foe 
first of these, and, speaking for 
my own tear-ducts, Gary 
Raymond and young BiDy 
Worth achieve the second. 

Raymond goes further. 
Though dressed throughout in 
funereal Wade, and never per¬ 
mitting a smile to lighten his 
pinched face, his faraway 
voice is always gentle. He 
moves carefully, every step 
bringing some reminder of his 


The Secret Garden 
Watermill, Bagnor 


tragic past. At his first glimpse 
of his niece, the orphaned 
Maty Lennox, he is reminded 
of his dead wife, and his fixed 
expression and breaking voice 
are infinitely touching. 

This adaptation is foe musi¬ 
cal version by Diana Morgan 
and Steven Maricwick. origi¬ 
nally written for the King's 
Head. Islington, and currently 
being revived there as foe 
Christmas show. Td be honest 
the story does not need music 
except where it allows Ray¬ 
mond’s Mr Craven the oppor¬ 


tunity to convey his grief in 
words and. in an earlier scene, 
when Claire Russell’s Mary (a 
good performance) can articu¬ 
late her loneliness. These two 
songs show us feelings beyond 
foe reach of dialogue 
But the jolly song for Gaye 
Brown's Mrs Medlock, recall¬ 
ing what fun life used to be. 
and the hymn to roses from 
Ben Weafoerstaff (Kenneth 
Waller), add nothing impor¬ 
tant Markwick mates some 
neat musical allusions — Ed¬ 
wardian music-hall for Mrs 
Medlock. Indian trills for The 
Utfle Rajah"—but the neatest 
occurs in a song from Tim 
Godwin's Dickon that incor¬ 
porates the notes from a robin. 


By this time we are in foe 
secret garden, first seen 
through gauze panels in the 
brick wall but now occupying 
the full width of the stage, 
where the robin is darting up 
and down the ivy. Frogs have 
already hopped through a 
pool, and soon badgers and a 
fax will emerge from holes and 
a stoat too. 

Ian Talbot’s direction keeps 
the scenes flowing, though 
fiercer tantrums are needed 
from Billy Worth’s Colin. Ev¬ 
eryone ends up in the secret 
garden in time far Raymond to 
sing “Is this the boy I locked 
away/Standing straight and 
true?" and by then it is tissue¬ 
time. 


Lack of 

festive 

spirit 

Elizabeth Connell 
Wigmore Hall 


NOBODY could accuse foe 
Wigmore Hall’s Christinas 
concerts of predictability this 
year. But the strenuous efforts 
to research ever more obscure 
pro gram mes does sometimes 
seem to take its toll of the 
performance. 

After a weekend “Christmas 
Cracker” which didn’t exactly 
live up to its name, soprano 
Elizabeth Connell and Eugene 
Asti, her pianist, gave a 
“Christmas Recital" whose en¬ 
terprising breadth of material 
was not quite matched by an 
equal range and energy of 
performing skills. 

Not that Connell was in bad 
voice. It was simply that, 
whether she turned to a 
hushed meditation by Hugo 
Woit a “Bush Christmas” by 
Wendy Hiscocks, or an Anda¬ 
lusian carol, everything 
seemed to live in much the 
same emotional register, foe 
same pleasing, but ultimately 
bland, tone of voice. 

The sudden moments of real 
engagement with word, music 
and therefore audience, came 
when she was able to recreate 
a little dramatic scene: the 
urgent presence for instance, 
of "St Its* Vision" from one of 
Samuel Barber's Hermit 
Songs, or the bright advent of 
foe Angel of New Year as her 
voice rang out in Wolfs “Zum 
neuen Jahr". 

Connell, who has a formida¬ 
ble string of Wagner projects 
ahead of her, perhaps really 
does need foe smell of grease¬ 
paint now in order to focus her 
performance and musidan- 
ship. 

It was good to hear the 
lesser known Peter Cornelius 
Christmas songs which frame 
the famous “Three Kings"; it 
was refreshing to listen to the 
unaccompanied Dutch ballad. 
The Little Shepherds” and to 
hear Faurf’s “Noel". But foe 
unique flavour of their musi¬ 
cal and verbal languages was 
not really tasted tome full. 
Similarly, the final number 
from Jerry Herman’s Marne 
was overshy of the footlights. 
Being musically festive is not 
quite as easy as draping the 
tinsel over foe tree. 

Hilary Finch 



Boring hack work 
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Tara Hull and Clint Dyer meet to the beat of Skaville 


Hull’s Jane grows from a 
nervy girl, flung Into a delight¬ 
ed tiZ 2 y by Eddie’s rude boy 
talk, to become a young 
woman slamming out at 
mindless thuggery. Dyer’s 
alert, attractive Eddie can be 
comical and passionate, and 
he does a great take-off of 
Sbiriey Bassey. 

In Adrian Middleton’s 
smartly paced direction foe 


scenochanging dances catch 
the energy of the conceits they 
eagerly rush off to, and the 
background walls of Wendy 
Parry's set allow new posters 
and record sleeves to mark the 
passing months. We even have 
a succession of chalked-up Top 
20 boards: there’s devotion 
from stage management 

Jeremy Kingston 


T he short stories starring 
foe fictional Hollywood 
hack-tumed-has-been, 
Pat Hobby, are not F. Scott 
Fitzgerald at his best Though 
Fitzgerald knew that LA scene 
first-hand, his descriptive 
prose fails to dazzle. Paul 
Birchard’s one-man show 
half-narrates, half-enacts only 
five of Hobby’s sorry attempts 
to get back in with the studios’ 
big shots. But frankly, five is a 
handful too many. 

Fbr one thing, Hobby's ad¬ 
ventures are repetitive. Time 
and again, with vaguefy comic 
hopelessness, he struggles to 
hit on bright ideas, habitually 
working the war into patently 
unrelated scripts. He regular¬ 
ly swigs liquor and doesn’t get 
foe dames. We see him inched 
out by hot young talent twice 
in a row. 

But more tiresomely, the 
stories keep dumping you in a 
blind alley, having led you up 
avenues of anticipation. Our 
anti-hero, with a snowballing 
aversion to Orson Wefles, 
whom he’s never seen but 
everybody’s talking about, in- 
triguingly turns into a Wefles 
loakalike. Hobby is just begin¬ 
ning to be mistaken for foe 
great man when the narrative 
stops dead. 

The fault does not really lie 
with Birchard’s performance, 
although he looks too strap¬ 
ping in his douWe-breasted 
suit to embody his shabby 
main persona. He plays nu¬ 
merous parts adeptly, flicking 
from Hobby’s wannabe Sarrv- 
Spade suavity to a cute-taflting 
broad. He conveys character 


The Pat Hobby 
Stories 

Riverside Studios 


simply, with a jutting jaw or a 
seductive finger. However, 
he’s not on a par with Bob 
Kingdom or Kerry Shale, the 
masters of succinct caricature 
and infinite accents. 

Michele Waering’s direction 
should have sharpened the 
comic timing and structural 
phrasing, and eliminated the 
anachronistic photocopies and 
furniture from among the 
antique telephones and vin¬ 
tage 7Ime magazines. Or bet¬ 
ter still, she might have binned 
the set altogether. 

Kate Bassett 
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A cartoon by Rob New¬ 
man in The Sunday 
Times at the weekend 
showed the devil in front of a 
microphone about to deliver 
Radio 4”S Thought for the 
Day”. The accompanying sto¬ 
ry contained something equal¬ 
ly, altho ugh unintentionally, 
amusing: a remark by foe 
BBC’s head of religious broad¬ 
casting that foe possibility of 
humanists being given access 
to Thought for the Day" is 
something that “will be occu¬ 
pying me over Christmas". 

An odd time of the year far 
the Rev Ernest Rea to be pre¬ 
occupied with humanism, one 
might think- but it demon¬ 
strates that BBC Religion (as 
the department is called, to 
dis tinguish it from any other 
kind at religion) is undeniably 
abroad church- 


RADIO: How broad a church should Thought for the Day’ represent? 

It could get crowded in the pulpit 


The reason for Rea’S Christ- 
mas contemplation is that next 
month be has to deliver a 
report cm ways that access to 
Thought for foe Day”, which 
ran attract. more than five 
mfllian listeners in its 730am 
slot in foe Today programme, 
could or should be broadened. 

Already, to the dismay of 
purists, we get the thoughts of 
Muslims. Jews and Sikhs. But 
these are faiths, even if they 
are not inherently Western 
(any more than Christianity is 
mherentfy Western). The ques¬ 
tions Rea has to answer con¬ 
cern whether humanism, and 


by extension agnosticism and 
atheism, are faiths? 

There is a sizeable army of 
radio listeners to whom these 
questions matter a great deal 
Most of them may not attend 
church, bur they may well 
regard themselves as Chris¬ 
tians — and this as a Christian 
country. 

They are concerned that the 
BBC as the national broad¬ 
casting institution, should not 
drift further into the dafter 
realms of political correctness 
by bowing to every passing 
theory in seartii of five min¬ 
utes on the air.. 


Thought for the Day" has 
enormous symbolic impor¬ 
tance, because of its pfaoe in 
the schedules, and I believe it 
is right to allow non-Christian 
speakers access to ft. although 
1 am not impressed by foe oft- 
quoted statistic about more 
people attending a mosque in 
Britain every week than visit¬ 
ing an Anglican church — 
what about Catholics, Meth¬ 
odists, etal? 

Perhaps part of the problem 
at the BBC lies in the way that 
its departmental structure can 
sometimes reveal its attitudes. 
The biggest success produced 


by die religious department in 
Manchester is The Moral 
Maze, which could arguably 
be an outgrowth of current 
affairs for all that ft has to do 
with religion per se. 

Yet it can also be argued 
that rmst of foe moral bound¬ 
aries delineated by The Moral 
Maze are roughly based on 
Christian ethics, which is to 
say Christianity without the 
mumbo-jumbo. So there is 
already an assumption built 
Into the BBC’s structure that 
religion goes beyond Chris¬ 
tianity and even beyond other 
religions into the realms of 


Paul Birchard; has-been 
In Fitzgerald’s Hollywood 


secular moralism, which pre¬ 
sumably includes humanism. 

Therefore Rea roust either 
recommend that this situation 
be formalised, or take foe line 
erf “this far and no further". 
Whichever way be goes, the 
BBC faces a massive rumpus 
from minority interest groups 
or a massive rebellion from 
the mainstream “Thought for 
the Day" audience, which is 
already uneasy about the BBC 
view that religion and Chris¬ 
tianity are not synonymous. 

To return to Newman's 
cartoon, if an belief is faith, 
and aH faith warrants five 
minutes on foe radio, what 
price Satanism’s Thought for 
the Day"? There indeed is 
something to occupy us over 
Christmas. 

Peter Barnard 
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Tracts for 
their time, but 
also for ours 

Geoffrey Rowell on a study of the Oxford Tractarians, 


who transformed Anglicanism but fell out over Rome 

T he powerful and persua- -—-—- Tractarian leaders wished to recal 

sive prose of John Henry THE OXFORD MOVE- the Church of England to a sense o 

Newman’s Apologia gave MENT IN CONTEXT Catholic continuity; yet, as tb 

a shape to the history of n; a h rh«.r<*h_ Evangelical William Goode ironi 


T he powerful and persua¬ 
sive prose of John Henry 
Newman’s Apologia gave 
a shape to the history of 
the Oxford Movement which has 
almost inevitably imprinted itself 
on subsequent accounts. Dean 
Church’s classic study of the Move¬ 
ment is marked by his Anglican 
sense of the tragedy of Newman, 
who abandoned the movement he 
had led. Anglo-Catholic historio¬ 
graphy too easily contrasted die 
vigour of the Oxford Tractarians 
widi the torpor of what had gone 
before. 

That revolution by tradition, 
which so profoundly transformed 
the Church of England and flowed 
out into the new Anglican churches 
overseas, was the more telling if the 
contrasts were sharp. The old High 
Churchmen, whom “apostolical" 
Oxford men labelled as the “Zs", 
were portrayed as too cautious and 
lacking the fire of the Spirit, unable 
or unwilling to “make a row in the 
world". It was Newman who 
arrived back in England in 1833. 
quoting the words of Achilles: 
“They shall know the difference 
now ithat I am back again." 

Peter Nockles’s important book 
redresses the balance and allows 
the contributions of the old High 
Churchmen proper weight. The 
doctoral thesis out of which this 
book has grown has already had a 
significant impact on Oxford 
Movement studies; it is good to 
have such an important revisionist 
assessment by a Roman Catholic 
scholar more readily available. 

The fruit of long and painstaking 
research. Nockies's work draws on 
an extensive range of primary 
sources, enabling him to show that 
there was considerable life, and 
even reforming zeal, among High 
Churchmen such as the influential 
Hackney Phalanx, who were confi¬ 
dantes of Archbishop Manners- 
Surton. and continued to be close to 
his successor. William Howley. 
They found themselves in the 
familiar position of nor wishing to 
repudiate either the overall stance 
or the energies of the enthusiasts, 
yet wanting to distance themselves 
from some of their statements. As 
William Palmer of Worcester Coll¬ 
ege. one of their most distinguished 
representatives, wrote: “The world 
mixes us and our principles entire¬ 
ly with the ultra men." 

The Oxford Movement trans¬ 
formed the Church of England 
because at its heart there was a 
powerful religious impulse. One of 
the words most beloved of the 
Tractarians was ethos. They sought 
to change the culture of a compla¬ 
cent establishment by awakening a 
sense of the catholic continuity and 
identity of the Anglican Church, 
and by insisting on the centrality of 
the Christian call to holiness. 

Yet the catalyst of the movement 
was the political and constitutional 
change of the 1820s and 1830s. 
which modified the Anglican eon- 


THE OXFORD MOVE¬ 
MENT IN CONTEXT 
Anglican High Church- 
manship, I760-1S57 
By Peter Nockles 
Cambridge University Press. £40 


fessional state and, by so doing, 
posed sharp questions of Anglican 
identity. One of the consequences of 
the Tractarian response to that 
challenge was that “Anglican" be¬ 
came an “ism”, coined by Newman 
in 1837. likewise “Anglo-Catholic": 
originally a 17th-century term indi¬ 
cating membership of the Church 
of England, came to be used to 
indicate the heirs of the Tractarians 
rather than old High Churchmen. 

Nockles recognises that the Ox¬ 
ford Movement cannot be properly 
set in context without careful 
attention to the politics of Anglican 
High Churchmans hip. Orthodox 



John Henry Newman; tragic 

churchmen were sharply critical of 
the theories of government origi¬ 
nating from John Locke. For them 
the English constitution had a 
divine sanction and a theological 
rationale. They upheld a strong 
sacral theory of monarchy. 

Similarly. Newman criticised 
Peel's legislation for reflecting utili¬ 
tarianism: the Benthamites’“cheer¬ 
ful, hopeful view of human nature", 
combined with an unbounded trust 
in improvement through educa¬ 
tion. did not take the sinfulness of a 
fallen world seriously. In the 
Tamworth Reading Room Letters. 
Newman attacked the bland, 
liberal religion of useful know¬ 
ledge: in The Idea of a University, 
he condemned the folly of attempt¬ 
ing to curb the pride and passion of 
man by mere learning as equiva¬ 
lent to trying to cut granite rocks 
with thread of silk. 

The Oxford Movement called up 
the past to redress present ills. The 


Tractarian leaders wished to recall 
the Church of England to a sense of 
Catholic continuity; yet, as the 
Evangelical William Goode ironi¬ 
cally observed, there was often an 
ambiguity in their Catholic refer¬ 
ence. "What a useful weapon that 
word ‘Catholic' is!.. .with three 
syllables it settles everything.. .It is 
a magic word that turns everything 
it touches into gold." 

There was an appeal to antiquity, 
to the Church of the Fathers — and 
that. too. was deeply embedded in 
Anglican apologetic. Later there 
was a concern to find some mea¬ 
sure of rapprochement with con¬ 
temporary Roman Catholic doc¬ 
trine. Newman's theory of 
development enabled him to ac¬ 
count for discrepancies in the 
Fathers and the later elaborations 
of Roman doctrine at the Council of 
Trent 

The old High Churchmen be¬ 
lieved the Church of England to be 
Catholic, though they did not 
repudiate the label Protestant But 
their understanding of the catholic¬ 
ity of the Church of England was 
too closely tied to the context of the 
confessional state to enable them to 
confront the challenge to Anglican 
identity posed by the new denomi¬ 
national pluralism ushered in fry 
Catholic Emancipation and the 
repeal of the Test and Corporation 
Acts. The Tractarians, and pre¬ 
eminently Newman, fought a 
strong battle, though in doing so 
they often neglected the strength of 
the older High Churchmen. In 
asserting the Catholic identity of 
the Church of England they came 
into conflict with both liberals and 
Evangelicals. If in the end they 
won, it was not by converting all 
Anglicans to their viewpoint but by 
extending the range of tolerated 
opinion. If part of the Oxford 
Movement’s success was a trans¬ 
formation of Anglican worship, 
another part of it was. ironically, 
making the Church of England a 
broader church. 

At the present time, Anglican 
Catholics are in disarray following 
a “Protestant" decision to decide 
unilaterally that women can be 
admitted to the priesthood. That 
disarray is because of the subver¬ 
sion of their ecclesiology. To be 
offered “an honoured place" within 
the Church of England may seem a 
generous gesture, but it is not the 
equivalent of the catholic identity 
claimed by the Oxford Movement 
fathers and their successors. Yet as 
Nockles concludes, “the Move¬ 
ment’s breadth of spiritual influ¬ 
ence overrode its increasing 
tendency towards a churchy sectar¬ 
ianism". At the present crossroads 
for Catholic Anglicans, it is instruc¬ 
tive to look again at both the 
tensions and the achievement of the 
Oxford Movement. For such a task. 
Nockles is an indispensable guide. 

Dr Geoffrey Rowell is the Anglican 
Bishop of Basingstoke. 



Night, this close-up by Aurelio Amendola shows how Michelangelo achieved a chromatic range by varying surface textures 

Great smooth marbly limbs restored 


MICHELANGELO'S name is so 
indelibly linked to the frescoes of 
the Sistme Chapel that it is 
heartening to see a book dealing 
With another aspect of his genius: 
the Medici Chapel of San Lorenzo 
in Florence. Less celebrated than 
its Roman counterpart the Medi¬ 
ci Chapel is equally important. It 
is one of the few projects Michel¬ 
angelo broughi to relative com¬ 
pletion and contains one-fifth of 
his surviving statuary. The sculp¬ 
tures have recently been the 
subject of a painstaking cleaning 
and their striking appearance is 
now celebrated in print 
Conceived as a memorial for 
the last direct descendants of 
Cosimo the Elder, the chapel was 
planned in the 1520s as a pendant 
to Brunelleschi's earlier Medici 
chapel, the Old Sacristy at San 
Lorenzo. For Michelangelo, the 
appeal of the commission lay in 
competition with Brunelleschi as 
well as in realising what the 15th- 


Bruce Boucher 

MICHELANGELO 
- The Medici Chapel ■ 
By James Beck. Antonio 
Paolncri and Bruno Santi 

Thames 8 Hudson. £36 


century a re hi tea had not been 
able to achieve. This was a “total 
work of art", in which sculpture 
and architecture would coalesce 
as a single entity, without interfer¬ 
ence from other artists. 

Michelangelo achieved this by 
reducing the architecture to a 
stark, white and grey backdrop 
for two tombs that occupy opp¬ 
osite sides of the chapel. The 
tombs themselves were turned 
into allegories of active and 
contemplative life, with Giuliano 
and his accompanying figures of 
Night and Day representing the 
former and Lorenzo with Dawn 


Faith roaring, not withdrawing 


COLM Toibin's travels in Catholic 
Europe are primarily personal 
ones. He has his reasons for 
investigating Roman Catholicism 
— his own upbringing in Ireland, 
his father's death — bur he doesn’t 
dwell on them. Instead, he sets out 
to discover what other people 
think. 

Toibin interviews academics, 
writers and politicians and asks 
why religion still forms a central 
part of people's lives in some pans 
of Europe but not in others. How 
does it connect with the societies 
people live in? He listens patiently, 
rarely interjecting his own views, 
or attempting generalisations. In¬ 
stead he observes, elegantly storing 
up other people's ideas, and quietly 
trying to absorb their certainties 
into his confusion, their faith into 
his agnosticism. 

In Vilnius, a Lithuanian news¬ 
paper editor named Algis Chekuo- 
lis remarks mournfully that the 
connection between religion and 
politics is all too clear. Under 
Soviet occupation. Catholicism pro¬ 
vided an essential means of resist¬ 
ing the regime; and now that the 
Lithuanians are free to worship, 
very few do so. In Slovakia, the first 
open demonstration against the 
Communist regime was'organised 
by the Catholic Church. 

A Bavarian theologian calls him¬ 
self a Catholic while doubting the 
existence of Hell, transubstantia- 
tion and the divinity of Jesus. 
English Catholics acquire the faith 
in the face of a nation which forbids 
its monarch to marry a Catholic 
and holds an annual fireworks 
party to celebrate the suppression 
of a Catholic rebellion. 

Toibin is sceptical about the 
extreme manifestations of Catholi¬ 
cism. and rightly so. Medjugorje in 
Croatia- formerly consisting of 
three buildings, is now a cosmopol¬ 
itan hub with BMW taxis and 
smart hotel, thanks to the appari¬ 
tion of die Virgin Mary to four 
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Ireland, 1962: one of the American photographer Elliott Erwin's witty vignettes from his collection 
Between the bexes (Norton, £25). Erwitt a member of Magnum, the photographers' co-operative, 
includes pictures taken from 1949 to 1993; Erwitt’s is a candid camera, but his taste is reliable 


Albert Read 

THE SIGN OF 
THE CROSS 

Travels in Catholic Europe 
By Cohn Toibin 
Jonathan Cape . £16.99 


teenagers. Toibin sees one of these 
teenage visionaries: he is smooth 
and suspicious, well dressed and 
sun tanned. 

In Catholic countries religion is 
as much about the community as iL 
is about the after-life. Palm Sunday 
in Seville is certainly a big social 
event, but even Tofbin at his most 
sceptical cannot fail to register the 


looks on people's faces as the statue 
of the Virgin Mary passes: “People 
stared... as though they had never 
seen anything like it in their lives, 
as though one of the wonders of the 
world had just passed in front of 
them." 

In a small town in Italy, a 
hundred women stand barefoot, 
guarding another of the Virgin 
Mary’s effigies through a whole 
cold night. From a monastery wall. 
Toibin watches a group of a million 
young people who have come to see 
the Ffope in Krakow, as they link 
hands and "sway back and forth 
like waves... to a beautiful tune." 

Toibin writes beautifully: his 
style is dispassionate and honest. 
He strikes a careful balance be¬ 


tween reportage and self-scrutiny. 
As a travel writer, he opens our 
eyes to Eastern Europe (Ljubljana 
in Slovenia is “part of an illustra¬ 
tion or a dream rather than a real 
city", while Vilnius is “the dullest 
city I have ever been to". 

As a Catholic writer, however, he 
is more reluctant to come to 
conclusions. He ends his travels in 
ihe crowds of St Peter's Square in 
Rome for the Pope's Easter bless¬ 
ing. He is expecting something 
different, to be transported onto a 
grand plain of religious experience. 
Instead, all he finds are the same 
simple tunes that he leamt in 
Ireland and — on a note of curious 
optimism — the same Catholic 
Church of his childhood. 


J ulian of Norwich was the first 
woman to write in English and 
the first known to have written 
a book. She lived in the last quarter 
of the 14th century, alone in a 
basement cel! attached to a church 
in Norwich. In 1373, when she was 
seriously ill and apparently at the 
point of death, she had a series of 
visions or “showings", mostly of 
Christ on the Cross, which she went 
on to write about twice: a shorter 
text written soon after the experi¬ 
ence and a much longer, more 
theological one written about 20 
years laier. 

In this, the first major assess¬ 
ment of her significance as a 
visionary and theologian. Denise 
Nowakowskj Baker places Julian 
in her 14th-century context, arguing 
that the pattern and visual details 
of the showings owe much to 
contemporary devotional tradit¬ 
ions. But she also points out that, as 
a theologian. Julian was astound- 
ingly original, and often goes 
beyond pre-existing views, whether 
orthodox or heretical. 

In her explanation or evii. for 
example. Julian argues that “sin is 
behovely" and part of God's 
scheme: through the repentance 
following sin. we receive a grace 
which brings greater knowledge of 
ourselves and of God than we had 
before. Controversially, Julian de¬ 
nied that original sin meant that we 
are attracted to evil. She emphas¬ 
ised the growth of goodness in 
humankind and God’s plan of 
salvation, insisting that “all shall 
be well and all shall be well and all 
manner of things shall be well". 

This is a warm and optimistic 
view of things and what emerges 
from this book is not only how 
original Julian was. but how nice. 
She is always full of compassion, 
the tone in which she describes 
poor sinning, suffering humankind 
is maternal. This is probably one 
reason why she is so attractive to 
20th-century feminist Christians: 
another is her amplification of the 
earlier idea of Jesus as Mother. 

Julian was sensitive to prejudice 
against her as a female religious 
thinker. She excuses herself from 


and Dusk embodying the latter. 
The lighting was mampulated-so - 
that Ghdiano’S tomfriooks-eorr-- 
stantly bright while Lorenzo's is 
shrouded in perpetual twilighL 
The individual monuments and 
the Medici princes were thus 
subsumed into a general state¬ 
ment on the human condition. 

No one could appreciate how 
much these famous statues had 
been dulled by dirt and wax until 
cleaning began in 1988. Fortunate¬ 
ly the restorers eschewed a high- 
tech treatment in favour of small 
quantities of distilled water and 
turpentine gradually applied to 
the sculptures over several years. 
Work was also carried out with 
natural light in order to simulate 
the conditions under which Mi¬ 
chelangelo worfced. 

The restorers describe their 
intention as striking a balance 
between removing those elements 
contributing to the deterioration 
of the sculpture without disturb¬ 


Visions 
of Jesus 
as our 
mother 

Julian Gibbs 

JULIAN OF NORWICH'S 
SHOWINGS 
From Vision to Book 
By Denise Nowakowski 
Baker 

Princeton University Pros, £24.95 

the Church’s prohibition against 
female teachers, claiming “as a 
woman, ignorant weak and frail" 
to speak only as God's messenger. 
However, in her longer book she 
makes no apology. Baker does not 
mention this, but perhaps it is 
evidence of Julian's growing belief 
in herself as a religious writer. 

Another aspea of Julian’s theol¬ 
ogy which is attractive to the 20th 
century is her refusal to attribute 
vengeance to God. She seems 
almost to have believed that we 
create Hell ourselves through the 
misery and isolation from God that 
sinning causes us. She does ao- i 
knowledge the Church's teaching 
that unrepentant sinners will be 1 
eternally damned, but she also 
claims to have received Christ's 
"confidential advice" that on the 
last day God will save all the 
condemned in Hell and that what 
may seem impossible for her is 
possible for Him. 

A fter struggling through Bak¬ 
er's book I was glad l had 
made myself do so. Baker 
guides her reader almost too con¬ 
scientiously through the intricacies 
of medieval devotional culture and 


ing its natural ageing process. 
: Above all. their avoidance of 
— chemical or ab&siVe deaning has 
saved Michelangelo's sculpture 
from bein|j turned into a shiny 
but lifeless copy of itself. 

Their success is amply demon¬ 
strated here in Aurelio Amen- 
dola’s handsome black and white 
photographs which show how the 
sculptor achieved a chromatic 
range through varying surface 
textures as well as by exploiting 
light and shade. Amendola’s pho¬ 
tographs give us an extremely 
valuable account of the sculptures 
and of the Medici Chapel’s inven¬ 
tive architecture, which has more 
in common with Brunelleschi’s 
creative reworking of antique 
motifs than with the academic 
classicism of Michelangelo'S 
handiwork in San Lorenzo. But it 
is Agnese Parronchi and Franceso 
Panichi. the scrupulous and long- 
suffering restorers, who remain 
the heroes of The Media Chapel. 


theology; every point is made very 
thoroughly. In the last chapter she 
pays tribute to Julian’s powers of 
composition, especially in the long¬ 
er text She does not, however,- 
comment on the strength and 
liveliness of Julian's language to 
which her own dry prose is in-sad 
contrast Nevertheless, the rigour 
of this historical assessment is 
impressive. 

Early in her book. Baker re¬ 
marks that Julian probably called 
herself after the Church of St 
Julian, where she was an anchorite. 
Julian was a female name in the 
past — I know this because I am 
called Julian after the heroine of aii 
apparently well-researched histori¬ 
cal novel set in the. I6th century. 
People often assume that I am 
called after Julian of Norwich. Now 
lU have to explain, not only that 
I'm not, but that she wasn't called 
Julian either. We don't really know 
the original name of the first 
woman to write in English; only - 
as she would probably have wished 
— the name she gave herself, as a 
uinstian devoted to the contempla¬ 
tion of God. 

Julian Gibbs is a medievalist and 
a schoolteacher. 
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What is the city but the people? 


Stella Tillyard 

on a polymath’s 
account of how 
cities mirrored 
bodily geometry 

S tarting in the Athens of 
Pexides and ending in New 
York's Greenwich Village 
today. Richard Sennett’s 
new book offers a tour of Western 
cities that seeks to ask two related 
questions: how did attitudes to¬ 
ward the body affect urban archi¬ 
tecture and space? And how did the 
experience of these spaces change 
attitudes towards the body? 

Athenians. Sennett says, believed 
that human bodies were hierarchi¬ 
cally ordered from female to male, 
cold to hot. bottom to top. and 
consequently they developed a cult 
of the muscular male body, 
brought to warm perfection by 
mental and physical exercise. In the 
gymnasium and other civic spaces, 
especially the agora and the temple, 
young men were trained in citizen¬ 
ship, a state expressed in moral and 
physical uprightness, in debate and 
m love bdron men. Conversely, 
women and slaves, the bulk of the 
Athenian population, were denied 
entry to the urban spaces and 
rituals in which ' citizen ship was 
enacted. For them, the architecture 
of the dty was always alien, 
sometimes a threat Though lie 
does not explicitly define it tins is 
Sennett’s counter-theme, running 
throughout the book. 

The Romans substituted bodily 
geometry for bodily heat Rtitowing 
Vitruvius, bodily geometry could be 
translated into architecture and 
urban plans which reflected a wed- 
ordered empire. Starting from the 
“umbilicus", the dty centre, the 
Romans built outwards in a grid 
corresponding to the geometry of 
the body. Wherever they went they 
buQt according to the same plan, 
believing that their cities could 
create new imperial citizens. 





Urban utopia: the sculptor Raymond Mason’s St Mark’s Place, East Village, New York, 1972. from Raymond Mason by Michael Edwards (Thames & Hudson, £30) 


Outside this order, cultivating 
new ideas about the body, were the 
early Christians, who emphasised 
the body's pain, expressed in the 
Passion. The city’s spaces became 
sites of compassion: by 1328, Paris 
had 60 church-run hospitals as well 
as numerous almshouses. It also 
had a thriving economy, the princi¬ 
ples of which were at odds with 
Christian values of charity, poverty 
and otherworldliness. The result¬ 
ing tension between the needs of 
commerce and the desire for Chris¬ 
tian spaces reached its apotheosis 
in 16tfkentuiy Venice. 

Venice depended for its prosperi¬ 
ty on non-Italians. Nowhere else in 
Europe was citizenship defined 


against so many degrees of differ¬ 
ence and nowhere was the attempt 
at segregating citizens and non¬ 
citizens so extreme. As Venice 
declined, fear of foreigners grew, 
and with it walls surrounding tiiose 
whose bodies and beliefs might 
, corrupt Christian spaces. Dalma¬ 
tians, Turks. Persians, Greeks and 
Armenians lived in rigidly-defined 
and policed spaces. 

Germans had to live in the 
Fondaco Tedesco. But it was with 
the Jews, whose bodies were re¬ 
garded as corrupting to Christian 
piety, that confinement was made 
absolute, in tire Ghetto Nuovo of 
1516. The Ghetto was an island, 
surrounded by canals and sealed 


FLESH AND STONE 
The Body and the City in 
Western Civilisation 
By Richard Sennett 
Faber, £25 


off at night: within its cramped 
spaces, Somett says, anew Jewish 
identity was forged, entangled with 
this repressive geography. 

In the 17th century the master 
image of the body changed: circula¬ 
tion replaced body heat Bodies 
needed dean air around them, 
public health became a new priori¬ 
ty. In the centuries after Harveys 


discovery of the circulation of the 
blood, the dty came to be seen and 
planned as a place of movement an 
organic body with veins, arteries, a 
heart and hmgs. Wide streets, 
railways and expressways encour¬ 
aged the citizen to move about 
But this new freedom was inev¬ 
itably compromised. The open 
spaces in which Parisians were 
supposed to express their liberty 
during the Revolution were also 
sites of execution. Haussmann’s 
great boulevards divided and ruled 
over Paris’S poor. The London 
Underground separated class from 
class. As cities became ever more 
diverse, citizens in trains and 
automobiles became more alienat¬ 


ed. Only urban pockets like Green¬ 
wich Village, Sennett concludes, 
offer hope that modem dries can be 
places where bodily diversify and 
physical pain are accepted, as they 
must be, he says, if humanity is to 
have any compensation for its exile 
from the Garden of Eden. 

This is Sennetfs argument, labo¬ 
riously distilled from the book's 400 
pages; but it is not the book that he 
wrote. Flesh and Stone is chaotical¬ 
ly de-centred. its highways crossed 
and recrossed by digressive by¬ 
ways. The section an pagan Rome 
ends with notes cm Byron's mis¬ 
translation of a poem by Hadrian, 
that on Christian Rome with a 
discussion of a fable by Nietzsche. 


BACKLIST 
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Richard Sennett 

THE CONSCIENCE 
OF THE EYE 
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AUTHORITY 

1980, Faber, £93 9 pbk 
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PUBLIC MAN 
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The chapter on Edwardian London 
treats us to pages on the develop¬ 
ment of upholstery and the manu¬ 
facture of chairs. 

There may be a point to this 
rambling. At the beginning of the 
book, Sennett invokes Foucault, 
both the vigorous master inveigh¬ 
ing against “power in society" and 
the dying sage who late in life 
accepted bodily pleasure and diver¬ 
sity. Flesh and Stone echoes this 
invocation. It resists any kind of 
totalising structure and invites us 
to celebrate its architecture of 
diversity, indusfvity and tolerance: 
a Greenwich Village of a book, 
then, in which anything goes. 

This anti-authoritarian attempt 
foils for two reasons. First, the 
book's incoherence will baffle 
many readers, who may think 
themselves inadequate to its intel¬ 
lectual sweep. Second, as an object 
it is redolent of authority: it is 
beautifully produced and comes 
with the imprimatur of a famous 
publishing bouse. Sennett may 
think he has constructed in prose 
his architecture of equality, but his 
digressions form a labyrinth in 
which his readers are lost. If he is 
really egalitarian he should state 
his argument clearly and allow us, 
his fellow citizens in the republic of 
letters, to decide whether we agree. 
Because he doesn't, his tour of 
Western dries turns out be to 
nothing more than a power trip. 


UNDER THE FROG. Tiber 
Fischer's wonderful first nov¬ 
el, dealt with a group of young 
men — a works basketball 
team — in Hungary between 
1945and 1956. It was a spirited 
and uncommonly authentic 
account of a time the author 
hadn't directly experienced 
(Fischer's parents fieri to Eng¬ 
land after the uprising, he was, 
bom in 1959). The Humour, an 
original blend of continental 
blade political humour with 
English flippancy, gamed its 
nobflify and distinction by 
reflecting an actual and dread¬ 
ful events, as witness the last 
sentence, quoted from memo¬ 
ry: “Tears, in teams, abseiled 
down his face.” It was a 
youthful and irrepressible 
performance. 

By contrast, Fischer's sec¬ 
ond novel The Thought 
Gang , is utterly English and 
as frankly escapist as. say, 
P.G. Wodehouse. (His two 
bank robber heroes evoke 
Psmith and Mike every bit as 
much as Robin Hood and 


Heady-headed 
argot saga 


Michael Hofmann 

THETHOUGHT 

GANG 

By Tibor Fischer 
Polygon, £839pbk original 


little John). Its humour is 
autonomous, ubiquitous and 
safe. It has the madcap gusto, 
the whiff of varsity — or even 
nursery — of much English 
funny writing. Where Under 
the Frog suggested a Czech 
film from the sixties. The 
Thought Gang wouldn’t look 
out of place as a comedy series 
an British television. 

- Fischer takes as his narrator 
Eddie Coffin: a bald, feckless. 
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50-year-old Cambridge philos¬ 
opher on the run fromjthe 
police in France. His sidekick 
is a French gangster Hubert, 
one-time “perpetual" (lifer), 
three parts prosthesis to erne of 
flesh, the original one-armed 
armed robber. 

The pair of them rob, drink 
and philosophise their , way 
round the C6te d'Azur, knock¬ 
ing over banks with an irre¬ 
sistible combination of force 
and logical persuasion. The 
Thought Gang is a highly 
styfised paean to sex and 
violence. France, alcoholic in¬ 
dulgence, foe stupidity of po¬ 
licemen and cleverness, 
especially pointless cleverness. 

The book is as ornate and 
guirky as a banknote. It has 
comic running titles and orna¬ 
mental rows of question 
marks between sections. It has 
a regularly consummated 
love-affair with the Greek 
language, a thing abort words 
beginning with “Z", a preoccu¬ 
pation with the mfflennram 
(one of Coffin's never-written 
works—unless it be this book, 
which in a sense it is — has the 
title The Two Meets the Three 
Zeroes — and in Greek 2000 
was written as “21, a pally 
liaison with Western philoso¬ 
phy (referred to as “foe biz”), 
and in particular the lonians, 
whose thought, foe canny 
Coffin would love us infer, 
would fit comfortably on one 
side of a potsherd. AH this is 
delivered in a strenuous argot 
— reminiscent of Money or A 
Clockwork Orange — that is 
tirelessly inventive. 


I n the wake of the peaoe 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel, with the gradual 
nonnafisation of relationships 
between Israel and her Arab 
neighbours, with the deal with, 
foe FLO. This Year in Jerusa¬ 
lem has a certain promise as a 
But his publisher claims 
that Mordecai Richler “travels 
to Israel to look for his roots”. 
Untrue. He no more travels to 
Israel to kx>k for his roots than 
I would. His roots lie in 
Montreal, and in the East 
European shtetis before that, 
as mine lie in Britain, and in 
Germany before that. 

Much more important is his 
search for what it means to 
live as an unobservant Jew in 
the diaspora as foe scion of an 
illustrious rabbinical family. 
Richler wasance moved by the 
Zionist dream as a teenager to 
' ' Habonhn, foe socialist 


which led for many' of its 
members to “aliyah”: emigra¬ 
tion to Israel as the fulfilment 
of their dreams. 

Richler joined Habonim for 
both good and bad reasons. 
He wanted to escape from the 
strict Orthodoxy of home, and 
particularly of his grandfa¬ 
ther,with whom in later life he 
never spoke again. He wanted 


This is where the book 
really saxes. I could happily 
fill pages with Fischerisms: 
dining in restaurants becomes 
“high class zoophagy", drink¬ 
ing “industrial transfusions of 
grape blood”, flushing an 
unwilling toilet is “giving it foe 
handle”, a bank is a “dosfr- 
bouse” and philosophers the 
“heady-headed”. A hangover 
is: “The day had slipped a 
sample of its wares through 
foe curtains on to foe ceiling. I 
wasn’t impressed.” I don't 
think I have ever read a novel 
— certainly not a comic novel 


Turning into a frightened child 



Tibor Fischer he is the biz 

— that was written largely 
using foe resources of lyric 
poetry: metaphor, personifica¬ 
tion, alliteration, repetition 
and foe rest of them. 

Coffin’s personal style is 
confected out of all sorts of 
{normally) incompatible ele¬ 
ments: - abstruse learning, 
rhy ming slang , turns of 
phrase derived from Ameri¬ 
can or French, neologisms and 
just sheer display. In the end, 
the real hero of foe book is 
language, which has rarely 
been handled with as much 
irreverence, fun and ingenuity 
as by Tibor Fischer. It is jronic 
that this wacky and amoral 
and freewheeling book should 
end up in praise of learning, 
and by preaching foe joys of a 
large vocabulary. 


E rnst Weiss and Michael 
Kruger bring a mod¬ 
ernist flavour to foe 
Bildungsroman. foe novel of 
self-formation. Turning away 
from the prototypical example 
of ;;foe, genre. .Goethe'S 
Wilhelm Master, they reject 
not only traditional values and 
assumptions, but also the rhet¬ 
oric fry which these were 
communicated. 

On the surface The Aristo¬ 
crat and Himmeifarb seem 
very different. 

The former is Ra 

set m foe house 
of Onderkuhle. y 1 ? 

an exclusive Jonj 

boarding sch- - 

ool where foe T 

sons “of the ARIST 

houses of pure ^Est 

blood.. .receive _ J 

an e ducation in SerpenrsT 

accordance . ** 

with their HEMM 

rank". Told $yMkfai 

With an fee to- QmmU K 

mediacy of foe __ 

present tense, it ™“* 

is characterised 
by a rich extravagance of 
description and the irrepress¬ 
ible imagination and furious 
vitality of its hero, Bogtius von 
Orlamuncte. 

Himmeifarb , by contrast is 
a retrospective account of an 
anthropologist’s expedition 
into the Brazilian rainforest to 
document what he sees as “the 
bleak and repugnant tradi¬ 
tions” of indigenous Indians. 
The narrator, “old and rich 
enough to be able to afford a 
comfortable pessimism", re¬ 
mains constantly an his guard 
lest foe “firm shell of heartless¬ 
ness begin to crumble”. 

Both novels, however, con¬ 
front the search for identity. At 


Rachel 

Campbell- 

Johnston 


first their protagonists strug¬ 
gle to affirm a sense of self by 
asserting their dominance 
within a hierarchical system. 
Fbr Boetius this is embodied in 
etiquette, “all foe refinements 
of' aristocratic discourse”, 
while in Himmeifarb it is 
represented by foe cultural 
values of the German Reich 
which the narrator. Richard, 
tries to impose, not only upon 
the Brazilian Indians, but also 
upon the expatriate Jew who 
accompanies 
id him into foe 

upii jungle. Each 


a frightened child.** Himmei¬ 
farb is a sort of Bild¬ 
ungsroman in reverse. “Thank 
God", he says, “that the Third 
World War, which everyone 
seems to have forgotten about, 
will take place only after my 
deafiL" 

Boetius likewise finds no 
new answers. It is significant 
that almost exactly one year to 
the day from foe denouement 
of the novel Archduke Ferdi¬ 
nand was assassinated in Sa¬ 


rajevo . In just one year Boetius 
would have been an officer in 
the German Army, his identity 
once more defined by his rank. 

It seems disquietingly sig¬ 
nificant that Weiss himself 
committed suicide the day 
after Nazi troops entered Par¬ 
is- The spectre of death over¬ 
shadows these novels, an 
image of the alienation, loss 
and despair which is foe 
inheritance of the 20th-century 
mind. 


THE 

ARISTOCRAT 
By Ernst Weiss 
Serpents Tad, £839pbk 
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By Michael Kruger 
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Hebrew but not 
of the Hebrews 


Julia Neuberger 

THIS YEAR IN 
JERUSALEM 

By Mordecai Rkhler 

Chatto&Windus, £1639 


the soriai life to be found there. 
He had met the. inimitable 
Jerry Greenfield, the lad the 
girls loved, with his effortless 
gift for hockey, baseball and 
everything foe wimpish and 
studious Richler could not 
managewdL Throughout this 
volume. Jerzy, more and more 


He never went to Israel: foe 
leader of the Habonim pack 
turns out to be hollow-centred, 

on his friends. More*si£iiift 
cantiy, of the four dose friends 
from Habonim, who had as¬ 
sumed they would make ab- 
yah together, none did. 

Yet Richler goes on this later 
journey, looking up old 



Richler. diaspora roots 

Habonim friends and meeting 
aousins. He travels in. luxury 
with his non-Jewish wife. He 


Sion learns that id- 

- entity cannot 

OE be so easily de- 

1CRAT fined. Boetius 

twrioc fails foe ulti- 

vSSrrbk mate ^ 

„df' 99pb * which might 

justify his rank, 
LFARB while Richard 

j Kruger realises that the 

tbkariginal j?®, wh °* 

life he is para- 

sitical has a vi¬ 
sion and vit¬ 
ality which render his own 
achievements worthless. 

Yet, though die world of 
each protagonist crumbles 
around him, no new or re¬ 
demptive structure is offered 
in its place. Both Weiss (writ¬ 
ing in 1928) and Kruger (writ¬ 
ing in 1993) have seen the 
inhumanities of war and know 
the horrors that can result 
from foe regimentation of 
men. “Now that everything 
has turned into flow; move¬ 
ment, trembling dissolution", 
says Richard in Himmeifarb, 
“now that the chaotic now 
unanchored memories plague 
me and undercut any order 
and hierarchy I'm turning into 


Webbs and Hugh Dalton, 
were anti-Semitic The ideal¬ 
ist’s illusions were nek shat¬ 
tered at the time. And to some 
extent they are stfil not. fbr his 
liberal instincts are intact. 

He ends with a polemic 
against Ruth Wisse, “one of 
Likud’s most impassioned ad¬ 
vocates", who believes that 
any Jew who criticises Israel is 
c om p rom ised fry an unac¬ 
knowledged need to win the 
approval of the gentiles. It is 
not a new argument The Jews 
used to be described as craven 
fry their non-Jewish critics. 
Now those Jews who object to 
some of tiie actions of the 
Jewish state are also described 
as craven — but this time by 
their fellow Jews. Richler has 
no sympathy for this, and 
ends, unsurprisingly, with a 
caff for peace. 

But he leaves us wondering 
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money, having lived a hard 
life while he reached feme and 
fortune in North America. 
Richler examines the old so¬ 
cialism. of Habonim. and re¬ 
members his joy at the British 
postwar Labour victory, with a 
Jew, Harold Laski, as a lead¬ 
ing player. The realisation 
came later that many of his 
Labour heroes, such as the 


Not an Israeli, no laager an 
ardent Zionist, notapramsmg 
Jew, living in Britain ana 
Canada—what is he? Who is 
he? I know where he stands on 
israeL But I still do not know 
where he stands on Judaism, 
and Jewish survival, for him¬ 
self. his half-Jewish children, 
and this modem age. The 
promise to tell is unfulfilkd. 
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Fighting to save duty-free shopping 


The British spend £1.3 billion a year in 
duty-free shops — yet this booming 
business could close down before the end 
of the century. Tony Dawe reports 


D uty-free shopping has 
become an essential 
part of Christmas for 
hundreds of thousands 
of Britons. It launches most foreign 
holidays, but has become more 
than just a bit of fun. 

It is big business, worth £10 
billion a year around the world, at 
least £5 billion in Europe and £1.3 
billion in Britain alone. Duty-free 
earns BAA. Britain’s leading air¬ 
port operator, almost as much as 
landing foes; h provides a third of 
the total revenue of the cross- 
Channel feiry companies and 
makes the difference between profit 
and loss for many charter airlines. 

Companies such as Allders. Forte 
and Aer Rianta in Ireland have 
boomed by running duty-free 
shops in leading airports. Famous 
retailers including Harrods. 
Mappin & Webb and Berry Bros & 
Rudd have moved into Heathrow 
airport’s departure lounges to offer 
passengers quality goods free of 
duty or VAT. or both. The Scotch 
whisky industry would be lost 
without it 

Yet although business is boom¬ 
ing and bargain-seeking shoppers 
cross the Channel in their thou¬ 
sands every week. Europe’s duty¬ 
free industry is under threat The 
European Commission regards it 
as an anachronism in a free trade 
community and wanted to end it 
within Europe when the single 
market was created last year. A 
fierce campaign by retailers, air¬ 
port authorities and travel com¬ 
panies won a reprieve until June 
30.1999. 

Duty-free shopping could end 
earlier, however, if Eurotunnel has 
its way. The Channel Tunnel 
company has started le gal proceed¬ 
ings to outlaw the business, argu¬ 
ing that its competitors are 
enjoying an unfair and discrimina¬ 
tory advantage under European 
free trade laws because they can 
subsidise fares from the profits on 
duty-free sales. 

The Eurostar trains running 
through the tunnel from London to 
Paris and Brussels are not allowed 
to sell duty-free goods and it is also 
impractical to sell them on Le 
Shuttle's short service from Folke¬ 
stone to Calais, although passen¬ 


gers can make a detour to duty-free 
shops at die two terminals. 

Eurotunnel's case is being resist¬ 
ed by die airlines, ferry companies 
and retailers, and after a High 
Court ruling in the new year the 
cas e is expected to move into the 
European courts. The duty-free 
industry is also preparing itself for 
a longer fight to persuade the 
European Union to allow die 
reprieve to continue beyond 1999. 
for. without sales to people travel¬ 
ling within Europe, its pickings 
would be very dun. 

“The date concentrates the 
mind,'* Frank O’Connell, head of 
the International Duty Free Con¬ 
federation and an Aer Rianta 
executive, says. “At this stage we 
are just putting the pieces in place. 
But as we go along, our research 
will be incorporated into a lobbying 
campaign." 

“Why do away with something 
which works?" Barry Goddard, 
secretary-general of Britain’s Duty 
Free Confederation, asks. “It is 
tightly controlled and does not 
contradict the definition of the 
European single market. We still 
have 12 fiscal authorities imposing 
their own duties and taxes. 

“We shall be fighting long and 
hard on these points and on die 
crucial factor that it is an industry 

Europe’s duty-free 
industry is 
under threat. It 
should end 
on June 30,1999 


which benefits a large number of 
people, travellers and businesses 
alike." 

He argues that the industry 
provides good bargains which help 
to keep travel costs down. “People 
love buying duty-frees; it is a fun 
thing which adds to the enjoyment 
of travel." he says. "There is some 
criticism that prices are too high, 
but while the operators are making 
profits they are also sharing the 



benefits with customers. You 
wouldn’t get 30 million people a 
year buying duty-frees if they were 
a rip-off." 

He also counters Eurotunnel’s 
claim that the duty-free trade 
represents a total loss to the British 
Exchequer of £600 million a year in 
excise duty and VAT. "That figure 
assumes that all duty and tax-free 
sales would be replaced by equiva¬ 
lent purchases in the UK market 
and that would never happen," he 
says. The Confederation estimates 
the loss at £100 million, less than 
the Chancellor is now losing on 
beers, wines and cigarettes, bought 
in bulk at cheaper prices in 
continental shops by Britons for 
consumption at home. 

Mr Goddard admits, however, 
that the campaign would be diffi 
cult to win if the EU moved towards 
fiscal unity, including a single 
currency. He gives warning of the 
dire consequences of ending the 
industry. "If duty-free goes, then 
feres will rise and fewer people are 
likely to travel, leading inevitably to 
fewer jobs in the travel industry 
and ancillary services." 

Airlines also admit that they 
and their passengers — would be 
hit hard. “The abolition of duty-free 
would not be good news for 


holidaymakers,” Stuart Brooks, of 
Britannia Airways, says. "Lost 
revenue at UK and overseas air¬ 
ports would need to be recovered 
somehow and increased airport 
charges for airlines would be one 
likely source. 

“Charter airlines would need to 
increase their seat rates to tour 


BAA and the ferry 
companies are 


expanding other 


outlets to offset 


any loss of profits 


operators, making the holiday 
more expensive and as a result the 
travel agent’s commission would 
increase. The cost of a package 
holiday could rise by up to £13 a 
passenger, which for a family of 
four would be very considerable. 
Britannia is exploring other 
sources of income but as yet none is 
likely to make up for lost revenue." 

BAA and the ferry companies 
have embarked, however, on a 


policy of expanding other retail 
outlets to offset any possible loss of 
duty-free profits. BAA says that an 
important element of its strategy is 
significantly to increase retail space 
at its airports. 

Recent developments have in 
eluded an expansion of Gatwick's 
landside shopping and catering 
facilities and the creation of an 


airside shopping mall in Terminal 


Aberdeen airport’s terminal has 
been refurbished with a new book¬ 


store, cafe and four larger retail 
units as well as a new duty-free 
shop. These projects follow on from 
the success of the airside shopping 
facilities created in Heathrow's 


Terminal 4 where Aquasaxtum, 
Austin Reed, Bally. Hamleys, Jae¬ 
ger and The Scotch House all have 
tax-free shops. 

Ian Todd, of P&O European 
Ferries, says: “We are working at 
expanding our on-board shopping 
base to include more tax-free shops 
and catering facilities. While sail- 
ine in international waters, we can 
sell a wide range of goods without 
charging VAT.~ including cosmet¬ 
ics. jewellery. CDs. stereos and 
confectionery. We are shifting such 
huge amounts that we can get very 
good prices from suppliers." 


The Mammouth hypermarket at Calais Quest; shoppers’ mecca 



How much is enough? 
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PASSENGERS travelling by air and sea 
to and from countries within the Euro¬ 
pean Union are allowed to buy these 
quantities of duty and tax-free items: 

• 200 cigarettes or 100 cigarillos or 50 
cigars or 250g of tobacco. 

• two litres of still table wine. 

• I litre of spirits or strong liqueurs over 
22 per cent volume or 2 litres of fortified 
wine, sparkling wine or other liqueurs. 

• 60cc/ml of perfume. 

• 250cc/ml of toilet water. 

• £71 {90 Ecu) worth of all other goods 
including gifts and souvenirs. 

(People under 17 cannot have the tobacco 
or alcohol allowances.) 


VOUBALLOWAtfeteS*] 

Under EU law. duty and tax-free shops 
cannot sell you more than these quanti¬ 
ties each time you travel to or from 
another EU country. You can buy them 
on each journey you make and bring 
them back to the UK as long as they are 
for your personal use. 

If you buy tobacco, alcohol, perfume 
and gifts from ordinary shops in the EU. 
you don't have to pay Further duty or tax 
provided they are for your use. EU law 
sets out guidance levels, and if you bring 
in more you must be able to prove, if 
asked by Customs, that it is foryour own 
use — or risk seizure of the items. 

These are the guidance levels: 


• 800 cigarettes. 400 cigarillos, 200 
cigars. 

• 1kg smoking tobacco. 

• 10 litres spirits. 

• 20 litres fortified wine. 

• 90 litres (10 cases) of wine, not more 
than 60 litres of it sparkling wine. 

• HO litres (about 60 4-packs) of beer. 
The tobacco, alcohol arid perfume 

allowances are exactly the same for 
travellers returning to the UK from 
countries outside the EU, except that you 
can buy them only once; either on the 
outward or return journey. You are 
allowed to bring in £ 136-worth of other 
goods — if you bring in more, you will be 
charged duty on the full value. 


Robin Young on the savings to be had on day trips to the Continent 




W hen Christmas 

comes, people do not 
want to pay duty on 
it. Duty-free shopping, big 
business year round, assumes 
jumbo proportions. Santa's 
sleigh slides past the customs 
officers more heavily laden 
with duty-free baccy, grog and 
gifts every year. 

When tite going gets tough, 
the tough go shopping. It is the 
ready availability of myriad 
bargains free of excise duty 
and VAT that helps to make a 
tough life tolerable for fre¬ 
quent-flyers and business 
travellers whose jobs condemn 
them to a slate of almost 
perpetual motion. 

And for the rest of us. the 
most effective mid-winter trav¬ 
el incentive orall is the subsidy 
the Government offers in the 
shape of cut-price goodies to be 
brought home from sorties 
abroad. 

The ferry companies esti¬ 
mate that well over two mil¬ 
lion people will be taking day 
trips to the Continent this 
month solely to benefit from 
the savings to be had on duty¬ 
free goods and personal im¬ 
ports of wines, beers, spirits 
and tobacco. P&O European 
Ferries estimates that traffic 
and takings will be at least a 
fifth up this year on lasL 
Chris Laming, of Stena 
Sealink. says; "We are doing 
everything we can to promote 
the traffic." He points out that 
passengers who buy their 
duty-free allowances on both 
outward and inward crossings 
can save £289 each simply by 
buying 12 24-can cases for the 
price of ten of Fosters Export 
Lager. The cost is £109.90. 
compared with a high street 
price of almost E400. 

Adding two litres of 
Glenfiddich malt whisky at 
£9.99 each and 400 Benson & 
Hedges King Size cigarettes at 
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Business and pleasure awaits in Dubai, 
K Where life is for living, we reach for the sky. 

W TheJwest you'll find, wherever you'llJly. 

I For Duly Free value- Tty Buy Dubai". 




The finest coUeam at the world s most elegant dutyfree. 


Far The Wort's Finest 
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Great Christmas 
goodies from 
sorties abroad 
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£19.98 brings the individual 
traveller's saving on a typical 
“basket" of duty-free goods to 
more than £350. 

P&O European Ferries' 
Chrisimas promotions include 
an extra saving of £5 on 200 
Benson & Hedges for everyone 
on the Dover-Calais roule 
buying a litre of selected malt 
whisky, while on sailings from 
Portsmouth those spending 
£25 or more receive a £5 
voucher to spend on spirits, 
cigarettes, wines or confection¬ 
ery. The savings quiddy reim¬ 
burse the winter daytrip 
return fares, which start from 
£5 for a foot passenger or £20 
for a car and up to four 
occupants. 

There are similar Christmas 
bonuses offered by all the 
other ferry companies such as 
Hoverspced. Brittany Ferries 
and Sally, and the duty-free 
allowances also apply, of 


■/zip/ 

course, on routes to Ireland as 
well as other continental 
countries. 

While the ferries undergo 
their seasonal transformation, 
business is also booming in 
the shopping malls at airport 
terminals. Heathrow already 
sells a bottle of whisky every 18 
seconds throughout the year, 
while Gatwick shifts 5.6 mil¬ 
lion measures of Gordon’s gin 
and enough Silk Cut cigarettes 
to stretch the distance of the 
Channel Tunnel and back. 

Yet ar the airports it is 
emphatically not all booze and 
baccy. BAA airports account 
for nearly a tenth of the total 
UK perfume market the 
Mappin & Webb shop at 
Heathrow's Terminal 4 is the 
UK’s biggest selling outlet of 
Rolex watches, the Laura Ash¬ 
ley unir at Heathrow’s Termi¬ 
nal 3 produces the highest 
sales per square foor of all the 


company’s shops, and Heath¬ 
row’s Bally shoe stores fit 
78,000 pairs of feet a year. 

Caviar House’s airport 
shops sell 5.000kg of caviar. 
9,500kg of smoked salmon 
and 13,000 tins of foie gras 
annually, with demand for all 
its delicacies peaking at 
Christmas. 

By commissioning regular 
price surveys, BAA claims to 
ensure that savings of 50 per 
cent off the average UK high 
sfieet price are guaranteed on 
33 of the most popular liquo r 
products sold in its airports’ 
duty-free shops. 

N ot all the best bar¬ 
gains are necessarily 
to be found at the 
British end of the journey 
though. A recent survey by the 
French consumers’ organis¬ 
ation UFC-Qtie Choisir com¬ 
pared prices for 150 popular 
duty-free items, and found 
that Milan, Athens and Ma¬ 
drid had the best deals in 
^pints. Madrid, Lisbon and 
Athens offered the-cheapest 
cigarettes, while Dublin, Am¬ 
sterdam and London were 
Cheapest for CDs. Dublin. 
Athens and Milan sold the 

°*, eit -P riced P^fum©®. 
London’s duty-free shops were 
be fiie most expensive 
tor berth spirits and cigarettes. 
And while tobacco products 
on average two-thirds 
dearer in high street -shops, 
spmts more than half as 

SS* 1 *, “d perfumes a 
quarter dearer, there were 
smaUer savings in the duty- 
frws on watches, consumer 
efectromes and other gifts. 
DtepcMaMe cameras and films 

dure £S? 1 J nore ^Pensive in 
Sg 4 ? shops than in town. 
V&SZP* for electronic 

SSf* and such 
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within the EU is £7] 
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The profits from the huge scale of goods bought help to keep down the price of holidays, Tony Dawe reports 

Where 
more is 
much less 


W ho would imag¬ 
ine that 15,000 
toy rabbits are 
sold on P&O’s 
Dover-Calais ferry crossings 
every year? But it is true — and 
just one of the many bizarre 
Statistics which the travel in¬ 
dustry loves to produce to 
prove the popularity of duty 
and tax-free shopping. 

P&O also claims to be the 
world’s biggest seller of large 
Toblerone bars, while Britan¬ 
nia Airways' passengers 
bought 34 tonnes of the choco¬ 
late last year. The holiday 
airline also points out that if 
ali the cigarettes purchased 
inflight last year were laid end 
to end they would stretch from 
London to Las Vegas. Passen¬ 
gers at London's Heathrow 
and Gatwick airports sucked 
their way through 500,000 
pockets of Polo minis last year. 

These statistics are just a 
simple way of showing the 
importance to travel com¬ 
panies of duty and tax-free 
shopping. Ferry operators, air¬ 
lines and airport authorities 
all freely admit that it can 
make the difference between 
profit and loss. 

Gareth Cooper, Siena 
Sealink's managing director, 
says: “At this time of year; we 
sell rickets to travel on ships 
for a smaller price than the 
port dues. We have to make 
sure, therefore, that onboard 
sales more than cover the 
operating costs of the 
business. 

“The ferry industry has 
changed dramatically over the 
past few years, not just 
because of the Channel Tun¬ 
nel We have increased capaci¬ 
ty to .meet demand in the peak 
season but that could leave us 
with low volumes in the win¬ 
ter. We have therefore created 
a new range of products, 
including short breaks, day 
trips and cruises, all at advan¬ 
tageous prices. A lot of the 
traffic is generated fcy the 
attractions of duty-free goods." 

Alcohol and tobacco, fol¬ 
lowed by gifts and fragrances, 
are the main revenue-earners, 
but Mr Cooper is also keen to 
extend tax-free shopping and 
income from food and bever¬ 
ages. The company has 
brought in executives from 
supermarket chains and hotel 


groups to advise on its retail 
activities, and has introduced 
a McDonald's on the new 
ferry Fantasia and Easy Din¬ 
er and Globetrotter fast food 
outlets on other ships. 

P&O European Ferries is 
following the same path, sell¬ 
ing an increasing range of 
confectionery, soft toys and 
fashion items including cloth¬ 
ing by Fruit of the Loom and 
menswear by Gabicci. The 
company says that one third of 
its annual revenue of £600 
million comes from onboard 
sales, including food and bev¬ 
erages. but principally duty¬ 
free goods. 

The holiday airlines cannot 
match these revenue figures 
but the 'amount they do earn 
from duty-free is even more 
important to them. Last year, 
duty-free sales produced £33.6 
million revenue for Britannia 
Airways our of total revenue of 
£564.3 million, but that sum 
contributed significantly to the 
airline's profits. 

“The profits generated by 
duty-free sales benefit our 
passengers by allowing the 
airline to keep down the costs 
of a package holiday.” Stuart 
Brooks, a Britannia spokes¬ 
man, says. 

“Over the past couple of 
years, these sales have become 
even more important because 
of increased competition in the 
leisure market which is obvi- 



Shop till you have to stop: after the duty-free spending in continental supermarkets comes the struggle to get everything home on the coach without breaking a single bottle 


ously hugely price-sensitive.” 

Robert Lewis, cabin services 
manager of Monarch Airlines, 
agrees that duty-free sales are 
an important source of reve¬ 
nue, especially with profits 
being squeezed further try the 
Government's introduction of 
a departure tax which most 
travel operators are trying to 
absorb. 

He says, however, that duty¬ 
free sales are an important 
customer requirement as well 
as a source of profit He notes 
that while alcohol and tobacco 
sales continue at a steady level 
“people are more keen chi 
luxury goods such as perfume 

PAUL AMOS 
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Gareth Cooper. Stena Sealink's mi 
“A lot of traffic is generated by duty? 


and aftershave than they were 
tenor 15years ago”. 

Britain's airports earn the 
biggest income from dutyfree 
sales. BAA reported recently 
that revenue from retailing 
activities at its seven airports 
in the 1993/4 financial year 
had, for the first time, exceed¬ 
ed those from runway opera¬ 
tions and had become the 
biggest source of revenue for 
the group. Out of a total 
income of £1,098 million, re¬ 
tailing produced £468 million, 
£280 million of that from duty 
and tax-free sales. 

“Our passengers are telling 
us that shopping and retail 
facilities are high on their list 
of priorities and that retail 
facilities attract traffic by posi¬ 
tively influencing a passen¬ 
ger’s choice of airport or 
airline,” Barry Gibson, BAA 
group retail director, says. 

“The Nineties consumer is 
now more demanding and 
issues such as convenience, 
choice, quality, service and 
value for money are more 
important than ever before. 
People's lifestyles today mean 
that they place a high value on 
their time and are tending to 
spend less time on shopping. 
Given this situation, airports 
have a dear advantage and by 
providing a wide range of 
shops and services for custom¬ 
ers in a location that is 
convenient to them, we can go 
a long way towards meeting 
their needs." 

Income from duty-free shop¬ 
ping is equally important to 


regional airports. At 
Birmingham and Newcastle, 
for example, duty-free income 
represents 40 per cent of pre¬ 
tax profits, compared with an 
average for European airports 
of 15 per cent 

Independent research calcu¬ 
lates that if the duty-free 
concession was ended, landing 
charges throughout the EC 
would have to increase by an 


average of 14 per cent if 
applied evenly to all operators, 
ana by a frightening 31 per 
cent if limited to flights within 
the Community. 

Even the operators of Le 
Shuttle, which begins fare- 
paying services today, recog¬ 
nise the importance of duty¬ 
free shopping. For, while 
Eurotunnel, which runs the 
Channel Tunnel, is arguing in 


the courts for the abolition of 
duty-free. Le Shuttle has 
opened sizable duty-free shops 
in its Folkestone and Calais 
terminals and has appointed 
Aer Rianta International, the 
Shannon-based airport man¬ 
agement company, to run 
them. 

Le Shuttle asked designers 
to create "a quiet, calming and 
spacious feel” to encourage 


travellers to browse in comfort 
and buy in bulk. It forecasts 
that earnings from ancillary 
business in its firsi year of 
operation will reach £33 mil¬ 
lion and most of that w-ill come 
from duty-free sales. By 1996. 
the figure is expected to reach 
£52 million. For yet another 
company, duty-free sales 
could make the difference 
between profit and loss. 


Duty-free was devised after the imposition of excise duty in 1644 


I ntroduced in the days when sailing 
ships provided the only means of 
longdistance travel, duty-free shop¬ 
ping has become an important interna¬ 
tional industry with conglomerates, even 
nations, vying with each other to offer 
passengers the best bargains and greatest 
variety of goods. Tony Dawe writes. 

The duty-free concept was devised by 
the British after the imposition of excise 
duty in 1644 to allow sailors and travellers 
to stock up on food and drink for long 
voyages. Its commercial development 
began only in the 1950s, thanks to the 
foresight of Brendan O'Regan, an Irish 
caterer who set up a tax-free shop at 
Shannon airport in the west of Ireland. 

Initially, his range of goods amounted 
to little more than Irish lace, porcelain 
souvenirs and rosary beads but. as more 
and more transatlantic flights stopped at 
Shannon to refuel, his shop expanded. In 
1974it was sold to Aer Rianta, which runs 
Ireland's main airports, and now claims 
to match Harrods store in London and 
Bloomingdales in New York for variety 
and style. 

The company operates additional duty¬ 
free outlets in Russia, the Middle East 
and Pakistan, and earns half its revenue 
from the business. Atthe start of this year, 
it was awarded the contract to run the 
shops at the Channel Tunnel terminals at 
Folkestone and Calais. 

Dr O’Regan’s enterprise was copied by 
other airport operators and. as mass 
travel developed, duty-free items were 
recognised as a vital source of income by 
airlines and ferry operators. Airports 
remain the biggest earners, with Honolu¬ 
lu topping the list with £275 million last 
year. BAA earned about £280 million 


Top of the 
shops 
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from its duty and tax-free shops at London 
and Scottish airports. 

The coveted Best Airport Shopping in 
the World award has gone this year, 
however, to Dubai, which expects to earn 
£90 million from its Government-run 
complex. Chosen by a panel including 
Richard Branson, Sir Terence Conran 
and Sir David Frost, the shops are open 
24 hours a day and are at their busiest 
between 10pm and 2am. 

‘ “Fortunately, Dubai international air¬ 
port is not located in a densely populated 
area and not restricted-by international 
laws which reduce the number of night¬ 
time flights," Mohi-Dm Binhendi, direc¬ 
tor general of Dubai’S dvil aviation 


department, says. “As a result, we have a 
24-hour passenger flow-through and we 
operate to meet its demands." 

Gold is the biggest-sefling duty-free 
item, either in jewellery or ingots, and 
amounts to 18 per cent of revenue. Colm 
McLoughlin, Dubai Duty Free’s general 
manager, says that tobacco, liquor and 
perfumes are also popular. “Luxury 
goods, food items and electronic goods, 
ranging from personal computers to the 
latest hi-fi systems, are also top of the 
shopping lists of many international 
bargain hunters. We stock up to 60.000 
products at any given time, most of which 
are sourced locally.” 

P resented by CourvoisieTs Book of 
the Best, the award recognises 
Dubai’s place among the world's 
top duty-free outlets, including Amster¬ 
dam. Hang Kang and Singapore. 
Schiphol Airport won the “World's Best 
Duty-Free" awards from business travel 
magazines in Britain. Germany and 
America last year and its “range of shops 
and goods and duty-free prices" helped to 
earn it in September a “most favoured 
airport” award organised by Business 
Traveller Asia-Padfic. 

“Our range of more than 120,000 
products, keen pricing and high levels of 
service are the major factors influencing 
frequent travellers to vote for us," Johan 
van Streun, the Dutch airports head of 
concessions, says. 

“These awards do not mean we will rest 
on our laurels: they only strengthen our 
resolve to remain the best” Duty-free 
shops around the world will be eager to 
challenge him as the raultibflifon-pound 
business moves into a new year. 












IF YOU'RE NOT 
HAPPY WITH ANYTHING 
YOU BUY AT OUR 
AIRPORTS, WE'LL 
REFUND YOUR MONEY. 

AND THAT'S 
GUARANTEED. 
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Now everything you buy at any BAA airport is covered by a 
guarantee that can't be bettered. If you're unhappy with any purchase 
you’ve made - as long as you have your receipt - we’ll replace it or 
give you your money back. No question. 

You don't eves need to go back to the airport you bought it 
from.You can send it freepost in the UK or, if you're abroad, we'll 
refund your postage costs and as well as the purchase price. 

So, whatever you're looking for, you can buy with total confidence. 
And what a choice... there's everything from the basic necessities 
to luxuries, from toothpaste to cut crystal, from magazines to 
gold watches. 

All in all you'll find an exceptional variety of goods including 
many major international brands available from top retail names. 

In fact, no other airport operator in the world goes as far as we. do 
to ensure your complete satisfaction. 

For more details call free, 24 hours a day 
on 0800 844 844 



A FAIRER DEAL BY FAR, AND THAT'S GUARANTEED. 
Heathrow - Gatwick ■ Stansted - Aberdeen 
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Edinburgh • Glasgow 
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BOOK EARLY FOR OUR 
_ APEX FARE _ 

• 20% off‘All-In Car* Standard Return and 
5 Day Return' fares in 1995* 

• Travel to France via: 

Dover to Calais 
Newhaven to Dieppe 

• Simply book and pay by the 51st Dec 1994* 


TO BOOK CALL NOW ON 0233 ^*47^47 
OR SEE YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT/MOTORING ORGANISATION 
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The top three tour operators now control more than 65 per cent of the package holiday market. Will this create higher prices? 


T he takeover of Caledonian 
Airways by the fast-growing 
Inspirations Group is part 
of a developing trend which has 
profound implications for all pack¬ 
age holidaymakers. 

On the face of it there is no 
reason why a company specialis¬ 
ing in tour operations should not 
buy an airline to ensure that its 
customers get a seamless service 
from the moment they walk into 
their travel agency to the moment 
they open then hotel door. 

the problem is that so many of 
the trig holiday groups have done it 
that there are now very few 
genuinely independent airlines 
left Excalibur Airways proudly 
boasts that it is now the “only fully 
independent British holiday air¬ 
line". At least seven other indepen¬ 
dents have disappeared since 1990. 

Today Thomson owns Britan¬ 
nia, Airtours has Airtours Interna- 


Small agencies being pushed out 


dispose of some of CaleimfatfS^ 
current feet of larger aircraft and ; 
replace them with smaller jets ^ 


tional, first Choice owns Air 2000, 
Cosmos and Avro are part of the 
same group as Monarch Air UK 
Leisure is part of the Viking/ 
Unijet conglomerate and now 
Inspirations has Caledonian. 

The idea is to ensure that people 
who choose a particular holiday 
from a tour operator's brochure 
are guaranteed a flight on the 
company's airline and the airline 
in turn has a constant supply of 
passengers from its tour partner. 

The big groups have now gone 
further by buying travel agencies 
throughout Britain. So Thomson 
has Lunn Poly, Airtours has Going 
Places. Thomas Cook has a stake 
in First Choice, and now Inspira¬ 
tions has tied itself closely with 


A.T. Mays as well as snapping up 
individual shops as they come on 
the market. 

All this consolidation — or 
vertical integration — has meant 
that the top three companies 
control well over 65 per cent the 
total package holiday market and 
the ten biggest tour operators 
account for 85 per cent of the 14 
million package holidays which 
are sold each year. 

There are, however, almost 
1,000 other licenced tour operators 
in Britain, many small specialist 
organisations. They are largely 
dependent on their big competitors 
and their airlines for getting 
passengers to and from resorts. 

When buying seats on charter 
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flights, small tour operators have 
to pay much more than their trig 
competitors. They are unable to 
use the purchasing power which 
size brings with it to force through 
a bigger discount and they have to 
fly when the market leader decides 
it wants to go. 

Vertically integrated companies 
gain the advantage of spreading 


losses so that whenever one sector 
is under pressure, tie others can 
take the strain. If travel agencies 
are in a price war, the tour 
operating company in fife-group 
can keep its prices—and therefore 
die group's profits — at a healthy 
leveL Equally, if tour operators arc,. 
discounting strongly, the airlines 
can make up the dmeraice. 

The holidaymaker who prefers 
to use a small tour operator, 
however, is caught financially 
each time. If the trig chains are 

offering virtually the same holiday 
as the independent at a much 
lower price, it is hard to see wiry 
the customer should pay the extra, 
yet obtain no dear benefit The 
small company is faced with the 


choice of either matching the big 
boys and toeing money or selling 
at a higher price and losing 
custom. 

.. • Until recently, the independent 
traveller who perhaps did not like 
being part of the herd, but would 
not want to pay foil scheduled 
airline rates, at least had the 
opportunity of flying with an 
airline w hich was not run and 
controlled by a partner tour opera¬ 
tor. Caledonian, although wholly 
owned by British Airways, re¬ 
mained one of those independent 
airlines. New it is to be part of the 
Inspirations group. There will 

therefore, be fewer seats left for the 

small tour operator to buy. 

At the same time it is planned to 


being avaflabte on the openjmar^ 
ket When supply falls and *.-: 
mand rises anty fofoS happens 
—the price goes up;. . •' 

P erhaps fewer indq>end0s£ 
travel companies a nd rising ; 
prices for holidays -is 
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prices for; holidays 4$ 
inevitable' outcome of tbck tead' 
towards vertical^^intemliQiif'Ifef?; 
haps, too, this is omy the .early 
signs of an irapeiKUt^ q>ns<riKla- 
tion of-the entire industry.:^-'"- 
Itmaynotbeabadthmg ^Ontfee 
other hand Britain may be becom¬ 
ing more like France and : 
Germany where there is very ¥$$£ 
competition and far higher-prices. 
We should be aware of wnat*B- 
happening and demand mare.- 
openness about who .awns.whoni *; f . 


Discounts on package holiday deals often mean quality has been shaved to the bone, says Marianne Curphey 


Beware the 


i 


cheap holiday 




C ustomers tempted by 
offers of discounted 
holidays from high 
street travel agents 
should look carefully at the 
real cost of their holiday before 
committing themselves. 

The price reductions — cut¬ 
ting summer 1995 holiday 
prices by up to 12 per amt, 
offer an incentive to book 
early. However, they often 
require purchase of a travel 
agents' own holiday insur¬ 
ance. which can yield the 
agent up to 40 per cent 
commission. 

This is the first year in 
which discounts have been 
offered in the run-up to Christ¬ 
mas, a time of slow sales. The 
strongest selling period is 
traditionally from Boxing Day 
onwards. Peter Shanks, com¬ 
mercial director of Thomas 
Cook, admitted that he did not 
expect “strong sales” until 
December 27. 

Some in the trade give a 
warning that the quality of the 
British package holiday is 
suffering because companies 
are squeezed so hard they do 
not have sufficient margins to 
reinvest in their product 
Sue Ockweil of the Associ¬ 
ation of Independent Tour 
Operators, said: "Every time 


operators renegotiate prices 
with hoteliers abroad, quality 
is shaved to the bone. The 
mass holiday market that 
buys on price does not think 
about the little extras they are 
losing out on.” 

Mr Shanks says: “Most of 
the improvements in the over¬ 
seas package holiday market 
— for example upgrading 
Greek and Spanish resorts — 
have been prompted by nat¬ 
ional governments, encour¬ 
aged or supported by UK tour 
operators.” 

Alasdair McNee, leisure an¬ 
alyst with Yamaidai Interna¬ 
tional, predicts the post- 
Christmas booking period will 
be “tough” but says smaller 
companies have been quietly 
exploiting the war between the 
three biggest operators. 

He says: “While Thomson. 
Airtours and First Choice (for¬ 
merly Owners Abroad)—who 
all have commercial links with 
travel agerus and airlines — 
are at each other’s throats, the 
little companies are picking up 
the crumbs." 

Major retailers admit that 
the only way for them to make 
discounting viable is to share 
the cost with their associated 
operators and make travel 
insurance compulsory. 


Thomson, the Leading tour 
operator, has links with Lunn 
Poly and Britannia Airways; 
Going Places is owned by 
Airtours, the second-largest 
tour operator; and Thomas 
Cook has a 21 per cent stake in 
First Choice (formerly Owners 
Abroad). 

Though there have been no 
moves so far. post-Christmas 
discounting might also involve 
a repeat of August's discrimi¬ 
nation, when Lunn Poly of¬ 
fered discounts on all 
operators’ holidays but Going 
Places and Thomas Cook of¬ 
fered smaller discounts on 
Thomson holidays. Thomas 
Code expects a “surge of 
bookings” immediately after 
Christmas, and expects ZS 
million people to book their 
holidays in January as a result 
of the discount offers. 

Mr Shanks predicts that the 
top destinations next year will 
be: the Balearic Islands, the 
Greek Islands, the Canary 
Islands, mainland Spain, and 
Cyprus. Turkey wil] also be 
popular and there will be “a 
massive return" in the num¬ 
bers going to Florida. 

Meanwhile, the ancient 
desert city of Palmyra in Syria 
could be the surprise hit with 
intrepid travellers in 1995, 



for the snow 

The Alps are covered in snow, Btiijfc 
is too little too late for some resorted 


Popular destinations: Ibiza beach (top) and Palmyra, in Syria, the spot for 1995 


according to Control Risks 
Group (CRG), the London- 
based international political 
and security consultants. 

Michael Barron, Middle 


East analyst forecasts that 
travel to Syria and Lebanon 
would be more attractive and 
safer next year than for a 
number of years because of the 


prospect of a lifting of trade 
bans with Israel and the 
possibility of peace treaties 
between Israel, Syria and 
Lebanon. 


A WHITE Christmas is guar¬ 
anteed. After weeks of high 
and dry weather accentuated 
by cries of despair from skiers 
and shopkeepers alike, the 
Alps are covered in snow. 
Snow fen everywhere early 
this week. But the bad news is 
that the cover is likely to be 
too little too late. 

Verbier inaugurates its in¬ 
novative Funitel 2,000 person 
an hour gondola system to¬ 
day, happy that invited VIPS 
will be dazzled by a snow- 
scape at mid station where 
brown was the predominant 
shade only a week ago. Gla¬ 
cier resorts such as Verbier, 
Tignes, Zermatt and Austria's 
eight winter/summer skiing 
areas have had difficulty cop¬ 
ing with early season skiers, 
trying to satisfy them in the 
very limited terrain open for 
s kiing 

Holiday hordes will exacer¬ 
bate the proMem. The new 
snow does not have a solid 
base in most resorts. Until this 
week, no major resent has 
hem able to boast good skiing 
all the way down to village 
leveL Although fluffy and 
powdery on the surface, the 
snowpack has no bottom in 
many areas. This means skis 
go right through to the grass 
orrock below. 

Skiers can expect good ski¬ 


ing and powder aiow aBove v- 
3,000 metres to . Zoinatt, 
Argentine. Saas Fee, Tignes 
and Verbier. LowerJevrifre-- 
scats, especially in-Austria'-; 
and Italy will not have aH ; 
pistes open. Even Courchcval 
in the heart of the 
Vallees, had only 15 of its 


the snow was falling.; ; 

Italy's most dik resort, ’ 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, is typicai^; 
of the southern Alps. Mnriore 
than 20cm of aunt cbyeraflfe;^': 
rocks at 2,000 metresL'Btd^ 
some snow is on the grofeati=£V: 
enough for a snowball fight. 

Doug Sag®-: 






Cbic ami cheerful: good 
conditions atZermatt 
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FLIGHT CENTRE 

A************** 

USA Fr £175 rtn 

CARIBBEAN Fr £320 rln 

CANADA Fr £173 rtn 

AUSTRALIA Fr £656 rtn 

Fr £350 rtn 
Fr £414 rtn 
Fr £79 rtn 
MANY MANY MORE 
Access & Vrjg welcome 
Discounted insurance 
Retail Agents !cr ATOL/ABTA 

Tel: 081-669 8607 
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TRAILFINDERS 

Low cost flights worldwide 

and up lo U% discount on hotels A car hire 
Colt Trallfindar* for ihe complete tailor-made travel service 
LONDON Longhaul: 071-938 3360 
Transatlantic & European: 071-937 9400 
First A Business Class: 071-938 3 444 
MANCHESTER Worldwide: 001-839 0909 
First A Business Class: 061-839 3434 
BRISTOL Worldwide- 0272-299000 
GLASGOW Worldwide: 041-333 2224 

ATOL14S0 IATA AftTA 04701 


Um COST RTN. FLIGHTS I 



TBUEPHONE 081 747 3108 



Prices from: O/W RTN Price* from: O/W RTN 

AMSTERDAM 79 79 MADRID 99 14S 

ATHENS 129 189 MILAN 99 135 

BERLIN . 139 MUNICH 104 139 

BRUSSELS 85 97 NICE 115 141 

BERNE - IBS PARIS - 59 79 

COPENHAGEN 115 144 ROME 99 140 

FRANKFURT 79 104 V1EHNA - 109 

GENEVA - 151 ZURICH 99 155 

2* 5 Mr HOTELS AVMLABLE M PARIS » MCE - CAU. FOR BROCHURE 
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JOrniBG SPECIAL DEC & JAN DEPARTURES £459 
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VICEROY AIR 
INTERNATIONAL 
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From £299 Return 


CHEAP RIGHTS WMUMDE 
Tot 071-690 5161 


FLIGHTS APPEARS 
EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY 

To advertise in this successful section 
telephone Fiances Sfldtey on 

071-481 1989 ext 130 
Fax 071-481 9313 


Commercial airline plan will boost islands’ tourism Fp.rrif^ hit 

New Falklands flights , ba ?^#S 

,i j • j battle witft;£ 

on the wild side Chiinnpl > 


T he Falkland Islands, 
famed for their wildlife, 
sea trout fishing, wool 
and battlefields, will for the 
first time be plugged into 
commercial international air 
routes under ambitious plans 
by a Chilean airline carrier. 

The tourist board for the 
islands, home to many spedes 
of birds, including penguins 
and albatrosses, and marine 
mammals, including elephant 
seals and sea lions, has been 
setting up small numbers of 
offshore lodges and self-cater¬ 
ing facilities to become a 
player in the specialist wildlife 
holiday market Domestic air 
sevices have been developed to 
ferry holidaymakers from 
| Stanley, the capital, to other 
parts of the main two islands 
and the thousands of unspoilt 
offshore ones. 

But this tourism push is 
being hampered by the lack of 
sufficient airline connections 
into Stanley airport and to 
Mount Pleasant, a military 
airstrip built after the Falk- 
lands War, an hour's drive 
from the capital. Despite stud¬ 
ies by airlines, the only flights 
from Britain are still those fry 
the RAF, from Brize Norton in 
Oxfordshire. 

The military have done their 
best to create a veneer of a 
commercial service but the 
quality remains a compro¬ 
mise. A sense of adventure and 
humour needs to be packed 
along with towels and tooth- 


S i. fiights. which are fry a 
of old Tristars, can suffer 
delays, need to refuel at Ascen¬ 
sion Island and can be dis¬ 
rupted for military purposes. 
Home comforts on the 8,000- 
mBe, 18-hour trip can be 
sparse. The bar service be¬ 
tween Britain and Ascension is 
sometimes absent and the 
original British Airways* in- 

COe'll Soorv be fid 
of ttveSe o\d RAF 


fv <7^ 


g -4 

J 

f ,/< 


flight film equipment has been 
ripped out 

Mike Summers, chairman 
of the Falkland Islands Tourist 
Board in Stanley, says: “In the 
long term the RAF will proba¬ 
bly be replaced fry a contrac¬ 
tor. but there is no indication 
of when.” But the new airlink 
plan, by the independent carri¬ 
er Aero Vias DAP, could 
radically change the future of 
tourism. The company has, for 
around five years, operated a 
10 to 12-sea ter Twin Otter 


aircraft from Punta Arenas to 
the Falklands, weekly in sum¬ 
mer and fortnightly in winter, 
bringing business executives 
and some visitors. 

Now it is in discussions with 
British Aerospace to lease a 
BAe 146 jet able to carry cargo 
and up to 100 passengers. A 
delegation from the British 
plane makers has recently 
visited the Falklands. The plan 
is to deliver the aircraft to the 
airline in Punta Arenas in 
August 1995 with flights com¬ 
mencing the following month. 
Mr Summers says the jet 
would provide a rapid service 
through to Santiago for the 
first time. 

“Instead of being a two-day 
trip to Santiago, it would be 
about five hours. It also takes 
you directly into the interna¬ 
tional flight network,” he says. 
Scores of South American. 
North American and Euro¬ 
pean airways, including Brit¬ 
ish Airways, Lufthansa and 
SAS, fly in there. The link 
could boost tourism towards 
the Falkland Islands' target of 
500 visitors a year, up from 
around 160 this year. 

Whether tourism will grow 
beyond the 500 mark remains 
to be seen. It is feared that 
greater numbers could be 
detrimental to the wildlife. A 
greater investment in roads, 
guides, and hotels also would 
be needed. 

Nick Nuttall 


Short-term passports abolished 


THE one-year British Visitor's 
Passport and the British Ex¬ 
cursion Document, used for 
short trips to the Continent, 
are to be withdrawn. Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
has announced. 

The disclosure, in a Com¬ 
mons written reply, means 
that the only way to travel 
abroad from January 1,. 1996 
will be with a standard ten- 
year passport, costing £18. 

The £12 British Visitor's 
Passport, available from post 
offices and used by two mil¬ 
lion holidaymakers a year, 
ceases from January I, 1996. 


The British Excursion Doc¬ 
ument for short journeys to 
France and “no-passport 
trips" to Belgium and Holland 
will be withdrawn from 
March 1 next year after a 
Passport Agency review. 

The UK Passport Agency is 
also advising anyone travel¬ 
ling to Spain after October 
1995 to apply for a ten-year 
passport now if they do not 
already have one. The British 
Visitor's Passport, which is 
valid for one year, will not be 
accepted by Spain from Octo¬ 
ber 1.1995. British visitors to 
mainland Spain and the Bale¬ 


aric and Canary islands must 
hold a full British passport 
from that date. 

This is the Passport Agen¬ 
cy* quietest time, and appBca- 
nons now should take nine 
days. However, the agency 
say* that people should allow 
20 working days between Jan¬ 
uary and June, and 15 working 
days between September and 
December. 

Application forms are avail¬ 
able from main post offices 
regional passport offices and 
some travel agents. 

Marianne Curphey 


ChunneL- 

ANOTHER ferry co mp any 
looking for new .routes^ 
France to combat competition^ , 
from the Channel 
Christian Michidini. chafffl Vi 
man of Brittany Ferries.'. 
negotiating with port officials ;";-', 
in Bayonne, dose to Biarritz.it; 
in the southwest comer of 
France. The company hopes to 
start a service in the spring of 
1996, running a 20-hour cross¬ 
ing once a week, probably out 
of Plymouth. 

The development follows a 
year-long feasibility study fry 
P&O European Ferries into a 
new route between Forts- 
mouth and Bordeaux. Both' 
companies are looking for 
suitable ships. - - - 

Le Shuttle started service 
this week and with Euro¬ 
tunnel claiming it will capture - ” 
up to 50 per cent of the cross- \ 
Channel market within five '* 
years —13 million passengers : 
this year and 225 million cars ? 
— the ferry companies are 
looking to increase their 
routes. 

Stena Sealink and P&O are 

[ particularly at risk. P&O oper¬ 
ates 18 routes out of Britain, of :• 
which Dover-Caiais accounts 
for 40 per cent of revenue. It 
will sell 5J5 million return 
crossings on that route alone 
this year. But with P&O and 
Stena Sealink looking to west¬ 
ern Channel routes for expan-. ’ 

sion, Brittany Perries is arting \ 
to protea its market. 

The French company, which - 
carried 15 million return pas- : 

sengers this year, has sailings ' 
out of Rwle, Portsmouth and 
Plymouth to four ports in 
Normandy and Brittany, and 
a route to Santander in north¬ 
ern Spain. “We are carrying 
out an in-depth study m . . . 
Bayonne,” David Longden, 
sales and marketing director, 
says. “It would complement 
Santander and be perfect for 
tne Pyrenees and the South of 
France. 

__^ is something we have 

peenthmking about arid look-' 

at for some time in the - 
pp™, going on about 

Bordeaux. Much of the study 

- I00kin6 at ^ 
Steve Keenan- ..- 
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Frenchman crosses Southern Ocean with 400 miles to spare over rivals 


Exhausted Auguin 
reaches Sydney 
after record run 


MARK BAKER 




CHRISTO PH E AUGUIN, 
the solo yachtsman from 
Prance, finally reached Syd¬ 
ney yesterday morning to win 
the second leg of the BOC 
Challenge round-the-world 
race in record time, despite 
spending the previous two 
days virtually becalmed off the 
Australian coast 

Having completed the 
7.000-mjJe voyage across the 
Southern Ocean from Cape 
Town jusl inside 25 days — 
and more than a day ahead of 
the previous record set by 
John Martin four years ago — 
Auguin, 35. said: “The last 
four days were the worst pan 
of the journey. I was working 
all the time trying to coax any 
speed out of my boat. Now, 
Pm exhausted." 

Earlier in the day, his 60- 
foot-yacht. Sceta Calberson , 
was within 30 miles of the 
finish but being carried back¬ 
wards by the strong current 
sweeping southwards. “The 
wind is zero. My speed is 
minus two knots. My estimat¬ 
ed time of arrival is next year," 
Auguin told race officials wait- 


By Barry Pickthall 

ing for him to hove into sight 
outside Sydney Heads. 

it has been a race of consid¬ 
erable contrasts. Earlier in the 
leg. most competitors experi¬ 
enced more wind than they 
could rape with. Isabelle 
Autissier, the first-leg winner 
from France, and Neal 
Petersen, the South African 
dais 2 entry, paid the greatest 
price — they were dismayed. 
Steve Pettengiil, of the United 
States, and J. J. Provoyeur. 
another South African, suf¬ 
fered broken rigging and 
booms, and another compet¬ 
itor lost his rudder. 

“I have never seen such 
waves and such seas. Some 
were 1.5-30 metres high. 1 have 
a big boat but the ocean 
treated it as if it were very 
small." Auguin recalled yes¬ 
terday after spraying cham¬ 
pagne over the waiting crowd. 

Surprisingly, considering 
the litany of damage experi¬ 
enced within a fleet now 
stretched more than 3.000 
miles back across the Indian 
Ocean, Auguin experienced 
few problems during the race. 


Ville de Paris sustains 
damage in collision 


TWO America’s Cup yachts 
practising pre-start manoeu¬ 
vres collided on Monday, 
punching a hole in one of 
them. The French yacht, VTHe 
dfe Paris, was hit by PACT 
ftps Spirit of Union, opening 
a 4ft- by 2 l 2& hole in the 
American yacht. “We were 
mostly concerned that the 
boat would sink/ a spokes¬ 
woman for Ville de Paris 
said. PACT 95 took full re¬ 
sponsibility for the accident 
Monday was the last day of 
sailing for Spirit of Unum, 
which will be replaced this 
week by Young America. But 
Ville de Paris. buOt for the 
1992 America’s Cup, sustained 


little damage. "1 think people 
are aggressive, knowing they 
are sailing old boats, just to 
see how tightly they can 
manoeuvre these boats." Tom 
Stark, of PACT 95, said. 

France America, the owner 
of Ville de Paris, is no 
stranger to damaged boats. 
The fust of its two new yachts. 
France 2-3, was dropped on 
its. keel two weeks ago. sus¬ 
taining extensive damage. Re¬ 
pairs on that yacht are 
expected to be completed this 
week and the boat is sched¬ 
uled to resume sailing on 
Tuesday. The America's Cup 
. trials start next month, lead¬ 
ing up to the finals in May. 


the only noticeable damage 
being a shredded genoa which 
ripped apart just three days 
out from Cape Town. 

The Frenchman, who won 
this race overall four years 
ago, chalked up a week-long 
string of daily runs each in 
excess of 300 miles during the 
latter pan of the voyage, 
including one 24-hour burst of 
350.9 miles — a new monohull 
solo record. 

With his closest rival, fellow 
Frenchman Jean Luc van den 
Heede, still more than 400 
miles away from Sydney. 
Auguin now leads the race 
overall, but knows that the 
slightest slip could still cost 
him dearly. After finishing 
third on die first leg from 
Charleston, he had thought 
that Autissier's week-long lead 
would prove insurmountable. 
But, within a week of leaving 
Cape Town, the wheel of 
fortune had swung hill circle, 
casting Autissier adrift in mid¬ 
ocean and thrusting Auguin 
into the overall lead. 

Meanwhile, some 700 miles 
astern, a close battle has 
developed for line honours 
within the 50-foot class 2 fleet 
Like Auguin. David Adams, of 
Australia, who has led his 
division from the outset has 
become becalmed and seen his 
once-commanding' 200-mile 
lead over Giovanni Soldini. of 
Italy, evaporate. 

Yesterday afternoon, as the 
winds returned once more, 
just one mile separated the 
two rivals as they raced neck- 
and-neck for the finish at a 
speed of 12 knots. Autissier, 
who limped under jury rig to 
the French Kerguelen Islands 
to step a second-hand cruising 
rig on her yacht, Ecureuil 
Poitou Charentes, was also 
clocking up the miles again, 
reeling off a 229-mile run 
yesterday. However, with 
some 2.700 miles still to cover, 
the former race leader does 
not expect to reach Sydney 
until early next month. 



Auguin celebrates victory in the second leg of the round-the-world race yesterday 


Ampofo keen to add European tide to his collection 



Ampofa chasing Regan 


By Srikumak Sen 

BOXING CORRESPONDENT 

FRANCIS AMPOFO. who became a 
double champion by adding the Com¬ 
monwealth flyweight title to his British 
championship on Tuesday, now has 
his sights on a third belt. He intends to 
challenge Robbie Regan, of Wales, the 
European champion and his arch¬ 
rival. The score between the two stands 
at 1-1. 

Barry Hearn, Ampofo’s manager, 
expects his man to be nominated before 
long as Regan’s challenger. Hearn also 
wants a second world title bout with 
Jake Matlala, of South Africa. 

Following Ampofo*s second-round 
victory over Daren Fifield, the Com¬ 
monwealth champion from Oxford, at 
York HaiL Hearn said: “If Matlala 
beats Alberto Gimenez on January 28.1 


am going to take Francis to South 
Africa to give him another crack at the 
world title. If not. maybe Regan wants 
to get brave. 

“We are quite happy to go to Wales if 
the money is right. But after the way 
Ampofo stopped Hfeld. who as we 
know is a good fighter, I don’t suppose 
Frank Warren [Regan’s promoter] will 
be jumping at me opportunity." 

Ampofo was stopped in nine rounds 
by Matlala last June, but Hearn claims 
that because of a lay-off Ampofo was 
not focused on the World Boring 
Organisation (WBO) charnpion. 

Even though Flfeld did not land a 
solid punch on Ampofo. the champion 
will have to have a head scan, costing 
£900, in three weeks' time. Because of 
some doubts about a brain scan in a 
medical before the Matlala bout, 
Ampofo’s health is monitored before 


and after contests. "Francis must be the 
healthiest, cleanest fighter in Britain 
and the most medically correct; but we 
are happy to be safe," Hearn said. 

Less than a fortnight after Chris 
Eubank outscored him emphatically in 
aWBO championship bout, Henry 
Wharton, of York, has been installed 
as the next official challenger to 
Frederic Seillier. of France, the Euro¬ 
pean champion. Victory would move 
Wharton lack towards the premier 
contenders for a version of the title. 

Seillier is No 1 in the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) rankings and either he, 
or the Gerald McClellan, of the United 
States, will be the next opponent for 
Nigel Berm, the WBC champion, at the 
London Arena on February 25. 

It depends on whether McClellan 
gives up the WBC middleweight title, a 
career move which is widely expected 


as he is reckoned to be battling with the 
weight limit in that division—and, in 
any case, the bigger money is being 
earned by the super-middleweights. 

In that event, the Detroit boxer 
would be moved to No 1 in the WBC 
lists and he would get the world title 
shot before Seillier, but Frank Warren. 
Benn's promoter, is still awaiting final 
confirmation of the next man to face 
the champion in his seventh defence. 

Seillier held on to his European title 
earlier this month by drawing with a 
Eubank victim. Grariano Rocchigiani, 
of Germany, in Berlin, but looked 
unlucky only to get a share of the 
verdict. 

With the European Boxing Union 
giving promoters a deadline of March 
13 to complete private negotiations, the 
SeDlier-Wharton bout would probably 
not go ahead until the spring. 


China states 
opposition 
to drug use 

CHINA said yesterday that its 
suspension of 11 athletes 
found to have used illegal, 
performance-enhancing 
drugs demonstrated its deter¬ 
mined opposition to the use of 
such substances in sport 
“Absolute opposition to the 
use of perfojrmaira^enhane- 
Ing drugs is the resolute 
position of China's sports 
world," the official China 
Sports Daily said in a front¬ 
page commentary yesterday; 
Chinese officials have denied 
inter nati onal allegations of 
systematic drag use. 

On Tuesday, China an¬ 
nounced the suspension of 11 
competitors, including seven 
sw imm ers;, for up to four 
years after they tested positive 
for banned drugs at the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima in Octo¬ 
ber. The Olympic Council of 
Asia stripped Che II of their 
medals after their urine sam¬ 
ples showed traces of 
dehydrotestosterone. an ana¬ 
bolic steroid. . -j • 

“This news aroused top- 
level attention in the Chinese 
Olympic - Committee." the 
newspaper saki“Aiong with 
the sincere inquny and stnet 
handling, all kinds of effective 
measures are being imple¬ 
mented to deepen the unr. 
swerving struggle against the 
use of pCTfonnancfrenhaner 

« banned. included 
Yane Aihua and Lu Bin, both 
swimming world champions. 
As well as the seven swim- 
mere. a hurdler, two canoeists 
Md a cyclist were also caught 


5j. ■l'vA 4f-r 

v ' • .j * c ' 
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BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

(NBA): AOffiHa 115 Mite-autoe 97, Charter® 

89 Indiana 96: Utah 91 FWtadefohia 88. 

New Jots ey 85 Now York 63: Orlando 106 

Portland JW: Senate 110 LA CSppere 7ft 

Detfas 1 lOGokten Sara 107; LA Lahore 108 

Mmnesoia 96; Sacramento 105 Wtefington 

102 . 


BOXING 


BETHNAL GREEN: British and Common- 

weaHb tywefcftrt champtonsWp (12 ids) 

Frarxss Anpclo (Bettmal Greenl W Daren 

FlfieW (Oxford), rsc 2nd md. Bantam (6 


mete): . 

Bucney ,- 

(6rds): Goorg® 


M Ptfer 



CRICKET 


PAARL.I_ . . . 

of tfireej: Boland 83 and 31-£ New 
Zealanders 66 {M Erasmus &22J. _ 


FOOTBALL 


AVON MSUOANCE COMBINATION: Hrst 
■ dhrtsfon: Wmbtedon 3 Braid Brews 1. 
ITALIAN LEAGUE: Torino 0 AC MDan 0. 

Tuesday's late results 
VALKHAU. CONFERENCE: Haifa* 1 
- Runcorn. Or Nonhwlch 3 KfodermcOTer 4. 
Statybridge 0 Gateshead i 
BOB- LORO TROPHY: 'Quanar-Onal: Ket- ■ 
tertogSWfaWng i . 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Ftafi 
dhrisfoa- Swindon 2 MUwal i: Nomed 2 
Chafflon 2. Lapgua Cup: PArmoiBh 2 
Bounamcuth 2. 

FA PRBrBER LEAGUE TROPHY! Undar- 
16: Oxford 2 Hampshire 2. 

UNIBOND NOflTHEHN.PREMEH LEA¬ 
GUE: President's Cup: first round: 
-SpenriyrnocY 3 Guaetey i: Fricktey -1 
Boston 2 

BEAZER- HOMES LEAGUE: Premier di¬ 
vision: ©oucesw 3 Greatey‘3. Dr Martens 
Cup; Second round replay: Wteymouoi 2 
T-iavart 1. TWrd round'. ChaHetfvam 1 
Dorchester 1. TWnJ round replay; Hastings 
3 Margate 1. 

KQNJCA LEAGUE OF WALES CUP: Ttlirtf 
round, test Lag: Bangor Crty t 
UansanKtfBtd 1. 

ALLBRK3HT BITTER WELSH CUP: Fdwth 
round replays Watum • 


Bawl 

Ca#i 


Town or Uandudno </ EWwrJMe » 
orRisea Ties to t» played February 


DIADORA LEAGUE- Premier division: 
Hendon 2 Aylesbury 1. Thbtl dhrtofon: 
Camberfev 1 Radcwel Heath a CarisbWQ 
Cup: Second round: Chensey 2 Aldershot 
0, watai and Hereham 5 Abingdon^Town i 

[aeO- 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE: Premier dNtsfon: 
Bristol Manor.Fam 2 Taunton 1. 

MNERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE 
Premier division: Langford 0 Artesey 4. 
CARUNG NORTH WEST COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: first efiviston: Burscough 3 
Chadderton 1. 

JEWSON LEAGUE: Premier division: 
Comard LBd 1 Dss Town 2, Newmarket 
Town 0 HavBfh# Rovers 1. 

OTHER MATCH: Dundee Utd 0 Partrzan 
Beforada 1. 

PONT1NS LEAGU& firettMstan: Oertjy 2 
West Bronwrtdi Abton i; Leeds 0 Black- 
bun 0: Liverpool 1 Notts CotrtyO. Second 
dMsftxi: Bradford i Leicester Cay Z 
Grimsby OOfoham 2 1 SietfleU Wednesday 
4Btrmlngham2 

FA YOUTH CUP: Third round: Coventry 
Day 2 Mfodteebrough 2; Sunderland 0 
Doncaster Rowers O:Toaenham Hotspur 4 
WDtvortwf^Wancterers2;Win^xtona 
Ipswtti D, Sheffield Unted 1 York City 0. 


HOCKEY _ 

INDOOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS: finals 
dray: Pool A: Old Loughfonfsns, Hut. East 
Giinstaad. Pool B; Bartord Tigas. 
Seaport. Si Albans. .To be. played a 
Crystal Rstecs on January 20. 


FOOTBALL 
Mcfc-off 730 unless stated 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: 
First division: Foacetaven and 
Ttteccrrtoe v Fasl Qnrsieod. 

FA YOUTH CUP: Second round re¬ 
plays: Wateafl v Manchester City, Swin¬ 
don v Portsmouth. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
League: l)nder-16 Trophy: Dorse! v 
Hampshire (at Bournemouth Sports 
Club. 215); Inner London v Kent D Area 
lot Walthamstow, 1XQ. 

RUGBY UNION 
Heineken League 
First cWsJon 

CartiWvFontypriiM(7.i5).-. 

ClubmalGh 

UkAiealonv Cheltenham (7.15.. 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budwoser League: 
London v Manchester iao). 

TENNIS: Woman's LTA CJmstmae ttxr- 
namert-(Queen's Clubi. 


ICE HOCKEY 


MOSCOW: hvesOa Cup: final: Rusaa i 
Czech Republic 0 Play-off for firth place: 
Norway 2 Italy 0. 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


REGAL TROPHY; Thkd round: 

2 Castietord 30 Third round replay: 
Helens 50 Bafey 22- 


RUGBY UNION 


PtUQNGTON SHJQD: Sixth round drew: 
South: HonS Wanderers v Beaoonsfekt 
Knrpbridpn v Ventnor Si ATbane v 
Wlfeabte; Tredworth v Wisbech North: 
Bromyard v North Shields.. Rusfrden and 
Hfoham v Bucfcfogham. Vlfatesey v Queens: 
Wto»y v HuddersQeld YMCA. Ties to be 
played on January ZB 


SKIING 


LECH, Austria: World Cup: Mane Slalom 
I®igaas rest teg. SOgetea seoond leg)' 1, 
A Tomba (ft) fmn 4357sac (52 45eec, 
51.121; 2 TSj*ora {Austria) 1.43^9(5243. 
51.161. 3. M Treacher (Austna) 1:44.34 
(52.79, 51.551; 4. T Fogdoe (SwaJ 144 52 
(5272, 5150): S. OC Ftausath (Nor) 
1-4451 (5221.61 60): & J Kosr (StovereaJ 
1:4458 (52 48. 52.49). World Gup pass¬ 
ions: Staton: J. Tjmba 400p«: 2-Traschw 
2S0.3. Sifonm4, Fogdoe 1®. OveraB: 
1, Tonis 450: 2. M vor Gruenlgen (Snrtzl 
294; 3. K-A Aemodr (Nor) 262.4, Trnsc#wr 
2S0. 

ALTA BAOIA, Italy: World CMx Women: 

Gteri afoiom: 1, S PenzanW TO 2rr*i 

2l.03sec 1159.76, 1:1127L Z A W&efttei 

(Austria) 22150 (1.09.75, 1.1175). 3, D 
Compaonort mi 22214 fi 1000.1:1154); 
4. M BIS (Aus&wl. 222.19 (1.1153. 
1.11.4 6); 5. E Twaraofcans (US) 22258 
(1.1011. 1:1275). 8. H ZaHar-BeeNer 
22295 (1 1127, 11158). World 

- Giant diatom: 1. Zeflet- 

s: Z Penzsrini 212: 3, 
4, M lOoemad (Nor) 131 
flar-Beehier 2. V 

386: 3. K Sazriger (Gar) 
(US) 304. 


TENNIS 


QUESCS CUffit Women’s tournament 
Second round: L Austin (Susssk) tn i Wyan 
(Oxfordshire) 2-6.6-4.6-2 A Totdoff (Kertj 
M J Dawson (Sussex) 6-4. 7-5 Quarter- 
finale S Bartley (Surrey) W F He@m 
(l&Bteffl*) 6-2. 6-1; M Mair (Seed) bt L 
Cfoen {Warwicks) 6-3, 6-2. Austin bt K 
SSne4toaand (Cherfire) 5-?. 64. 7* K 
Hand (Bata) H Tortfaff 7-5 6* 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


UTTIJEWOODS: Trebte chants 24pis 
£178.41320. 23#pB £2438.65. 23pls 
£1,158.15. 22Kpte £10155, 22»s £3965. 
SIKpts £15-40, 21pta £315 Four draws 
£1035. Ten homes (paid on nine homes): 
£212.00. FNeawayK £1,74550. 


VERNONS: Treble chance: 24pt9 
EK.139 55.23» £411.15. £3 £15455,22» 
£1750. 22 £655. 21 te £250 Ten homes 
(paid on iww homes) £27555. Fiva 
Bways C41255. 

2fcl ifcHS: Treble chance: 24pu E3.43&. 
m £6150 23 £2910. 22^ £2.05. 22 
£150. Four draws: £fi.40 Four homes: 
£45330. Four away* £5360 Lucky 
rumbere: 21.1,28,36.15, 3. 

YACHTING 

BOC CHALLSIffi: Solo Round the Worid 
Race: Second leg (Cape Town to Sydney): 
Class 1:1. Sceta Calberaxi (C Auguin. Ft) 


i 23hr 40mm. Other posiljona (in 
GMT yesterday, vnlh mfes to 
). 2. VendAe Erterprlses (J van den 
Fn 300 (astlmae): 3. coyrte (0 
Scrtfy. US) 652: 4. Hunter's CMd IS 
PettenE0l. US) 654,4, Now! South Africa ul 
Provoyeur. SA) 887: fi. Hwreday's Chid (A 
Taytor. VJS> 1.981. 7. EcureiJ Pwtou 
Chaiertes 2 (I Auteaer, Fr) 25«a Class 2: 
1. True Blue ID Adams. Aus) 499.2. Kodak 
(G Sokfirv. t) 500. a Newcastle Au&lrafia IA 
Nettaua', Ausl 1568; 4. Jimroda II (N 
Vaughan. GB) 1.674; 5. ComwaB (R Dave. 


3543 


SNOW REPORTS 


AUSTRIA 

Mayrhofen 

Obergu^ 

Schladming 

Sod 


St Anton 

FRANCE 
Les Arcs 


(ExcaUenl powder sSSng; more pistes open tor weekend) 


Depth Weather 

(cm) Conditions Runs to (5pm) Last 

L U Piste Off/p resort °C snow 


12 30 fax powder closed cloud 4 21/12 

(Non-giadei' pistas now open: six ol 22 tits open J 
25 55 good powder good snow -4 21/12 

(Fresh powder on thin base: 14 o/ 22 lilts open ) 

20 85 good powder dosed snow ] 21/12 

(Excellent slang on open runs; fresh snow aO day) 

10 20 fair powder dosed cloud 1 21/12 

(Fresh powder on hard base: more runs qpan soon) 

10 100 good powder worn snow -9 21/12 


20/12 

20/12 

20/12 

21/12 

20/12 

21/12 

21/12 

21/12 


10 130 good powder dosed fair -5 

(Goodskdng on aU runs open abew 2, 0OO metres) 

Avoriaz 15 90 good varied dosed fair -2 

(Good piste skiing on ail open runs: 17 at 39 fffls open) 
Chamonix 10 90 good powder dosed sun 0 

(Some fffis now open at A/genUere; good pisie stong) 
Courchevel 15 BO good varied art cloud -4 

(Generally good pistes skSng but some icyAocky patches) 
LaPtagne 20 100 fair powder poor fine -8 

(Best siding stiff on BeBeoote glader) 

Tignas 45 110 good varied good sun -11 

{Ewattent swing with fresh powder very coW) 

ValdVsdre 40 105 good varied. fair sun >5 

(Excellent snow ana stong; cold, ■ 1B°C at 3.000 metres) 

ValThorens 40 120 good powder good. sun -12 

(General skiing (houph vwy cold) 

ITALY 

Cehfi'raa 10 200 icy varied lair fine -7 20/12 

(Generally good slang; Icy patches) 

SWITZERLAND 


C Montana 


10 40 fair varied dosed snow 

(Mere tiffs open; base strH a fttfe tfwi) 


-7 21/94 


Source: Ski Club ot Greal Britain. L - lower slopes; U - upper; art - artificial 


Pipe and Lower 
each fined £750 
for breach of 
non-triers’ rule 


By Julian Muscat 


THE Jockey Club ruled yester¬ 
day that Martin Pipe, the 
record-breaking National 
Hunt trainer, failed to ensure 
that one of his horses. Encore 
Un Pen. made sufficient effort 
to achieve the best possible 
placing when finishing second 
in a race at Warwick last 
month. 

After a two-hour hearing in 
London yesterday, Pipe and 
Jonathan Lower, who rode the 
horse, were each fined E750 by 
the Club’s disciplinary com¬ 
mittee after they were ad¬ 
judged to be in breach of Rule 
151. which relates to non-triers. 
Having protested his inno¬ 
cence in the days before the 
hearing. Pipe left the Jockey 
Club's offices saying only that 
he was "very disappointed" by 
the outcome of the inquiry. It 
is the first time he has been 
disciplined for such an 
offence. 

The sentence brings to a 
close a two-month period of 
controversy surrounding En¬ 
core Un Peu, a French-bred 
seven-year-old who initially 
caught the attention of the 
racecourse stewards at Strat¬ 
ford on October 27. Ridden, on 
that occasion, by Richard 
Dunwoody. Encore Un Peu 


Sublime Fellow was a con¬ 
vincing winner of the sec¬ 
ond division of the Tanners 
Manzanflla National Nov¬ 
ices Hurdle at Ludlow yes¬ 
terday. In the first division 
of the race, John Ryan was 
banned for two days (De¬ 
cember 30-31) for misuse of 
the whip after winning on 
the 33-1 shot, Tir Na Nog. 


made steady progress from 
the back of the field of 16 to 
finish fifth. The stewards ac¬ 
cepted Dun woody’s explana¬ 
tion that the horse failed to 
recover after he had been 
hampered by a feller at the 
first hurdle. 

Four days later. Encore Un 
Peu, whose odds at Stratford 
drifted from 2-1 to 3-1. was 
backed from 6-1 into 9-4 at 
Exeter before handsomely 
landing the gamble in Lower's 
hands. But it was his Warwick 
running two weeks later that 
landed connections in trouble. 
Opposed in the market from 
6-4 to 15-8, Encore Un Peu 
appeared tenderly handled by 
Lower before failing to master 
Fourth In line. The failure of 
the Warwick stewards to an¬ 
nounce an official inquiry 
prompted the Jockey Club’s 
intervention. 

The stewards have decided 
that the horse wasn’t given a 
proper run." David Pipe, the 
Jockey Club’s director of pub¬ 
lic affairs, said of the inquiry 
behind closed doors yesterday. 
The disciplinary committee, 
having established Lower’s 
failure to achieve the best 
possible placing on Encore Un 
Peu, were left with no option 
but to condemn the horse’s 
trainer when Pipe expressed 


himself satisfied with Lower's 
handling of the horse. 

Pipe produced evidence that 
Encore Un Peu was a far from 
straightforward animal. The 
gelding has worn a net muzzle 
over his mouth on his last four 
starts, but the three-man disci¬ 
plinary committee were not 
persuaded by Pipe's case. That 
Encore Un Peu was well 
backed before his easy victory 
at Exeter suggests he is far 
from unreliable, as he again 
demonstrated when winning 
over fences at Newton Abbot 
last week. 

The failure of the Warwick 
stewards to inquire into En¬ 
core Un Peu's performance 
reflects poorly on them. It was 
at the same venue in January 
that they deemed Adrian Ma¬ 
guire to have ridden within 
the strict whip instructions 
when partnering Ramstar, 
trained by David Nicholson, 
to a narrow defeat by Castle 
Diamond. Their findings were 
not shared by the Jockey 
Club’s disciplinary committee, 
which convened a fresh inqui¬ 
ry and suspended Maguire for 
eight days. 

As for Pipe, four times the 
champion trainer, he became 
the eighth among his profes¬ 
sion to fail foul of the non- 
friers’ rule in the last 12 
months. Like him. the seven 
previous miscreants were all 
fined, although the Jockey 
Club has been more severe in 
past judgments. 

The Jockey Club recently 
warned that h was to crack 
down on non-triers, which are 
the bane of punters* lives. 
Although it has disciplined 16 
individuals inside 12 months. 
Pipe is the first high-profile 
professional to be brought to 
account. 

Jodami's planned workout 
in advance of his as-yet un¬ 
specified outing over the 
Christmas period was put 
back 24 hours yesterday. 
Freezing temperatures in 
Yorkshire meant that Peter 
Beaumont, who trains the 
1993 Gold Cup winner, was 
unable to use his gallops. 
Beaumont has three options 
for Jodami and does not 
intend to finalise running 
plans until the end of the 
week. 



Pipe; brought to account 


YHSTERPArSfiAGlNG RESULTS 


Ludlow 


Going, good (good to eoftm pachas.) 
1230 (2m lYtei 1. TIR NA NOG U Ryan. 
33-1): a Freddte Much (D BtaewalOT. 6-4 
lav): 3. Sandrtft (M A FitrSrafc!, 7- 2) ALSO 
RAN 5 Two Game, 11 Como. Tv«n. 14 
Setadcpoi (4ttu. 16 Jason's Bov. 20 Vital 
Score 15th), Warner For Sport. 2S Hood- 
wjrftef (6thi. 33 Hennerwood Oak. 50 
Winters Outage. 66 Ciedft Cafl 13 ran m 
3.71. $. nk. Ass L ShaSy el Aftedree. Tote 
C17.10. £4 30. Cl.30, £3 20 DF E20 60 
CSF.C79 38 

1J» (2m hdte) 1, SUBLIME FELLOW [MA 
Btgaafo. IMi. 2. Certainly Strong tA 
Maguire. 6-4 foul. 3. Go BaBatfc (W 
Manscuv 25-1) ALSO RAN. 11-2 Three 
FNtasophers iSOtl. 16 KaUtoi The Padre. 
26 Bone Sauer lift), 50 EraSy Parson tan). 
100 Brooteooa Heresy, Jack A Hoy (ur). 
Mandate Melody. 12 ran 4L '41.10L 4 51. N 
Henderson at LamDoom Tote £2 70. £1.30, 
Cl 40. £3 40. DF. £1 60. CSF. £423 
1.30 pn 41 ch) 1. PERCY SMOLLETT tA 
Maguire. 4-1, Private Haidcappa'S lop 
rafing): 2, Lucky Again (B Ptureft. 11-1). 3. 
Mr SiiiartiJnOT (M A Ftgeiald. 7-2). ALSO 
RAN-13-3 lav Always Berrartber (Shi, 10 St 
Athens Lad (4th). 121 Lire H A La ipgj. 66 
Cock Sparrow [ij. Rupples (SJh). 100 Paddy 
to Pans (pu) 9 ran 61. 71. ML 13L 30 D 
Nfchoteon at Temple Gating Tore: £3 90. 
£1 10. Cl .00. Cl .40. OF C1&70 Trio. 
EXL60. CSF. £39.03 Tread £137 11 
2JX) (2m 51110yd hdte) 1. STAR MOVER (T 
Murphy. 11-2); 2. Star Of Ougfderard (K 
Dempsey. 10-1). 3. A) Skate (J A McCarthy, 
12-11. ALSO RAN 4-1 lav Bahaa <6thl. 6 

Gonretehfl (puj. Lavtefort (4th), 15-2 

Spansft Whisper (Shi. 14 tatensbur, 26 
Bartjary ReteTSddws fctoan. 33 Braboy. SO 
Chan hat. Incfattoney Bay. 100 Star SNL 

(tag 14 ran. NR Punchbag. 15L ia. 4l JtL 

20C WG MTimerat Shertxrde. Tote £5 70; 

£2.30. £270. C2B0. DF £16 30. Tna 
£7000 CSF. £51.47.-Trtcasl £568 33. 

230 12m ch) 1. MONDAY CLUB (3 McNellL 

2-11:2, Easthorpa (M A Fcgerafo. 6-4 lav). 

3. Final Aca (Mr M Jackson. 50-1] ALSO 
RAN: 7 Even Bfosrt). 6 Cod Character («i). 

14 Essdoubtayou (Shi. SO ftw Harvest (0. 

33TbAst(pu).660n The Tear tOh) 9 ran. 71. 

1II. 31. dtet. 3JH. J Tuck en Didmonon. Tote 

£300. £1.50. £1 30. £&30. DF £2 00. CSF 

£5.09. 

300 [3m ch) 1. ALICE SMITH (W 
McFarland. 11-1). 2 Badbury Lad IR 
Greene. 14-n. 3, Part Lin (j Lodder. 
20-1J. ALSO RAN 11-4 lav Gregg Bcreen 

(4lhl, 9-3 Touch 01 Wntar. 5 Four Hearts <f), 

B Punter's Symphony [puj, 10 Ask Tha 
Governor (6tfij, :S Marchwood (5rhi. 25 
Demng Bud, 33 Cotonal Oflica (pu). £0 
ImptexaUe Taratg, Jusl (puj. Sufoad (pu) 
14 ran. NR John Robot. Tna Dreamer. 
21. II. 3R H. r*. B Ecldey a Brecon Tale 
£9.90. £2.00. £5.10, £1 £0 DF £97 70 Tna 
£183 00. CSF. ET38 98. TtKati E2.710&O. 
330 (2m 51 110yd (idle) 1. CERTAIN 
ANGLE (G Tormey. 11-2). 2. Apache Prtncs 
(M A HzgeraU. 12-1): 3, Oxford Qua (D 
Marts, 20-1). ALSO RAN. 11-4 lav Wassls 
Mlkon, 9-2 Pongs Waring (4th), t2 Admiral 


Chris's Glen 12 ran NR Jay Em Ess. St. 
3 Mi 2*1. 11. dst P Hobos a uinahead. 


Tow £7 30. £3 30. £510. £8 40 DF:£1970. 
Tro £144 90. CSF £6162. Tncasl. 
£1.110.01 

Jackpot no* won (pool ot f$£67£a 
canted forward 10 Kempton Park on 
Monday). 

Quadpot £273.70 (pwl wwv, pool cri 
£147^6 carried forward to Kempton Park 
on Monday). Placepot £26790. 

Southwell 

Going: siandard (AW), soil with heavy 
patches purfi 

12-20 ©m txflei 1. Major's Law (P 
McLougrtVn. T-2 t-Vavi, 2. Man Yaaa 
(6-1). 3 Fun Snrikng [7-2 ft lav) IZrar 3*1. 
rtl Mbs R Patman To® £61f3. £2.10. 
£350. £150 DF £3390 CSF C2SJ3S 
12.50 C2m 41 110yd cm 1, EKfl Reg (R 
Dunwoody. 6-5 ft-tav). 2 Le Detector 
' " ' “ " ooH Gate 1 


12D Cm tune) 1. Klntavt (T Bey. 16-1); 2, 
Tiger Shoot (5-2). a Kadan 0-1) Johns Aci 
11-8 lav (pu) 8ran.3W.7l.TDonneUy.TDte. 
£47.60: &.50. £1.30. £1.4a DF .641.70. 
CSF £54.64. 

1-50 (2m 41 110yd ch) 1. Russin&ky IM 
Houngan. 2-11. 2 Pnra Yaaa (11 -21: a OM 
Road flO-ll Seven Ot Osmonds 6-4 lav 
(put. S ran Effl. 41 G Bravery Tote- E3 j00: 
£1 50. £220 DF: £1000 CSF £11 05. 

220 12m 41 iicyd hdte) 1. Evan Row (J 
Osborne. 5-1). 2. Punter; Overhead (4-5 
tav). 3. rsyafca (8-n 5 ran. e, da TCesw 
Tore: C740. E2.40 £110 DF £3 SO CSF: 
£934. 

350 (3m 110yd chi 1. Nazzaro (P 
MoLourtiSn. 10-1)- 2 Somharty Gale (11-4 
jHevj: a. Countess Veruscnka (8-1) Domi- 
nara Serenade t 1-4 Wav m. 11 ran. NR-The 
Back Bishop. V SOL w G M Turner. Tote 
£6.60; £340. £1 40. £320 DF £37 30. CSF 
£3956 

320 (2m Bat) 1. Tara Rambler (Mark 
Roberts, 4-1). 2, Iktendcar (7-4 lav), a Ron 
On The Rtzi (14-1). 14 ran 1L3L MbsSHbH. 
Tote £4 40: £340. £150. E1.T0 DF. £1210. 
CSF £1283 

Ptecepot £4520. Quadpot £<200. 

D The trainer Tommy Stack 
yesterday confirmed that he 
intends to run Gale Again in 
the King George VI Triple¬ 
print Chase at Kempton Park 
on Boxing Day. Stack said; 
“The ground will suit him 
there." Gale Again is quoted at 
20-1 for the King George by 
Ladbrokes, who have cut the 
prices of both Barton Bank 
and The Fellow to 3-1 behind 
the 5-2 favourite. Bradbury 
Star. William Hill report 
strong support for Bradbury 
Star, In from 11-4 to 9-4. 
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Panzanini breaks through to complete Italian World Cup double 

* 1 ( i ' 

Tomha recovers to remain unbeaten 



Panzanini turns during the run that earned her a first World Cup victory in a giant slalom at Alta B a dia in Italy yesterday 


By Our Sports Staff 

ALBERTO TOMBA’S out¬ 
standing start to the Alpine 
skiing season continued yes¬ 
terday when he won his fourth 
World Cup slalom race to 
stamp ever more firmly his 
authority on rivals who are 
becoming just a little bewil¬ 
dered by ms imperious form. 
Furthermore, he did so in 
style! pipping Thomas Sykora, 
of Austria, into second place 
after, a breathtaking second 
run at Lech, in Austria. 

Trailing by 0.02sec after the 
first run of the two-stage race, 
Tomba, from Italy, set off at 
breakneck speed on his second 
ski of the 180-metre Schlegel- 
kopf piste. 

It was almost too fast. At the 
halfway stage, he looked as if 
he had missed a gate before 
recovering with, for such 
a brilliant technician, a 
rare display of strength and 
agility. 

His combined time of hnin 
4357sec was confirmed only 
after: a slow motion replay 
showed that his scramble back 
to the course had been success¬ 
ful. He beat Sykora by 0.02sec 

“I made a big mistake and 1 
lost maybe a second; it’s 
incredible." Tomba said. “I 
cannot believe it 1 really don't 
know how I recovered. Maybe 
it’s because I'm in good shape. 
I hope after this I can be better 
in the giant slalom 
tomorrow." 

Tomba had already won 
one slalom at Lech this week, 
on Tuesday, a day after cele¬ 
brating his 28th birthday. 
Indeed, he has won all four 
slaloms of the World Cup 
season so far, which, with two 
wins at the end of last season, 
brings his total of consecutive 
successes to six. The victory 
extended his lead in the over¬ 
all World Cup standings over 
Michael von Gruenigen, of 
Switzerland. 

Tomba's next race is at Alta 
Badia. in Italy, where, yester¬ 
day, Sabina Panzanini com¬ 
pleted an Italian Alpine 
double and claimed her first 
World Cup victory when she 
edged out Anita Wachter. of 
Austria, to win a giant slalom. 
It was a perfect place for 


Panzanini. 22, to celebrate her 
breakthrough at World Cup 
level — she comes from the 
nearby city of Merano. 

Panzanini, whose previous 
best was second to Wachter in 
a World Cup giant slalom at 
Steamboat in the United 
States in 1992. was predictably 
delighted by the result. "She 
was ahead of me two years 
ago, but 1 guess things have 
changed," she said. 


Wachter. who has slumped 
since winning the overall 
World Cup title in 1993. took a 
fractional lead over Panzanini 
on the first leg, but a bad slip 
just out of the gate nearly sent 
her tumbling down the piste 
on her second run ami she was 
lucky to finish the leg. let alone 
finish second. Panzanini *s 
overall time of 2min 21.03sec 
was 0.47sec quicker than 
Wachter’s. 


The race was staged at Alta 
Badia after being postponed 
from die French town of 
Morzine because of a lade of 
snow, but the Italian specta¬ 
tors were hardly complaining. 

As well as Panzanini"s win, 
they celebrated the return of 
Deborah CompagnooL the 
double Olympic champion, 
who finished third after miss¬ 
ing the first nine races of the 
season with a kidney infection. 


Compagnooi, who finished 
in 2min 22. Msec, said after¬ 
wards: "I didn’t think I was 
going to finish an die podium. 
I’d have been happy to place in 
the top ten." She won the 
Olympic giant slalom tide in 
UUehammer in February to 
add to her the gold medal she 
collected in 1992 in die super¬ 
giant slalom. 

Wachter, despite losing, had 
her best race of the season 


after reaching an emotional 
low last week when she fin¬ 
ished fourteenth in a World 
Cup slalom in Sestriere. 

Vreni Schneider, of Switzer¬ 
land, who is the defending 
overall World Cup champion, 
was ninth in an event she last 
won in January. 1992. She won 
her 53rd World Cup race in 
Sestriere on Sunday. 


Results, page 39 


Key players missing from 
Leicester’s festive line-up 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


Northey follows 
well-worn trail 

By Christopher Irvine 


LEICESTER wall chase a third 
consecutive victory over the 
Barbarians on December 27 
without several players whose 
names have became synony¬ 
mous with their success. Jez 
Harris, the leading points 
scorer, Tony Underwood, the 
England wing, and John 
Wells, their experienced dank¬ 
er, will all miss the annual 
Christmas encounter at Wd- 
ford Road because of injury. 

Harris’s absence will be felt 
particularly keenly because 
the Tigers have chosen not to 
select John Uley at full bade, 
leaving themselves without a 
front-rank goalldcker. Uley is 
unavailable for the first league 
game of the new year, at 
Northampton on January 7, so 
Leicester have decided to play 
Wayne Kilford instead. 

Harris, who has accumulat¬ 
ed 175 points in senior matches 
this season, is resting a ham¬ 
string strain which brought 
his game against Blackheath 
in the Pflkmgton Cup last 
Saturday to a premature end. 
But, of the dub’s seven Eng- 
land-squad members, only the 
younger Underwood misses 
the game. 

Wells has had a knee opera¬ 
tion and is unlikely to be fit 
until mid-January, but Chris 
Tar buck will be a very ade¬ 
quate deputy. The Barbarians 
game represents an opportu¬ 
nity, too, for Jamie Hamilton, 
who plays at scrum half while 
Aadel Kardooni recovers from 
a hyper-extension of the knee 
Ligaments: Hamilton’s partner 
at half back will be Niall 
Malone, the Ireland interna¬ 


tional, who has been playing 
for the Irish Exiles. 

Outside him, the form of 
Diccon Edwards is being care¬ 
fully monitored by both Eng¬ 
land and Wales selectors. 
Edwards, the centre from 
Wakefield, has come through 
die England , representative 
programme at schools and 
under-21 level, but was 
watched during the cup game 
against Blackheath by mem¬ 
bers of the Welsh selection 
panel, partidpated in a Welsh 


Roger Whittaker has been 
appointed director of rugby 
at Nottingham. Whittaker, 
who spent the past 18 
months in charge of Leices¬ 
ter’s development squad, re¬ 
tains his position as coach of 
Scottish Exiles. Notting¬ 
ham are at present strug¬ 
gling in the lower half of 
the second division. 


senior squad training evening 
on Monday and may shortyty 
have to dedde where his 
national loyalties lie. 

Meanwhile, the mid-term 
focus of the Welsh domestic 
season is on the Arms Phi* 
tonight, where Pontypridd at¬ 
tempt to halt Cardiff's charge 
at the top of the Heineken 
League. Victory will carry 
Cardiff six points dear of 
second-placed Pontypridd, 
who lost the first meeting of 
the clubs 12-6 in September. 

Marie Rowley, the Ponty¬ 
pridd lode, has recovered from 
a hairline fracture of the 


thumb in time to play against 
Derwyn Jones, the 6ft lOin 
international brought low 
with a back injury against 
Bridgend earlier this month. 
Cardiff are without three 
capped players. Mike Rayer. 
Nigel Walker and Emyr Lew¬ 
is. while Pontypridd’S other 
change from the side that beat 
Newport in foe Swalec Cup 
last weekend sees Matthew 
Lloyd return at flanker. 

The rivalry between these 
clubs is part of Welsh rugby 
legend, and has spilled over 
on occasions. But Gareth Da¬ 
vies, foe Cardiff chief execu¬ 
tive, is optimistic that foe 
players will be stimulated by 
an anticipated crowd of nearly 
15.000. “It's important the 
players realise their responsi¬ 
bility and show what a good 
product we have and how they 
can benefit the game as a 
whole," Davies said. 

The Parliamentary rugby 
league group, led by David 
Hinchcliffe, MP for Wake¬ 
field. says foe Rugby Football 
Union (RFU) has done noth¬ 
ing to benefit the game by 
suspending Adrian Spencer 
for a year. Spencer, the Cam¬ 
bridge University centre who 
has played rugby league for 
London Crusaders, is foe sub¬ 
ject of a motion from the 
pressure group, which attract¬ 
ed 112 signatures on its first 
day, condemning foe RFU for 
applying foe regulations on 
amateurism to Spencer. 

LBCfcSTfcR (v Barbarian?). W Klfcrt. $ 
Hackney. S POner. D Edwante. R Under¬ 
wood: N Maione. j HamUlon: G Rownbee, 
R Cockeril D Gartortn, C Taibuck M 
Johnson. T Smfflx N Bads. D Richards. 


Hope soars 
as Funaki 
jumps to 
top flight 

JAPAN has unearthed a new 
leading ski jumper in 
Kazuyoshi Funaki, with less 
than three months before the 
world championships in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

With jumps of 96 and 94 
metres, the longest in each 
round, Funaki. 19. outclassed 
a good field at a Continental 
Cup meeting on foe Lahti 
medium hiU, in Finland. 
Funaki placed second on the 
big hill last Saturday, behind 
Andreas Goldberger, of Aus¬ 
tria. 

Japan performed well at foe 
Olympic Games in Lille- 
hammer earlier this year, 
with Noriaki Kasai and 
Takanobu Okabe just miss¬ 
ing out on medals and the 
four-man team losing the 
chance of winning foe gold 
medal on the last jump. 

Funaki. however, has come 
from outside the top group. 
He was moved up to World 
Cup level after finishing sec¬ 
ond and third in foe Conti¬ 
nental Cup, which he leads, in 
UUehammer. and he won the 
first World Cup event of the 
season, at Planica. in 
Slovakia. 

Funaki's first jump at Lahti 
equalled the record for the 
medium hill. He uses a dar¬ 
ing style with foe body low 
down between foe skis: a 
technique for which the Japa¬ 
nese are well-known. “The 
first jump was near a dream 
effort" he said. “I am in good 
shape and 1 think can sustain 
foe form to the German- 
Austrian jumping week." 


ST HELENS made their third 
signing from rugby union in 
right months yesterday when 
Andy Northey. 22. foe Water¬ 
loo and North division centre, 
changed codes. Northey hails 
from foe town and has an 
established rugby league pedi¬ 
gree. His father. Keith, played 
at Knowsley Road in foe 
Sixties. 

Northey has signed a 312- 
year contract worth around 
£80.000. His recruitment fol¬ 
lows foe earlier captures of 
Scott Gibbs, the Wales inter¬ 
national centre from Swansea, 
and Apollo Perelini. the West¬ 
ern Samoa back-row forward. 

“He is an aggressive tackier 
and has a fine pair of hands," 
Eric Hughes, foe St Helens’ 
coach said of Northey. 
Northey* ability to adapt is 
not in question. But it remains 
to be seen in which position he 
will be used. 

There is no shortage of 
centres at St Helens and a 
wing berth is often seen as the 
best place to learn. But a ball¬ 
playing forward role is a 
possibility, given the creative 
abilities of a player who 
stands 6ft and weighs !5st 

/orb. 

Hughes was struck by 
Northey’s power and incisive- 
ness while playing for Lanca¬ 
shire this season, and 
particularly for the North 
against the South and South- 
West earlier this month. 

Wigan. Warrington and 
Salford had also made him 
offers, but Northey felt a 
loyalty to the dub he has 
supported since childhood. 


He is due to make his first 
appearance in a reserve team 
game a week tomorrow. “He'll 
get his first-team chance soon¬ 
er rather than later." Hughes 
said. 

St Helens, without the fi¬ 
nancial resources which are at 
foe disposal of Wigan and 
Leeds, see rugby uni mi and 
youth development as their 
main sources of reenritment 
Steve Prescott, their Great 
Britain Under-21 full back, has 
signed an extended contract 
until 1998. 

Perelini. who pondered his 
move to league for three years 
following foe rugby union 
World Cup in 1991, has quick¬ 
ly established himself in the 
side. Although he retired with 
a leg injury and a cut eye 
during foe win over Batiey in 
the Regal Trophy third-round 
replay cm Tuesday, he should 
be fit for foe first of two 
meetings in two weeks with 
Wigan at home on Monday. 

St Helens fought bade from 
22-14 down to win 50-22 and 
secure a quarter-final with 
Wigan at Central Park. They 
ran in five tries during the last 
17 minutes with Prescott com¬ 
pleting his hat-trick during 
this spell. Bobby Goulding, 
the Great Britain scrum half, 
paid a visit to foe sin bin, but 
kicked right goals as well as 
scoring a try. 

□ Jonathan Davies expects to 
play his first game for War¬ 
rington, against Widnes next 
Monday, since injuring his 
shoulder in Great Britain's 
win over Australia at Wem¬ 
bley in October. 



McColgan ready for 
Durham challenge 

Durt»mi on December3L TTieevent averiax 

Maiden Castle, win be McQdgan^s third race stnc* she . 

started her comeback by winning* :rac l“L SJ'SSLS 

(Xiober.TwoIriATtiiBteKwifliHoyideastiHiichaflri^eto^ 

McColgan. 3a who won the rax Ante 
OSulK who dominated 
running last summer, is joined by 

who wtm the first womens European'^te^herWsiM^. 

Wang XjujieandZhanFiangyang. ofanna, m tendton m. 
while other overseas competitors induite Rose CbaufyoL of 
Kenya. Kate McCandless and Cannes Tnagrett of fa? 
United States, and Gigi Asha, of Ednqna. Tft ihe-^j 
women’s field we have pot together." John Came, foe 
meeting director, said. However. aotaMe absen^ mdade 
Yelena Romanova, from Russia, the Olympic3.000 metres 
champion who withdrew last week, and Helen Cbapngeno, | 
from Kenya, foe world cross country champion. - | 

New Zealanders wilt [ 

CRICKET Marais Erasmus, the Boland medhan-pace; 
bowler, claimed career-best figures of six for 22 to heap, 
considerable embarrassment on the New Zealanders on the, 
first day of their three-day match in Paari, Sooth Africa, 
yesterday. After bowling out Boland for 83, with Danny; 
Morrison and Onis Pringle taking three wickets each, foe 
New Zealander s were confident of building a substantial 
first-innings lead. . ; 

However, they mustered just three more runs than the, 
local side as Erasmus swept through their batting : Onl y, 
Bryan Young, with ten, and Stephen Fleming, who sawed 

3d progressed to double figures. Boland fared littte betta in 

tf w*tr <y cpfMUnnw»g swhen Pringle dairoed his fbm tli wicket 
nf a rpmaHnhfe day as Boland recovered from three for two 
to 31 for two. 

Mair defeats top seed 

TENNIS; Michele Mair. of Edinburgh, recovered to beat 
Sarah Bentley, foe top seed from Surrey. 7-5,6-2 in the semi¬ 
finals of the British Women’s Tennis Association Christmas 
tournament at Queen’S Club, London, yesterday. Mair. who 
won Reebok tournaments at Sheffield and Por tsmo uth and 
was nnmerap at Wrexham, trailed 5-1 in foe first set She 
saved two set points in the seventh game, a third at 5-2 and 
another at 54 before taking command. Kaye Hand. 26, foe 
defending champion from Berkshire, who was runner-up in 
the national championships at Telford last month, beat; 
Laura Austin, of Sussex 6-2.6-2 in the other senri-finaL 

Short appointments 

FOOTBALL: Doncaster Rovers have parted company with 
Bruce McLrilan. then- general manager and chief scout, and 
Jimmy Neighbour, their assistant manager. Both men 
previously worked together at West Ham United and were 
appointed only three months ago. Oxford United, the 
leaders of the second division, have extended die contracts 
of Denis Smith, their manager, and Malcolm Gtiriy, their 
coach, until June 1997. Warren Nrifi. of Portmoufo. has 
retired with a hack injury one game shout ofhis400fo league 
appearance. Ne3L 32, was yesterday released after a year¬ 
long battle with sciatica- 

Hall’s late invitation 

BADMINTQNt Darren Haff. foe E&gtand NoL from 
Essex has received a late invitation to take part in the men’s 
singles at foe Danish Masters, in Copenhagen from 
December 26 to 29. He mil join Chris Hunt the European 
champion, from Lancashire; and Simon Aider, from 
Worcestershire who arc taking part in the men's doubles at 
foe invitation-only event Giro Ciniglio, die "England team 
manager, said yesterday: “We are delighted that Dairen has 
been asked to take part in this prestigious event It is an 
honour to be asked. It will mean (ravening on Christmas 
Day, but he feds it is worth ft." 

Pele joins Government 

FOOTBALL: Pete, foe kjgesdaiy Brazilian footballer, was 
named Sports Minister in Brazil's incoming Government 
yesterday. “Pete is a symbol of Brazil that has come up from 
foe roots ... a symbol of a Brazil that has triumphed,” 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, the presidentelect, said Pete, 
regarded by many as the world's most accomplished 
footballer, retired from playing in 1976. He is a director of 
Santos, the Brazilian dub with whom be spent most of Jns 
career. Cardoso/who won foe presidential election in Brazil. 
in October, is due to be sworn in on January 1. 

Lomas ousts Holt 

TABLE TENNIS: lisa Lomas has lost her posititm at the top 
of the England women’s rankings to Andrea Holt tie 1991 
national champion. Lomas had been No 1 since 199L but 
Holt's recent success in the European League has meant a 
reversal of their positions. Holt will be spearheading foe 
host nation’s challenge at the English Open Championsfups, 
which start at Thomaby on January 4. Chen Xinhua, from 
Rotherham, retains the top position on the men’s list, 
fending off the challenge of Matthew Syed. the No 2. from 
Berkshire. 

Time for Conway 

HOCKEY: Nick Conway, who is dose to full England 
selection, has been named in a talented under-21 squad of 16 
to play in a four nations tournament at Barcelona from 
January 6 to 8 against Spam, Germany and Italy. The 
purpose of the exercise is to prepare the England team for 

the European qualifying tournament at Genoa in ApriL 
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4 DRAWS --XI0.3S 
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5 A WAYS ..ZI.74S.90 


24 Pcs .. £178,413.20 

121, Pm__C2.438.6S 
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227. Pu . £101.55 

22 Pci - £39.65 

217. Pc* _ £15.40 

21 Pm_-_£3.15 
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DIVIDENDS FOR MATCHES PlAYED MONDAY. 

2CTH DECEMBER WILL BE PUBUSHED ON SAHJTOAY. 
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Els named player of year ahead of strong competition 


John Hopkins, golf correspondent, reports on the latest 
honour to be handed to the all-conquering South African 


J ust before Christmas each year, a 
panel of golf writers meets in 
London to select the player of the 
year from within the ranks of profes¬ 
sionals on the European Tour, ft is an 
argumentative and often noisy occa¬ 
sion as the debate sways this way and 
that 

This year, there were three strong 
candidates from which to choose: Jose 
Maria Olazabal, who won the Mas¬ 
ters, Ernie Els, the South African, who 
won the United States Open, and Colin 
Montgomerie, the first man since 
Sandy Lyle, in 1980. to top the order of 
merit in successive years. Rarely, if 
ever, at such a meeting had there been 
so many candidates with such strong 
credentials. 

Judged by the highest standards, the 
achievements of Montgomerie were 
considered to be inferior to those of the 
other two. He had been beaten by Els 
in a play-off fin- the United States 


Open, lost to Els in the World Match 
Play Championship and. though he 
had competed in 21 events in Europe 
and won two in a 
row in August, he had not won a major 
title. 

That left Olazabal and Els, two 
young lurks who are both in their 
twenties and who had each won their 
first major in 1994. Who had the better 
record this year? 

Olazabal, the Spaniard, won his first 
green jacket in some style at Augusta, 
triumphing by two strokes. Olarfbal’s 
victory was the ninth in this event for a 
member of the European Tour since 
the start of the Eighties. Olazabal then 
took the Volvo PGA championship, at 
Wentworth by one stroke, sneaking 


past Els with a final round of 65. seven 
under par, to Els’s 69. In August, 
Olazabal won the highly regarded 
World Series in Ohio. A very good year 
by anybody’s standards. 

Els. the big South African with the 
slow smile, started with a runaway 
victory in Dubai, opening with a 61. He 
wot the United States Open at only his 
seond attempt and the Gene Sarazen 
World Open when it was held for the 
first time in November. These and 
other performances were sufficient for 
him to be named rookie of the year in 
the United States. Then came two 
performances that were highly signifi¬ 
cant in this context 

Up to now. it would have been easier 
to place a piece of paper between them 


than to choose one as having a better 
year than the other. In the World 
Match Play championship, however, 
Els defeated Ballesteros in a blaze of 
twos, Ofazdbal and then Montgomerie; 
a stunning performance in his first 
appearance in this aut umn classic. 

At worst, that enabled him to draw 
level with OlazabaL In the last event of 
the year, the Johnnie Walker world 
championship, he waltzed away with 
the title, winning by six strokes, just as 
h e h ad in Dubai in January. This 
performance, in an event in which 
Olazabal declined to play, was just 
suffidem to give Els the edge over his 
rival, 

Eis deserved to be named European 
golfer of the year. He is only 25. He is a 
charming fellow with a sound head on 
his broad shoulders and he gives the 
impression that he does not really 
know what has hit him. Next year it 
will not be so easy. 



Bis: strong credentials 
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Olympic spirit survives in a modern world 
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Edwards: ski-jumping 
visitor to Olympics 


T aking part. Being there. That 
most basic philosophy in the 
creation of the Olympic 
Games remains as valid 100 years 
later. Last week, it was vigorously 
reinforced; a contradiction for those 
who allege that the Games have lost 
their way. 

There are 45 member countries of 
the International Olympic Commit¬ 
tee (IOC) with a population of less 
than one million. The smallest is 
Nauru, the Pacific island, with 
10,000; the largest. Swaziland, with 
860.000. A gold medal, such as that 
of Josy Barthel for Luxembourg in 
the 19521.500 metres, rarely arrives. 
These countries' continuing partici¬ 
pation, a characteristic that 
distinguishes the Olympics from 
ordinary world championships, was 
guaranteed by the agreement in 
Atlanta last week — between the 
IOC executive board and the bienni¬ 
al assembly of Association of Nat¬ 


ional Olympic Committees (ANOQ 
— that any country has the right to 
enter up to six competitors, irrespec¬ 
tive of the qualifying standard set by 
individual international federations 
in the attempt to limit numbers to 
10 . 000 . 

I will long remember die sense of 
fulfilment of Judd Bankert. the first 
Olympian of Guam (population 
130.000). He had no hope in the 1983 
ten kilometres biathlon. When he 
fell and cut his face, it was out of 
sight from the public in the pine 
forest at Canmore outside Calgary. 
He had spent £12.000 of his own 
money on training, supported by his 
wife, just to be there. 

He did not finish last and. 
afterwards, said: “1 feel my presence 
is justified and that competitors like 
me should be acceptable, as long as 
they’re not a hindrance to others, 
affecting the outcome of the race.'* 

Under the new agreement, not 



David Miller welcomes an agreement that 
guarantees small countries the chance to 
compete in sport’s greatest championships 


more than two competitors — one 
man. one woman — may compete in 
a single sport, although the Interna¬ 
tional Amateur Athletic Federation 
will accept up to four-In sports with 
rigid; fixed quotas, such as tennis, 
boxing and badminton, a small 
number of wild-card places will be 
available for such entries. 

This is not to suggest that the door 
is being reopened for such competi¬ 
tors as Eddie Edwards, Britain's 
myopic ski jumper, who are no more 
than Olympic tourists. A country 
applying for discretionary entries 
must pass them first to the relative 
continental federation and then to a 
joint 10C/AN0C committee. Com¬ 


petitors must have achieved credit¬ 
able performances in regional 
championships, such as the Central 
American Games, to ensure that 
they are an embarrassment to 
nobody, least of all themselves. 

It is to be regretted that a move, 
led by the Cayman Islands and 
Barbados, to create a Universal 
Games for the sub-one million 
countries, failed to get off the ground 
last week. Such a subsidiary event 
would promote the identity and 
performances of minority nations, 
thereby adding to the unique quality 
of the Olympics. Robert Nunes, the 
Cayman Islands president, has de¬ 
vised a formal of ten sports over 


eight days for about 1.800 competi¬ 
tors and is confident of raising El 5 
■ million in sponsorship to subsidise 
poorer nations. Barbados are will¬ 
ing inaugural hosts, although IOC 
support, in principle, is undermined 
by a lack of interest among Europe's 
eight small nations. 

Sponsorship, the key to survival 
of the Olympic Games, whatever the 
anti-commercialisation criticism by 
some, continues to grow. Ai the 
assembly last week, there was 
agreement that all National Olym¬ 
pic Commitees (NOQ would sign 
into die TOP IV padcage of ten 
multinational sponsors for 1997 to 
2000 . 

Every NOC will receive a mini¬ 
mum $40,000; hitherto, some coun¬ 
tries have refused to join the first 
three TOP schemes, believing they 
could do better try independent 
sponsorship negotiation. Larger 
participating countries, such as 


Britain, receive in excess of £1 
million from TOP and are still free 
to enter sponsorship contracts not 
conflicting with the exclusive fields 
of the TOP sponsors, such as Kodak, 
who have been associated with the 
Olympics since 1896. 

The IOC also announced last 
week that It will introduce, for the 
1996 Centenary Games, a legal 
waiver that must be signed by all 
competitors, coaches and officials, 
without which they will be ineligi¬ 
ble. The waiver is an agreement to 
resolve disputes by reference to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), 
under the aegis of the International 
Council for Arbitration in Sport 
rather than by recourse to civil 
courts. The latter will still remain 
the ultimate option. The seven 
Chinese swimmers who recently 
tested positive for dihydrotestos¬ 
terone, are expected to take their 
case to CAS. 
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Carter sweeps 
to second win 
in Foster Cup 


By Sally Jones 
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RICHARD CARTER, of Rug¬ 
by. confirmed all the high 
opinions held of him by retain¬ 
ing the Foster Cup by winning 
the public schools rackets 
championship at Queers 
Club, London, yesterday. 

Carter, 17, powered through 
against the gritty Duncan 
Stahl, of Haileybury, in 
straight games, dropping only 
11 points in the process. 

The unseeded Stahl had 
done far better than expected 
to reach the final and fought 
back superbly from two 
games down in his semi -final 
against Mike Bellhouse. of 
Radley. Yesterday, however, 
there was never a hint of such 
a reprieve. Carter never Jet 
him into foe game, opening 
with a string of tight, accurate 
services and retrieving bril¬ 
liantly from all ova: foe court 
Stahl hit several spectacular 
winners during some lively 
exchange;, but although the 
match was for closer than the 
score suggests. Carter ulti¬ 
mately had too much, weight of 
shot for his gallant opponent 
A talented all-rounder. Car¬ 
ter has represented Warwick¬ 
shire at rugby, cricket, squash 
and hockey at junior level. 
Although he is a powerful if 
unorthodox strokemaker, with 
._an accurate, heavily-cut ser- 
fvice. it is his timing and speed 
about the court that set him 
apart from his rivals. 

He, too. faced problems in 
earlier rounds, and surpris¬ 
ingly dropped a game to the 
talented Neil Bailey, oi Eton, 
in the semi-fin aL But his 
response to that setback was to 
raise his game to heights that 
Bailey could not march. 


Carter has always looked a 
champion in the making, win¬ 
ning the junior colts' event in 
1991 and taking the colts' 
championship a year later. He 
is the latest in a string of foie 
players produced by Philip 
Rosser. the Rugby 
professional. 

Richard Montgomerie, one 
of his predecessors at Rugby, 
also a Foster Cup winner, is 
now playing cricket for 
Northamptonshire. 

Rosser is particularly im¬ 
pressed with Carter's mental 
attitude. In a tight spot, he 
grits his teeth and goes for his 
shots. His speed carries him 
into positions which enable 
him to retrieve what look like 
certain winners and put away 
anything short of a length. - 
“He’s a very bright canny 
lad. too, a fast learner, who is 
quite willing to experiment 
with a new shot just before a 
competition, - Rosser said. 

Even though foe mantle of 
overwhelming favouritism 
this season has hung heavily 
ai times. Carter, who practises 
with Howard Angus, foe for¬ 
mer world champion, has 
never lacked enthusiasm. 

“I. adore foe .speed of the 
game and the tactical side of 
it” he said “When I started 
and began learning how to 
straighten the ball down the 
walls, and put plenty of cut 
and power on it I was hooked 
almost at once. 

“Winning the Foster Cup in 
successive years is a real thrill 
and a great incentive for me to 
keep cm training to try to make 
the grade at senior level” 

RESULT: Rnafc R Carta (Rugtoyj M D 
Stahl (HaJeybuy) 15-5,15-3.15-3. 



Carter had his back to the wall in this rally but retained his public schools rackets championship for the loss of only 11 points. Photograph: Hugh Rout!edge. 




Pedal power celebrated 
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THOSE who want to argue 
foe merits of great riders of 
yesteryear, such as Eddy 
Merckx, against those of the 
moderns, headed by Miguel 
Indurafn. wQl find Cycling 
Heroes, by Les Woodland, a 
captivating read. The careers 
of 18 male intemationai cham¬ 
pions of road and track are 
examined, along with that of 
one extraordinary woman, 
Beiyl Burton. 

Woodland recalls that It 
was 30 years ago that Jacques 
Anqueffi, five times winner of 
the Tour de France, defended 
the right of competitors to 
mak e use of artificial aids to 
performance, claiming: Too 
would be a fool to imagine 
• that a professional who races 
235 days a year in all tempera¬ 
tures and conditions can hold 
up without a stimulant** He 
was not alone in that belief, 
but virtually alone in his 
admission. 

Since foe 1960s, which saw 
foe death of Tom Simpson 
during the Tour.: de France. 



Britain has led the world in 
Introducing the strictest medi¬ 
cal controls on cyclists at 
national and international 
IeveL There remains the occa¬ 
sional miscreant but rarely 
among the champions. It is 
more likely to be one of Ms 
domestiqueSf desperate to 
stay in a race ana help his 
leader, who errs. 

Burton, ■ whose amateur 
career spanned more than 30 
years, calmed her nerves be¬ 
fore a major event by knitting, 
anything from cardigans to 
gloves. This remarkable York¬ 
shire sportswoman won seven 
world -championships (two 
road and five track pursuits) 
and was, for 25 years, unbeat¬ 
en as Britain's best all- 
rotmder. 

The two-day visit of the 
Tour de France to Britain this 
year makes tn&de the Tour 
de France a topical read. Irish 


sportswriter, David Walsh, 
has produced a cycling Can¬ 
terbury Tales with a wide cast 
of characters. Phil Iiggetfs 
revised The Complete Book of 
Performance Cycling reflects 
Ms coverage of the Tour de 
France over 20 years. 

Overshadowed in size by 
foe previous three titles (but 
not in interest), is foe Collins 
Gem Bike Book. Not much 
larger than a cigarette packet 
it is the handiest book of its 
type for a newcomer to the 
sport 

Cycling Heroes: The Golden 
Years, by Les Woodland 
(Springfield Books) £17.95. 
Inside The Tour de France, , 
by David Walsh (Stanley 
Paul) £16.99. 

The Complete Book of Per¬ 
formance Cycling, by Phil 
Liggett (Cbllins Willow) 
£14.99. 

Collins Gem Bike Book 
(Harper Collins) £330- 

- Peter Bryan 


_ SPORTS LETTERS _ 

Sin-bin better than yellow card Penalty goals Resignation with dignity 
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Milan lose ground in 
championship race 



ON BOXING DAY 


SPORT 

An up-to-date guide 
to foe runners and 
riders in foe day's 
ten meetings, 
including foe King 
I George VI Chase 

-♦— 

Other national 
broadsheets are not -* 
publishing cm Boxing 
Day. The Tbnes is. Place 
‘ your order with your- 

newsagent now 


MARCEL DESAELLY was 
sent off yesterday as AC 
Milan, die European champi¬ 
ons. were held to a Q-0 draw ar 

Torino in foeir SerieA match 
which left them languishing 13 
points behind foe league trad¬ 
ers, Parma. 

DesaiDy was dismissed in 
foe 73rd minute, receiving the 
yeflow card for a foul and then 
being sent off for arguing over 
foe referee’s decision. Milan, 
are joint righth and their main 
problem is a chronic lack of 
firepower. They have scored 
just ten times in J3 league 
matehes this season. 

Gw WMttingham, the As- 
. ton Villa striker, holds foe key 
to a transfer which could take 
. him to Sheffield Wednesday in 
a swap deal with lan Taylor, 
foe midfield player. 


WHttmghain, who has been 
unable to command a regular 
first-team place at Villa Park, 
is holding talks with Trevor 
Francis, the Wednesday man- ■ 
ager. after foe dubs agreed 
terms. “Trevor is having a 
word with Whitringham and 
hopefully something will de¬ 
velop," Brian Little, the VUla 
manager, said. “The sooner 
we can get tills sorted out, the' 
better. If we can get Taylor, it 
would give us quite a few 
options m midfield.” 

Sunderland have agreed to 
release Gary Owers and pay a 
cash adjustment in a bid to 

sign Martin Scott, the Bristol 
City lull , back Owers. 27. 
travelled to Ashton Gate yes¬ 
terday to discuss the move 
with Joe Jordan; foe City 
manager. 


From Mr Dan Crofts 

Sir, It is good that rugby union 
is to adopt foe disciplinary 
system of red and yellow cards 
in the five nations' champion¬ 
ship this season (reports. De¬ 
cember 13, 14), but the game 
should take note that the 
yellow-can! system, as prac¬ 
tised in football, is seriously 
defective. 

It is both too light for some 
offences and too heavy for 
others. This would be correct¬ 
ed if a yellow card meant that 
foe offender took ten minutes 
off the field, in the stecalled 
“sin-birr, but suffered no fur¬ 
ther imposition to affect later 
games. 

When a football referee 
gives a yellow card, an imposi¬ 
tion does not accrue until a 
later match: (except, of course, 
for a second yellow card in foe 
same match). This is of no use 
in cup competitions, when foe 
side in a losing position knows 
foal it win not play in the next 
round unless it. wins foe 
present match (by fair means, 
or foul, perhaps). 

A yellow card is too slight an 
imposition for such a match, 
whereas ten minutes in the 
sin-bin would deal with the 
matter J. ■ straightaway, hi 
league matches, the imposi- 


Vital safeguards 

From Dr Jeremy Bryan 
Sir, Twenty years of analytical 
experience leave me with 
grave doubts about the valid¬ 
ity of foe evidence used in foe 
drugs hearing against the 
athlete, Diane Modahl (re¬ 
port. JDecember 15). 

There are three 'vital safe¬ 
guards required for any 
analysis: 

1. The sample must be shown 
to come from the source 
claimed and must be represen¬ 
tative of that source. 

2. The sample must be kept 
prior to analysis so that ir 
neither deteriorates nor 


tion is weak because it does 
not affect foe present match 
and may be unfair because it 
could affect a later match, 
which may be against rivals 
not in a position in the league 
to take advantage of the wrak- 
ened opposition. 

It is good that the five 
nations’ committee has decid¬ 
ed that, in the early stages at 
least, yellow cards in two 
successive matches will not 
lead to a cumulative ban. 
though it may be different in 
the World Cup. 

Even in such a small league 
as the five nations’ champion¬ 
ship. a highly valued player 
could get a yeflow card in each 
of the first two matches (again¬ 
st the toughest opposition), but 
would not be banned until foe 
third match, which may be ag¬ 
ainst the weakest side, when 
his absence would not matter. 

The yellow-card system may 
also, on some occasions, be too 
severe. A player may be given 
a card when the referee makes 
a mistake. But if he had been 
given ten minutes in the sin- 
bin, it would all be over and 
forgotten. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAN CROFTS. 

4 Moorland Road. 
Birmingham 16. 


becomes contaminated. 

3. The analysis must be con¬ 
ducted aooordmg to pre¬ 
scribed protocols using the 
necessary calibration stan¬ 
dards and blanks . 

Proofs that these safeguards 
have been adhered to is pro¬ 
vided by "chain of custody" 
and quality assurance evi¬ 
dence. Without tiiis evidence, 
results are insupportable and 
should be rejected. 

In Modahl’s case, this evi¬ 
dence was not available, cast¬ 
ing doubts on the ability of foe 
British Athletic Federation to 
prove to foe disciplinary bear¬ 
ing that the results were not 
for example, an erroneous 


count too high From Mr Michael Christides 


From Mr C. M. N. Wilson 

Sir, As a result of Rob An¬ 
drew’s impeccable goalki ek¬ 
ing in foe international rugby 
match against Canada at 
Twickenham, the scoreiine, 
particularly at half-time, bore 
no relation to the differences 
between the sides. 

Rugby is a 15-man handling 
game and both sides moved 
foe ball wefl. However, by the 
time England started to score 
tries, a cushion of IS points 
had already been made for 
them by Andrew’s six penalty 
goals. That took away pres¬ 
sures on them to win foe 
match and reduced enjoyment 
for the spectators. 

These free shots at goal were 
taken by a great goafldeker 
who tees up the ball and kicks 
it totally unopposed. All the 
other players have to be 
absolutely still for however 
long it takes. 

This distorts foe game. The 
impact of penalty goals should 
be reduced. 

Yours faithfully, 

C M. N. WILSON, | 

44 Parchment Street, I 

Winchester, | 

Hampshire. | 


analysis of a contaminated 
sample from another athlete. 

Laboratories can and do 
make mistakes; I am at 
present involved in one such 
case where the results from 
two independent laboratories 
differ by a factor of 100- 

Yours faithfully. 

JEREMY BRYAN, 

Managing director, 
Enviro-Logic Ltd., 

42-46 Weymouth Street WI. 


Sports Letters may be sent 
by fax to 071-782 5211. 
They must include a 
daytime telephone number. 


Sir. I find myself in complete 
agreement with Rob Hughes's 
appraisal (December 19) of foe 
recent Arsenal malaise. I 
would go even further. 

If the Arsenal manager real¬ 
ly cared about the good name 
of his dub, he would choose to 
resign in dignity (we would all 
foe more respect him for that) 
once it became apparent that 
enormous harm is being 
caused to this historic dub by 
foe attendant adverse publici¬ 
ty. As we know from previous 
instances-involving managers 
or politicians, this can only get 
worse and, eventually, will 
lead to an undignified finale. 

Such a move need not 
necessarily be interpreted as a 
an admission of guilt. Proud 
men have resigned for less 
and subsequent exoneration 
has tended to increase their 
stature. The fact is that Gra¬ 
ham has probably reached 
already beyond foe point 
where his continuing presence 


Answers from page 44 
PESTA 

(c) In Malaysia, a festive 


at Highbury, his impressive 
record notwithstanding, is 
likely to cause more harm 
than good, both to him and foe 
dub. 

With the Premiership title 
already lost again for this 
year, a new manager could 
focus on foe other silverware 
still within grasp and, un¬ 
thinkable as it may appear at 
this stage, avoid the risk of 
relegation which may become 
more real if Arsenal continue 
for much longer on their 
demoralised and rudderless 
drift 

A new manager could also 
spend some of foe accumulat¬ 
ed profits on strengthening foe 
squad with the high-class 
players it desperately needs if 
it is to remain one of the top 
three sides in foe country. The 
Arsenal supporters deserve 
nothing less. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL CHRISTIDES, 

49 Beaufort Road, 

Ealing, W5. 


ered lot 


POPPIT 


a festive gathering a festival Malaysian from 
tea a feast. "The dominant Malay element was 
er in a highly successful three day Pesta or 


t beads 
bead so 


ROSINER 

(a) A drink of spirits, a stiff drink. Irish and Oz slang, from rosin 
slang fora drink. Samud Beckett. More Pricks than Kicks. 1934: 
"And the rosiners." said Mrs Tough, “will you have that in the 
lav too? Pleader, a rosin er is a drop of the hard.* 

POPSICLE 

(9 An ice lolly, also figuratively and attributive^-, a landfill 
name. Popside is a proprietary name in America. “Leon Blatt 
had just consumed a Popside and was now busy sc rapin g its 
stick, with his tongue.** 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

1, Rxg6+i is decisive; e.g. 1,... Kxg6 (1.... £xg& 2. Qb7+); Z Qf6+ 
Kh7; 3. Bxf7 Rg& 4, Q5+ Kg7; 5, Qg6+ KhS; 6. Bf6+ Rg7; 7. Qh6 
mate. 
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Former England captain decries club-before-country outlook 


Gooch says 



are hurting 
England 


From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 
IN MELBOURNE 


GRAHAM GOOCH, as 
proud a patriot as anyone who 
ever played cricket for Eng¬ 
land. spoke out yesterday 
against the self-interests that 
govern the domestic game and 
conspire against the success of 
the national team. His stature 
is such that nobody in the 
game should disregard his 
warning. 

Gooch, soon to complete 20 
years in Test cricket, was 
outraged this week by the 
news that Andrew Symonds, 
of Queensland, who was bom 
in Birmingham but emigrated 

to Australia before he could 
walk or talk, had signed to 
play a season with Gloucester¬ 
shire, taking advantage of his 
birth qualification, yet ex¬ 
pressed no intention of seek¬ 
ing a Test career outside 
Australia. 

Symonds's plans may yet be 
scuppered by adverse publici¬ 
ty and official disfavour, but 
Gooch sees the move as confir¬ 
mation that many counties 
continue to plough a cynical 
and selfish path with no 
regard for the greater good or 
improvement off English stan¬ 
dards. He rites other cases, 
such as Duncan Spencer, the 
West Australian, playing for 
Kent, as examples of a trend 
[hat other countries, notably 
Australia, would never 
tolerate. 

“We keep shooting our¬ 
selves in the foot." Gooch said. 



Gooch: call for action 


“Our cricket is not strong. We 
are struggling to compete at 
Test level. Yet our system 
continues to allow soldiers of 
fortune to come and develop 
their game at our-expense. I 
have nothing against Sy¬ 
monds, and he obviously has 
talent, but if he is.allowed to 
play in our championship as 
an Englishman • it will be 
disgraceful — a sick joke. I 
spoke on the phone u> Allan 
Border about it and his reac¬ 
tion was that something must 
be very wrong with our 
system. 

“I can see why Gloucester¬ 
shire would want him and the 
sad thing is that if they had not 
tried to sign him, some other 
county would have done. But 
things like this devalue our 
whole system. All that will be 
achieved is that he will be 
taught how to play in foreign 
conditions, making him a 
more rounded talent for Aus¬ 
tralia to exploit 

“When 1 was captain of 
England. I expressed fears 
about., this through official 
channels. I was also openly 
against choosing Martin 
McCague for an England A 
tour while he could still opt to 
play for Australia, i think 
everyone in our game, possi¬ 
bly bar one overseas player 
per club, should want to be 
English in the way they live 
their lives as well as in where 
they play their cricket. 

“I can see there might be 
legal and contractual prob¬ 
lems to any legislation, but if 
what it needs to impose a 
singleness of purpose is for the 
counties to prove their integri¬ 
ty and come to an agreement 
among themselves against 
such unhelpful signings, then 
that is what must be done." 

Gooch's passion and sincer¬ 
ity cannot be doubted. As 
England captain, he once 
made an official request, sadly 
refused, for the national an¬ 
them to be played prior to 
every home Test On Satur¬ 
day. here in Melbourne, he 
will make his 115th Test ap- 
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Symonds’s punchy style and English birth qualification made him an attractive target for county teams 


pearance in his 42nd year. The 
sheer length of his service is 
remarkable, but no more so 
than the obsessive dedication 
to fitness that makes him run 
up and down hotel stairwells 
soon after dawn or. as he did 
this week, practise sprinting 
singles in a car park after 
fielding for five hours in 
temperatures of 10CTF. He 
does it because the honour still 
means as much to him as it 
did back in 1975. 


“To play for your country, 
you need more than a desire to 
do well for yourself, you need 
a patriotic commitment," he 
said. “1 am very proud to be 
English and the reason I am 
still playing is because that 
knot in the stomach when I 
walk out to bat in a Test match 
is still there every time. 

“I would like to think every¬ 
one who played for England 
felt the same pride, but some¬ 
times I wonder. It sits uneasily 


with me that we have no 
common bond in our game 
and it goes right through to 
dub cricket, where you can 
find teams with four or five 
foreigners taking places thar 
English guys should have. 

“I think all of us involved 
with English cricket have to 
ask ourselves what we are 
working towards. The unani¬ 
mous answer ought to be a 
strong England team, yet we 
continue to allow things that 


set us back against the rest of 
the world." 

□ Darren Gough, the York- j 
shire East bowler, is desperate i 
to play in die second Test. 
which is due to begin in 
Melbourne on Saturday, but! 
has to convince himself and: 
the selectors that a hamstring < 
injury will not flare up again, i 
“At the moment. I’m hopeful," 
he said yesterday. “But I won't i 
make myself available unless I j 
am 100 per cent." 


Wessels happy to depart 


KEPLER WESSELS, who an¬ 
nounced his retirement from 
international cricket on Tues¬ 
day, said yesterday that the 
derision had not been difficult- 
“Ifs not a wrench at all." he 
said. “I think it's only a 
wrench if you still have unful¬ 
filled dreams, but I have achie¬ 
ved all that I wanted to and ! 
have a lot of fond memories, so 
ifs not a problem. 

“1 have been considering 
retirement for a long time and 
I just feel that my motivation 
for international cricket on a 
full-time basis just isn't there 
any more. I am still playing 
well for Eastern Province and 
I always wanted to go out on 
top." 

A knee injury which has 
plagued him for several years 
kept Wessels out of the first 
Test of the present series 
against New Zealand. But he 
was certain to be included in 
the side for the second Test, 
which is due to start on 


Former South Africa 


captain explains his 


decision to bow out of 


international arena 


Monday, had he made himself 
available. "The selectors 
would have liked me to play, 
but they understand how 1 
feel," he said- 

During his long internation¬ 
al career. Wessels represented 
Australia in 24 Tests and then 
captained South Africa in 16 
matches after the ending of 
years of sporting isolation 
caused by apartheid. 

“The high spots of my 
Australia days would have to 
be my debut against England 
{he scored 1621 and a big 
hundred I made against the 
West Indies when” we beat 
them in Sydney." he said. 
“Back home, the highlight has 


obviously been captaining 
South Africa, culminating in 
the Test win at Lord’s last 
July." 

Wessels was quick to reject 
the suggestion that he might 
lx tempted to return. “Maybe 
if 1 was 271 would think about 
it. but not at 37." 

□ Essex have made three 
additions to their staff for 1995 
— Nick Derbyshire, a former 
Lancashire player, Courtney 
Ricketts, an all-rounder who 
has experience with Sussex 
and Gloucestershire, and An¬ 
drew Hibbert. a former Essex 
junior batsman. 

□ Tight security was imposed 
in Dhaka yesterday at the 
start of a four-nation tourna¬ 
ment that will coincide with 
anti-Govern merit protests. 

The tournament, hosted by 
Bangladesh, will also involve 
A teams from India. Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan, who will field 
six Test players, including 
Ramiz Raja, as captain. 


England strike rich vein 


By Simon Wilde 


IF ENGLAND ever again 
produce a winning cricket 
team, the county chairmen 
wifi be able to dine out with 
Cedric Brown, the chief execu¬ 
tive oF British Gas, without so 
much as a second glance at the 
price iist. 

The gate receipts for six 

Test matches last summer 
— which saw New Zealand 
beaten 1-0 and South Africa 
held to a 1-1 draw — reaped 
more than £7.6 million, more 
than £500.000 up on the 
previous summer, when Aus¬ 
tralia won 4-1. 

When the four one-day in¬ 
ternationals are taken into 
account, England gates total¬ 
led £9,675.174. easily a record. 
The figure was helped by two 
of the Tests being staged at the 
most lucrative venue. Lord’s. 
The New Zealand game there 
realised more than £1.5- 
miliion. the South Africa game 


— in which England were 
routed by 356 runs in four 
days — a grand record of £22 
million. 

Lord's was also the venue 
for the one-day international 
with New Zealand in May 
which was abandoned 
because of rain, but takings 
still amounted to £750.000. 

The Test and County Crick¬ 
et Board is hoping that Eng¬ 
land gates for next season, 
when West Indies are the 
visitors, will top £10 million 
for the first time. Six 
Test matches and three one- 
day internationals are 
scheduled. 

Gloucestershire are await¬ 
ing discussions between Jack 
Russell. The captain next year, 
and Courtney Walsh, his pre¬ 
decessor. in the next few days 
before choosing their overseas 
professional for 1995. The club 
considered several options at a 


committee meeting on Tues¬ 
day evening, but WaJsh, who; 
will return to the county in 
1996 after touring with West 
Indies next summer, has yet to 
be consulted about a final 
choice. I 

Walsh recommended two- 
Indian Test players. Vinod 
Kambli, a batsman, and 
Jawagal Srinath, a bowler, but 
the dub is also considering 
Muhammed Akram. a young • 
Pakistani fast bowler who; 
played with success for the 
second Xf in 1994, and experi¬ 
enced Australians who would; 
not be required by either their 
national or A teams. 

WaJsh has been out of 
contact recently because of h|is 
commitments with West bi- 
dies. Having returned from a 
tour of India, he is in Barba¬ 
dos helping to choose the teatn 
to visit New Zealand early 
next year. I 


Life in the shadows with Britain’s secret champion 


A small hall less than 
100 spectators, one re¬ 
porter and a raffle to 
supplement the takings: just 
another local amateur Christ¬ 
mas show, or so you would 
have thought Had I come to 
the right place? Was this 
where Lee Taylor, world 
champion, was appearing? 

There was not a poster to 
be seen in the mile walk from 
Shildon station to Sunnydaie 
Leisure Centre, nothing to 
confirm that the man whom 
his admirers say skates as 
elegantly John Curry used to 
was coming to entertain. No 
indication whatever that Tay¬ 
lor. in his first exhibition 
dose to home since winning 
the world title, was appearing 
in (he local Caprice club's 
Christinas production. 

Such is the world of roller 
skating. Most people lose 
interest after their first pair of 
kiddies' skates. The sport of 
roller skating receives no 
television and no sponsor* 
ship. Becoming Britain's first 
men's world champion at 
artistic roller skating has not 
changed Taylor’s life He Is 
still studying architecture 


David Powell finds Lee Taylor, the world’s 


best roller skater, still starved of recognition 


full-time at Newcastle Univ¬ 
ersity. still relying on his 
mother's deaning job to help 
with his expenses. 

Artistic roller skating is ice 
skating on wheels. Points are 
awarded for artistic impres¬ 
sion and technical merit 
There are three categories: 
figure skating, free skating 
(short and long programme) 
and a combination of the two. 
Taylor, at 21, is the combined 
world champion, his disci¬ 
pline comprising compulsory 
figures, short programme 
(two minutes) and long pro¬ 
gramme (four minutes). The 
. short free skating pro¬ 
gramme is made up of set 
elements of jumps, spins and 
steps. In the long pro¬ 
gramme, the skater has free¬ 
dom of choice. 

Taylor’s victory’ in the 
world championships, in Sal- 
somaggiore, Italy, was not 
expected — “1 would have 
been happy with third," he 
said — and the start he had 


could hardly have been 
worse. The day before he was 
due to leave for Italy, he 
snapped one of his skates and 
had to borrow his sister's 
pair. 

New skates take time to 
adjust, but, because sister 
Kay's were similar to his, 
Taylor needed only two days 
and was comfortable in them 
by the time his competition 
started. 


T 


I wo months on and 
with Taylor staging a 
series of demonstra¬ 
tions to promote the sport 
Kay is still waiting for her 
skates to be returned. "Since I 
came back from the world 
championships. I have been 
doing these exhibitions and 1 
have not had time to adjust to 
a new pair," Taylor said. 

The factors working 
against Taylor did not end 
there. Shildon. ten miles from 
his home in Darlington, and 
where most of his practice is 


done, does not have an inter¬ 
national size floor, not even 
dose. There is one at nearby 
Newton Aydiffe, but hire 
charges are more expensive 
and. given the skater’s 
outgoings — Taylor even had 
to pay £200 towards his costs 
to compete in the world 
championships — money is 
tight The best rink in Britain 

— Roller World at Colchester 

— is not ideally positioned for 
our world champion. 

Ian Watkins. Taylor’s 
coach, likens his skater to 
Curry because he is “athletic, 
artistic and moves effortless¬ 
ly". Had Taylor chosen ice 
skating and been equally 
successful, he would have 
received more than the split- 
second coverage he was given 
on the BBC’s Sports Review 
of the Year in (he section 
featuring Britain's minority 
sports world champions. 

“Ice skating would be nice, 
with all those incentives and 
shows, the professional cir¬ 
cuit as well" he said. “I have 
been a few times, but 1 could 
never get the hang of it" On 
rollers, though, he is as 
smooth as ice. 





Taylor displays the style that won his title in an exhibition 
at Shildon Leisure Centre. Photograph: Carl Rutherford 
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By radio standards, Carey Harrison’s audacious comedyis really 
spectacular. Happily, foe scenery does not get in tfe 

S < StmS^Snaniefiekis areTthey are the setyantsuf Kanspa 
plot, not its mastera. And what a plot it is on which, he has fh&uta • 
his king and queen, prince and princess, vizier, mukueetj 
knight and royal offspring who is halfmah, and halHimKatFfeg 
are all the fun and games that JldKentury Spain protabtynes^ 

Imew—and all the skulduggery fo at it proL- - ~ ’ 

Cookson. Fora Son gets the director it so' 


Arthur Smith mi die Floor. Radio 5 Live, SXfSpm. 

Four professional comedians and a __ 

part in this fbr-and-against debate about Christmas at uie loatksi 
School of Economics. I say for-and-against, but in truth; of thjyjOO 
undergraduates taking pan, only two have any a8ecttdn-&a-:tiK‘ 
season others call the season of good wilL Characteristic of tbf jest 
are sentiments such as: anyone who celebrates Christmas shodldie 
lined up and shot: it is a shame religion has crept into Christina^- 
Christmas is not as good as it used to be because all foe best She 
have already been on television. Arthur Smith, an alternative 
comedian, chairs the debate. For some reason, he canfiot^tL 
from booze. 
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RADIO 1 


WORLD SERVICE 


FM Stereo. 430«B Bruno Brookes 630 
Stew Wright 930 Simon Maya 1230 
Lynn Parsons, inducing at 12J30- 
1245pm Newsbeat 2.00 Mark Goodier 
4.00 Nk*y Campbefl with Drfvetime. 
including at 530445 Nswsbeat 7JOO 
Evening Session 930 Soundbite- Danny 
Kelly looks at Christas records 10.00 
Marie Raddifte 12.00-43G»n Clairs 
Stuigess 


RADIO 2 


FM Stereo. 630am Sarah Kennedy wtth 
the Earty Show 6.15 Pause far Thought 
7JO Wake Up lo Wbgan 9.15 Pause for 
Thought 930 Ken Bruce 11.30 Jimmy 
Young 230pm Gloria Hunrrtford MO Ed 
Stewart 5.05 John Dinn 7.00 For Better 
or for Worse: starring Su PoBarti and 
Gorden Kaye BjOO Country Chi:: pre¬ 
sented by Michelle Wright 9:00 PaJ 
Jones presents a matue of vintage 
rhythm and blues and the best of the 
recent releases BAS Gospel Train: 
Dufcrte Dccon presents Bryan Powel and 


AH times in GUT. 430am SBCjsfcijh' 
445 Fruhmagazai 530 NwijtfdUr BOO 
MorganmagazMe 630 Europe-Tode* 
730 News 7.15 '7he TWteafi c&fe 
730 Network UK 630 -News 8L1fi 
Words of FaKh 8.15 Good Books B30 
John Peel 930 News 935 BuNnse 
9.16 From Our Own Cbrrespcndat 
930 Fanning World 945 Spot moo 
Mows 1031 Asaigmard 1030 ft a . 
Fumy Old World 1T30 Nawdeak 
11.15 BBC Engteh 1145 Mttags-'. 
magazfn 1230 News 12.10pm Words 
of Faith 12.15 MuShrack 1245 Span ■ 
130 N8WBhour230 News 236 QutodO 
230 77» Thirteen Clocks 245 ThA 
Leaning.World. 330 News 3.15 T1»’ 
Greenfield Cofactan 430 News 4Q 
BBC Engfah 430 Haute AktueB 5«r 
News 53S Buatnesa 5.1 B BBC Enofah 
630 Newsdesfc «30 HeuftAMual 
Kateidoahop 830 News 8-Mt Wbnh ci 
F^th 8.16 The World Today630Europe 
Today 930 Newshour 1030' Ne*s- 
10.05 Business 10.15. Network tjf 
1045 Sport 1130 Newsdesfc 1130 ft 
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a oommsiity choirs the Abundant Lrte- — a-Funny--QW--World ^^1230- Nm 


Christian Centre. Bradford 1030 The 
Jamesons 1236am Steve Madden wfih 
Night Ride 330Alex Lester •• 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


12.15am Music Review 130 Newsiflff 
Outlook 130 On the Move 145 Sob* 
Concerns -230 -Newsdeak 230^-R» 
Woman h Slack 330 News 3.15 Spot 
330 Focus on Faith 430 NewaSasfc 
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530am Morning Reports 630 The 

Breakfast Programme 835 The Maga¬ 

zine, with Chns Choi, Inducing gt 940 
Film Review; 1035 Eironews; 1130 

Gut Reaction 1230 Midday with Mair. 

Including at 1234pm Moneycheck 235 

Ruscoe on Five, with Sybil Rusooe 430 

John tnverdale Nattonwide 730 News 

Extra, including at 730the day's sport In 

fuB 735 Women on Top 835 Arthur 

Smith on Ihe Floor See Choice 936 

SportsAmerica 1035 News Talk, with 

Pad Reynolds 11301'Hght Extra, includ¬ 

ing at 11 j 45 The Financial World Tonig^it 
12.05am fight Moves, with Sieve 
Sampson 235 Up Af Night, with 
Richard Dalyn 


CLASSIC FM 


630Mt Nek Bailey 9-GO rtanty Kefc 
1230 Susannah ■ Sfrnons zoopn 
Lunchtime Concerto 330 JarateQB 

630 Classic Reports, w«i Sarah Wed 

730 The Travel Guide: Robed Booth 

reports from Crete 830Euering Goreert 

1030 Mchael Mappta 130m Rabat 

Booth 


HCi-'" 


45 it vv:^' 


630m Paul Coyto 930 FfchaKjSdn- 

ner1230Graham Dene 43DpmVfaoA 

Uoyd730 Rauf Coyle 1130 Ittfc/tttt 

230-630em JaneyLeeGrace 


RADIO 3 


955am Weather 730 On Afr: 
Mendelssohn, an W.T. Best 
) Priests), 


(War March of the I 
Anon (Cypriot Advent 


antiphon: Orgxvktutem 
glona); Praetorius (Nun tomm 
der Headen Holland); Debussy 
(Images, Book II); 040 
Quartet CoSectian: \ 

(String Quartet in E l 
930 Composers of the Week: 
Moeran and Warlock. Warlock 
(Passing By); Moeran 
Fantasy Quartet), Warlock 


(Pass 
(Fant 

(The First Mercy; The Fox); 
Moeran (Vioin Concerto); 


Warlock (Plggesrtie) 

1030 Must cal Encounters, from 
Glasgow with Mary Miner. 
1030 Artist afthe Week: 

John Wallace, trumpet, plays 
Wagner (KaieermarschJ; 

1035 Mozart (Plano Concerto 
No 25 m C, K503); George 
Anthell (Trumpet Sonata); 
1130 Massenet (Sufle, 
Cendriitan): Petr Eben (Red 
Window, Windows, after 
March Chagall); Ravel (Violin 
Sonala) 

12.00 Ensemble: Mozart. Flute 
Quartet in D. K285 (Micbefe 
Lee; Members of the Abemi 
Quartet); Sonata In D. K576 
(Allan Schffler, piano); String 
Quartet in E flat. K428 
(Maagmi Quartet) (r) 

130pm Opera Matinee: Der 
Ring dee Nibeftmgen. The 
Bayreuth Festival Orchestra 
under James Levine performs 
Act i of Siegfried, ihe third 
nt of Waqi 


instalment of Wagner's epo 


cycle. Sung in German. 
' ang Schmidt in th 


Wollgang Schmidt in fria trite 
role and Deborah Polaski as 
Bninnhflde; 230 The 
Bayreuth r 
intervals i 


T Experience: Dunng 
in the Ring, (our 


vistas to (his year's Bayradh 
Festival dlscusa what It was . 
-Bte for them, beginning with 
Lord Gowrie, chairman of the 
: ^ ~Art& Councflr240 Ari 2; 435 

con<te!w^^^^4^15 
Act 3 

630The Music M a chine: Byte 
the Music. Mike Edwards 
explores how much of a live 
recording is really Dire . 

6.15 in Tune: David Gwen Norris 
with a seasonal edition from 
Birmingham. Including Buaon 
(SonanaNo4,lndtam ' 
Nativitetis Christi);-730. 
Purcell (Behold 1 Bring Glad 
Tidings) 

730 A Bach Evening: Bach 
(Orchestral Suite No 3 in D.. 
BWV1068; Cantata No W9: 
Gotl soil allein main Hera •' 
haben); 830 fntervat Joe 
Dunlop reads extracts from A ' 
General History of Music, .' 
written by Dr Charles Bunay. 
830 Bach (Concerto in D 
minor for two viofins, B W . 
1043; Orchestral Suite No4in 
0. BWV 1069) 

9.15 Utopia and Other Places: 

Third extract from the 
autobiography of Richad 
Eyre • ;.■• • 

935 A Serenade and a Sonata: 

Henaa (Serenade for sob 
cello); DSott Carter (Ceto 
Sonata) (r) 

10.15 Strange Anangment The 
composer, pianist and 
bandleader Carta Bley (i) . 
1045 Iflght Waves: Mfcftete 
Roberts explores tne history 
and practice of making 
stained glass windows _ 
11.30-1230am Voices. wSh law 
Burnside 
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RADIO 4 


535am Shipp™ Forecast 630 
News Briefing, Incl 6.03 
Weather 6.10 Farming Today 
635 Prayer far Ihe Day 630 
Today, lnd 630.730. 730, 
8.00.830 News 635. 735 
Weather 745 Thought lor the 
Day 840 Yesterday in 
Parliament 836 Weather 
9.00 News 935 The Moral Maze 
Ftebbt Hugo Gryn, Times 
columnist Janet Daley. 
Edward Pearce and Dr David 
Starkey 

1030-1030 News; No 

Commitment (FM ortf 
Simon Brett. Rosemary L 
and Nicola Pagstt slar m 
Seasonal Adjustment 
10.00 Daily Sendee (LW only) 
10.15 Children's Radio 4 
(LW only): Charlotte's Web, 
by E.S White. Read by 
William Hootkins (4/7) 

1030 Woman's Hour: Jen™ 

Murray Late to the 
neuroscientist Dr Susan 
„ ^ Greenfield, incl n.oo News 
1130 From Our Own 

1230 News; KluaS Yours, with 
Tasneem Siddcn 

1235pm The Year In Question; 

Brian Hayes referees the 
semi-final of the knockout 
nsws que between GMTv 
and Channel 4‘s A llfeek « 
, M ^Wcs t2 55 Weather 
100 The World at One, with Nick 
Clarke 

140 The Archera (rl 13B 
„ __ Shipping Forecast 
230 News; For a Son: See 
Choice 

3-00 Anderson Country, with 
Gerry Anderson 

4.00 News 435 Kaleidoscope 

The world's largest collection 

of European rfkKtrations 


445 Short Story: A Spirit -> 
Elopement. An amiabte ' 

- ™ by Ootikte Graves 

530 WIS30 a^ppfng Forecast/ 

, 535 Weather 

630 Six O'clock News 
630 Harry HtfTs Fruit Comer 
Dog and Bone. Last fn Ihe. 

, — ^ nes - *#h Ronnie Corbett 
News 735 Dw Arenas - 
730 The Canteen Ladles: Sarah 
Taylor meets Babs. Jane, '• 
Mary, Rita, Sharon and Trfeh,- 
fhe women who feed the staff 
a M bigShefflekf supermafkd 

B.0D Rhuba rb and Custard: - 
Robert Robinson investigates 

the nse and rise of ad-tib 
radio 

8.45 Medical Notes: Michael . - 
Obver on the life and death oi 
Franz Liszt 

ao ° iTake Sugar?- Ju* 
Graham presents the - 
iranme lor listsnera wflh 
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1045 Book at Bedtime: Brazzavfc 
1130 

y Second ki a semtfpgA 
oramemsation by Gregory- 
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Danny Kanaber and 
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TELEVISION 43 


Flash, bang, wallop, the end of the lines 


G iven the spiralling com¬ 
plexity of its plot there 
was always a possibility 
that Between the Lines (BBC 1) 
was going to disappear in a puff of 
smoke one day. In the event it 
went out with several puffs of 
smoke, a similar number of loud 
bangs and leaving enough loose 
ends to tie up a small town's 
Christmas presents. 

Had Tony and Harry really 
copped it in die explosive East 
Anglian denouement Apocalypse 
Now meets the River Stour? Did 
John Deakin really understand 
what was going on, or was he 
making it up as he went along like 
the rest of us? And what on earth 
had persuaded Sylvestra LeTouzei 
that full-frontal nudity could be 
justified by a script that allowed 
her Action Man boyfriend to sleep 
in his underpants? 

Alas, the answer to these and 
many other questions (did Deakin 
really have matching hand¬ 


kerchiefs for all his ties?) will never 
be known- Last night's episode 
was the last. No further series are 
planned. Appropriately, it was 
Deakin who put his finger on the 
problem this series has laboured 
under since our now less than 
dynamic trio were chucked out of 
the safe story-lines of the Com¬ 
plaints Investigation Bureau. “My 
rule in life," he told the man from 
MI6. “is to make sure the fewest 
people know die absolute mini¬ 
mum." His scriptwriters did not let 
him down. 

The cause of death of the series 
was acronym overdose. A script 
was not a script unless it included 
MIS (both on and off-side factions), 
MI6, the FBI, CIB. Amip and 
Ensis. ft was therefore no surprise 
that Pressman, the nice man at 
M15 who wanted to turn Ulster 
into a bloodbath, turned out to be a 
director of the ENO and a fan of 
the RSC 

But if it's TTFN (and almost 


certainly TTFE) to Between the 
Lines, there are elements l shall 
miss. Tony Doyle was magnifi¬ 
cently scheming as John Deakin 
and Tom Georgeson rock solid as 
Hany, especially in the difficult 
days before Harry met Eflie. As for 
Neil Pearson, earlier incarnations 
of Tony Clark have already estab¬ 
lished him as a fine serious, as well 
as comic, actor. Now irs time to 
move on. 

P erhaps to Hollywood. Or 
then again, perhaps not if 
he's been watching the ex¬ 
quisite torture that is Hollywood 
Kids (ITV). last night’s episode 
should have been compulsory for 
any parent looking forward to 
Christmas with something less 
than relish. Their offspring would 
seem positively angelic compared 
with the monsters on parade in 
Beverly Hills. 

Aware (but still perhaps not 
sufficiently aware) that many of 
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these Macauley Caulkin 
wannabes would not be familiar to 
a British audience, David Green 
and his team eased their exhausted 
editing machine down a gear or 
two. The tongue-tied Anna Paquin. 
Oscar-winning star of The Piano , 
got a whole three minutes. Long 
enough for her to say “I don’t 
know*' several times and long 
enough for Glenn Close icily to 
welcome her to grown-up Holly¬ 


wood; “I'm sure she had no 
concept of what she just did — 
she’s never done anything before." 
And may never do anything again 
that matches up to winning an 
Oscar at the age of nine, according 
to the actress Rosie O’Donnell; “1 
think her life is ruined right now." 

A singer called Jessica James, at 
12 years old a sawn-off hybrid of 
Barbra Streisand and Shirley 
Bassey, got five minutes. Long 
enough for her to introduce us to 
her ambitious father ~ "it really 
doesn’t matter which one of us 
makes the money" — and to her 
manager “This man is going to 
make me millions, billions, tril¬ 
lions.” Is that dollars or toys? At 
times, the preferred currency 
seemed unclear. 

The subject matter of the series 
inevitably means there is a fine 
line between ghastly fascination 
and yuk. I’ve had enough. Child 
Stars was a damn close cal1. But it 
was rescued by die former child 


stars who. in the series' hallmark 
style, knocked down the dream of 
endless fame and fortune as fast as 
their seven-year-old successors set 
it up. Some, such as Henry 
Winkler, had made the transition 
to showbiz adulthood successfully. 
Others like Danny Bonaduce, 
Danny from The Partridge Family 
had not. What fills the space after 
the fame has gone, the singing star 
turned waiter was asked? “Oh. 
drugs and cars and girls. Thai 
girls on drugs in cars. Even cars on 
drugs with girls." You just can’t 
keep a young pro down. 

T he programme took a long 
time to get to the ruthless 
exploitation that Hollywood 
is capable of. but it got there with 
Gary Coleman, the former child 
star of Different Strokes. It was 
another story that probably re¬ 
quired more explanation for Brit¬ 
ish viewers, but the stomach- 
turning injustices were readily 


apparent. “Not only did they take 
advantage of a kid with no 
kidneys.” said the man from the 
child star support group, “they 
took advantage of a black kid and 
they took advantage of a kid who's 
a midget" Yuk, I had had enough. 

A similar feeling of over-suffi¬ 
ciency filled me after Rhodes 
around Christmas (BBC 2). Gary 
Rhodes is an engaging fellow and 
a brilliant cook, but this “Nigel 
Kennedy of the kitchen” persona 
that he increasingly adopts is 
becoming a tad wearying. Last 
night he was indulged to the point 
of...indigestion? A new sports 
car to drive around in. a Dock¬ 
lands flat to cook in and a duet 
with Gary Glitter all proved too 
rich a festive pud for me. True, the 
dishes Rhodes did find time to pre¬ 
pare looked great But then if we 
all spent Christmas surrounded by 
piles of prechopped vegetables 
and frangipane-I-made-eartier. I 
expect ours would, too. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (99735) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News from Belfast (29796629) 
9.05 Bucky O’Hare (r) (8110464) 9.30 Tom Alone. 
Children's drama (rj (72358) 

10.00 News (Ceefax), regional news and weather 
(9795822) 10X15 Playdays (s) (5087025) 

10.30 Good Morning with Anne and Nick. Weekday 
family magazine presented by Anne Diamond and 
Nick Owen (s) (74342) 

12.00 News (Ceefax), regional news and weather 
(2739303) 12J5pm Pebble Mill. Alan Trichmareh 
presents the final of A Song for Christmas (s) 
(6039990) 12.55 Regional News and weather 
.. (14297464) 

1.00 One O’clock News (Ceefax) and weather (93990) 
1 JO Neighbours. Pam is tom between two lovers; and 
Gaby's job interview doesn't go as planned. 
(Ceefax) (s) (35470006) 

1.50 The Greet British Quiz. Two teems battle for a 
place in the Anal (s) (35474822) 

2.15 FILM: Robin Hood (1973). Disney's animated 
version of the tale of the legendary outlaw, includes 
the voices of Peter Ustinov and Teny-Thomas. 
Directed by Wolfgang Rergherman. (Teletext) 
(1437071) 

340 Cartoon (4743919) 3JS0 Brum (s) (2792025) 445 
The Animals of Farthing Wood. Last in the 
animated series (t). (Ceefax) (s) (4976280) 4J0 
Pirates (s) (6000193) 

435 Nswsround (4691822) 5.05 Blue Peter. A special 
festive edition (7346939) 

5.35 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (249754) 

6.00 Six O'Clock News (Ceefax) and weather (445) 

6 JO Regional news magazines (975) 

7.00 top of the Pops (Ceefax) (s) (5445) 

7J0 EastEndere. (Ceefax) (s) (209) 

8.00 toamij K ji Children’s Hospital. (Ceefax) 

(4193) 



Mike Smith with a festive edition (8J0pm) 

8 JO That's Showbusfness Christmas Special. Mike 
Smith introduces some of his favourite clips and 
guests in the 100 th edition of the panel game. 
(Ceefax) (s) (9700) 

9-00 Nine O’clock News (Ceefax). regional news and 
. weather (6396) 

9.30 Crocodile Shoes: The End. The fast episode of 
the drama serial starring Jimmy Nail as a northern 
factoryviKirkerwithdresv^df counby and western 
fame. (Ceefax) (s) (380735) 

10J0 Frankenstein — The True Story. Concluding 
Mary. Shefle/s classic horror story. (Ceefax) 
(499193) Northern Ireland; The Back Page 10.45 
Frankenstein — The True Story 12J0am Glad 
Tidings 12.30-2.15 FILM: Young Frankenstein: 
Wales: The Slate 10.50 Frankenstein — The True 
Story 1225am*2.10 FILM: Young Frankenstein 
11.55 FILM: Young Frankenstein (1974, bAw). Spoof 
horror starring Gene Wilder as Dr Frarhensfiein who 
travels to Transylvania to receive a family legacy. 
Directed by Mei Brooks.' (Ceefa$ (343735). 

1.40am Weather (3616526). Ends at 145 


7.00am Tales of the Tooth Fairies (r) (4976377) 7.05 
The Family Ness (r) (4975648) 7.10 Toxic 
Crusaders (r) (2387071)7 J5 Growing Up Wild (r) 
(s) (8150358) 

8.00 Breakfast News (Ceefax and signing) (9306006) 
8.15 THunderbirds (r). (Ceefax) (5796025) 

9.05 FILM: Parade (1974). The season of Jacques Tati’s 
13ms continues with the, he last (1078803) 

10 JO FILM: The Black StaiRon (1979) starring Mickey 
Rooney. Film adaptation of Waiter Farley's classic 
children's tale, dfrected by Carrol! Ballard. (Ceefax) 
(56194193) 

l2J5pm A Child’s Christmas In Wales. Dylan 
Thomas's prose evokes Christmas between the 
ware (s) (6184822) Wales (to 1.00): Dad's Army 
12.50 The Secret Gardens Brook Cottage in Oxfordshire 
(20977919) 1.00 Gordon T Gopher (r) (44961280) 
1.10 FILM: The Band Wagon (1953). Fred Astaire and 
Jack Buchanan kick up a storm in this musical. 
Directed by Vincent Minrtefti (99972822) 

3J0 News (Ceefax) and weather; The Beaver — 
Master Builder of the Animal Worid (6763735) 
3J0 News (Ceefax) and weather (4730445) 

4.00 Today's the Day. Semi-final (938) 

4JO The Food and Drink Christmas Quiz (r). (Ceefax) 
(s) (822) 5.00 Rhodes around Christmas (r). 
(Ceefax) (s) (6551) 



Paul Cola presents more conundrums (BJOpm) 

5 JO Catchword With Pail Cota (s) (174) 

6.00 FILM: The Flame and the Arrow (1950) starring 
Burt Lancaster as an ItaBan Robin Hood. Directed 
by Jacques Tourneur (32938) 

7 JO First Sight The Booze Runners. A look at the 
trade In Hfegal alcohol (551) Wales: Hi-Oe-Hi: East 
Matter of Fact; Mkflands: Midlands Report South: 
Southern Eye; South-west Close-Up; West 
Close-Up West 

8.00 te*8»fg3 Wildlife Showcase. Mountains of the 
BsKHa S Thunderer. (Ceefax) (s) (2735) 

8-30 Top Gear. Includes a report on the team who are 
driving 1600 miles across the outback (s) (8342) 
9.00 The X Files. Two FBI agents investigate cases of 
the paranormal. (Ceefax) (s) (323209) 

9.45 E^asa as The Travel Show Christmas Special 
(s) (656280) 

10 JO Newsnfght (Ceefax) (122193) 

11.15 FILM: True Confessions (1981). Robert De Niro 
stars as a poetically ambitious priest whose brother 
(Robert Duvall) is a tough policeman. They take their 
relationship for granted inti) a murder comes 
between them. Directed by Ulu Grosbard (s) 
(101551) 1 JJOam Weather (6661255) 


VtdaoPtuM- and the Video PfutCodas 
The nunbere rwt U each TV prognnvne temg are video FteaCooe” 

nmbem Much Won you to poaarmre jwr teJap recorder nsurtifcr 

aVkJ*crta+’*tanri3ei.ViaeoKie*cj«Bei»ea««nnwawJ«» 1 jp« 

pw Video PUsCode ter fw oegtamns )«u wMi to reasd. Ft* more 

oetsfe cal WdeoPte on 0K» i2i2tn (cafe coat 36pmn drop rate. 

48o*m« outer Mmetf or arte to VtdecAa*. Acomer L«J, S hwy House. 

PWMtonWhsrt, London SWi am. Wtecffet* p). Puscode(“1 md 
VMM ftogammer are trademarks at Gamer Dewtopmerf Ud 


CHOICE 


Witness: The Morehouse Men 
Channel 4,9.00pm 

Morehouse College in Atlanta. Georgia, was founded 
by white missionaries after the American Civil War to 
train former slaves. Alumni include Martin Luther 
King, the film-maker Spike Lee and [he athlete Ed 
Moses. The regime is strict. Students arriving at the 
start of a new year soon get the message: “You ainl 
here to play games." Secret ceremonies lasting into the 
small hours are designed to promote brotherhood and 
pride. The programme foDows the college through an 


fiery . _ 

preach on campus. Meanwhile, an untypical student 
from the wrong side of the tracks struggles to keep 
pace with his more privileged colleagues. 

Wildlife Showcase: Mountains of the Thunderer 
BBC2.8.00pm 

The mountains are the Andes of South America and 
the thunderer the local name for the largest Dying bird- 
in the world. This is the condor, a vulture with a 10ft 
wing span, striking black and white plumage and a 
sure nose for a tasty raeaL At least it eats only dead 
meat, thus sparing us footage beloved of wildlife film¬ 
makers in which predators swoop on their prey and 
proceed to rip it bloodily apart Instead we focus on the 
condor's reproductive habits, though these can hardly 
be called prolific Chicks arrive at the rate of only one 
every two years and are not mature until they reach 
the age of six. But since condors can live for more than 
60 years, there is obviously no hurry. This is the last 
film in an outstanding senes. 



Elliott Gould is In San Francisco (BBC2, 9.45pm) 

The Travel Show Christmas Special 
BBC2,9.45pm 

What distinguishes The Travel Show from rivals on 
BBC! and ITV is that it is not afraid to say if the 
beaches are diny and the hotels unfinished. But this is 
the festive season and an excuse to lower the critical 
guard- The tone is set when instead of fronting the 
programme from Manchester airport. Fenny Junor is 
among tile health spas and vineyards of the Napa 
Valley in California. Filmland bulks large. Elliott 
Gould looks for the real San Francisco and bumps into 
Francis Ford Coppola while Laurie Pike walks the 
streets of Hollywood in search of the stars and their 
homes. Elsewhere, the National Lottery host Gordon 
Kennedy, heads for the ski slopes and Alison Goldie 
mingles with the octogenarians of Palm Springs. 

ChUdren’s Hospital 
BBCI, 8.00pm 

The troubles of two small boys feature in the final 
programme of a series which has often been as much 
about the agonies of parents as the suffering of their 
offspring. The Whysall household is devastated when 
six-year-old Spike is taken to intensive care after a car 
accident. He has a badly broken leg and a head injury 
that could mean permanent brain damage. At the 
same time Michael Skinner, a chirpy fiveyear-oid, is 
bade in hospital for more operations to stretch his 
throat and ease his eating difficulty. The staff 
meanwhile, are not looking forward to the disruption 
of building woric as the hospital embarks on ooe of its 
biggest expansions. Peter Waymark 


CARLTON 


&00am GMTV (681 3396) 9 25 The Naw Adventures of 
He-Man (r) (8125396) 9JO James Bond Junior (r) 
(1944532) 10.15 Bananas in Pyjamas (4139700) 
10 JOHN News headlines (7389223) 10-25 London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (8739764) 

10JO FILM: Dance till Dawn (1989). Teen comedy 
following the agony and ecstasy of the senior prom. 
With Alyssa Milano and Brian Bloom. Directed by 
Pail Schnieder (15761613) 12J0pm London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (6339367) 

12J0 News (Teletext) and weather (8997209) 12 J 5 
Emmerdale (r). (Teletext) (8892700) 1 JS Home 
and Away (Teletext) (53366716) 1J5 Gardeners’ 
Diary (80807445) 

2J5A Country Practice (s) (92004025) 2JO The 
Young Doctors (8935367) 

3-20ITN News headlines (Teletext) (6465025) a >5 
London Today (Teletext) and weather (6464396) 

3 JO FILM: The Undefeated (1969) starring John Wayne 
and Rock Hudson. After the Civil War a Union 
colonel and his adopted Indian son lead a herd of 
3,000 horses into Mexico; however, they run into an 
- exodus of Confederates heading the same way. 
Directed by Andrew V. McLagien (13561464) 

5-40 JTN Early Evening News (Teletext) and weather 
(842990) 

5.55 Your Shout. Viewers’ opinions (291358) 

6.00 Home and Away (r). (Teletext) (613) 

6 JO London Tonight with Alastak Stewart and Fiona 
Foster. (Teletext) (193) 



Norman Bowler and Claire King (7.00pm) 

7 JO Emmerdale. Frank and Kim remarry. (Teletext) 
(7613) 7 JO The Big Story (s) (377) 

8.00 The Bill: Fail Guy. Skase goes a little too far to get 
a result. (Teletext) (9261) 

8.30 The Cook Report. Roger Cook and his team of 
investigators make fife uncomfortable for more 
shady characters (8386) 

9.00 Finney starring David Morrissey and John McArdle. 
In the final part of the drama, Finney disowns Tom 
and confronts the dark secrets from the past which 
have haunted him all his life. (Teletext) (s) (8629) 
10 JO News at Ten (Teletext) and weather (54484) 

10 J 0 London Tonight (Teletext) and weather (516613) 
1040 Revelations. Drama following the fortines of a 
bishop and his family (s) (898613) 

11.10 Kg City wfth Paul Ross and Carolyn Marshall (s) 
(244602) 

11.40 Worid Cup Ski Extra from St Anton in Austria 
(299174) 

12.10am The Beat (r) (s) (2895304) 

I.IOThe Utile Picture Show (r) (s) (7165491) 

2.10 The Album Show (r) (a) (5905217) 

3.10 America’s Top Ten (r) (s) (70140097) 

3.40 Quiz Night with Stuart Hal/ (66854236) 

4.10 Donahue. Burt Reynolds talks about his off/bn 
divorce and his past relationships with other leading 
ladles (5752287) 

5J0Vkfeofe6hrOn (r) (32588) 

5J0 ITN Morning News (22052). Ends at 6.00 


CHANNEL 4 


6J5am Tenytoons (7088629) 

7 JO The Big Breakfast (10613) 

9 JO Pugwall (r) (68613) 9JO Spacecats (r) (98396) 

10 JO Prostars (r) (5071464) 10.25 Batman (Teletext) 
(1735025) 10JO The Adventures of Super Mario 
Brothers (r) (9313464) 

mSTtaUn (r) (9266193) 11JO Kelly (r) (46071) 

12 JO If Wishes Were Horses (r) (si (51377) 

12.30pm Sesame Street with actor Bill Irwin (48290) 

1 JO Meericats. Cartoon (r) (91483) ■ 

2.00 FILM; Night and Day (1946). Hollywood-style 
btopfo of songwriter Cole Porter played by Cary 
Grant With Alexis Smith and Monty Woolley. 
Directed by MfchaBi Curtiz (77206241) 

4 JO What a Hog. Norwegian cartoon (5892648) 

4J0 Fifteen to One (Teletext) (s) (990) 

5.00 RickI Lake. The American chat show host meets 
two men who refuse to have anything to do with 
Christmas, much to the dismay of their wives and 
children. (Teletext) (s) (5367822) 

5 JO Tenytoons (214209) 

6.00 Home Improvement Comedy series about an 
American D1Y television personality (r). (Teletext) (s) 
(483) 

6J0 Roseanne (r). (Teletext} (s) (735) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (Teletext) and weather (787667) 
7.50 Black Christmas: Shooting Stare with Josette 
Simon (s) (914377) 

8.00 Beat that Einstein. In the final show ot the current 
series, Richard Vranch challenges the team to 
recover a piano stranded In the middle of a lake. 
(Teletext) (s) (7803) 

8J0 Spirit of Trees. This week Dick Warner visits an 
Irish "money tree" and joins a group of 
contemporary tree-worshippers in Glastonbury. 
(Teletext) ( s) (6938) 

9 JO gA j B Wfet j Black Christmas: Witness — The 
Morehouse Men. (Teletext) (6071) 

10 JO A Night on Mount Edna. In December 1990 the 
housewife and superstar Edna Everage threw open 
her exclusive Swiss chalet for a celebrity party. 
Guests included Julio Iglesras, Gina Lollobriglcfa. 
Charlton Heston and Mel Gibson (r). (Teletext) 
(2920303) * V . 

11-05 Black Christmas: Get Up, Stand Up. Last in the 
current series of the fast-moving comedy sketch 
show with Malcolm Frederick, Chris Trimmings and 
Angie Le Mar (s) (472303) 

11J5 Black Christmas: Shoaling Stare with 
saxophonist Steve Williamson (s) (442464) 



Francesca Annie, Kyle MacLachlan (11.40pm) 

11-40 FILM: Dune (1984). Kyle MacLachlan. Francesca 
Arm and Sting star in Darid Lynch’s exsraofdinsay 
science-fiction epic based on the cult novel by 
Frank Herbert (s) (49275209) 

2.15am FILM: The Ghost Tram (1941, tyw) starring 
Arthur Askey as a scatter-brain who tackles an 
espionage ring operating under the guise of a 
haunted railway fine. Directed by Waiter Forde 
(4663120). Ends at 3.40 
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ANGLIA 

A* London except &S0am COPJ 
(1944532) 10.15-1020 Cartoon Time 
(4130700] 10.30 Rkta a WW Pony 
(577B999Q)1Z10pm-1Z20 Warner Catoon 
(1653923, 3.55 The Young Doctors 
(35468261) 2JB An (rwKafion to Remember 
(32096006) 250-3-20 Take the High Road 
(3335367] 350 The Apple Dumping Ganfl 
R)des fig an (345396) 9L104MO Shorttend 
Sheet (4209268) U&-7JB An^a News 
(984087) 1040 Meiquee (898813) 11-10 
The Equate* (753483) 12.10am Obsessed 
(7S1539 2J0a Top Ten (94435) 250 Gkt in 
the HeacMnas (854033] 405 JoMnder. 
(49991694) 45&5.S0 CUB the Mate 

CENTRAL 

As London except 950 C.OPJ 
(5944532) 10.15^1050 . Cartoon Time 
(4430700) 155 A Cwnsy Practice 
(35468261) Z20 Surrtw* (93096006) 250 
340 Take the High Road (0635367] 350 
The Apple Dumping Gang Again 
(345396) 5.104150 ShoMand Street 
(4308258) &2S-750 Central News and 
Weather (984087] 11.10 B L Soyhar 
(868209) 1JHam-l-IO Picfite (6858781) 
3.10 Oute-Nght (70140697) &40-&2O 
Jofcfinder (112830) 

GRANADA 

A* London e xcept: 950 C-O.PJS 
(1944532) 10.15-10^0 Cartoon Time 
(4139700) 1050-1250 Dance ta Daen 
(15761613) 1258 Shortla nd St re al 
(8892700) 120 Home and Amy (53368716) 
155 fitter DowfcW (2D90396) Z5M20 
Ensnerdeta 0835367) &.10-5.40 A Cotmy 
Practice (42092689 658 Grenada Tonigh t 
Special (964067) 7.00-7,30 E nn wdate 
(7613) 11.10 Prisoner CedBtoCfc H (752483) 
12 . 10 am Omened (731326) 250 Amen- 
ca'a Top Ten (&443S) 2 J 30 Girl in the 
HaadBnes (854033) MS Jotfrxfer 

HTV WEST 

A* London esca p e MO . C0P5 
(1644532) 10-13-1020 Cartoon Tune 
(4139700) 1-55 STurtmastBis (80807445) 
a 25 GaidertneTlme PZ0953T7) 25&3JO 
Shorifend Sreet (8436280) 3J0 The Apple 
Durr^tfng Gang TfidesAgsto (345396) 5.10- 
5.40 A country PraSfce. (4208268} 655 
Home and Away .CWBM Bi*-W>0 HTV 
News (964087) 1040 A Uttnca to live 
(598629) H AO SpeeW Report. C3»174) 
TZlOan Obeessed (731526) 2-00 Top Ten 
(94435) 2-30 Gri in (jw Heedfoes (8S4033)_ 

HTV WALES 

As HIV WEST QKCflpfc 6J6-7.00 Wajes^ 
Tongs (984087) 1040-12.1Opm Nsety 

Hero (5025629) 


MERIDIAN 

. As . London except: B-SOam C.OP.S 
(19445321 10.15-1020 Cartoon Tme 
(4138700) 1050 Disney's RMe a Wid Pony 
(57768990) 12 . 1 Opm-1250 Warner Cenoon 
(1653622) 135 A Country Ptacws 
(35468261) 220 Crossroads - 30 Ytoere On 
(92096006) 250020 Shortiend Sneer 
(8935367) *50 DieneyV the Apple Dump- 
flng Gang Odes Aprto (34538S) 5.10*40 
Home- end Away (4209268) 650 Mertten 
Tonight (613) 650750 Time Off (183) 
1050 Nfahtnare at BBer Creek (44447377) 
1Z20em-12-S0 Coach (B334461) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As London . except: 050 - C.C.PS 
(1944532) 10.15-1020 Cartoon Tme 
(4139700) ‘ 155 Codon , on Canws 
(60807445) 2-25-2.55 The Suirivans 
(92005377) 350 DiStY^s the Apfte Durap- 
Ung Gang Ridsa Again (345396) 5.10640 
■Home and Aeay '(42CS268) 650-750 
Weatcountry Live (79261) 10.40 
WadEOuttyfdcus (898613) 11.10 Prison* 
CeS-Btocfc H (752483) 12.10am Obsessed 
' (731SSQ 250 Top Ten (94435) 250 Gif to 
the HaadBnes (964033) 455. Jobfinder 
(49991694) 45S-5.30 Cue the Music 

YORKSHIRE 

As London amrapt MO &O.P.S 
(1944532) ' 10.15-1020 Cartoon Time 
M1397IW1 * Couney Pracflca (35468261) 
250220 Dr Qubm. Medcne Woman 
(1149964) 250 Dbneys the Apple tXsnp- 
Ung-Garj RKKe Again (345396) 6.10-5-40 
Home end Asway (4200288) 558 Calendar 
017280} 55M50Run«|y (193) lOAOThe 
CWBOdar Year (B9881^ 11.10 Prisoner Cefl 
Sock H (322254) l2JDSam AbsoUon 
. (710033) 130 Amertca's Top Ten (219 0101) 
250 Cinema. Oneroa. Cmoma (1348782) 
250 Sebastian. (779743) 450450 Job- 
finder 0907120) 

S4C 

startfe 750IhB »g SraeMast 110613) 050 
Pugwafl (68613) 950 Space Cato (96396) 
1050 Prt>Btars (5071464) 1025 Barman 
(1735025) 1050 Soper Mano Brahes 
(9313464) 1155 THto (9266193) 1150 
KaUy (7071) 1250pm ifWIshed Ware Hornes 
GTS77) 1250 Slot Menhrin 06»4) 1.00 
Whet (tes Bedome Of Us (97667) 250 The 

AdrtabbCfctan (10TC3 Ute 

(1523700) 450 Die C^y Shwr WO) SOO 

5 Pimp (8919) 3J0 Fifteen To Gb (342) 
600 HewyMon (H72209) 620 Heno 
(907938) 750 Ftod Y Gam (1463 ) 750 Wr 
Q Ghrt [65209) 850 Nemo (®3S) 9-00 Ana 
-Straeon O' ano (42SS223) 

Weal (512463) 1250w» Night G» Mown 
Edna (47410) 150 Desmonds (75385) 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


650am The DJ KtO Show (31939532) 045 
Cartoons (5625629) 950 Card Shahs 
(16716) 1050 Concentration (1680754) 
1055 Dynamo Duck (7190735) 1030 
Candid Camera (86067) 1150 Safty Jessy 
Raphael (33532) 1250 The When Peasart 
(23957) 1250pm E SireeJ (10632) 1-00 
FWcon Crea (15087)250The Ps8te(16377) 
350 The Di*ee oi Menard (3906280) 35D 
The OJKA Show (52S8648) 550 Star Trefc 
The Next Generation (8174) 650 Games- 
nortd (4087) 650 BtocMusrers (8681) 750 
E street (9603) 750 M*A*S*H (7561) 850 A 
MtodtoKM( 7470q 1 050Star Tiafc The Nad 
Generation (66735) 1150 Ute Show wiff> 
David leOermen (99144S) 11-45 Chances 
(825667) 12.45am Barney Mtef (13439) 
1.15-155 Night Court (11192) 


SKY NEWS 


News on thri hour. 

650am Sunrise (7736071) 950 Extra 
(36356) 1030 ABC (B4623) 1150 

New and Business (738025) i JOpm CBS 
Nawe (23396) 250 Menrunas Of 1970-1989 
(89)71)350 Beyond 2000 $446)450 News 
end Business p«ei) 650 Use el Fhw 
(8716) 650 Tailback (4SB84) 650 NewB 
and Business (28803) 950 WortMde 
Report (74087) 1150 CSS News (58626) 
1250am ABC News (2467Q150 TeKrack 
Replay (88875) 250 Memories (41781) 350 
Beyond 2000 ©3529) 450 CBS News 
(21678) 350-650 ABC News (62884) 


SKY MOVIES 


656am SlKMCsae $8911261) 1050 
Switching Pararts (1983) (21640) 1250 
The Last of SheBa (1973) (13280) 250pm 
Where tba-River Rime Hack (1968) 
(57DB7) 450 Oris Juat Warm* Have Fan 
(1985) (14298280) 558 SwttoWng Parent* 
(1993): As 10am (88397025) 750 H New* 
Week in Review (9919) 850 Honeymoon 
to Vegas (1992) (38884551) 9^0 The T*mp 
naaS) (536203) H50 The tmur CMb 
[ 1991) (2S65044S) I-40am The Mn 
Ramrar (1991) (92270698) X404.15 Bnica 
v BBS 03841499) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


How to Stem * Won (1986) 
(74236193) 655 Moonst r uck (1987) 

(44073700) 1050-1 ZOO National Lam¬ 
poon's Bkopean Vacation (1985) (26667) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 


850am My barfing O em a nfl ne fl846) 
$9803) 850 SpUannsn: Cm 

Caper/Curao of Rave (1978) (25071)1050 

Prancar (1989) (1S905 1255 Keep Tea 


> 11830) (11822) 250pm The 
Desk Sat (1957) (55629) 450 S plden nfer 
Oon CapvTCwse of Rave; As Bam (1648) 
650The Btfie (1992) {8819^ 850 Ctapfln 
(1982) (84539735) 1025 Double Impact 
(1991) (414377) 12.18am Joy (1984} 
(878856) 155 Dncala Rtatng (1992) 
(3436148) 35055S Amartcan He (199^ 
197568878) 

• For more IAn totonnation, see the 
Vision supplement, pirtflahed Saturday 

SKY SPORTS _ 

750am Soccer News (4110651) 7.1S WWF 
Chefenge (488261) 8.15 Socora Mews 
(7017281) 030 Extreme (48938) 950 
Aerobics tte Style (25551) 1050 Seltog — 
Whrtfcraad Hound (he Worid Race (12087) 
1250 Aerobics Oc Ssyte (86174) 1250pm 
Rugby Uraon (18280) 250 Boots V Al 
Ctssones Speaai (58377) 350 Gctf (85342) 
450 Warersports World (77377) 550 WWF 
Action Zone (2532) 850 Soccer News 
<387754) 6.15 S pots O eaacs (382209)850 
Rmfy Union QOS) 750 Goff Cannon 
Shoot-Out (94613) 950 GoH (16754) 1050 
Soccer Ne«s (888209) 1015 The A to Z o( 
Sport (62020B) 11.16 Ftustoy Union (848900) 
11-46 GoV Cannon. Bhoot-Ou (816822) 
1.45-2-46«ni Gotf (503323) 

EUROSPOHT _ 

750am Step Aerobics (84280) 850 
Eon J astiten am (184451 950 Uve Atoma 
SWng (91280) 1050 Fieealyie SWing 
(57377) 1150 Live Alpine Swing (28416) 
150pm-Karting (10690) 250 Motors Maga- 
5ne (43445) 350 Eurotun (3648) 350 
SnowboanSng (4629) 450 AJpme S**ig 
(62446) 550 Tnatton (27133) 650 
Eisoepori Nm (7183) 750Comber Sports 
(1283a 650WtssUng (983581950 Footbel 
(91882) 10.00 Tractor PtAig (11209) 1150 
GoV (81193) 1250-I250am News (29679) 

SKY SOAP _ 

850«n loving (1727648) 850 Peyton Place 
(1726819) 950 As the world Tuns 
(8991S38) 1050 GuXting Ltfu (^33700) 
te World (80864641 


1150-1250 Anotherl 

SKY TRAVEL 


1250 Oscouer rev World (1720735) 
1250pm Uds Down Under (7389464) 150 
Quang Via Gate (0090290) 150 P ierre 
Fmey'S CooMnfl in Ameraa (7388735) 250 
Am6ncanAdverAiBr(49GGD87)250Yefiorv- 
srme National Park (30752091350 Deoover 
Your Wbrid (4914822) 350 The Way ot Ule 
0070754) 450 .Crus*g The Globe 
(303261) 450 KJds Down Under (3065445) 
550 YetoMSone National Parte (4628667) 
650 Cookng to America (3079K5) £50 



Cher stars In Moonstruck 
(Sky Movies Gold, &05pm) 

G c s awgr (3076838) 650 American ArKav 
lurer (3050990) 750 Discover Yow Worid 
(4806303) 750 Aland the World In 30 
Mnues 0056174) 850 Sky Trawl Gmde 
(732064S) 950 Getaway (9063561) 950 
Hong Kdng (7296700) 1050 Dhre — MSmi 
(1721464) 1050 Coohng in Amenca 
(1634964)1150 Getaway (9375396)1150- 
1250 The Way ot Lite (4289X6) 

TLC_ 

950am Sugacrart (35138131 050 l-6gh 
Days (4579183) 1050'Paieras (B403390) 
1050Only Huron (TSBOffi^ 115t>n^tior 

Wtang (8182067) 1250 Sck Kids (3606377) 
125t^an Cash n Hand (4580209) 150 High 
Days (7*17700) 150 SugescraA (4572280). 
250 Draw with Don (533781B3) 2.15 Extra 
Dimensions (4218006) 350 Flowemg 
Pasgtone {6875754) 350450 Funfiura to 
Go (4301025) 

UK GOLD _ 

750am The Sultans (5718777) 750 
Nagtibous (6283862) 650 Sons and 
Deugtaers (3605648) 650 EaoEndere 


(3604919) 950 The BB (3515071) 950 
Cokfttz $>174735) 1050 The Lotos Eaters 
(46868280) 1155 The SuBwans (11281551) 
1250 Sons end Dautfters (3606735) 
1250pm Neighbours (4582667) 150 East- 
Enders (6168218) 150 The BH (4581938) 
250 Robm's Nest (6866377) 250 I Dttr« 
Know You Cared (42089381 XOO Knots 
UraSng (6188261) 450 Dynasty (9107396) 
550 Every Second Carts (8562193) S56 
Top of toe Pops (8877880) 655 Terry vrd 
ire 0J107984) 650 EaatEndsra (4290919) 
750 The Two Ronnies (5820342) 850 I 
Datat Know You Cared (6773613) 850 
Rota's Nest (6865048) 950 Minder 
(5022754) 1050 The BB (3609484) 1050 
Top at toe Fops (1789718) 1150 Rory 
Bremnsr (4656629) 1250Dr Who (4644048) 
1250am Scrtetv’rf Wry (8980965) 1.10 
Squadron (173525?) 2.10 Shopping a NJgrt 

THE CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 

B-OOem Best ot Drotoee TVib (2061?) 750 
Retken IB (5134822) 7.15 Head to Head in 
30 (3135735) 755 Gtttfekf aid Friends 
(7200629)755 Saved by the Bel (8782984) 

Dreamsione (40445) 1050 Round ha Twlai 
0926(9 1150 Eek the Cal (28025) 1150 
Beakman's World (29754) 1250 Sasrt 
Darrgs (20532) 1250pm Bots Master 
(70025) 150 PugwaffG Sonmer (79445) 
150 Degreed Junior tflgh (73396) 250 
Gtastbusters D445) 250 SupeiDave (9716) 
250 Tc Tec Toons (8887551) 3.15 Bobby’s 
World (700218) 355 Heal la Head in 3D 
(5668236) 450 The BOS Master (3396) 
450550 Saved by toe BeB ( 22 BC& 

NICKELODEON _ 

7.00am Kick’s Christmas Cracker (B5S1&) 
750 Derm the Last Obvwai* (97754) 850 
Teenage Mutant Hero Tirtes (B1629) 850 
Rooters Modem LOe (18700) 950 Nick's 
Christmas Pick (97280) 950 Ctartsea 
(23193) 1050 Gnmmy (48890) 1050 
Carmen Santiago (93464) 1150 KJer 
TUmatoes (848671 1150 Ran end Stmpy 
(65399) 1250 Pee-WBe (847161 12J0pm 
Galaxy High School (3420$ 150 Doug 
(77990) 150 Artto and toe Chipmunks 
(26230) 250 Denrer the Last Dinosaur 
(7067) 250 Speed Racer (5358) 350 
Carmen Santiago (3822) 350 Hey Dudal 
(3713) 450 Nick's Christmas Pick 0938) 
450 Dix« (8822) 55Q Qanssa (4254) 650 
Gnrrmy (9367) 650-750 Dracuta (3598) 

DISCOVERY _ 

450pm Deep Ptodb (0105333) 550Won* 
(4822367) 555 Man Eaters (5163183) 650 
Beyond 2000 (4495700) 750 Encyclopedia 
Gatecfca (6866735) T50 Myasrtous World 


(4287445) 850 Fork in (he Road (6877483) 
850 Skybound (6858900) 950 Special 
Forces (6194822) 850 Crime Stater 
(4560445) 1050 Christmes Star (5023483) 
1150 The Beer Hunter (6108867) 1150- 
1250 Lien the Wid (B40&174) 

BRAVO _ 

1250 FILM: A Wid Altar (1865). Comedy 
wto Nancy Kwan (8410280) 250pm 
toirtyeomettag (S408445) 350 My Three 
Sons (6863280) 350 The Bewrty Waffles 
(4288551) 450 FILM: The Adveroures at 
Bbokaroo Banzai Across toe Bghto Oroerv 
ston (1964) (6674386) 600 Death VeOey 
Days (4284735) 650 I Spy (4829700) 750 
Car 54, Where Are You? (4101071J 850 
toirtyaamething (5004358) 950 The TwSght 
Zone (8196648) 950 FILM The Gods Must 
Be Crazy 11 (1990) (9423822) 1150-1250 
Hogan’s Heroes (8323700) 

UK LIVING _ 

650em Agony Hour (2940838) 750 Living 
ttighlghu (8548648) 650 The Treatment 
(2485067) 850 Women Mean Bustoen 
(2484358) 950 Dm Stntti (7945358) 956 
Definition (673882Q 1050 TiMa Trap 
(9480025) 1050 Susan Powtt (2497822) 
1150 Yomg and Restless (8549532) 1250 
Through toe IffAtog Glass (1087754) 
1253pm xamy (9*0209) 150 Famly 
Attain (7488829) 250 Agony Hour 

(9481754) 350 tMig Magaztoe (7888006) 
346 Gtactiags end Gtemorr (17622754) 
450 Mteuaoon UK (5876735) 450 Defini¬ 
tion (188955325 456 MastBntef (4945754) 
950 Kste end AdBe (5785071) 650 Material 
WOrld (5782984) 650 Mr end Me (5679464) 
750LMngMagsrine (9224648) &50 Young 
and Resaess (8Z3395) 950 FILM'. Coma 
(B043CS32) 11.10 Gladrags 150-1250 Ihe 
Susan Pwrler Show (9486209) 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

550pm TVtm (5025) S50 Boogto'a Oner 
(3532) 650 African Skies (5795) 650 
Tttoich the Keyhole (4025) 750 Trivial 
PureuB (5261)750The WondtrYaere (5839) 

[563^1o!w^^^^f&1^1M^ 
Tntto (47209) 1150 Lou &8rB (89822) 
1250 Rhode (49781) 1250pm Big Broffisr 
Jete (96)01) 150 GP (64255) 150 Trwtf 
Pursuit (616SQ 250 Mocnitfsing (47217) 
350 Leu Grant (63304) 4.00 Rhoda (80385} 
450550 Big Braner Jeke (4512D) 

MTV _ 

550am Aw*B on toe Wltoskfe (S7410) 650 
The Grind (51651) 750 Awake On toe 
WBdsfde (68464) 8.00 VJ Ingo (B70735J 
1150 Sotti (77687) 1250 GreffiesA Has 


(5196CI) 150pm Afternoon Mix (63396) 350 
Sports C2938] 350 Coce-Cob Report 
(4313349) 355 OnemeSC (3868254) 450 
News (69601931 4.15 3 from 1 (6050716) 
450 DMi MTV (1838) 550 Musk: (72613] 
650 Rock AM Rng (144822) 950 Beavts 
and Butl-Haad (89919) 1040 Coca-Cola 
Report (BB07S4) 10.15 Ctoemaflc (685200) 
1050 News (332613) 10.45 3 horn 1 
M33396) 1150 The End? (95613) 150are 
SoU (81528) 250 The Grind (91491) 250 
NiQftt Videoc (924410) 

VH-1 __ 

740em Crarfrg from toe 
(8088S1) 950 Cate (8478358) 1200 
Bridge (3356342) 150pm Ten ot the Best 
Snonr (96719901 250 Heen and SoU 
(9538358) 350 Into the Music (9043387) 
650 Prime Cuts (7293613) 740 For You 
(731335Q) 8.00 Rock (73220061 940 Ten 01 
toe Best (7239342) 1040 The Bridge 
(8891984) 1150 Today's Top Five (4288464) 
1240 The NiEWly (9249217) 240am Prene 
Cute (4538684) 340 Hock (7976743) 440 
Ten Ot the Best Jon Bon Jowl (9213528) 
S40-7.00 Down Patrol 

CMT EUROPE _ 

Coirtiy nunc from 6am to 7pm inducting 
440 CMT Deferey Room540 Saturday J*te 
Dance Ranch 640 Big Tcka 
TV ASIA _ 

640em Person Dawn (30887) 740 Asial 
Morning (67342) 850 Buniyaad (40342) 
950 RsMstanl Ffl-M. KUEhboo (598629) 
1250 Ghar @3358) 150pm Send (03071) 
150 Kasttcooi (56822) 240 >*ri FILM. 
Bafthuti (42302S) 940 TVA end You (2651) 
550440 (7358)740GGG (1803) 

750 Ohun Dnamaka (9551) B40 News 
(9321)850ftaklstan Bitaeas Report (6358) 
840 Hind FILM: Vbhwaatma (2S754) 
1240Asian Momtog (7799*6) 15Sam Stoht 
and San) (31341588) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Cootinuou* c ai lo o ns from Sam to 7pm, 
then TNT flh» a balow. 

Theme: Amazing Adventures 
7.00pm The Secret Garden (1949) 
(48017551) MS TIM Happy Yean (19504 
(70654)7*1 ' 

Theme. Bast of Brum 
10.43 KB or Cire (1962) (49919700) 
1255am Dm Magrttic&re Swan Deadly 
am (1571) (©367255) 226540 Foal- 
man’s Knock (1961) (35485694) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN provides 24-hour news and OVC Is 
ftiahoimshepfdqgchannat 
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Tufnell must do England a good turn 




■ 'M •. 


■ • ; s 


Tufnelh highly talented 
but temperamental 


IT WAS In this city, four Christmas¬ 
es ago, that a spin bowler of 
plodding gait, sulky demeanour 
and dubious reputation played his 
first Test match. The crowds, identi¬ 
fying an imathletic larrikin, taunted 
the new arrival, but England hu¬ 
moured his moods and tolerated his 
frailties, for they saw in him a rare 
potential to win matches. 

A year later Australia introduced 
a similar type. Their spin bowler 
was overweight and under-disci¬ 
plined, raw in manner and method. 
He. too. was considered a risk worth 
taking only because the intuitive 
judged he possessed something 
unusual and hoped that maturity 
would conquer rebellion. 

Both bowlers will play in the 
Christmas Test this year, starting 
here on Saturday, but whereas the 
shadow of Shane Wame dominates 
the Ashes series, inhibiting all that 
England do and say, the most 
remarkable thing about Philip 
Tufnell is that he has survived this 


far. Wame is not only the best 
bowler in the world, he is among die 
most feted of sportsmen, his- image 
the epitome of outdoor Australia. 
Tuihell's fame is by notoriety and 
his career hangs by the twin threads 
of his volcanic temper and the 
fraying loyalty of those who must 
live with his darkest side, while 
coaxing and coercing horn him the 
talent dial still lurks within. 

Comparisons with Wame are 
mostly fatuous, such is the scale of 
his achievement But as he shared 
Tufnell ”5 maverick background and 
the mockery that greeted his first 
faltering steps at the highest level, 
this one'is valid. In his three years of 
Test cricket Wame has taken 145 
wickets in 30 games. Tufnell's 62 
wickets come from 11 matches fewer 
and the fragmented shape of his 
career reveals the tremors and 
turbulence that have, more than 
once, brought it close to destruction. 

It is difficult to imagine a cricketer 
experiencing a stormier year than 


Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, reports 
from Melbourne on the maverick spin 
bowler for whom time is fast running out 


this has been for Tufnell. He was 
charged and convicted over a do¬ 
mestic affray, and he played no 
cricket for half the summer. It is 
astonishing that he is here, as 
England's senior spin bowler. 

When he began to appear shorn 
of his stubble, smiled more than 
usual and practised with unusual 
intensify, the optimists courted the 
hope that he might have reformed. 
Sadly, the rage remains within him 
and nothing he has done so far on 
this tour — a tour he must surely 
regard as a final chance — has 
convinced those in authority of his 
ability to finally live up to the 
soaring hopes once invested in him. 

There have been unpleasant 
scenes on the field, one involving a 


fine for throwing down a ball but 
others concerning gratuitous re¬ 
marks to batsmen and insubordina¬ 
tion to his captain. Nor has his 
conduct and input off the field been 
deemed impressive. Absenteeism in 
the early days of the tour caused the 
management to consider his future 
on it and his relationship with those 
in charge has been precarious since. 
Michael Atherton, indeed, is now 
any lain ted with all the difficulties 
with Tufnell that so exhausted 
Graham Gooch before him. . 

All of this is such a shameful 
waste, for there is plenty to admire 
in Tufnell’s cricket His fielding is 
unrecognisable from its clumsy and 
uncoordinated origins and his bowl¬ 
ing remains', at its best, highly 


effective, if seldom inspirational- 
During the first Test in Brisbane he 
so frustrated Australia’s best bats¬ 
men with his defensive line and 
fields that Mark Waugh foolishly 
gave away his wicket 

On Tuesday, in Toowoomba, he 
repeated the tactic and took five 
wickets in an hour. There is nothing 
to say be cannot influence the 
second Test with such methods and 
he will certainly have the chance to 
try. But equally, and alarmingly, 
there is no guarantee that Tufnell 
will hold his concentration, or his 
temper, long enough. 

It is long past time for him to 
realise that cricket has treated him 
well and to ponder seriously what 
he would do without it For a man 
who can be amusing and sensitive, 
Tufnell is capable of much that is 
charmless arid insular. He is close 
to virtually nobody in this England 
party, many of whom regard him 
with either bemusement or exas¬ 
peration. Everyone wants him to 


succeed, evayooe acknowledges lii$ 
ability, but die desire to cosset'and 
indulge him is past . " 7 ">. 

Tufnell has to speak and act for- 
himself now. The performances 
which sustain his .career,~ those 
magical days in Kenmngttxi ajHi 
Christchurch, are too long ago jo be 
cited as evidence in ms -favour:, 
.England have no oampeffirigCarafr. 
date to replace him but someone 
surely will unless he grasps-^; 
opportunity that some would sayjje. 
scarcely deserves. 

The next two weeks, the nexttwo 
crucial Tests, are Tufnell’s stage as - 
well as Wame’s, for the expected 
over-prepared pitches, on - which 
Wame will prosper/ will assist 
Tufnell just as much. JBut.if tie 
comparison becomes too odious, if 
his input is indifferent - and hfc 
image unaltered, then TufheflY 
supply of loyalty may quickly and 
finally expire. 
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Good's warning; page 42 


Parry calls 
for help 
in cleaning 
up football 


By Our Sports Staff 


RICK PARRY, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the FA Premier League 
who is heading an investiga¬ 
tion into alleged irregularities 
in transfers in the FA Carling 
Premiership, yesterday admit¬ 
ted he wanted help from Fife, 
football’s world governing 
body, and Uefa, its European 
ruler, to help dean up English 
football. He also said that 
football needs a permanent 
body to monitor corruption in 
the national game. 

"I don’t want to get into the 
business of unnecessary bu¬ 
reaucracy. but it seems dear to 
me that we now have to keep 


monitoring the game carefully 
to show that it is dean and 


to show that it is dean and 
honest." Parry said. “At the 
moment, we have a special 
Premier League commission 
looking into allegations that 
have emerged about the game 
in this country and that, of 
course, is my prime concern, 
but, inevitably, with so many 
transfers of players to and 
from foreign clubs, other 
country associations come into 
the picture. 

"There are, of course, foot¬ 
ball agents to consider as well. 
At the moment, anybody can 
become an agent without 
needing qualifications or a 
licence, but, by the start of next 
season, I am hopeful we will 
have a format in place to 
regulate them in this country. 

"We need Uefa’s help — arid 
probably Fifa’s help as well — 
to draw up hard rules and 
regulations for transfer deal¬ 
ings between dubs of one 
country and another. The 
commission we have already 
instigated might well have to 
be an ongoing thing to keep a 
check on future deals. It would 
be unlikely to retain the same 
personnel, but it would seem 
appropriate to have a contin¬ 
uing monitoring device." 

Parry, who is working with 
Steve Coppell, the former Eng¬ 
land player and Crystal Palace 
manager, and Robert Reid QC 
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on a panel of investigation into 
alleged irregular transfer pay¬ 
ments. denied that English 
football is “rife with corrup¬ 
tion". even though he con¬ 
firmed that more leading 
managers will be interviewed 
in the new year. 

George Graham, the 
Arsenal manager, has already 
been questioned over allega¬ 
tions that he received a 
£285,000 payment as part of 
John Jensen’s move to 
Highbury from Brondby, the 
Danish dub, more than two 
years ago. but Parry stressed: 
“I do not believe the game is 
rife with corruption. There is 
no evidence to support that 
There is precious little hard 
evidence at all. 

"We will be tai king to two or 
three FA Carling Premiership 
managers early in the new 
year, together with other dub 
officials. but we are not pre¬ 
judging. The over-riding im¬ 
pression I have from Premier 
League clubs is that they want 
to run things straight." 

Parry’s panel is investigat¬ 
ing 23 transfers involving 
Scandinavian players to Eng¬ 
lish dubs, but he pointed our. 
"Many of the transfers pre¬ 
date the formation of the 
Premier League. 

“For the last 12 months, all 
our dubs have been preparing 
reports for the Inland Rev£ 
nue. The notion that too much 
untoward has been happening 
while that process has been 
going on is a little remote. So 
far, we do not have too much 
evidence of transfers in the last 
six months being at risk." 

□ Malaysian police have 
arrested a bookmaker and two 
more football players in their 
continued crackdown on cor¬ 
ruption in the country's fledg¬ 
ling professional league. The 
arrests bring to 26 the'number 
of players being detained by- 
Malaysian authorities and 
police have said they are 
planning more arrests. 
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Alberto Tomba, of Italy, produces breathtaking skiing to win the World Cup slalom in Lech, Austria, yesterday. It was his fourth win of the season. Report, page 40 


Stewart states Birmingham’s case 


By John Goodbody 


BIRMINGHAM yesterday 
increased its challenge to be 
the home of a new national 
football stadium to replace 
Wembley. A delegation of 
Birmingham City Councillors 
met Graham Kelly, the chief 
executive of the Football Asso¬ 
ciation. for 1*2 hours to press 
their case that the tity should 
be preferred to either 
Manchester or London. 

The Premier League is com¬ 
mitted to the project for a new 
national stadium and is will¬ 
ing to inject up to £60 million 
with the remaining cash com¬ 
ing from the Millenium Com¬ 
mission. However, the league 


has yet to dedde which tity 
should receive its support 

Birmingham would locate 
the venue, holding 70.000 
people, on a 110-acre site, dose 
to the National Exhibition 
Centre, as it had envisaged in 
its unsuccessful attempt to 
stage the 1992 Olympic 
Games. 

Theresa Stewart, the leader 
of Birmingham council, said: 
“We have made a great deal of 
progress in preparing this 
location. Not only is the 
national stadium site in total 
ownership of the tity council, 
but millions of pounds have 
been spent to make the NEC 
uniquely accessible for the 
whole nation." 


A railway station and air¬ 
port adjoin foe NEC which is 
also well served by foe motor¬ 
way network. 

However, Manchester will 
have to build a stadium if it is 
awarded foe 2002 Common¬ 
wealth Games. It has already 
beaten both London and Shef¬ 
field for England's nomina¬ 
tion and its likelihood of 
holding the event has In¬ 
creased because there is a lack 
of committed opposition from 
any other Commonwealth 
country. 

Manchester City Council 
already owns foe Eastlands 
site, two miles from the city 
centre, and the area has been 
cleared in preparation for foe 


building of an important sta¬ 
dium. A cycling velodrome 
has been erected alongside 
the proposed venue. Both 
formed part of Manchester’s 
unsuccessful bid to stage foe 
2000 Olympic Games. 

The Football Association is 
committed to staging Eng¬ 
land internationals, foe FA 
Cup Final and foe FA Charity 
Shield at Wembley until 2002. 
However, it is possible that 
Wembley will rebuild its sta¬ 
dium, after it has staged foe 
19% European championship 
final. Wembley remains an 
attraction for foreign teams, 
bur the present sightlines are 
unsatisfactory for many 
spectators. 
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In 1994, a player was fried for manslaughter 
after an opponent died, others were punched, 
bitten and kicked in the head 


It was a year of 
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No 351 


By Raymond Keene 


ACROSS 

I For the moment (33) 

5 Failure, death (6) 

S Admonish (4) 

9 Clergymen generally (3,5} 

10 Formal letter (7) 

11 Violent gale (5) 

13 Be a big success (2.4.1,4) 
16 Doctor who sold soul to 
devil (5) 

IS Very stupid (7) 

21 Convulsion: sudden attack 

22 Audio equipment (2-2) 


23 Moderate, mild (6) 

24 Agile (61 


DOWN 

2 Lesson: Berks, town (7) 

3 Sugar-grasping tool (5) 

4 Give reason to act (S) 

5 Consider, judge (4) 

6 Citizen army (7) 

7 Indian stringed instrument 
(5) 

12 Odd-job person (8) 

14 Fiasco: event ruined by rain 
(4-3) 

15 Providing income (7) 

17 Swiftly (5} 

19 Andem Irish alphabet (5) 

20 Funeral fire (4) 


This position is a variation 
from the game Alekhine - 
Opocensky, Paris 1925. All 
White's pieces are aimed 
menacingly at the black 
king, and he now has a 
chance to rip the defences 
away. Can you see how? 
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Rugby woriil Kicking lee 




Solution, page 41 
Raymond Keene, page 7 


WORD-WATCHlNG 


SOLUTION TO NO 350 


ACROSS: 5 At arm’s length 8 Recoup 9 Strike 10 Hobo 
12 Giraffe 14 Afflict 15 Heir 17 Loggia 18 Revere 20 Drawing- 
board 


DOWN: 1 Take the floor 2 Faro 3 Classic 4 Increase 
6 Mope 7 Take for a ride li Ball gown 13 Scrawny 16 Grab 

IQ Veal 


By Philip Howard 

PESTA 

ROSIN ER 

a. A swarm of locusts 

a. A stiff drink 

b. Green cheese lasagne 

b. A cellist 

c. A festival gathering 

c. An espalier for roses 


POPSICLE 

poppit 

a. An endearment 

a. Ahead 

b. A child's reclining bike 

b. A type of sweet 

c. An ice lolly 

c. A miniature Pekingese 

Answers on page 41 
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